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CHAPTER 


God Lives! 

How We Know It 


EGAKJDLESS of who he was, all of us 
will have to agree with the writer of 
nineteen centuries ago, when he said: “No man 
has seen God at any time/'* And yet that man be¬ 
lieved in God. Why did he do so, and how could he? 

" So, then, God is invisible to man! What does 
that prove? The person who says he believes in 
only what he sees lor thinks he sees) takes the 
very invisibility of God to mean that God does riot 
exist, does not live. For example, on August 6, 
1961 , because the Russian astronaut saw “no God 
or angels" during his seventeen orbits by a mar- 
made rocket through outer space around our earth, 
he felt he had absolute proof that God did not 
cxist.f 

* However, the argument of this Russian atheist 
goes according to the same line of reasoning fol¬ 
lowed by the Roman idolaters of the first century 
of our Common Era. These Romans worshiped 
many gods and paid relative worship to these 

* Written by John the son of ZcbeJee, ol Bethsaids, 
Galilee, in John 1:1K; also, 1 John 4:12. 

i New York Times* as of May 7 t 1962. 

1. With what siaU'mtni concerning God will all of ns huvo to 
agree ? 

1 ’ what do some fX'-r&ons take the invisibility of CSod to nuait? 
3. Such atheistlc reasoning Is similar to th-- thinking of what 
persons of the tLrst oentury of our Common lira, and now? 
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mythical gods by means of idol images of various 
materials. When the followers of the so-called 
M sect of the Nazarenes" came along and worshiped 
the God of creation without the use of man-made 
idols or temples,* the Homan idolaters called them 
atheists, godless. Since those Roman idolaters 
could not see the God of this “sect of the Naza- 
renes,” they could not believe that He realty 
existed and that this “sect'- had a living God. 

4 The wor¬ 
ship of the 
mythical 

gods by the 
Romans ha s 
long since 
ceased and 
lhe beauti¬ 
fully carved 
statues of 
their gods 
and goddess¬ 
es a ro mere 
relic's in mu- 
seu ms to¬ 
day; but the 
disciples of 
that despised ""sect of the Xazarenes” continue 
their worship today. 

* Really, the Russian astronauts and those of 
other nations who have orbited through outer 
space have reason to give thanks that out there 
they saw “no God or angels/ - They should be 

* See Acts of the Apostles, chapter twenty-four, verse 
five. 


4, WJuit iliis huppctlod to til£ ■w.Tir ^hl p anil tilt: god-3 erf thr* anri^jat 
Romans, but what nf Use worship i-^i-ricd on oy tlie d I«rip lew i:iT 
that so-cuUcd "seel of the Nazarenes” ? 

f, <3. <a) Why should. the astronauts pive t brinks that they saw 
■ no God or oitgtlv” in outer space? (b) Why Ifi It unroavonnhlc 
and i - to Mi Ink UmL nun could look at the Creator, *u 

wliat did God say to a who a^kuil to ;;oc God's glory " 
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grateful that 
God remained 

invisible. Why 
so? Well, could 
they or their 
space ships 
have stood the 
expo lien ee? 

What do they 
think God is? 
l-.ike a mere 
man* the way 
the mythical 

#-%, id t-* jf'm. -f O fc-S 

W J J. « u* 

cient times were pictured in carved statues? Frail 
man cannot bear to look at a nuclear bomb ex¬ 
plosion at close range without being blinded* Could 
man look at the Creator of the sun, which is a 
furnace of continuous nuclear explosions that send 
out streams of nuclear particles into outer space? 
Call to mind the man of the sixteenth century be¬ 


fore our Common Era who made bold to ask bo 
see God's glory* He did not know what he was 
asking for. because, by means of some intermedi¬ 
ary, God said to this man on the mountain top: 
,J Ybu are not able to see my face, because no man 
may see me and yet live.”* 

* This divine statement supplies us the scientific 
reason for it that no man on earth has seen God 


at any time, Man is not of the same stuff as God. 
He is too frail to survive contact directly with 
God, who is of boundless, immeasurable dynamic 


energy. 

7 To bring into his view many tilings long in 

* See the second book of Moses entitled "Exodus/' 
chapter thirty-three, verses eighteen through twenty- 
three. See al&u Exodus 2<k IK-22. 


T. (A) To brlwc into his view muny things that have long oxistod, 
whirl Rian hAd to do" f.b> SiJ witul mast v/e enneiude about 

man's ability to with tlie naked eye? 
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existence, man has had to rci - iforce his weak vision 
with powerful telescopes and with electron micro¬ 
scopes linked with television to magnify objects 
by two milli on times. Many things are invisible 
to our naked eye. 

s '"God lives ! M That expression in the title of 
this chapter speaks of only otic such individual or 
personality. Just who is meant? Kven in the re¬ 
ligious realms of twentieth-century mankind there 
is the worship of many gods. In discussing the 
religion of India, ‘The Eticyclopedia, A.rtieviccinc.T 
said: “Indrea was made the ruler of 330,000,000 
divinities. The trinity of Hinduism came Into being 
In Bmhma, the creator, Vishnu, the preserver, and 
Siva, the destroyer. ” An interesting viewpoint, as 
taken by Hindus regarding what they consider to 
be God, was explained on a Sunday in 1964 by a 
Hindu missionary and educator to a congregation 
of Unitarians in Brooklyn, New York. When ex¬ 
plaining the difference betw een Hinduism and the 
religion of Christendom, the missionary went on 
to say: 

Christians believe that Cod created man and that 
man, therefore, is subject to God, but Lhe Hindu be* 
lieves that the soul of man always was and always 
will be and hence that man is coexistent with GocI, 
‘‘Because of this," said he, “we regard God, not as 
father, but as friend/’f 

To Hindus, God was not before the human soul 
and the human soli! is independent of God but 
always maintains a coexistence with God A 

* The Encyclopedia Americana, Volume 14, page 196, 
edition of 1929, 

t The N~ew York Times, as of Monday, February 10, 
1964. 

t Similar to the Hindu thought regarding God is 
that act out in the hook entitled "Science and Health." 


S. When this took: says M Gfld Uvea!” to hcr.v r»?t*jciv lnclvid- 

14aJa i!it ? fb) rios-xflitcliias, wlant it evident that 

evtiji in tins IwenUeth century many yods are waratnpoa ? 
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^ Tet us Turn again to The Encyclopedia Amer¬ 
icana, this time for what it has to say on the sub¬ 
ject of God. It says: "God, . . . in the Christian, 
Mohammedan, and Jewish sense, the Supreme 

Being, the First Cause, and in a general sense* as 
considered nowadays throughout the civilized 
world, a spiritual being, self-existent, eternal and 
absolutely free and ali-powerful, distinct from the 
matter which he has created in many forms, and 
which he conserves and controls. There does not 
seem to have been a period of history where man¬ 
kind was without belief in a supernatural author 
and governor of the universe. The most savage na¬ 
tions have some rudimentary ideas of a god or 
supreme being. Man is a religious as well as a 
rational animal. ... It is rather main tabled that 
the study of h uman li is to ry, ^ oi ■ h uni an nature 
especially on Its moral and spiritual side, and of 
the world as far as science reveals it to us make 
for the existence of a God, demand such a postu¬ 
late as the key of the universe, and render the be¬ 
lief in a personal God greatly more probable than 
any other thesis 

!n To what extent the above encyclopedic expla¬ 
nation of God is true, we shall yet. see. Although 
that is the general sense in which the people oL ? 

by Mrs. Mary Baker Edrly r of 1917 edition, Boston, 
Massachusetts, on pagn 476 o± Chapter 14: 

“In divine Science, God and the real man are in sep¬ 
arable as divine Principle and idea. . . . God is the 
Principle of man, and man is the idea of God, Hence 
man is not mortal nor material* Mortals will disappear, 
and immortals, or the children of! God, will appear 
aa the only and eternal verities of man." 

* The ten<c\yclopedia Americana, Volume 12, 195© edi¬ 
tion, page 743, 


9, In Tk& imeriOTiMij what is said about the iden¬ 

tity of CJrtrt and wwumns for Imilef in a p^r^onal God? 

10-12. fa> Whttt dtUelViWdS and whal ahnilaHtJes there 

the beDefcs of the p&ople of ChriBtondwm, the Mifhan ;:.-e ilans arwi 
llio Jews concerning the personality of God? Oan . ■ i r 
cnnuletSiag bdiofs ho ns hi? (c> Why Js tbor© the fihcutost 
to learn me truth atiPui. CulL? 
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Christendom, the Mohammedans and the Jev un¬ 
derstand God, these religionists certainly do differ 
i rom one another as to the personality of God and 
the purposes of God toward man sion. 

fl For instance, the main religions of Christen¬ 
dom believe that God is made up of three Persons, 
just the same as the Hindus believe in a trinity, 
whereas both the Mohammedans and the Jc s be¬ 
lieve that God is not a Trinity but One Person, 
However, the Mohammedans give no personal 
name to their God, whereas the Jews in their 
sacred writings give him a po!*sonal name re¬ 
peated thousands of times over. The Mohammed¬ 
ans claim that God has no son,® but the Jews be¬ 
lieve that God is their heavenly Father. Naturally, 
then, each of those religious systems worships God 
differently, and somewhere there must be error 
about. God. Erroneous worship could never be ac¬ 
ceptable to the one true God, just as a certain man 
said nineteen hundred years ago when discussing 
the difference between the Samaritan religion and 
tlie Jewish religion of that day: “God is a Spirit, 
and those worshiping him must worship with 
spirit and truth.”+ 

ts For this reason there exists the greatest need 
to learn the truth about God, in order to know who 
He is and what He is. 

HOW TO KNOW THAT BE LIVES 

1 Since it is “impossible to see the true Cocl, we 
need to prove his living existence by some means 
other than ihat of actually seeing him with the 
naked human eye. It is a scientific; fact that the 
existence, presence and activity of something in¬ 
visible to the naked human eye can be proved by 
— " ■ —*■ 

* See Uie Koran, Sura XV TT, 111; Sura XVHI, 1-4. 

t See John 4:24, 


13. F.y wtirii nip?ins In It tdtRrinaiily poolbi^ la prove the exis¬ 
tence of somcthl hr thui Lg Invisible to the tuilcea human eye? 
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certain effects, results or consequences that we 
can observe with our senses of sight, smell, hear¬ 
ing, feeling and tasting. 

For example, Hie farthest out known planet 
of our solar system is the ninth one named after 
the ancient Roman god Pluto. It is invisible to the 
naked human eye and even beyond the range of 
small telescopes, so that even a 15-inch refractor 
telescope has a hard time bringing it to view. It 
was first discovered in the year 1930. However, the 
existence of Pluto was suspected back in 1905. 



Why? Because of its influence that produced cer¬ 
tain effects upon the planets Uranus and Saturn. 
It came to be ca 1 led Planet X. By making scientific 
calculations according to those effects it was made 
passible to locate the position of this planet about 
3,680,000.000 miles distant from our sun, so as 
finally to train a telescope of sufficient strength 
upon it and photograph it. Thus by an astron¬ 
omer’s prediction and by twenty-five years of re¬ 
search, this yellowish planet Pluto was proved to 
exist. 

15 In like manner the existence of a living God, 
the Great Creator, can be proved beyond doubt by 
the evidence that he gives of his being and of his 
activity. One argument in proof of this Is an old 
one, but it is still good. A writer with solidly based 

14. In whiu way was the planet Plato p l O ve d to exist. thouj£h. It 
was Invisible CO Uto miked human eye! 

15. In what munuex cun the vx'ka mw of God be proved beyond 
doubt? 
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faith in God used the argument for us nineteen 
hundred years ago. HLs argument was like this: 

ia Take, for example, that famous Buddhist 
temple now in ruins in Angkor, Cambodia, 

known as the 




Angkor Wat; 
or, take the 
beautiful, mag¬ 
nificent tomb 
known as the 
Taj Malta I in 
Agra, India; or, 
take that Mo- 
h a m m e d a n 

mosque known as the Dome of the Rock in 
the sacred area of the present-day walled city 
of Jerusalem. Nobody 
will deny that each of 
these buildings was 
constructed by some 
man. Such buildings 
did not come about by 
accident. Their struc¬ 
ture calls for the use 
of intelligence and the 
ability to design, not 
the intelligence and 
ability of a fish, insect, 
bird or beast, but those of an alive man with an 
active brain. What shall we say, then, of our 
visible universe, the heavens and the earth, which 


are of still more remarkable structure and of far 


more complicated design and permanence? Un¬ 
avoidably all this called for the existence and 
activity of a personal intelligence with ability and 
a life-span boundlessly greater than those of in¬ 
telligent man. 

IB. (a) What evident fact will everyone acknowledge coneefniiu* 
the construction at buildings surli jls Anttkor Wftt, the Taj Mj±J ji 
nndl the Dome of the Rock? tb> 50 ti> what dries the existence of 
the visible universe Itself testify? 
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* T Look at man himself! In what a wonderful, 
ves, fear-inspiring way he is constructed I He did 
not plan himself. The chances against his coming 
into existence, even in a small way at the start, by 
mere accident in the midst of chaos are endless. 

When we intelligently consider all things In 
the heavens and the earth with which we are ac¬ 
quaint ed, we can come to but one decision, one 
conclusion, that of the writer of nineteen centuries 
ago, in these words: “Of course, every house is 
constructed by someone, but he that constructed 
all things is God.*'* Today, after nineteen centuries 
since those words were written, all these con¬ 
structed things continue to exist in that same 
structure and to function. This proves that the 
great Constructor must also live to this day as the 
Sust&Incr of all these constructed things that are 
so inferior to him, their Creator. Indeed, God lives! 

ia More than thirty-eight centuries ago a child¬ 
less old man in the Middle East, not a Babylonian 
stargazer, was asked to look up into the night sky 
and count the stars, if he possibly could do s<x+ 
So many were the stars appearing to his naked 
eyes that he could not fix the number of them. 
Pie was told that the number of his offspring or 
**aeed" would be like those stars, of a number not 
;hen known to any man. In retv id yenrs astron- 
omers, equipped with their mighty telescopes, 
have been occupied with counting the number of 
the stars, the planets, the comets, the meteors, 
and the galaxies of stars. What impressions do 
they receive regarding need for God to exist, as 

* See Hebrews, chapter three, verse four. 

f See Genesis, chapter fifteen, verse five. 


17. 1 >L■:I man dnlen himself, or ts tt»#re » reasonable chance that 

he ciime j riu* exUsUrncc by tteridont? 

IS. To wttiit ooxaeinaion does an InceTIlfcent con ski ♦•rail on of UhcTW? 
fai 1 !- 1 Lead U*. aiid what does 1_he continued exlbtL-tsie of these 
curtsiruetctl lJilnsJ -' 5 f trove? 

19. If thn-^ who study the heavens take a narrow, maLeri.Ui:» 
vk‘W, w'aut will they fall to learn V 
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they view the marvels of the 
heavens into which they are 
able to peer so deeply? Or, 
ought they to rule out the 
thought of God and take the 
narrow, shortsighted view of 
the philosophy of materialism? 
"Materialism/* says The En - 
cyclopedia Americana, is 

the philosophical theory that 
everything which exists is ul¬ 
timately material in nature, or 
that whatever is real can be 
derived and explained in ac¬ 
cordance with the laws of mate¬ 
rial phenomena. Tills, of course, 
carries with it a denial of the 
reality of any finite or infinite 
spirit as an immaterial sub¬ 
stance and a repudiation of all 
forms of idealism, which uses 
thought or intelligence as a 
principle of explanation. „ . . 
Thorough-going materialism as¬ 
serts that nothing exists but 
I BM HI B I physical bodies and physical 

Fn'owases. What are called immaterial substances 
and processes it either declares to be unreal, or 
explains away as ultimately not different In nature 
from physical substances and processes. Moreover, 
for m.:i< i ;al£sm of this consistent and uneompro* 
mis tog type, matter is dead and moves only by 
mechanical forces. It has no “psychic side,” and 
tiie la^vs which it obeys are the expressions of a 
blind physical necessity. This extreme view . . . 
in various modified forms it still exists as a ten¬ 
dency to subordinate mental phenomena to physical 
processes..* 

** Like all the rest of us today, the astronomers 
who count and name the stars need to be spoken 

* Sec The Encyclopedia Americana , Volume IS of the 
IDiSI edition, page 425, under "Materialism/* 



20 , In what way do all of oh xu-i-d U» bo spoken to concerning 
the thins* that wc boo in the heavens? 
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lo just as a historical people of the eighth century 
before our Common Era were spoken to, in these 
words: “Raise your eyes high up and see. Who has 
created these things? It is the One who is bringing 
forth the army of them even by number, all of 
whom he calls even by name. Due to the abun¬ 
dance of dynamic energy, he also being vigorous 
in power, not one of the m is missing.”* 

51 Materialism cannot explain away the existence 
of all the heavenly bodies in all their abundance, 
their arrangement, tlieir controlled movements, 
with, the argument that matter always was and 
that it is simply “blind physical necessity’' that 
causes them to move with such order and precision 
and without collision of one against the other. For 
motion of lifeless matter to exist, there must be a 
mover; and in this case it calls for an intelligent 
mover and lawgiver. Besides that, for matter to 
exist, there must bo a creator of matter and a 
source of all its energy. If the materialist argues 
that matter has always existed (an argument that 
Is disproved by exact science today), then the 
Creator of matter has always existed, being with¬ 
out beginning as well as without end. All matter is 
an effect, not a cause. Living matter derives its 
life from a living source, not from chemical ac¬ 
cident. 

33 It takes mathematics of the highest sort to 
calculate the heavens and the laws of the universe. 
Did all the mathematical intelligence that is dis¬ 
played in the heavenly bodies and their arrange¬ 
ments, movements and accommodations spring 
from sightless, lifeless, brainless matter because of 
a physical necessity that matter came to discern 

* See Isaiah. chapter forty, verse twenty-six. 

31. What facta concern Lnp motion, matter and life show that the 

pin nations of the nsutvri M tst are not sul l.jiyliifc? 

IV Uf vVh-.il 60G* the EttaxtlfBfrL jjjjnlL^'uuu ■ . maihcmaHeal prim 
H pJe* in the? tiiiivtrse prove to yon? (|>> Goncen^toC a purely 
iri'i i rTkiltsltc philosophy. what did serin n t i'it KobcrtA. Millikan 
Bay ¥ 
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or appreciate? Sensible scientists and astronomers 
of our modern a^e do not think so. Even the 
avowed evolutionist Dr. Kobert A. Millikan, an 
outstanding American scientist, was moved to 
make this admission: M A purely materialistic 
philosophy is to me the height of unintelligence. 
Wise men in all the ages have always seen enough 
to at least make them reverent.’ r * 

In agreement with this statement is the com¬ 
ment made by the author of the well-known theory 
of relativity. Dr. Albert Einstein: 

It is enough for ine to contemplate The mystery 
of conscious life perpetuating itself through, all 
eternity ; to reflect upon the marvelous structure 
of the universe, which we can dimly perceive?, and 
to try humbly to comprehend wen an inSlnilesimal 
part of the intelligence manifest In nature. 

A HISTORICAL. GOIJ 

21 However, it is not enough for u.s to reason out 
and believe that there must be a God who exists in 
some sort of vague, unclear or indefinite way. It 
does not satisfy the human heart and mind far us 
to he merely {heists, persons who believe in the 
existence of gods or even of one God who is Cre¬ 
ator of the universe but who has made no revela¬ 
tion of himself. It still leaves us weak in faith, un¬ 
certain as regards worship, if we are just deists, 
persons who believe in the existence of God as 
proved by our powers of reason and by the ma¬ 
terial universe, but which God has remained in¬ 
different toward his creation and has given no 
supernatural revelation to mankind. Far Lheists 

* the New York Tfrn-ea, as of April 30. 1948, under 
the beading "Materialism Hit by Dr. Milli kan / 1 when 
eighty years of age. 


33. AS t#£tlXlecl by I>r. Albert wbnt 3a manliest Ul the 

^arvplous structure of liio unlVTW? 

2'L Why wlU tt m>L satisfy the heart and. mind for one to bo 
merely tt I heist, a deist or Oita who professes in God im¬ 

ply no others will not class film as an atheist? 





GOD LIVES? HOW Wg KNOW fj 


17 


and deists, and far persons who declare themselves 
to be believel's in God in Older not to be classed as 
Godless or tit heists, God is a very remote Pei's on, 
a God who has no personal relationship to them or 
whom they cannot get to know personally so as to 
understand him and appreciate him and know what 
he means to them. To them his moral and religious 
laws remain unknown, his purpose in creating all 
things stays in doubt, and his purpose for man¬ 
kind's future lingers in the dark. Such belief in 
God makes a person reverent but acts as no guide 
in life. 

However, there is more to the existence and 
activity of God than what the theists and deists 
believe. God lives, and we can know it and we do 
know it because he is a historical God- He is a 
history-making God. From the very beginning he 
has intervened in human affairs and, happily, he 
is intervening in human affairs today. lie has per¬ 
ceptibly taken a hand in human affairs at definite 
dates of history both before and during our Com¬ 
mon Era and at specified places and locations. Tills 
is no mytli, fable, legend or religious fancy. It is 
historically provable, with more proofs than many 
of the commonly accepted events of history. We 
know that God exists, not just as even dead, ma¬ 
terial stone may exist governed by the law of 
inertia, but as a living Person, aware of what is 
go in ^ on in all his creation. He is sensitive to what 
is going on even on our tiny earth. He is livelily 
reacting to what is going on or is needed and he 
is in: ervening as this may be needed. 

M We know that God has lived throughout the 
course of man's history for these past six thou¬ 
sand years* We know that it lias been He, because 
he has said in advance what he would do and he 

;S.. Ilou ran it t><- ±.:ild thi-.t CMl is u mitki-r of history, iuiiJI In 
wfiat way dot's 4]iJ?; JiflV*-" «jur view tiT him si I VrMini 7 
ao. How do we know that God. lias had a hand in the events of 
human history? 
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has done til Historic events have not been left to 
blind, accidental chance, and with no meaning or 
explanation, God has proved that nobody in heaven 
or on earth has been able to block what he has pur¬ 
posed to do and what he has said that he would do. 

- T It requires a real, living, all-powerful, intelli¬ 
gent God to do this; and such a living God has 
done it. The gods whom the nations worship by 
men ns of idols, images, sumies of stone, wood, 
gold, silver or some other metal have been unable 
to do this. The one living and true God, the Creator 
of heaven and earth, has proved that he alone is 
God by doing it. He has not only created but also 
responsibly held this universe together throughout 
its billions of years of existence. He is not just a 
materialistic God occupied merely in creating vis¬ 
ible, tangible material things. He is, above all, a 
moralistic God, a God who has divine qualities and 
the highest standard of righteousness and Ihe per¬ 
fect set of morals. Quite to be expected, then, there 
is a moral, religious issue tied in with human his¬ 
tory. For that reason the living God, who is of 
the highest morality, lias interested himself in 
human history. 

Man's history has not zigzagged its way across 
these thousands of years according to the political 
bickerings and bargains of kings, emperors and 
military generals, wit h no definite pattern and, as 
feared today, loading nowhere else but to a nuclear 
world war that will stop all further human history. 
From his supreme position the interested, living 
God of earth and heaven has been controlling the 
general course of human history toward the full 
realization of his divine purpose. This fact holds 
true also today in this nuclear, space age. By what 

27. WTmt kind i>f c;od h aa he prove**! to lx*, nnd why Is Jt that lie 
hiU inlier^Kl nil himself hi human hsxtn-r^ ? 

as. la I Has the course of man's hbtorj' been eulded solely by 
the influence of Powerful men, and what about our own tiny 7 
fb i ITi’rw rain Wo know what Clod - :, gaarpustf U. and wbnt assurM 
ns tJriu,i Cinl nol. lied 1 
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i his God said kmg ago with regard to the future 
he has put himself into modern historical events. 
He has determined his place in human affairs of 
our day. He has declared what he purposed to do 
in this momentous period 
and has had it put down 
in writing that is read¬ 
able today. The evidences 

ths t are at hand today in 
ample abundance prm e 
dial: God has not lied, has 
not broken his promise. 

He cannot lie. 

■ !I God lives—today, and informed persons on 
earth know it. Events that are immediately ahead 
of us and that will have an effect on all mankind 
will add further convincing proof that God Jives, 
that he is keenly alive to mankinds best interests 
forever. Happy are all men and women who now 
seek to acquaint themselves with this one living 
and true God and who make a sincere effort to 
worship him in the right way* with spirit and truth. 



29. Of what are Informed perrons convinced, concerning Cod, and 
to wh.nl will the event i lnimedialedy ttbt-.Lil of lm add conv inciitu 
proof ? 








CHAPTER 



Sacred Book of Religion 

Is the Truth? 


ACRKI .> books of great age lie at the 
i i.om of the principal religions prac¬ 
ticed throughout the earth today. If you, our 
reader, are a Confucianist, you may have read the 
nine Chinese classical books, namely, the five Icing 
and the four &ku, which set forth a system of 
morality. Or, if you have served as a saffron-robed 
Buddhist monk, you likely have read the Pali 
canon of Buddhism, with its three “pitaka” or 
"baskets,” that is to say, the Sermon Basket, the 
Discipline Basket and the Doctrinal Basket. 

"What if you, our reader, are a Hindu? On 
Novemf>cr 8, 1964, the building of the Community 
Church of N ew York City was turned, into a Hindu 
temple as the congregation celebrated the Indian 
festival of light known as Divan and two wor¬ 
shipers did a choral reading from the ancient 
Hindu holy book Bhagavad Gita, “The Lord's 
Son.”* You, as a Hindu, have probably read that 

* The New York Timcx, as of Monday, November a, 
196 k 


1* What mcri*d hooks nr a rra4 bgrCoRfuciiinlidJi ?in<l l>y ThMilhl&Ls? 
1\ To what sacrod writings do Hindu*,, Shlnlolslx and M. 
look T 



no 
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book, also the Vedas, the four Books of Knowl¬ 
edge, the Rig-Veda, the Yajur-Veda, the Sanaa- 
Veda and the Atharva-Veda,* besides the Brahma- 
nos and the Upanishnds. I kit if you are Japanese, 
you may have read the Kojiki {' Ancient Rec¬ 
ords*’), containing the Shinto myths and legends 
as committed to writing in 712 C,E., or the Yengi- 
shiki i ‘Ceremonial Law " i, as commitiL'd to \\ idl¬ 
ing in 927 C.E. If, however, you are a Moslem, you 
may be a devout reader of the Koran, the Moham¬ 
medan Bible of 114 suras, and you reverentially 
view it as the last word of God given to man 
through Mohammed the prophet of Allah, in the 
seventh century of our Common Era. The Koran, 
however, has never boon made a part of (he sacred 
Hebrew Scriptures, nor has it been made one piece 
with the Christian Bible. 

a Other sacred hooks of ancient times may come 
to the reader’s mind. The users of the religious 
books named above consider them to be the tiuth 
and may even swear by them before giving testi¬ 
mony in court. How, though, can they all be the 
truth if they differ from one another, contradict- 
in:: one another? Which one of them 1- the irulh 
all the way through, without even an inside con¬ 
tradiction of itself? it does not do to take tile po¬ 
sition of some religionists who try to be very 
tolerant and who want to avoid religious discus¬ 
sion by saying to a person of a different religion, 
"Well, that is truth to you", and this is truth to 
me.” A religious pei-son certainly would not take 
that position when trading or doing business. He 
would insist that 1 bid 1 3, not 1, and that 

* Tho Hindu Vcdac Period is conservatively estimated 
to have begun about 1500 to 1000 before our Common 
Era. 


3, (a) How arc these various ntcrcd 1; ■ vlcw^-d isv Lho ones 
who use Lh^m. but what questions Is It AiUm? to ask v (1j) What 
attitude* cun'-lining truth would we ho unwise to adopt? 
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two and two makes four, not five, a id not iet Ii inv 
self be cheated. 

t does no t contradict itself or deny the 

facts. It does not go contrary to reality, nor is it 
one thing to one person and another thing, even a 
contradictory thing, to another person* The one 
truth applies to all persons, whether they recog¬ 
nize it or not. It does not change because of loca¬ 
tion or of time. The truth is provable by actual 
fact. The truth endures, persists, because it is 
genuine, actually existing, in harmony with real¬ 
ity. All tills we have to recognize about religion 
also. A seeker of pure truth, absolute truth, will 
not take offense at the question, he will not con¬ 
sider the following question to be narrow-minded 
or intolerant: Among all the ancient saei’ed books 
of religion, which one is the truth? Which one is 
true to itself, not self-contradictory, and true by 
actual fact, right straight through? 

a In order for a religious book that is used In 
worship of God to be the truth, it must be from a 
truth fi ll source. It must have a truthful author, 
who is acquainted with fact, reality, truth, and 
who is unafraid to tell the truth for the benefit of 
the lovers and seekers of Lhe truth. Really, it 
should spring forth from the God of truth and 
should show God as he really is in his qualities, 
his position, his purposes and his works. When 
we examine the various basic books of religion, 
we find that, with the exception of the one sacred 
book of truth, they all have to do with demonism, 
encourage demonism, allow for it or lay the basis 
for it. 

4. (a) What should we recognize concerning truth? (b) Are 
Ibese ptilnL't nppIlcabU' to rrlJ^lma lit*07 (rr) WTiot miuefton about 
saenjd roll^lous t>ookie will the seeker of pure truth not dl^ni^ 
ss Lmolenuu? 

5. (jm For n r« llRkius l>r*jk to tu* the truth, what imwt bo true 
as U> Its source? lb) Yet what docs an examlnaHon of the various 
basic boalca uf roll k ion rcvral? 
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"The taint of demon ism may he in 
the form of astrology, practice of mag¬ 
ic, casting spells over victims, fortune- 
telling, consulting with spirit mediums 
in hope of getting in touch with dead 
the worship or appeas- 
ances ten's, tile imag¬ 


ining that all natural objects and 
even the universe itself have 
living souls in them or connected 
with them. The facts show that 
demons are liars and are mali¬ 
cious and have misled the vast 
hulk of mankind. So the very 
connection of any ancient re¬ 
ligious books with demoni^m argues against their 
being from the one truthful source. 


THE BOOK FKKK FKO.M DEHON1SM 

T 'llie one book or truth must be free from all 
demonism. Such a book we find in the Sacred 
Scriptures known as the Holy Bible. The writing 
of this Book was begun in the sixteenth century 

before our Common Era, or in 15X3 B.CJE., and 
was completed in the first century of our Common 
Era, about 98 C.E. It was begun in ancient Hebrew 
and was finished in the common Greek of nineteen 
centuries ago. It was written by men from south¬ 
west Asia, nil of them being descendants of the 
patriarch Abraham the Hebrew, who was bom in 
Hie twenty-first century before our Common Iilra. 
The one living i nd true God called this Abraham 
away from Ur of the Chaldeans near Babylon, 

& <a> in what fomu may the* taint of d«mojiisn be manifest in 
Oiowr' hooks? fl)> Wh:n this arjrue to their source? 

7. (*) Which sacred arc free from all demon ism ? (lij 'The 

wrUinn of this Book covered what Ilnur period, and wai done 
m what languana? 
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which was the birthplace of deni on ism In the form 
of astrology, magic, idolatry, deification of po¬ 
litical heroes, and so forth. 

■■ 

* The Holy Bible Is a collection of sixty-six 
books, all these being in harmony with themselves, 
from first to last. From its first book, now called 
Genesis, to its last book, now called Revelation, the 

Holy Bible is against detltOi 'sm and exposes U as 

false and against the one true God. The first book 
reports that God said to a snake or serpent in a 
beautiful garden in ini'.Invest A-i s: ’'Upon your 
belly you will go and dust is what you will eat all 
the days of your life. And I shall put enmity be¬ 
tween you and the woman and between your seed 
and her seed. He will bruise you in the head and 
you will bruise him in the heel. 15 God was there 
indirectly talking to a demon, and, of course, 
against him. (Genesis 3:14, 15) In the fifth book 
of the Bible this same God declared the following 
law against demonism, to forbid it among his 
worshipers: 

* “When you are entered into the land that Je¬ 
hovah your God is giving you, you must not learn 
to do according to the detestable things of those 
nations. There should not be found in you anyone 
who makes his son or his daughter pass through 
the fire, anyone who employs divination, a prae- 
ticer of magic or anyone who looks for omens or 
a sorcerer, or one who binds others with a spell 
or anyone who consults a spirit medium or a pro¬ 
fessional foreteller of events or anyone who in¬ 
quires of the dead. For everybody doing these 
things is something detestable to Jehovah, and on 
account of these detestable things Jehovah your 
God is driving them away from before you. You 
should prove your- If faultless with Jehovah your 

H. I Are fiU the books that make up the Holy in hie h«nro- 
nlous? (b> In i hr tLriiL bnok of Uir whst pi oaouorettt^tit 

by God atcalnst a dcniim Is recordedT 

9. Concerning what manifestations- of dnoonlsm did God warn 
ills wor.thlpors, as recorded at Deuteronomy IS: 9-i-t? 
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God, For these nations whom you are dispossessing 
used to listen to those practicing magic and to 
those who divine; but as for you, Jehovah your 
God has not given you anything like this.” 
—Deuteronomy (“Second Law") 18:9-14, 

J1 In the last book of the Bible here are some of 
the statements against demonisorn: “Thus will! a 
swift pitch will Babylon the great city be hurled 
down, and she w ill never be found again. . . . for 
by your spiritistic practice all the nations were 
misled.” (Revelation 18:21-23) “But as for the 
cowards and those without faith and those who 
are disgusting in their filth and murderers and 
fornicators and those practicing spirit i- tn and 
idolaters and all the liars, their portion will be in 
the lake that burns with fire and sulphur. This 
means the second death.” Also: “Outside are the 
dogs and those who practice spiritism and the 
fornicators and the murderers and the idolaters 
and everyone liking and carrying on a lie.”——Reve¬ 
lation 21 :S and 22:15. 

11 Since all the Bible writers, from the prophet 
Moses the first of them to the Christian apostle 
John the last of those writers, were unitedly 
again ^ I demon ism, they would seek no aid from 
the demons in any of their waitings. The demons 
or unclean spirits were not permitted to give any 
testimony concerning God’s purpose or his chosen 
servants. Nineteen centuries ago, when the anoint- 
ed FTophet from Nazareth was carrying on his 
work in the Middle East, he refused to let demons 
share in his religious work. We read: “So he cured 
many that were ill with various sicknesses, and he 
expelled many demons, but he would not let the 
demons speak, because they knew him to he 
Christ.” (Mark !:34> “Even the unclean spirits, 

10, in ttui Bible's lust whz it nUK'nwni* ftjgfrirLst dtrmojvlsm 

isj 15 Jtoujici? 

11. < ri.fr Krr>m whftt sem t:e iHd 151 bit? writers ftever Kfnhk aid? 
cb> Whal did Gods anointed Prophet from N^uiartth rritiM 1 in 
lii-l tile demons do, and how dots tlie Bible testify to ibis? 
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whenever they would behold him, would prostrate 
themselves before him and cry out T saying: ‘You 
are the Son of God/ But many times he sternly 
charged them not to make him known/' (Mark 3: 
11, 12) “By laying his hands upon each one of 
them lie would cure them. Demons also would 
come oul of many, shouting and saying: ‘You are 
the Son of God/ But, rebuking them, he would not 
permit t heso* to s \ >e:ik. 1 >ec; hi'L' f; 1 1 *y kncw him to 
be the Christ/' (Luke 4:40, 41 j Christ's apostles 
imitated him in this respect* 

For example, we read this about Paul when 
preaching in Philippi, Greece; “As we were going 

to the place of prayer, a certain 
servant girl with a spirit, a demon 
of divination, met us. She used to 
furnish her masters wii fi much 
gain by practicing the art of pre¬ 
diction. This girl kept following 
Paul and us and crying out 
with the words: 

’These men are 
slaves of the 
Most High God, 
who arc pub¬ 
lishing to you 
the way of salvation/ This she 
kept doing for many days. Fi¬ 
nally Paul got tired of it and 
turned and said to the spirit: 

T order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
oul of her/ And it aune out that very hour/' 
—Acts 36:16-18. 

! *The spirit that had obsessed that sfavc girl 
was try ing to put on an appearance here of serving 
the Most High God and was thus trying to give 
the idea that the predictions made by the girl up 
till then were Inspired of God and W ere truthful, 




17. How did thi* Chri.Miliii uphinMc Haul manifest tin altitude 
like rlui l of OirLst Lowmr*i tile demons,. mill With whuL result** 
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reliable. The apostle Pan] saw through this hypoc¬ 
risy and deception and turned down all cooper¬ 
ation with a spirit demon. For doing this the 
masters of the slave girl caused Paul and his com¬ 
panion Silas to be put in prison; but God delivered 
them that night.—-Acts 16: E 9-34. 

11 We can be sure* therefore, that no appeal was 
made to the demons in writing the sixty-six books 
of the Holy Bible. The fact is that the demons 
could never write or produce such a book as the 
Bible. For exztmpie, the experience of Joseph the 
great-grandson of the patriarch Abraham the He¬ 
brew before Pharaoh the king of Egypt proved 
this. This is recorded in the first book of the Bible, 




in chapter forty-one. In the one night the God of 
Abraham and of Joseph sent two dreams to Pha¬ 
raoh. while Joseph was yet un¬ 
justly in prison. To get the 
dreams interpreted, what did 
Pharaoh do? 

1; Genesis 41:8 tells us: 

M And it devel- 
opecl in the 
morning tl iuI 
his spirit be¬ 
came agitated. 

So he sent 
and called all 
the magic- 
practicing 

priests of Egypt and ad her wise 
men, and Pharaoh went on to relate 
his dreams to them. But there was 
no interpreter of them for Pha¬ 
raoh." The demons had not inspired 
those meaningful dreams of Pha- 


14. 15- In what way dill the experience of Jo&t>ph before' Phoruuh 

in Enypt prow that Utcr Hiblo was snot written with the help 
of demons? 
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raoh nor could they help those Egyptian magicians 
and wise men to interpret the dreams. Finally Pha¬ 
raoh was obliged to summon Joseph from prison 
Lo interpret the dreams. Before doing so, Joseph 
said to Pharaoh: **X need not be considered! God 

will announce welfare to Pharaoh* . . . The dream 
of Pha raoh is but one. What the true God is doing 
he has told to Pharaoh.' 1 (Genesis 4 1:16, 25) Pha¬ 
raoh’s dreams, Joseph’s interpretation of them, 
and the accurate fulfillment of the dreams upon 
tiie land of Egypt are written down in the first 
book of the Bible, all without the help or participa¬ 
tion of the demons and their magicians, of course. 

14 Another case showing the inability of Ihe de¬ 
mons to produce such a hook of truth as t he Bible 
Is that of Daniel, another descendant of the pa¬ 
triarch Abraham, before Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon. God sent the king a dream of a great 
image, of four sections of metals, that a stone cut 
out of a mountain without human hands crushed 
to powder. The king forgot the dream by morning, 
but demanded that the dream be both recalled and 
then explained* The account of the matter says: 
"So tiie king said to call the magic-practicing 
priests and the conjurers and the sorcerers and the 
Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams.” (Daniel 
2:1, 2) The pract cers of demonism proved unable 
to do so. 

I? Then the prophet Daniel, whom the king called 
Belteshazzar, asked to see the king and he both 
recalled the king’s dream and told its remarkable 
meaning. When proceeding io do this, Daniel said: 
“The secret that the king himself is asking, the 
wise men, the conjurers, the magic-practicing 
priests and the astrologers themselves are unable 
to show to the king* However, there exists a God 
in the heavens who is a Revealer of secrets, and 


16, 17, now cUd thi> ovcrtls tutitociulcd with NcSHu h^rlm'-JeasarV 
drefiTii about a ftreat Imnijrc ajtai n dcHionstrcLU- the? inn bill iy 
tile demons to produce sinb u book of truth t±$ the Bible? 
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he has made knovm to Kin^ Nebuchadnezzar what 
is to occur in the final part of the days/’ The 
inability of the demon gods of Babylon was thus 
made painfully apparent.—Daniel 2:27-45. 

1 * On a later occasion King 
N ebuchadnezzar ha: I anoOier 
dream from the God of heav¬ 
en. In telling what 
followed, the king 
said: “At that 
time tin * 1 magic* 
practicing priests, 
tlte conjurers, the 
Chaldeans and 
the astrologers 
were entering: and I was saying be¬ 
fore them what the dreetm was, but 
its interpretation they were not mak¬ 
ing known to me.” Thus again the 
demons disappointed their earthly s 
prophet Daniel as the servant of 
God proved able to tell the meaning of the dream. 
Just as he Interpreted the dream, so it happened 
with the king. Like the preceding dream of King 
Nebuchadnezzar, this second dream and On niel's 
explanation of it and how it was fulfilled upon the 
king are recorded in the Bible* free of all help 
fr om the demons, f Daniel 4:1-37) The Holy Bible 
owes nothing to the demons, but everything to 
God, and for that reason *it is the one book of truth. 

** In Ephesus, a city of Asia Minor, the Chris¬ 
tian apostle Paul taught for some months and also 
performed miraculous cures: “And the wicked 
spirits came out" of demon-possessed people. What 
resulted? Paul’s companion Luke writes to tell us: 



vants. The 
Most High 


is. (y) On 4i Utter occasion, how did the demoia Again disappoint 
I heir earthly aervsmls, hut what reliable i n'nmiat lr>u tJXt| the* 
Most iiijeh God convoy lu Lite prophet JDanlel? (b) Where la th;> 
recorded? 

1 Wti:it oiTHrrotici'.i In KphcsV# make It clear that the Holy 
Uiible borrowed noLhinji from books of niaglc inspired by demons? 
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“And many of those who had become believers 
would come and confess and report their practices 
openly. Indeed, Quite a number of those who prac¬ 
ticed magical arts brought their books together 
and burned them up before everybody. And they 
calculated together the prices of them and found 
i hem worth fifty thousand pieces of silver. Thus 
i n a mighty way the word of Jehovah kept grow¬ 
ing and prevailing.” (Acts 19:11-20) This makes 
it clear that the Holy Bible has borrowed nothing 
from books of magic inspired by demons. 

*°The Bible does not mix God's word with that 
of the demons. 11 plainly says to worshipers of the 
Jiving and true God: “The things which the na¬ 
tions sacrifice they sacrifice to demon.-, and not to 
God; and T do not want you to become sharers 
with the demons. You cannot be drinking the cup 
of Jehovah and the cup of demons; you cannot be 
partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah* and the table 
of demons.” (1 Corinthians 10:20, 21) Instead of 
sharing with the demons, it is necessary for wor ¬ 
shipers of the living and true God to fight against 
the demons. To the worshipers of God at Ephesus 
the apostle Paul wrote: “Put on the complete suit 
of armor from God that you may be able to stand 
firm against the machinations of the Devil; be¬ 
cause we have a fight, not against blood and flesh, 
but against the governments, against the authori¬ 
ties, against the world rulers of this darkness* 
against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly 

places.” In this warfare, God’s worshipers need 
“the sword of the spirit, that is, God’s word. 11 
—Ephesians 6:11-17. 

- 1 As never before in human history, we today 
need to war against those “wicked spirit forces in 
the heavenly places,” the demons. We are living 

2&J. ljopj; tht* i’ihlc- mix Ucul't word with that of demons. anti 
hniv iJo Hi * 1 Scriptures make this clear? 

2J, To what wjuratii'* written niiR'lwn ernLuriet ugo should we 
txiy particular attention Iji our day? 
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nineteen centuries later from when Paul wrote 


thus against the demons, and by now at least we 
should be living in a later period against which he 
warned, saying: < *The inspired utterance says defi¬ 
nitely that in later periods of time some will fail 
away from the faith, paying attention to mislead¬ 
ing inspired utterances and teachings of demons, 
by the hypocrisy of men who speak lies, marked in 
their conscience as with a branding iron; forbid¬ 
ding to marry, commanding to abstain from foods 
which God created to be partaken of with thanks¬ 
giving by those who have faith and accurately 
know the truth,”—1 Timothy 4:1-3. 

** Since Paul wrote, many persons who claim to 
worship the one living and true God have fallen 
away to religions, ancient and more recent, that 


are soaked or tainted with demonism. 



leading inspired utterances and teachings of de¬ 
mons,” In our search to find out which sacred 


book of religion is the truth we need to avoid ail 
such expressions of demonism, in order not to be 
misled. In its hostility to demonism the Holy Bible 
avoids and rejects all such misleading Inspired ut¬ 
terances and teachings of demons. This guarantees 
that the Bible is the truth, God’s Word* If we 
follow it faithfully we shall not be misled, to our 
destruction. 


FORETELLER OF THUVG5 T<! COME 

** Another way by which the Holy Bible can be 
proved to be the one sacred book of divine truth 
is by proving that what it has foretold has come 
true. The Bible is distinguished from all other 
venerated books of religion in that it is prophetic. 
Aa a whole it is a Book of prophecy, since it both 
records prophecies and reports the fulfillment of 


22. To what have many persons Cullen away, anti why will the 
Bible a i«l us to civot<| belnj£ loisled? 

33, What else dlstlngtil-vhc- ■ i he f tdc from all Other venerated 

bOOtCS of ret lELon ? 
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those prophecies that had time to be fulfilled be¬ 
fore the Bible was fin ish ed nineteen hundred years 
ago. 

34 In its very first book. Genesis, the Bible sets 
out prophecies that are fundamental and or the 
greatest Importance to the happiness and welfare 
of mankind; and in its sixty-sixth and last book. 
Revelation, it presents a whole prophecy. The 
opening words of Revelation bear witness to that 
fact, saying: “A revelation by Jesus Christ, winch 
God gave him, to show his slaves the things that 
must shortly take place. And he sent for i h his 
angel and presented it in signs through him to his 
slave John, who bore witness to the word God 
gave and to the witness Jesus Christ gave, even to 
all the things he saw."—Revelation 1:1, 2. 

-* If it is true that God gave this last great 
prophecy of the Holy Bible through Jesus Christ, 
it is also true that this same God gave us the Cr^i 
prophecy written down in the Holy Bible, in its 
first book, Genesis. Read again those words in 
Genesis 3:15, addressed really to the demon that 
was invisibly behind the victimized serpent that 
died about six thousand years ago: J T shall put 
enmity between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her seed. lie will braise you in the 
head and you will bruise him in the heel.” Who 
spoke those words? It was Jehovah God. His words 
were a prophecy, the first prophecy recorded in the 
Bible, a prophecy' from which the Bible never gcu 
away. As to the final f ulfillm ent of that prophecy, 
there is a complete connection between that first 
prophecy in the first book of the Bible and the 
revelation of its fulfillment in the last book of the 
Bible, as follows: 

34, fa} In Genesis what kind of prophecies are set out ? <b) Who 
la tdentl tied ;ij 1_he art i: ana tor of the prophetic Lnforjnation rr— 
crortfeil in tho 1-ist laoi>Jt ol the Bible? 

25. fa) What la Lite first urnphecy In the Holy Bible, and who 
sjjoko it? (t») Is then* any further mention of (His prophecy in 
the Bible? 
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- fl J, Ancl I saw an angel coming down out of 
heaven with the key of the nhyss and a great chain 
in his hand. And he seized the dragon, the original 
serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years. And he burled him into 
the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, that 
he might not mislead the nations any more until 
the thousand years were ended. After these things 
he must be let loose for a little while.”—Revela¬ 
tion 20:1-3. 

After seeing that in a miraculous prophetic 
vision, the apostle John was carried forward in 
time for a thousand years, to when that great 
Demon, ‘'the dragon, the origin: ! serpent, who is 
the Devil and Satan,” is let out of the abyss and 
fails in his new try at misleading all mankind on 
cart h and is then wiped out of all existence any¬ 
where, as if plunged into lire mixed with sulphur. 
(Revelation 20:7-10) He has not yet been bound 
and Imprisoned in an abyss for a thou;’arid years; 
For the past six thousand years he has been on 
the loose and is still misleading the vast majority 
of mankind today. When the apostle John wrote 
the Revelation, it was at the close of the first cen¬ 
tury of our Common Era, 

s * So what the apostle John saw in vision, in 
signs, were “the things that must shortly take 
place.” All the evidences are that the Demon, Sa¬ 
tan the Devil, must yet be bound and put away in 
an abyss for t he foretold ; housand years. Hy 
measuring on this basis we can see that the Holy 
Bible foretells the future history of mankind for 
at least a thousand years in advance of our day. 

s * The original prophecy of God concerning the 
bruising of the Serpent's head is a ‘thing in which 

26. 21. (a) In Ttcvcleilion SO* T*10, wlwt 1 ns to (ft# 

fuliillment of that prophecy in Genesis? <h) Have these things yet 
taken 

Ho how Ziir beyond our day does the Bible foretell the history 
of mankind ? 

29 I* that prophecy about the bruKirsg or the Serpent'® head 
reliable " 
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St is impossible for God to lie' and In which he 
will never be proved a liar* 

None but the true, ever-living God could pro¬ 
duce a book of prophecy that comes true in all 
its prophecies* As to prophecy, the Holy Bible is 
outstanding and is ixnoqualed by any other re¬ 
ligious book in the history of mao, past or present. 

51 Counting from the first occurrences in Num¬ 
bers 11:25-27 the verb "to prophesy" is found 
143 times in the Sacred Scriptures, Hebrew and 
Greek. The words "prophet fs)" and "prophetess" 
occur 471 times, counting from Genesis 20:7, 
where God called the Hebrew patriarch Abraham 
a "prophet." The word "prophetic" occurs twice, 
and the word "prophecy" or "prophecies" occurs 
22 times, the word "prophesying" once. Besides 
this, the Hebrew word for "seer” is user! II times, 
as, for instance, in connection with the prophet 
Samuel* Cl Samuel 9:9, 11, 18, 19) The seven He¬ 
brew words mid tile two Greek wt-rib; llinl ere 
translated "vision(s)" occur 84 (71 4- 13) times. 
The Hebrew word for ‘Visionary" is used 22 times. 

a - Besides this, there is the Hebrew word for 
"burden" or "weighty message" or "pronounce¬ 
ment/ * which is used 29 times from Proverbs 30:1 
on to Malachi 1:1 in the sense of a solemn proph¬ 
ecy or a prophecy of doom. Tims, in the case of 
Malachi, who is the last of the Twelve Minor 
(Lesser) Prophets, his prophecy, written in He¬ 
brew. is called "a pronouncement" (w/s$d). This 
location of Malachi T s prophecy in the Hebrew 
Scriptures corresponds with the fact that the book 
listed last in the whole Bible of sixty-six books is 
the prophecy called Revelation, written in Greek* 
¥tom this it is seen that the whole Bible, from 
start to finish, is abundantly marked by references 

3d. What must, bo true* aa to authoKiiip at «ucn a : -_>>t of tni» 
proplHNiy. and Lb iht*re nn>r*» than owe such reltfilous book? 
31, 32, What oppressions mar5c the Bible, from start u> flaUb. 
a£ a book of prophociy T 
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to prophecy, without fear that any of its proph¬ 
ecies would fait and prove to be a lie, a falsehood. 

" a According to what is said in the letter of Jude 
(the second-last book of the Bible), verses four¬ 
teen and fifteen, the man Enoch of 3404-3039 be¬ 
fore our Common Era was the first human prophet 
faithful to God, The last one of the entire Bible 
was the Christian prophet, the apostle John, who 
received the Revelation. 






31 According to the Bible, there 
were pre-Christian prophets, the last 
of whom was John the Baptist, the 
son of Zechariah the priest, arid 
there were* Chr istian prophets, "he 
first of whom was Jesus Christ, lie 
was the greatest of 
all the prophets HgH 

reported in the 
Bible. (Acts 3: 

19-25; Ephesians 2*19, 

20; 4:11-1G> One thing 
is certain about all 
these fai t b ful proph¬ 
ets of the living 
God; they were not 
under the influence 
of demons nor in- 
sphied by the de¬ 
mons. King David 
said concerning his 
prophecies: °The 

spirit of Jehovah it was that spoke by me, and his 
word was upon my tongue. 1 '' (2 Samuel 23:1, 21 
**The holy spirit spoke beforehand by David's 
mouth/ 1 (Acts 1:16) The Christian apostle Peter 


XI. Who was the Hr*t Human proplu't f:ilUifnJ to God, nnd who 
was On* iilL-It; prophfL? 

M. to.) WliiU iv n% iJie mime of the last prr-Chrtatjnr, prophet. jmd 
who was the jjroat-tffcl t>f ail Jitdu prophifUt* lb) How do the 
start i» tutus Identify the source of U-e is.b-ie |>r^hhoclea? 
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I joints to the nondemonic, godly source of the 
Bible prophecies by saying: “No prophecy of 
Scripture springs from any private Interpretation. 
For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s 
will, but men spoke * from God as they were home 
along by holy spirit-”—2 Peter 1:20, 21. 

1,1 In the last book of the Bible God’s angel spoke 
of an essential idea in genuine prophecy when he 
said to the apostle John: ’’All I am is a fellow slave 
of you and of your brothers who have the work of 
witnessing to Jesus, Worship God; for the bearing 
witness to Jesus is what inspires prophesying*" 
—Revelation 19:10. 

**Thus the holy writings of the complete Bible 
were written under no demonic inspiration, but 
under the inspiration of the spirit of God, who 
does not lie and who cannot lie. The last two books 
of the inspired Hebrew Scriptures to be written 
were those of Jerusalem's Governor Nehemiah and 
the prophet Malftchi, about the year 443 B.C.E. 
When Jesus Christ, about whom the Hebrew Scrip¬ 
tures prophesy, was born, it was the autumn of 
the year 2 B.C.E. Between his birth and the last 
Hebrew prophet there was a gap of 441 years. 

37 This gap allowed over four centuries of time 
to pass by for the Hebrew Scriptures concerning 
the promised Messiah, Jesus, to begin to come true. 
That they would come true was made sure by the 
fact that so many of the earlier Bible prophecies 
had already been fulfilled and the fulfillment of 
those prophecies was reported in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. But after the passage of these four 
centuries since the finishing of the writing of the 

36. WH»t *11<1 Hour:- nngi*l tell the apostle John as to genuine 
projitwrey ? 

36, 37, {a I Why ran we feci confident ilk to the truthfulness of 
Hie Bible? (b) How tn:my yettrs eliipsLMl between (be vvrttJn^ 
of Iho last hooks of Uio inspired Hebrew Scriptures and iii< 
birth vi JctttLfi CbrLsl. but wlint made r-ure the fulCJinnent of 
tin* prophecies about the Mess tali? 
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Hebrew Scriptures the time was approaching for 
the prophecies concerning the coming of the prom¬ 
ised Messiah, Jesus, to go into f ulfillm ent. Cer¬ 
tainly, then, the God of those Hebrew Scriptures 
would see to it that the fulfillment of such proph¬ 
ecies should also be pul on record- Where? 

■ Tn inspired Scriptures written in the common 
Greek of the time, which was the international 
language of the first century of our Common Era. 
It would be reasonable to expect that in those in¬ 
spired Greek Scriptures the writer's would call al¬ 
ien tinn to the fulfillment of the ancient Hebrew" 
Scriptures. In fact, that was one purpose for writ¬ 
ing those inspired Greek Scriptures, to prove the 
fulfillment of ancient Hebrew prophecies. Thus 
God the One who inspired the prophecies would 
prove true, and his promised Messiah and his cho¬ 
sen people would be plainly identified to us. 

In the inspired Greek Scriptures the life ac¬ 
count of the Messiah as written by the apostle 
Matthew is generally pul first. Well, now. In the 
very first chapter of Matthew's account the ful¬ 
fillment of Hebrew prophecy in the year 2 B.C.E, is 
remarked upon, in these words: 14 All this actually 
came about for that to fulfilled which was 
spoken by Jehovah through his prophet, saying: 
‘Look! The virgin will become pregnant and will 
give blfth to a son, and they will call his name 
'Immanuel,* which means, when translated, 'With 
Us Is God. 1 ”—Matthew 1 :22, 23; Isaiah 7:14. 

In the second chapter of Matthew throe ful¬ 
fillments of prophecy are noted, in ihcsc words: 
(1) k TIe stayed there until the decease of Herod, 
for that to be fulfilled which was spoken by Je¬ 
ss. Where is Uu* record of the fulfillment of those Hebrew 
prophecies, and what docs it |imvi: nhouc rv One who imipir-M 

1 ho*ii * prophecies ? 

30. In UM vt-ijr first chapter 0 f Matthew's account of the life 
of the Messiah, what prophn'A fuJrijjim.nl Js remarked upon? 
40. What three t li liniments of prophecy are noted in the second 
chapter of Matthew? 
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hovah through his prophet, saying: ‘Out of Egypt 
I called my son. 1 ” (2) “Then that was fulfilled 
which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet* 
saying: ‘A voice was heard in Raman, weeping and 
much wailing; . . , '" (3) “He withdrew into the 
territory of Galilee, and came and dwelt in a city 
named Nazareth, that there might be fulfilled 
what was spoken through the prophets; ‘He will 
be called a Nazarone/ “ Matthew 2:1b. 17, IS, 
22, 23; Hosea 11:1; Jeremiah 31:15; Isaiah 31:1.* 

14 Thereafter throughout the rest of the Greek 
Scriptures the records of the fulfil(merits of in¬ 
spired Hebrew Scriptures are introduced with such 
expressions as “That there might be fulfilled what 
w as spoken,'- or similar expressions. For instances 
"But all tins has taken place for the scriptures of 
the prophets to be fulfilled/* (Matthew 26:56) 
‘Nevertheless, it is in order that the Scriptures 
may be fulfilled/* (Mark 14:49) “These are my 
words which I spoke to you while I was yet with 
you f that all the things written In the law of Moses 
and in the Prophets and Psalms about me must be 
fulfilled/' (Luke 24:44) "But it is that the word 
written in their Haw may be fulfilled ‘They hated 
me without cause/ '* (John 15:25) “But in this 
way God has fulfilled the things he announced 
beforehand through the mouth of all tile prophets, 
that his Christ would suffer/* (Acts 3: IS) "The 
good news about the promise made to the fore¬ 
fathers, that God has entirelv fulfilled it to us their 

r 

children in that he resurrected Jesus: even as it is 
written in the second psalm/*—Acts 13:32, 33. 

# The Hebrew word ttefser. meaning “branch/' in 
Isaiah 11:1 is possibly the root <<i ii c name Nazareth, 
possibly meaning "Branch-town/' 


41. 43, f*0 nirni'-L^.Jiout rc*#t Of Ulc ,Sit iilurcs, what 

CJLUiiujaions htf used In itn.mdow records of fulfillment of the 
*T**hrow Scriptures*; fb> How many times do $uch expressions 
occur in fim- i piivd tjrcels Scripture 1 
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** Such expressions about the fulfillment of an¬ 
cient Hebrew prophecies occur twenty-seven times 
in the inspired Greek Scriptures. 

tJ In Matthew 2:5, 6 we read: “They said to 
him: 'In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is how il 
has been written through the prophet, “And you* 
O Bethlehem of the land of Judah, * . . out of you 
will come forth a governing one* who will shep¬ 
herd my people.” 1 ” In scores of places the coming 
true of prophecy is called to our attention by the 
expression “It is written/’ or* “Just as it is 
written/* or something similar, to emphasize that 
God’s mil hen tic prophecies were written down in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. Such expressions concern¬ 
ing the fulfillment of the written Hebrew proph¬ 
ecies occur ninety or mom times in the Greek 
Scriptures. 

11 Jesus Christ himself was a prophet who called 
attention to the way in which God’s law applied 
and to the way in which the Hebrew prophecies 
were fulfilled, by repeatedly using the expression 
•‘It Is written/* or a like expression. Why did Jesus 
Christ thus continually refer back to the written 
Word of God? It was because, as he said in his 
prayer to God for his followers, 'T have given your 
word to them, . . . Sanctify them by means of the 
truth; your word is truth/’ (John 17:14-17) There 
Jesus Christ called the inspired Hebrew Scrip¬ 
tures, from which he continually quoted* the 
“truth/* Moreover, what -he preached and taught 
his disciples was also the word from God and was 
likewise the “truth/’ So when his disciples wrote 
down what Jesus said* that written record in Greek 
was the “truth/ 1 Such a thing can be said for no 

43. What other expressions *re used to identify tin- fulfilment 
t.if written Hebrew proplUicleS. and Jiow ruiiiiy times do UlCRO ex- 

J resslun . ui'iTtir lxt tin; Orcek 

1. (rO Wfay did Christ continually refer to the written 

Word ot CJod!* ft*) How can it be said that the written record 
mude bis discir*l«* was the * ’LruLit* 1 ? (c) So which sacred 
hook of religion contains the "UrtiLli” f 
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other religious book on earth. The Holy Bible 
alone contains such “truth/ 1 

46 The Hebrew Scriptures tell of the fulfillment 
of many or the prophecies that came true before 
Jesus was bom in the year 2 B.CJC. Referring to 
the divine prophecy in 1 Samuel 2; 21-36 and 3:10- 
14, the account in 1 Kings 2:27 reports: "So Sol¬ 
omon drove out Abiathar from serving as a priest 
of Jehovah, to fulfill Jehovah’s word that he had 
spoken against the house of Eli in Shiloh/’ 

44 Referring to Jeremiah’s prophecies concern¬ 
ing the desolation of Jerusalem and the land of 
Judah for seventy years, the account in 2 Chron¬ 
icles 36:20-23 says: “He carried off those remain¬ 
ing from the sword captive to Babylon, and they 



a me to lx? servants to him and his sons until the 
royalty of Persia began to reign; to fulfill Jeho¬ 
vah’s word by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had paid off its sabhnths. AH the days of 
lying desolated it kept sabbath, to fulfill seventy 
years. And in the Erst year of Cyrus the king of 

45, 4<L What record of the fuHUEment of prophet v do we find 
In rhr Hebrew ■ vnu-*::s thcmsoiVDis at (a.» l ‘KHifi.-i 3:37? 
«b« 2 Oiro nicies 36 : aJ-ZJ? 
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Peipsi a, that Jehovah's word by the mouth of Jere¬ 
miah might be accomplished, Jehovah roused The 
spirit of Cyrus the king of Persia, so that he 
caused a cry to pass through all his kingdom, and 
also in writing, saying: ‘This is what Cyrus the 
king of Persia has said. 1 " In this way the inspired 
Hebrew Scriptures contain within themselves their 
own evidence of their truthfulness, besides the 
testimony from the later Greek Scriptures. 

However, not all the prophecies were reported 
in the Greek Scriptures as fulfilled* There are 
many Hebrew prophecies that have had fulfillment 
since the writing of the Christian Greek Scrip¬ 
tures, and many of these prophecies are having 
fulfillment in our own modern day. P'urthermoro, 
the Christian Greek Scriptures themselves contain 
prophecies that have undergone fulfillment Since 
being written, and many of these have been under¬ 
going fulfillment since the year 1914, in which 
World War I broke out. 

4S What does all this evidence concerning the ful¬ 
fillment of divine prophecy serve to prove? This, 
that all the other TSibie prophecies that are yet due 
to be f ulfill ed will certainly come true. Such proph¬ 
ecies, having still a future fulfillment, are just as 
reliable for us as were those prophecies already 
come true. The Bible's prophetic value and truth¬ 
fulness are thus strengthened. 

40 It is just as the Christian apostle Peter wrote 
concerning the experience that he and James and 
John had in the mountain in the Middle Blast, when 
Jesus Christ was gloriously transfigured before 

ff, (n> Had all Lhf? Hebrew prophecies fulfilled at tin* 

of writing of the Christian Grock Scripture**? ip} Particularly* 
since whit yt^ir have many prophecies in Hie Christian tlrecfc 
fSOTljjturcs been undergoing: fiIlment ‘ 

48, Whjtl is provi'-1 l*\ ail this evMeriCe concern 1 rig the fulfill* 
mem of divine prophwy? 

4if, 50, (a) How has; the fulfilIrrtent of RStile prdQtusicy aiT^’ecI 
u$ in the same way that the of Jcswss ©ffi-ru-d 

those of Jesus* npostl**s who wm wftli Mm on thnt ocaoi™? 

Sq, of all the Mwrrod books of religion in existenoe* which 
one must wo conclude is the* *’ truth t 
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their eyes and God's words from heaven were 
heard: “Yes, these words we heard borne from 
heaven while vve were with him in the holy moun¬ 
tain. Consequently we have the prophetic word 
made more sure; and you are doing well in paying 
attention to it its to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until day dawns and a daystar rises, in your 
hearts. For you know this first, that no prophecy 
of Scripture springs from any private interpreta¬ 
tion. For prophecy was at no time brought by 
man's will, but men spoke from God as they were 
borne along by holy spirit.”—2 Peter 1:16-21. 

*°In like manner, by the steady fulfillment of 
its hundreds of prophecies, we have the Holy Bible 
“made more sure” as being God’s Word, the truth. 
Out of all the sacred books of religion in existence, 
the Holy Bible is the one Book that is the “truth." 

IN GOD'S OWN NAMK 

51 God’s prophecies in the Holy Bible arc "things 
in which it is impossible for God to lie.” He gave 
those prophecies in his own name, over his own 
signature, as it were. In harmony with that fad 
Lho Holy Bible is the only ancient book of religion 
that revealed God's personal name to us. In the 
second chapter of Sts first book God’s name is 
revealed to us; and for 6,961 times that name is 
written in the thirty-nine books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, it being spelled with the four Hebrew 
letters nirr (Yod f He, Warn, He. to correspond with 
our YHWH). Since I he twelfth century of our 
Common Era Europeans have pronounced the 
name as “Jehovah.” But today there are many 
scholars who think its correct pronunciation is 
“Yahweh." For the honor of his name, Jehovah 
God must keep his word and fulfill his prophecies 
that he might prove himself to be true, reliable. 


fit, ia> What Jr- the personal name of OchJ. am) tftN'Of Is UiTu 
r^vcniccl to usv tin Blcnv i : i ; »ir«c iturne ii t---> luted. with the ful¬ 
fill m-i-r»r of Dibit: pmpi.ociyJ 
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faithful to his word t and not a liar. He has already 
brought honor to his name by fulfilling so many 
prophecies. He Will yet completely vindicate his 
name, ‘"that people may know that you, whose 
name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over 
ah the earth."—Psalm 83:18, NW; AV ; AS; Yg . 

By proving that he is the one God! of true 
prophecy, the God who is almighty and able to 
make his prophecies come true. Jehovah distin¬ 
guishes himself from all the false gods of the false 
religions. In the Holy Bible he challenges all the 
gods of the worldly nations to prove that they 
are gods of true prophecy. Let such gods seek the 
help of the demons to prove their own godship. 
Let those false gods produce their witnesses, their 
priests, their clergymen, their monks, their nuns, 
their preach cm's, and let these would-be witnesses 
prove from all. other sacred books of religion that 
their gods Eire gods of true prophecy and hence are 
true gods, worthy of being worshiped as gods. 

•* As regards himself, Jehovah has produced 
eye wit nesses of his deeds in actual history dov, \ 
to this day. Today his witnesses can recognize and 
Identify his works and doings by the fulfillment of 
his written prophecies. They can point to his writ¬ 
ten Word, the Holy Bible, and locate the prophecy 
that fits the fulfillment and can say: "It is the 
truth!" To his faithful worshipers who bear wit¬ 
ness for him he says in the words of his prophet 
Isaiah (according to the .American Standard Ver¬ 
sion Bible): "Ye are my witnesses, sailh Jehovah, 
„ . . I have declared, and I have saved, and I have 
showed; and there was no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and 
I am God. Yea, since the day was I am he; and 
there is none that m deliver out of my hand: I 

BSl now doc a reliable prophecy dlsllnguish Jehovah a* the true* 

( timS 7 

i l! } Uoes Jehovah havp witnesses who testify to IlLs {feeds? 
lb) How dap they Identify his works in the events Of our day? 
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will work, and who can hinder it?* r —Isaiah 43: 
10-13. 

a * For this reason the written Word of God, die 
Holy Bible, stands forth as a challenge against all 
the other ancient sacred books of religion. None 
of these latter books can stand up against the Bible 
as the Book of true prophecy and hence as the in¬ 
fallible Word of the one living and true God. As 
the one Book that is the truth, the Holy Bible does 
not contradict itself or contradict the true facts, 
the realities, the works of creation, Ihe aulhentic 
history of mail, nor even the proved scientific 
facts of our day. The Bible pursues one theme 
throughout alt its pages from beginning to end. 
It holds forth as its dominant teaching the prom¬ 
ised kingdom of God as exercised through his 
promised Messiah, the Anointed One, for blessing 
all the families of the earth. 

05 Prove to yourself that the Holy Bible is the 
one Book of the truth. Read it* study it, follow 11, 
and receive the greatest blessing in your life. 

f*) Sow dor's (hr* fiitilt prove Itaflf ■ uiKTior to all tho other 
sacred books of rinlsihii? (bi What is Its cloirtinnmi teitchtng!' 
55. now should ws use tb*?* Bible*, jttwf wiih whut to 

oursr-lM**'" 



CHAPTER 


The True-Life Story 

as Told by the Holy Bible 


HE TTOLY B T BLE opens up its true- 
life story by stating the most fundn- 
metital scientific truth: “In the beginning Gael 
created the heavens and the earth/' 

- In creating the earth God’s purpose was to 
have it peopled with a race of perfect men and 
women, gifted with his own divine Qualities of 
love, wisdom, justice and power and having in 
subjection the fish of the sea, the flying creatures 
of the heavens and every other living creature 
moving on the ground, in ^ix periods of time or 
creative “days” he prepared the conditions on and 
about the earth for the appearance of man and 
woman at the end of the sixth creative “day/* 

* First he caused light to shine toward this earth 
in preparation. Then he produced an expanse of 
atmosphere above the water that covered all the 
globe by elevating above and around the earth 
a blanket of waters in such quantity as to be 
able to deluge the earth for forty 'lays in 
succession at God’s due time. This produced a 

PltOOF Forc THt AEOVf CAN fif FOUND IN 0f NFS'S CHAFFERS 1 AND 7 . 

1. With a staurrmm of what fxuxdarntf ntal truth does the Bible's 
true ii ' o Atory opoo 7 

2. What was Owl’s purpose In creating: the earth 7 

5*5. During six creative "days'* ur j> Mods of time. what, did 
God do i>y wrai of preparing the earth for MtHtauon by man 7 

45 














!G ‘THINGS IN WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO Ut 

ho t he >ukc co ndi t i o n 
atx>ut our plarot. i T e 
n e x t c a u s e d d r y 
land to tippear above 
the sui'face of the 
seas upon the globe, 
thereafter clothing 
the earl b with abun¬ 
dant vegetation and 
fruitful trees. 

* T h e n God 
cleared up the at¬ 
mosphere i i jout tine 
earth enough to let 
the light from the 
sun, moon and stars (already in existence) filter 
through the water blanket and reach the surface 
oT the ground, so that day and night followed each 
other on the earth. 

; Xcxt “day” he made the waters on the earth 
swarm with moving forms of life and made flying 
creatures to wing their way through the atmo¬ 
sphere. On <4 day*' six he created animals to move 
about on the dry land and, as a glorious crown 
to his earthly creation, he made, first, man as 

GtNFSts chapter i ts the &ASts for tn formation Given here. 
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an earthly "son of 
God," and, then, 
woman, to be his 
wife and the mother 
of his children. At 
the close of the 
sixth creative 11 day” 

God saw that every* 
thing that he had 
made was “very 
good/' and not sin¬ 
ful. 

Thus with satis¬ 
faction God the Cre¬ 
ator could enter in¬ 
to a seventh “day/' to enjoy a sabbath by 
desisting from his earthly creative work. For this 
reason he b I * ? seed \ 1 1is seven rh “da y. 1 ’ r h a t i t m i %v, 1? 
realize all his purpose to have this earth filled 
with his earthly children In full-grown human per¬ 
fection, completely righteous, healthy and happy. 
In concluding the “history of the heavens and the 
eaith" God the Creator tells his human creatures 
his name. It is Jehovah (mn»), 

T “Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden, 
Howard the east, and there he put the man whom 



Iif’ had formed." A dim, the naan erno to he called 
That he might live healthily and happily in this 

heavenly Father 


earthly Paradise forever, h 

warned him not to eat from a certain kind of tree, 
“the tree of the know ledge of good and bad/* upon 
which a prohibition was placed. If man sin owl by 
breaking this prohibition, man, who was a “living 
soul,” would die and return to the gmund from 
which he had been taken. 


THE FACTS SET QUT AflOVE M TAKEN FftQM GENESIS I, 2. EUKE 3. 

6. WtuW was i hi* seventh “day'* to he Tor God, and on this 
"dajr' what was to Ik.* reaibfdl as respects the earth? (b) Where 

God reveal blii name and what U- ft? 

7. Who was thf i nrst umn, and under what renditions could 
he iiiive lived torwor in his paradise home? 






4S “THINGS IN WHICH If 15 IMPOSSIBLE TOH GQ£> TO U£‘ 
DEATH ENTERS THE W'OEU) OF MANKIND 

* Unseen to the man Adam and his wife Eve t an 
angelic son of God in the heavens had rebelled 
against Jehovah God. thus making himself Satan 
(“Register"). He proceeded to make himself also 
a Devil (“Slanderer") by becoming a “liar and 
the father of the lie/* Using a serpent in Eden to 

lie to Kve against 
Jehovah God, Sa¬ 
tan deceived Kve 
1o sin by eating 
t h e for b i d d e n 
fruit. Then she in- 
duced her hus¬ 
band Adam to sin 
by his also eating 
l lie for bidden 
fruit. At the 
sound of God's 
voice from the 
unseen heavens 
i hey tried t o h ide 

■ip 

themselves. God 
held a court of 
judgment there at 
Kden. In sentenc¬ 
ing Satan the Devil as a resister, slanderer p liar 
and manslayer, God used the serpent as a symbol 
of tiie great Deceiver, and said; “I shall put en¬ 
mity between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her seed. He will bruise you in the 
head and you will bruise him in the heel. * 

“ In these words of the Bible's first prophecy Je¬ 
hovah God revealed his newly formed purpose ro 
produce a "seed" or offspring from the ‘‘woman" 

$££ CfNESJS 3 AND JOHN H FOH CQNF.JrMATION ©F THtS ACCOUNT. 

8-10, (a) Who Is Sit Urn the Devil, and how did ho load mnnfclmi 
jiuo sin and death" ft» When «en1*jnc]i\g Solan. Uow did Ci>d 
oLnt to a futuro relief from Use luirni that mat \t iched otic 

ikd dollar 
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of his choice, which 4 ‘sect; would destroy the 
threat Serpent and all the Serpent's offspring and 
then undo all the hajTn that he had done to man¬ 
kind and take away all the slander and reproach 
that he had brought upon God's name. Who that 
seed" of God’s “woman" would be, God let re¬ 
main a sacred secret or mystery for more than 
the next four thousand years. But little by little 
during those thousands of years God gave hints 
of through which family head or patriarch, 
through which nation, through which tribe, 
through which family, through which “woman," 
this mysterious “seed" would at last come for 
mankind's sal vat ion. 




1,1 To bring about the death of sinful Adam and 
Eve, God drove them out of the gar¬ 
den of Ecien and away from its 4 ‘tree 

of life,” into the un¬ 
subdued earth. no%v 
put under a curse on 

s account. 

J! L4ke one "who 
originated with the 


first son 
their 
Abel, 


r/ 


son 


d 1 


one/' their 
Cain killed 
^od-fearing 

the first one of "so 
great a cloud of wit¬ 
nesses” for God. An¬ 
other son horn to 
Adam after Abel's 
dealh w hs called Seth, 
and he became the 
one through whom 
the human line of de- 


UHCI ON rut KE-COM> AT OCNE5ES 3, 4, 1 #OHM 3 Ar.D MtBitWS It, 17 . 


11-13. <n> Through which son of Atlum. clf>4_*3 tile LJ: .>Lt> trn« 

the human Hite of cleatMit of the Seed, of God's "woman" 7 
(bt How did Abel, Enoch .-uid NokIi show themselves to bi- 
(lltlcront from others of mankind? 
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scent of the Seed of God's “woman" is traced in 
the Holy Bible.* The sixth generation, when 
counted from Seth, produced Enoch, a man who 
kept “walking with the true God” and whom God 
made his prophet to foretell the corning of Jeho¬ 
vah God as Judge “to execute judgment against 
. . . all the ungodly.” 

“ Enoch's great-grandson was Noah, another 
man who ‘^walked with the true God." Meantime 


mankind in general had become very wicked. Even 
angelic sons of God fell in love with beautiful 
daughters of men and took on flesh to marry and 
live with them and to preduce heroic NcphiJlm. 



Earth 


second 


became filled with violence. 

11 God instructed 
Noah to build an ark 
to take inside 
his family and 
specimens of 
animal and 
bird life to pre- 
serve the m 
through the 
com i ng glo ba 1 
flood. On the day 
of the flood Noah 
and his wife and 
their three sons, Ja- 
pheth, Shem and 
Ham, and their three wives, 
took refuge in the ark. Then 
for forty days in a row the 
blanket of water that God 
acuiously kept in suspension since the 
creative “day" poured down, destroying 






all 




• From here on, the reader might find it a comple¬ 
mentary help to consult the genealogical chart following 
most of this chapter, on pages 112 . 113. 


WfS ACCOUNT IS DRAWN FROM Ot^ESIS 5-7, JUDE AND 2 PETER 3. 
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that “world of ungodly peo¬ 
ple” outside the ark. The next 
year, in the same lunar month 
of the year, God told Noah and 
his family to leave the ark. 

They resumed life on a dry 
earth by first render :ne wor¬ 
ship with animal sacrifices to 
God. God now let them add the flesh of animals to 
their diet but forbade them to eat or drink the 
blood of these. God commanded Noah and his sons 
to make their descendants swarm in Ihe earl h. Bui 
through which of the three sons would come the 
Seed of God’s woman? 



aftfr 



5 GLOBAL FLOOD 


11 Noah became a farmer. Because of disrespect¬ 
ful, shameless misconduct committed against him, 
he cursed his grandson Canaan, son of Ham, and 
pronounced a superior blessing upon Shorn, thus 
Indicating the one in whose line of descent the 
promised Seed would come. However, the line of 
Ilam pretended to produce the Seed, through 
another son of Ham named Cush. Cush became 
father to Nimrod, the “mighty hunter in opposi¬ 
tion to Jehovah/* Nimrod was the first human to 
set himself up as king. This lie did at Babel, or 
Babylon. When Jehovah God saw the unfaithful 
people building the city together with a tower 
of false religion, he broke up their project by 
confusing the one human language of that time. 
So the city came to Ije called Balxi or Babylon, 
which means "Confusion/" 


OEM ESI JJ 3-11 AND 3 PRfl! 2 PftOVIDE IKE BASIS fO ft THE AfrOVE, 


14. 15v (a) Which son of N'oah was the one in whose line of 
descent thr promised Seed would, come? (t>) What kind or 
utaikm did Wltnrod make for imrself, and so how did f a l e # 
roily ion vpread into uli piirbs at the world? 
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IS The frustrated build¬ 
ers scattered to other Jo- 
ca tions according to lan¬ 
guage groups but car- 
along with them 


their false Babylonish religion. 
Thus an empire of false Bab¬ 
ylonish religion was fount jied 
tliat became worldwide, which 
religious empire the last book 
of the Bible calls Babylon the 
Great. Nimrod also founded 
Nineveh, which later became 
the capital of the political em¬ 
pire of Assyria. Nimrod did not 
prove to be the promised Seed. 


10 The tenth generation, counted from Shem, 
brought forth the faithful man Abram, in the 
land of Ur of the Chaldeans, to the southeast of 
Babylon. Shem was still alive, at 525 years of age, 
when his descendant Abram left his homeland and 


family relationship at God's call and entered the 
Promised Land, the land of Canaan, to clinch 
God's promise to him: "I shall make a groat na¬ 
tion out of you and I shall bless you and I will 
make* your name great; and prove yourself a 
blessing. And X will bless those who bless you, and 
him that calls down evil upon you I shall curse, 
and all the families of the ground will certainly 
bless themselves by means of you/ 1 ’ God changed 
Ills name to Abraham, meaning “Father of a Mul- 


GrlHESJS U'-a, 17, REVELATION 17 ARE SOURCES FOR THIS AC COL NT, 


16. IT. What promise did God maice to fai thf ul Abram, nnrt 
how dill God test ills EaJtli In i?o infection with ht* ton I$ftm 





























THE TRUE-UFE STORY AS TOLD 3Y THE HOLY SIDLE 53 


tftudc,” and revived the reproductive powers of 
him and of his wife Sarah and gave them a son, 
Isaac. Years later, when God tested Abraham's 



e'er (a inly bless thomselv 
“woman 11 was to come ii 


faith in the resurrection 
of the dead and asked 
him to oiler up Isaac as 
a human sacrifice, Abra¬ 
ham proceeded to obey. 

17 God .spared Isaac and 
gave Abraham fhe pnar.- 
isc: “I shall surely mul¬ 
tiply your seed like the 
stars of the heavens and 
like the grains of sand 
that are on the seashore; 
and your seed will take 
possession of the gate of 
his enemies. And by 
means of your seed all 
nations of the earth will 
s/’ So the Seed of God's 
i Abraham’s line through 



1 * God renewed the promise of the 
Seed to Isaac and then to one of his 
twin sons, not Esau the 
older, but Jacob the younger. 

Later, although not aware 
of it, the aged, nearly blind 
Isaac pronounced the vital 
blessing upon Jacob, as heir 
to God’s promise of the Seed. To avoid his being 
murdered by Esau, Jacob was sent away to Syria 


1o procure a wife. By the lime that he was privi¬ 
leged to return and join in burying his dead father 
Isaac he was himself the father of twelve sons 


GENESIS 17, IS 71, 73 . 2*-31, 34 CONTAINS ADDITION* l DETAIIS. 


18- Aftor Abraham, to whom was the prom 1st* of the Seed 
rwitwcd ? 
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and some daughters. At the time of his return he 
was given the surname Israel by Jehovah God- 

God sent prophetic dreams to Jacob’s eleventh 
son, Joseph, In jealousy, older brothers sold Jo¬ 
seph to traders, who sold him into slavery in 
Egypt. Through faithfulness to God despite hard¬ 
ship and temptation, Joseph rose to be a ruler in 
Egypt, second to Pharaoh. During the seven-year¬ 
long famine, which Joseph had predicted, his 
brothel's came down to Egypt for food and were 
reconciled to him. Joseph then arranged for his 
father Jacob and all his family to move down to 
Egypt to live. Seventeen years later, on his death- 
bed, Jacob spoke a prophecy over each of his 

twelve sons and blessed them in f are well. Through 
which son would the line leading to the promised 
Seed of God’s “woman" run? Jacob revealed this 
when he prophesied over his fourth son, Judah, 
saying: “The scepter will not turn aside from 
Judah, neither the commander’s staff from be¬ 
tween his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to him the 
obedience of the people will belong.” So the Seed 
would be a Judean. 

*° Then the twelve sons and their families were 
called “the twelve tribes of Israel.” After the 
death of Joseph as prime minister of Pharaoh, 
sentiment in Egypt turned against the twelve 
tribes of Israel, who were living in the province of 
Goshen. During this time there lived in the not 
distant land of Uz a God-fearing man named Job, 
descendant, of Shem t hrough a certain Uz, Jehovah 
God had full confidence in Job's unbreakable de¬ 
votion to Him. 

CONSULT GENESIS 30, 33 r #, 39-47, 49, SO, EJcODLIS I AND JOB l. 

1C. How did th(; descendants of Jacob come to be In Eiarypt, 
and ill rough which son of Jacob was It revealed that the Seed 
would a ■ ne ' 

'.Mil, 21. Who was Job. how did he prove liis faithfulness to 
Jnitivw God and prove Satan to be a Slunderer: 
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” In angelic meetings in heaven Satan the Devil 
challenged God to let him put Job’s religious 
soundness to the test, Satan being sure that he 
could malic Job turn and curse God to his face. 
Given permission, Satan brought terrible afflictions 
upon Job, short of actually taking away bis life, 
Down to the grand climax of the test Job re¬ 
mained true to Jehovah God, blessing God and 
proving Satan to be a great Slanderer, a Devil. 
In reward God restored the health of Job, made 
him twice as wealthy as he was before and blessed 
him with ten children, the same number that 



Satan had killed. After his triumph over Satan, 
Job lived a hundred and forty years. The Bible 
mentions him even more than l.oOO years later. 

“ Sixty-four years after Joseph died Moses was 
born in Egypt, in the Israelite tribe of Levi. He 
was saved from death in the Nile River and was 
adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter as her son. When 
forty years old, Moses made a move to free his 
people from slavery in Egypt but was obliged to 
flee from the country. Forty years later Moses, 
as a shepherd, led his sheep to Mount Sinai in 
Arabia. There, by 11 is angel, God spoke to Moses 
from a burning bush. He ordered Moses to return 

READ Job 1 42, JAmLS 3, EXODUS 2, 3 FOft ADDITIONAL DETAILS 


is:. It ow was Moses used toy Jchuvnh Lo fret* l tic torarUies 
Irom slavery in Kgypt? 
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to Egypt to lead his people out, and to do so in 
the name of Jehovah. Moses did so. lie demanded 


that Pharaoh let the enslaved tribes of Israel go 
free, to worship their God Jehovah. Pharaoh de¬ 
fied Jehovah and refused. Through Moses Jehovah 
sent terrible plagues on all Egypt. Before the 
tenth and last one Jehovah through Moses told 
the tribes of Israel to hold the Passover meal in 



era ted people pass through, 
but d(“owned Pharaoh's mil¬ 
itary forces who came In pur¬ 
suit. At Mount Sinai in Ara¬ 
bia the tribes of Israel hailed. 
Through Moses as his proph¬ 
et and mediator, Jehovah God brought the tribes 
into a covenant or binding contract with him and 
gave them the Ten Commandments and hundreds 


their homes behind doorways splashed with blood 
of the passover lamb. For doing this all their first¬ 
born ones were passed over, but alJ the firstborn 
of man and beast of the Egyptians died. Mow, at 
the urging of Pharaoh, Moses led the Israelites, 
together with a “vast mixed company” of other 
people, out, bound for the Promised Land. 

M Almighty 
God parted the 
waters of tlie Red 
Sea to let his lib- 


SEE ALSO THE R=CORD FOUND AT EXODUS 3 15. W 14. 33-34. 


23 Wh::t illrl Almighty C.o-ti di» nn beholf of I=r:iel at th* Red 
Sera and at Mu urn Sinji*,’ 
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of other related law's. He commanded the Israelites 
to build him a sacred tabernacle, a tent for 
worship in connection with which the priests 
would offer sacrifices for the nation. Jehovah 
chose Aaron the Levite, Moses' older brother, to 
he his high priest and Aaron’s sons to be under- 
priests. The other qualified male members of the 
tribe of Levi were to be their assistants at the 
tabernacle as official Levites. The first day of the 


DATES A WO MVNBl COUNTED FROM MAN’S CREATION 
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year after their coming out of Egypt the taber¬ 
nacle was set up and Moses ordained the priests. 
After that they began officiating as Jehovah’s 
priests. 

JI Under God's guidance the nation moved 
toward the southern border of the Promised Land. 
Because of fearfulness and a lack of faith in God* 
he sentenced the nation to wander in the wilder¬ 
ness for forty years until the rebellious, faithless 
older Israelites died off. Because of a rash act, Mo¬ 
ses was not allowed to enter the Promised .Land. 
Before he died at the end of the forty years, he 
wrote what are now the first five books of the 
Bible, evidently also the life account of Job. He 
bt-gan what became the Book of Psalms, he writing 
what is now Psalm 90, likely also Psalm 91. AI 
God's command he ordained as Israel’s new leader 
his faithful minister and military general, Joshua, 
a descendant of Joseph, through his son Ephraim, 

INTO TI1E LAND 

"FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY'' 

as After Moses died on Mount Nebo east of the 
IV; id Sea, Joshua Vd the tribes of Israel nrniy.s 
the Jordan River, God clcariu;: the way by rut I ing 
off the river's waters from the north for the time 
needed to cross. Thus again the whole nation of 
Israel became witnesses of Jehovah as the true, 
H mr rhty God. Tn the t - ror. iised Lnnd, ,Tericho w n s 
the first Canaanite city to fall before the con¬ 
quering Israelites, miraculously. Then followed six 
years of subduing the inhabitants of the land, 
under the generalship of Joshua. 

« God had sentenced the CanaaniT.es, the de¬ 
scendants of Canaan the cursed son of I lam, to 

EX- *0i NUM. HM4, 70, 2/j DJUT. 31, 33, JOiH. ! - X 2, G£H. 9. 

3t. Wily was It not un: Q forty years kt ter that they entered 
Uit? Promised ;uid wh:if writing did Mosn do during 

LhJj) time? 

25, 3T>. J 15 what ways did J^ltnvrih help Israel to liike Over t-he 
LPromised Land «md or st hat 
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extermination. So, to make good his covenant 
w ith Abraham to give this land to Abraham's 
Seed or offspring, “Jehovah himself was fighting 
for Israel,” making even the sun and the moon to 
stand still during one battle. After that the con¬ 
quered portions of the land were divided by lot 
among the twelve tribes, in fulfillment of Jacob's 
deathbed prophecy. The priests and the Levites 
were given no allotment of land but were given 
forty-eight cities scattered throughout, the land. 




- T The Israelites had no visible human king. Je¬ 
hovah God was their invisible, heavenly King. So 
from Joshua onward there followed a period of 
356 \vars during which God raised up judges to 
govern his people and to deliver them from their 
oppressive foes. These fifteen judges included Sam- 
yon, the physically strongest man that ever lived 
on earth. Toward the end of that period of the 
judges there lived in the city Of Bethlehem, in the 
territory of the tribe of Judah, a man named 
Boaz, a descendant of Judah upon whom dying 
Jacob had pronounced the Kingdom blessing. In 
the old age of Boaz a non-Israelitess, Ruth the 
Moabites s t 
married a rela¬ 
tive of Boaz. 

She forsook the 
worship of the 
Moabite god 
Chemosh and 
became a con¬ 
vert Lo the wor¬ 
ship of Israel’s 
god, Jehovah. 

When her 
m other-in-law. 


GEM. 17, 4?; JOSH. tO, 13-31; JUDO. 1-3 t f KJfH 1-4; t SA^„ 4, 7. 


27, 2S, Who governed the isrnrUte* from the days of Jonhwi 
oniv.ial, and in time henv did they come to have imjoim icings? 
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Naomi, now a widow, returned to Judah, widowed 
Ruth came along and got married to Roaz accord¬ 
ing to God’s law on levirate or brother-in-law 
marriage. She bore to Boax nf Bethlehem a son 
named Obed, who became the grandfather of 
David. 

*■ The prophet Samuel the Levite was the last 
of that line of fifteen judges. When he grew old 
i he Israelites asked him to set up a visible human 
king over their nation, thus rejecting Jehovah as 
their King. Jehovah instructed Samuel to anoint 
Saul the son of Ivish of the tribe of Benjamin to 
lx? king. 

** With King Saul there began a period of 
510 years of kings reigning in Jehovah's name 
over the Israelites. Early in his reign Saul proved 
disobedient to Jehovah. Hence Jehovah through 
Samuel told Saul that the kingdom would be taken 
away from his family and be given to a man agree¬ 
able to God’s own heart. In due time God sent 
Samuel to Bet hlehem to anoint the young shepherd 
boy David to become the future king over all 
Israel. After David, armed with a slingshot, killed 
the Philistine giant Goliath in single combat, 
King Saul made David an army commander. On 
becoming suspicious that David was the one whom 
God had chosen to take over the kingdom from 
Saul’s family, he forced David to flee for his life 
and kept pursuing him to destroy him. In this he 
failed. Finally, after-reigning forty years, he died. 
His son Ish-bosheth succeeded him. 

However, after King Saul's death the tribe of 
Judah made David their king as the “anointed of 
Jehovah ** For seven and a half years he reigned in 
the Judean city of Hebron, Then a Her the assassi¬ 
nation of Ish-bosheth the other eleven tribes asked 

RUTH 1 4i * SAM. 3. 7. 8-13, 13-31, 1 CHRON. 10tZj 2 SAM. 1 !, 

SB. 30. Why did Kin* Soul loin- Jehovah's favor. and how did 
tin* kingly *ceritcr finally «SUC into possession of th<y tribe of 
J ucLnli, n_» h.nrl bren foretold ? 
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David to reign over them. At last the kingly scep¬ 
ter and commanders staff came into possession of 
Judah, as the dying Jaeob had predicted. Shortly 
after David became king over the united nation, 
he captured the city of Jerusalem and made it the 
national capital. There, near his palace on Mount 
Zion, he pitched a special tent and had the Aaronic 
priests bring into it the holy ark of the covenant, 
which had got separated from the sacred taber¬ 
nacle when at the city of Shiloh. Thus in a sym¬ 
bolic way Jehovah began to reign on Mount Zion 
in Jerusalem, whereas David, as God's visible rep¬ 
resentative. sat on “Jehovah's throne/' 

31 Not satisfied that Jehovah's ark of the cove¬ 
nant should dwell under tent curtains, David made 
know n to the prophet Nathan his thought of build¬ 
ing a glorious temple for Jehovah's worship and 
for housing His ark. But Jehovah told Nathan to 
Inform King David that he, a man of war, was not 
to build the temple. Building of the temple would 
be left to a son of his. Moreover, because of Da¬ 
vid’s heart devotion to him. Jehovah would build 
for David a royal house, in that the kingdom over 
God's people would remain in David's family line 
forever: “Your house and your kingdom will cer¬ 
tainly be steadfast to time indefinite before you; 
your very throne wall become one firmly estab¬ 
lished to time Indefinite.” This covenant of God 
with David for an everlasting kingdom made it 
certain that the Shiloh foretold by the dying Jacob 
would come in David's line, and, hence, too, the 
Seed of God's “woman'* would come in David's 
line. 

83 Although a man of war, David was a musician 
and poet, and he wrote many psalms, seventy-five 
of which (including jPsalms 2 and 051 are found 

GFN 49t 2 SAM. 5-7* 1 CriSON. 1*. 13.17.- 1 SAM. 4i 1 CHSOM. 29. 

Ai. 32. (a) What did God** ccvcaanl with DavM for an «-ver- 
iftMiiirtfj kingdom make certain : (b] In what Bible bonk art' 
wTltlngs of David found? 
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among the 150 psalms of the Bible Book of 
Psalms* with possibly Psalm 72 being also rise rib- 


able tn David. 



s However, primarily through which one of 
Dav id’s sons would the line of descent run leading 
directly to the Shiloh, the permanent heir of the 
everlasting Davldic kingdom, the Seed of God's 
"woman" for bruising Satan the Serpent in the 

head? According to the names 
on record, David finally had 
twenty sons. Would that one be 
David's successor on "Jehovah’s 
throne" and the builder of Je¬ 
hovah's temple at Jerusalem? 
During Davids forty years of 
reigning he brought into sub¬ 
jection all the enemies through¬ 
out the land mat God had 
promised to give the offspring 
of Abraham. Shortly before dy¬ 
ing, David abdicated his tiurone 

in favor of his wise son Sol- 


1 CHRON. J, II, 14, 10 23 ; 2 CHRON. llj 2 . 5, 0-12; 1 Kl, I, 7 . 


ria. 3»J, What hup-nrliint building work tl.d DftVtd'l 309ft anil 
snomilinr Lo the thrunc do, ;md which I31hU- books was be 
Inspired by God to write? 
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onion and had him anointed as king over all twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

M In the fourth year of his reign, or in the four 
hundred and eightieth year of Israel f s deliverance 
from the land of Egypt, King Solomon began 
building Jehovah's temple on Mount Moriah, north 
of Mount Zion. He finished it in seven years and 
six months. Jehovah’s ark of the covenant was 
brought into its Most Holy, and God sanctified the 
temple and put his name Jehovah upon it. The 
wisdom of Solomon and the happiness of his sub* 
jeets became known worldwide. Under inspiration 
of God’s spirit he wrote the Bible books of Eccle¬ 
siastes and the Song of Solomon and most of 
Proverbs. 

aB In the course of his forty years of reigning 
Solomon married hundreds of wives and concu* 

bines, a Thousand all ~oyctiicr, many 7 of these being 
foreigners, non-Israeli tesses. In his old age these 
foreign women turned Solomon to the w< ship of 
their false gods. In displeasure God told Solomon 
that he would rip ten tribes of Israel away from 
Solomon's successors and leave to these only the 
tribe of Benjamin besides his own tribe of Judah. 
So troubles set in for Solomon. His rule became 
oppressive, like a heavy yoke. 

•* Solomon’s royal successor, his son R oho bo am, 
turned down the demand of the people to lighten 
the burden upon them. At this, ten tribes of Israel 
broke away and made Jeroboam of the tribe of 
Ephraim their king, just as Jehovah's prophet 
Ahijah the Shilonite had foretold. This new ten- 
tribe kingdom of Israel lasted for 257 years, 
waging war against the kingdom of Judah for 
much of the time, as Judah had stayed loyal to 
David’s royal house. Fearing what might happen 

EASED ON RECORDS FOUND AT 1 KINGS 1-12 AND 2 CHRONICLES 1*12. 

35, 36. What ovenLs l oil to division f >I lb« nation. JUiil tLnsJly 
ID <!«m r uction for Uie- ion-tribe kbedoinT 






tf-l “Things in which jt is impossible fo? gos to lie 

if the ten rebellious tribes kept going up to the 
temple in Jerusalem In the kingdom of Judah to 
worship Jehovah as God, King Jeroboam set up 
the worship of golden calves at the cities in his 
own territory, Dan and Bethel. This portended 
sure destruction for the ten-tribe kingdom of Is¬ 
rael in time to come. 

ar Nineteen kings followed Jei'oboam upon llte 
royal throne, and all of them fell victim to the sin 
that he had introduced into Israel. The eighth 
king from Jeroboam, namely, Ahab, married Jeze¬ 
bel, a foreign Baal worshiper, and introduced Baal 
worship into Israel at his capital city Samaria. 
God raised up his prophet Elijah to reprove King 
Ahab, and to begin the destruction of the priests 
and prophets of Baal in Israel. During the famine 
of three and a half years that he predicted and 
for which he prayed, Elijah performed the first 
miracle of its kind on this earth, that of raising a 
person from the dead, the son of a widowed woman 
outside Israel, in whose home he was in hiding. 
In a test with 450 prophets of Baal on Mount 
Carmel, he called down fire from heaven to con¬ 
sume the sacrifice on Jehovah's altar, after which 
he slesy the Baal prophets and prayed for rain to 
end the long drought. God used Elijah to foretell 
the violent deaths of King Ahab and Queen Jeze¬ 
bel and to appoint Elisha as his successor. 

** Elijah performed a miracle by striking the 
Jo I'd an River with his official garment to make 
the water’s part for him and his appointed suc¬ 
cessor Elisha to cross. As the two walked on, Elijah 
was separated and carried skyward by a whirlwind 
in company with a fiery chariot and horses, and 
Elisha became his active successor. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS SEE I KINGS 12 22 AND 7 KINGS 1-10, IMF. 

37-39. By what mean* was 1'uul worship introduced Into Israel, 
but how was It demonstrated that Jehovah was usin g the prophets 
Elijah -IElisha, as his servants? 
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According to ihe words of Jehovah's prophet 
Malachl, Elijah was a prophetic picture of a fu¬ 
ture prophet commissioned to turn people luck to 
Jehovah God “before the coming of the great and 
fear-inspiring day of Jehovah/' His successor Eli¬ 
sha acted as prophet down into (he days of Je- 
hoash, Israel’s thirteenth king. He performed twice 
as many miracles as Elijah* that is* sixteen, in¬ 
cluding the second resurrection of Bible record, 
the restoring to life of the son of a Shunammile 
woman. During his prophetic ministry he wit¬ 
nessed King Jehu's total destruction of Baal wor¬ 
shipers out of Israel. Elisha died n natural death. 

4l * After him* Jehovah’s prophet Jonah was 
thrown from a ship during a storm in the Medi¬ 
terranean Sea and was swallowed by a great fish. 
After spending parts of three days inside the fish 
he was discharged on dry land. In obedience to 
Jehovah he now went to Nineveh* the capital of 
Assyria* to preach Its destruction in forty days. 
The Ninevites repented at the preaching of this 
foreigner, and Jehovah spared the Ninevites as a 
lesson of mercy to Jonah. More than two hundred 
years after Jonah, Jehovah sent his prophet Na¬ 
hum to declare and write his prophecy on the 
coming certain destruction of Nineveh* signifying 
the downfall of the Assyrian Empire. More than 
a hundred years before Assyria was overthrown 
as a world power* its king Sargon IT eaptumd and 
destroyed Samaria* capital city of tho ten-tribe 
kingdom of Israel. He carried into exile the sur¬ 
viving Israelites and repo pul a tod the land with 
foreigners. This fulfilled prophecies by Hosea and 
Amos, 

■MAI 4| 3 k't, 2 10, 13, 17, JON- NAH, l -2 r HO$. fl-ll; AM.OS 5-7, 

i i. < Which of his prophets did Jehovah cause to preach and 
write coiie‘«-rnin(t Nineveh, the capital of Assyria? {bj Before 
Assyria was oviTihrown, what did It do to the ten-tribe kingdom 
<jf hicftttl. in fuifi Jixncnl i»f f>ropb<cyV 
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KHSODOTI COVENANT WITH DAMD 
COXT1M EH IX FORCE 

41 As for the kingdom of Judah, the royal lino of 
David continued on "Jehovah's throne,” in Jeru¬ 
salem. But was this royal line through Solomon 
the direct orte in which tile Seed of God's “woman" 
would come in fulfillment of Jehovah's prophecy 
in the garden of Eden? No! Among David's twenty 
sons was one named Nathan, not the prophet Na¬ 
than, Over five hundred years later the prophet 
Zechariah spoke of the “family of the house of 
Nathan” in connection with David's house. Na¬ 
than s son was Maltatha: and it was through Na¬ 
than's line by Mattatha that the promised Seed, 
Shiloh, came directly, in the forty-second genera¬ 
tion when counted from Nathan. The twenty-first 
and twenty-second generations merged with the 
royal line of Solomon, in the cases of SheaJtiel and 
Governor Zerubbabel. It then parted company, till 
at last Joseph, a descendant in Solomon's line, be¬ 
came a son-in-law to Na 1 ban's line and thus be¬ 
came foster father to the promised Seed in the 
Hesh. 

42 Nineteen kings followed King Solomon on "Je¬ 
hovah's 11 n one” in Jerusalem. In the days of Sol¬ 
omon's great-grandson, King Asa, Jehovah God 
answered the king's prayer and defeated King Ze- 
rah the Ethiopian, who came against King Asa 
with a million soldiers and three hundred chariots. 
Some i ime later God raised up the prophet Joel to 
foretell the time when Jehovah would pour out 
his spirit "on every sort of flesh'* und that those 
receiving the spirit would prophesy and only those 
calling upon the name of Jehovah would be saved. 

2 SAM. S f £tCH. T2j IU*E 3i MATT. ! # 2 CHITON. 14- JOEL 2. 

-il. iinrough win. R or Liu- sons of King Oavld did the promised 

42. 43. What arc sumo of the out&iatiding that Jehovah 

caused, his prophets Joel, Amooa, Isaiah and MicaJi to fort-Lrll 
01 irii.t tiiUrnc of t;:<j k utjdoaa of Jut!ah 7 
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In the days of King Uzziah God raised up his 
prophets Amos, Hosea and Isaiah. 

48 Amos was used to prophesy that the time 
would come when Jehovah would lake out of the 
non-Jewish nations a people for his name, “all the 
nations upon whom my name has been called.” As 
a sign to bad King Ahaz, the prophet Isaiah fore¬ 
told that a “maiden," evidently meaning a virgin 
girl, would give birth to a son and would call his 
name Immanuel, meaning “With Us Is God." 
Isaiah also foretold the fall of Babylon as a world 
IK) v, t-t a i id e % i‘ii to rt Mold i he Very 11 - - me of Ra b- 
ylon's conqueror, Cyrus, by whom Jehovah's peo¬ 
ple would be released from exile in Babylon and 
would rebuild Jehovah’s temple and Jerusalem and 
cultivate again the desolated land of Judah. Isaiah 
also foretold the earthly sufferings of the promised 
Seed of God's “woman" when being bruised at the 
heel by the great SerpenL A contemporary proph¬ 
et, Mleah, foretold the very city in which the Seed 
of God’s “woman" would be bom in the flesh, 
namely, in David's city of Bethlehem in tile 
territory of Judah. 

44 Hezekiah succeeded ted King Ahaz on the 
throne of Jerusalem. Hezekiah saw the ten-tribe 
kingdom of Israel with Its capital at Samaria fall 
to the king of .Assyria because of Israel’s worship 
of the golden calves and general wickedness. Years 
later, Sennacherib king of Assyria invaded the 
land of Judah and threatened Jerusalem, boast¬ 
fully defying Jehovah God. Jehovah answered and 
told King Hezekiah by his prophet Isaiah that 
King Sennacherib would fail and would have to 
return to his own land, there to fall at the hand 
of assassins. That night Jehovah's angel put to 
death 1,85,000 of Sennacherib's troops and thus 

AMOS Pi ISA. 7, 13, 21, 44 , 45. 47, SO, 53j MIC. 3; 2 Kl. 16, T*. 

14. Alttuntfh SiMUnria fell to th** k.iri£ of Asm.;. rLi. why Wns 
St iiimdierib unable to c;i i>'*ure Jc-rusLitom? 
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sent him scurrying home. Hezekiah now became 
sick unto death, the alarming thing about it being 
that he had no heir to his throne. The prophet 
Isaiah recorded the prayer that Ilczckiah prayed 
to God for mercy. God informed him through Isa¬ 
iah that Jehovah would add fifteen ycai's to his 
life. After his recovery he had a son. Consequent¬ 
ly, when his son Manasseli came to the throne, he 
was but twelve years old. At that time Elmadan 
was the one carrying forward Nathan's line. 

- Mnnasseh reigned fifty-five years. He turned 
to idolatry and caused unjust bloodshed, filling Je¬ 
rusalem with blood “from end to end/' For this, 
Jehovah God determined to destroy Jerusalem, 
thus overthrowing the kingdom. Even Manasseh’s 
reform at the end of his reign did not change Je¬ 
hovah’s purpose. Neither did the righteous reign 
of his godly grandson Jus i ah do so. The prophet 
Zephaniiih cried Wool to the City, and warned of 
the coming “great day of Jehovah’* and told how 
one might be “concealed in the day of Jehovah's 
anger/* In the Thirteenth year of King Josiah's 
reign, or forty years before Jerusalem was de¬ 
stroyed, Jehovah God raised up a young prophet, 
Jeremiah. He mourned greatly over the death of 
good King Josiah at the age of thirty-nine years, 
when trying to prevent Pharaoh-Nech oh of Egypt 
from passing through Israeli!*? territory toward 
Assyria. Swift decline now befell Judah. 

lt! The Jews made Jehoahaz, the second living 
son of King Jossiah, to be his successor. However, 
Pharaoh-Nech oh of Egypt interfered and took him 
captive to Egypl and made his older brother Eli- 
akim the king a nr} changed his name to Jelioiakim. 

2 Kt- 20 24; 2 CHJJON. 32-36; ISA. 3Bi LUKE 3, ZtPM. 1-3. J£S, *. 

41}. (a) For what reason did J d^ovjh inter del^rmjne to destroy 
J^ro..: i icm 7 thy In what capacity did Zkrphu*md Jerern-teurt 
Jchov^h in Uu fc years that followed? 

4£i, 4?. Afl tk result of what events did tin- kin^ of Judith become 
to Babylon., CLncl w .to were oniony taken captive to 

Babylon a (nv yc/rrs latter? 
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Three years later Nebuchadnezzar became king of 
Babylonia and defeated the Egyptians in battle- 
Then, as foretold in Habakkuk's magnificent 
prophecy, the Babylonians moved against Jeru¬ 
salem. There, in the eighth year of King Jehol- 
aktm # s reign, Nebuchadnezzar made him a vassal 
to Babylon. 

47 Three years later King Jehoiakim rebelled 
against Babylon in favor of Egypt, So Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar proceeded to come against Jerusalem. 
Meantime, in the eleventh year of his reign, Je¬ 
hoiakim died and his eighteen-year-old son Je- 
hoiachin was made king, to reign only three 
months. lie went out of the besieged city of Jeru¬ 
salem and surrendered to the Babylonians. Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar then took him and some thousands of 
other Jew's captive to Babylon, including two 
young men who became the prophets Daniel and 
Ezekiel, and also a Benjaminite named Kish, who 
became the great-grandfather of Mordecaf and 
Esther. Nebuchadnezzar also took JehoiachiiVs 
uncle, Josiah’s fourth son named Mattanmh, and 
made him king of Jerusalem and changed his name 
to Zcdekiah, He loo ruled as a vassal of Babylon. 

4 “The prophet Jeremiah was left in Judah and 
continued to prophesy. He foretold the coming 
destruction of Jerusalem and ! be complete deso¬ 
lation of the land of Judah and Jerusalem, without 
man or domestic beast, for seventy years in a row. 
In contrast with that, Jeremiah also foretold the 
downfall of imperial Babylon at the hands of its 
enemies mid then the release of captive Jews to 
ret uni to Zion, to Jerusalem, to repeople the land 
and to restore the worship of Jehovah at a re¬ 
built temple. Jeremiah was also inspired to fore¬ 
tell that Jehovah God would make a new covenant 

JElT r 29-31, 44, HAS. 1, 7 «tl. 24, DAN, 1# E2EK. 1* ESTHFR 
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with his people, but. not according to the Law 
covenant that he had made with the twelve tribes 
or Israel through the prophet Moses. Jeremiah ad¬ 
vised the Jews to be subject to Babylon. 

** Meantime, in the fifth year of his exile in Bab¬ 
ylon. Ezekiel began to prophesy in Babylon to the 
Jewish captives there. By inspiration Jehovah God 
kept Ezekiel informed of what was happening at 
Jerusalem, that thus Ezekiel could inform the 
Jewish captives in Babylon, even Informing them 
of the very day when f he final siege of Jerusalem 
began. After Jerusalem’s fall was reported to him, 
Ezekiel began to prophesy of the restoration of the 
desolated land of Judah and the return of the 
Jewish captives from Babylon. He also foretold in 
grand detail the building of a new temple for Je¬ 
hovah’s worship, near* a city called Jehovah- 
shammah ["Jehovah Himself Is There'’]. For 
more than sixty times in his written prophecies 
Ezekiel reports Jehovah as declaring that the 
various nations and peoples will certainly know 
that He is Jehovah. 


At Jerusalem, contrary to the advice of the 
prophet Jeremiah, King Zedckiah rebelled, in the 
ninth year of his reign, against Nebuchadnezzar 
in favor of Egypt. So at Babylon Ezekiel directed 
this prophecy against the rebellious King Zede- 
k:ah: “Remove the turban, and lift off the crown. 
f - - A ruin, a ruin, a ruin I shall make it. As for 
this also, it will certainly become no one's until 
he comes who has the legal right, and I must give 
it to him.” He thus referred to the coming of the 
rightful Permanent Heir of King David’s throne. 
But now Nebuchadnezzar again came from Bab¬ 
ylon and laid siege to Jerusalem. For a time the 


JEW, 27, 31, 3^, 52f emt. J1, 24. 33, 3*, 37, 37 40, a Kf. 24. 25. 


49, 90. WJia was serving ns ,TfauviLh's prophet to the CAptlvt 
Jew* Jn Jla. bvlon At tfrl> time, and whfll did he prophesy about 
r 1*3total.Ion ami the OOntLnS Pormancnt Heir of King David's 
Oxrorie 7 








THE TRUE-LIFE STORY AS TOLD &Y THE HOLY BIBLE 71 

siege was lifted, to permit Nebuchadnezzar to put 
down, the threat from the armies of Pharaoh of 
Egypt. The prophet Jeremiah was then arrested, 
but. just as he had warned, the Babylonians came 
back and renewed the siege. 

bi After eighteen months of siege Jerusalem was 
breached by the Babylonians in the eleventh year 
of its King Zedekiah. The fleeing king was cap¬ 
tured, and the prophet Jeremiah was released from 
prison by the Babylonian general. The following 
month the city of Jerusalem and its temple built 
by Solomon were destroyed. King Zedekiah's sons 
were executed. He himself was blinded and was 
taken away to prison in Babylon. His nephew Je- 
ho in chin was already at Babylon and was becoming 
father to sons in captivity, to carry forward Sol¬ 
omon’s royal line. Most of the Jews surviving the 
fall :i:ut destruction of Jerusalem were cfirrioa Into 
exile into Babylon. Among the captive Jews there 
during the next seventy years was one named 
Neri, who had descended from King I>avid through 
his son Nathan. Tills family line now became 
interrelated with Solomon's family through Sheai- 
Liel and his son Zerubbabel. 

As for the prophet Jeremiah, the Babylonian 
general released him to go to Mizpali to live with 
the Jewish governor Gedaiiah and the poor Jews 
still left in the land. Jeremiah's grief at the de¬ 
struction of Jerusalem was expressed in his book 
entitled Lamentations. Sadly, in the seventh lunar 
month of the year, Gedaiiah was murdered, and 
against the advice of the prophet Jeremiah the 
people took him and fled down to Egypt for fear 
of reprisals from Babylon. Thus the land of Judah 
and Jerusalem began lying completely desolate, to 
keep a sabbath of noncultivation for seventy years. 

7 Kl- Z5, 2 CHRONL J£l- 3T, 37 - 43 . 32i 1 CHSON. 3j LUKE 3. 
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About this time the prophet Obaciiah finished his 
book* telling the enemies of Jehovah’s people not 
to gloat over the calamity upon the Jews and warn¬ 
ing them of coming vengeance from Jehovah God. 

51 In Babylon the prophet Eteekiel continued 

prophesying until sixteen year’s after Jerusalem’s 

destruction. But God x'aised up another prophet in 
Babylon* namely, Daniel* in the second year after 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and thus be¬ 
came the dominant king of the earth. Daniel in¬ 
terpreted the prophetic dream of King Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar* and showed that the period of Gentile 
(non-Jewish) domination of the earth would run 
for seven prophetic times, or for 2,520 years, from 
the destruction of Jerusalem and desolation of the 
land of Judah. After that God’s kingdom would be 
established and would crush all earthly political 
governments and would stand forever, without 
successor. 

54 Daniel was used to foretell the succession of 
t he world powers from Babylon onward, how Bab¬ 
ylon would fall before the Medea and Persians, and 
how the Medo-Persian World Power would fall btn 
fore the Greeks. The Grecian World Power would, 
in turn, give way to another world power, not 
identified by name but described with some detail. 


On the night that 
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Modes and Persians, which night worldly history 
establishes as occurring in the year 539 before our 
Common Era, Daniel interpreted to Belshazzar, 
Nebuchadnezzar's grandson, the miraculous hand- 
writing that had appeared on the wall of Belshaz¬ 
zar's banquet hall. That night Belshazzar was 
kilted by the conquerors, and for a time Darius the 
Mede ruled as king of Babylon. 

05 During the rule of Darius the Mede, Daniel 
prayed to Jehovah God because the seventy 
years of desolation of Judah and Jerusalem were 

I hen near their end. At that time Jehovah revealed 
to Daniel that Messiah the princely Leader was 
Coming and would appear on earth sixty-nine 
weeks of years (or, 483 years) after the imperial 
order was issued and put into effect for rebuilding 
the broken-down walls of the rebuilt Jerusalem. In 
the middle of the seventieth week of years (or, 
three and a half years after his appearance) the 
Messiah or Appointed One would be cut off saeri- 
Jidally. Yet God's covenant, made long ago with 
their forefather Abraham, would continue to have 
special application to the Jewish nation until the 
end of the seventieth week of years, or at the end 
of the 490-year period So now the people of Je¬ 
hovah God would have a means of measuring 
exactly when the Messiah, the Shiloh, the Seed of 
God's ‘‘woman,” would appear on earth. 

"Daniel also foretold the “time of the end” 
upon the non-Jewish nations after certain his to r- 

II AS ID ON THE (st CORD IN OANltt S, 9. Tt, 12 AND GENESIS, 3, 12, 49. 

53. For how Ions would this Oentilt* domination of the eari:, 
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ical events that God's angel revealed to Daniel. 
When the Jews were released from Babylon by the 
decree of King Cyrus, in 537 B.C.E. (according to 
our history), in the seventieth and last year of 
Jerusalem's desolation, aged Daniel did not go with 
the remnant of faithful Jews back to their home¬ 
land, to rebuild the temple of Jehovah. He died, 
evidently, during the imperial rule of King Cyrus 
the Persian. Zcrubbabel, who was born in Babylon, 
led the remnant back as their appointed governor. 

1)7 In accordance with Cyrus* decree, the rebuild¬ 
ing of the temple was promptly begun. But the 
enemies roundabout interfered and at last blocked 
the work by appeal to the imperial Persian govern¬ 
ment:. Fifteen years after the start of the temple 
work Jehovah God raised up his prophet Ilaggai 
and then his prophet Zeehariah to encourage the 
work. When the enemies again appealed to the 
Persian government against the Jews, the Jews 
explained mat lei’s to the emperor, Darius. He had 
an investigation of records made, uncovered the 
true facts, and lifted the ban on the temple build¬ 
ing. Four years five months and some days later 
the temple was completed by Governor Zerubbabel 
and High Priest Joshua and was dedicated. 

Emperor Darius was succeeded by Ahasuerus, 
of whom secular history speaks as Xerxes I. To 
replace his disobedient wife Vashti, the emperor 
married Esther (Hadassah) the cousin of Morde- 
cai the Jew, who was in the emperor's service. 
However, Haman the Agagite was made premier. 
In his effort to destroy Mordeea i the Jew, Hainan 
maneuvered King Ahasuerus into signing a decree 
lor all the Jews to lie slaughtered throughout all 
the imperial provinces, including Judah and Jeru¬ 
salem. Under the counsel of her cousin Mordeeaj, 

see tZR A 1-6, 1 CKRON. 3i HAG, 1, 7* £ECH. I. 4 f ESTHER M. 
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Queen Esther 
risked her life to 
gain a special au¬ 
dience with her 
imperial husband. At a special meal, <o which she 
invited both King Ahasuerus and his prime min¬ 
ister to be present, she revealed herself to be a 
Jewess and exposed Ha man as bring the one who 


schemed for the destruct ion of her 
people. In anger King Ahasuerus 
ordered Hainan to be hanged on 
the same gallows that he had 
built for hanging Mordecai. He 
then made Mordecai his prime 
minister. 

^ Queen Esther again risked 
her life to appeal to the king to 
permit a decree allowing the 
threatened Jews to defend them¬ 
selves on the day assigned for 
their slaughter, the thirteenth of 
Adar. Thus, on that day, the Jews 
everywhere defended themselves 
and slaughtered all those seeking 
to slaughter them. Even Hainan’s 
ten sous were hanged. At the irn- 
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perial capital the Jews continued slaughter in 
their enemies for a second day. In celebration of 
this the annual feast day of Purim was started 
among the Jews. Mordecai continued to use his 
high office for the benefit of the Jews. 

00 Xerxes was succeeded by Artaxerxes as em¬ 
peror of Persia. In the seventh year of his reign he 
sent tiie Jewish priest named Ezra, who was also 
a copyist of the Holy Scriptures, to Jerusalem 
%vith special contributions for the temple. Without 
military protection Ezr a and a body of Jewish 
exiles, including Leviles, and Nethinim, made it 
safely to Jerusalem. On learning that the restored 
Jew's had undertaken mixed marriages wil h the 
non-Jewish peoples roundabout, Ezra purified the 
nation by having these mixed marriages dissolved 
on a set occasion. 

01 In the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ 
reign the news came to his butler, Nehemiah the 
Jew, that the walls of Jerusalem were in very bad 
condition. When Artaxerxes learned that this 
caused grief to his butler, he granted the request 
for Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
city walls. Soon after arrival there Nehemiah ar¬ 
ranged for the rebuilding of the walls. The ene¬ 
mies, including Geshem the Arabian, tried to 
frighten the Jews off from their defense work, but 
Nehemiah armed the builders against surprise at¬ 
tack, and the work went on. In fifty-two days the 
walls were completed, on the twenty-fifth day of 
the lunar month of EIul (August-Sept ember) in 
the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, or in the 
year 455 I3.C.E. according to worldly history. After 
that there was a joyful inauguration of the city 

x 1 

&A3-ED ON RECORD AT ESTHER 9. la, EZRA 7 10 AND NEMtMIAIt 1-6. 12. 

till. Who was. Ezrou ond how rt_\. lie iidvaney Lhe Interests of 
Jehovah's worship? 

61 . How was the rebuild ins of Itruwlt-m's walls accomplished, 
and why war thut a lime of prophetic importance.' 
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walls with a special celebration* It was at Unis 
accomplishment in the year 455 3.C.TC, that thn 
seventy weeks of years as foretold by the prophet 
Daniel began to count, thus marking the year 29 
of our Common Kra as the year for the promised 
Messiah to appear on earth. 

The priest THzra, the expert copyist of God's 
law, was associated with Governor Nchemiah in 
his work, particularly in teaching the restored 
Jews the written Word of God. Governor Nehe- 
miuh ruled justly and corrected bad conditions in 
the land, especially seeing to It that Jehovah's wor¬ 
ship at the rebuilt temple was faithfully kept up. 
After an absence of some time Nehemlah returned 
to Jerusalem and found It necessary to purify the 
temple and also undo the mixed marriages into 
which Jews had entered. 

,j About this time a prophet with a spec ial mes¬ 
sage concerning the temple of Jehovah appeared. 
He foretold that Jehovah God would send ahead 
of himself a messenger. This one would prepare 
the way before Jehovah in advance of Jehovah's 
sudden coining to the temple accompanied, by his 
“messenger of the covenant." For the sake of the 
pure worship of the one living and true God, Je¬ 
hovah would purify the temple priests and the 
Beviles. He would also hear witness from the tem¬ 
ple against the wrongdoers in the nation of Judah 
and Jerusalem, that they might offer up acceptable 
sac r i f ices as t i i c rr forefa Lh e is I i ft d d C * re 1 o m: a; :o. 
The prophet, Malachi by name, also foretold the 
coming of the fiery clay of Jehovah for the de¬ 
struction of the wicked. But with that day in view, 
lie would send to his people the one whom he calls 

FFF &AN1FL “5. NgHFMtAK «-lO. »?. 13 AND JWALAClti 3, * fC* DC FAILS. 

62, 63. <») How dUI (tovernor Ndiemloh demonstrate Ills Interest 
i_n Uie temple at JerusnlentT {b} WttaL Hi it tiu* proplu-i Mntac’li] 
say about future net Jon to be taken In ■ ■■munition with Ui« 

and iio to what dui he ca.ua*> the peopJo to look tonvara •* 
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**Elijah the prophet” to bring God’s straying petj- 
ple back to him So the prophet Malaehi finished 
his work apparently in the fifth century before 
our Common Era, leaving Jehovah’s chosen peo¬ 
ple looking ahead to the coming of this important 
forerunner and reformer. 

After Mai a chi’s work the “seven times” of 
Gentile domination of the world of mankind con¬ 
tinued to run as Jerusalem, the one-time seat of 
God’s typical kingdom on earth, continued in sub¬ 
jection to the Gentile world powers. The seventy 
weeks of years also continued counting- In the 
eighteenth week, or in 331 B.C.E., the “mighty 
king” foretold by the prophet Daniel* namely, 
Alexander the Great, the Macedonian* overthrew 
the Pei^ian Empire, to set up the Grecian or 
Macedonian Empire as the new world power. Eight 
j eans later he died at Babylon on the Euphrates 
River: and now, as Daniel's prophecies had fore¬ 
told, his empire became broken up into four Hel¬ 
lenic kingdoms. In time this situation gave way to 
the next world power, the Roman, just as Daniel 
had foreseen. 

“ It was in the fifty-seventh week of years, or 
in 63 B.CJ2*, that Jeiatsalem became subject to 
the Roman Empire. In time the Roman Senate 
appointed an Edomite named Herod, the son of 
Antipater, to be king of Jerusalem, and in 37 B.C.E. 
he established himself there as king. Tn the year 
30 B.C.E. Egypt became a Roman province and 
by that event at the latest Rome became the new 
world power, with Octavius as ruler. In the sixty- 
second week of years, or in 27 the Roman 

Senate decreed Octavius to be Augustus. It was 

UAitO fklNClKAiU CM MALACHI *, OAMigL ’9. II AND MATTHEW 3U 


64. 65. Wh&l two additional GcMil^ power* exercised control 
over Jerusalem during' llie reiii^LulLii; years unlit Hie events- 
related in the second ptirt oX tin.* Bible began to take placeV 
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during his reign, 
which lasted till 
August 19 of the 

year 14 of our 
Common Era, 
that the events 
of the second 
part of the Holy 
Bible, written in 
common Greek of 
that time, began 
to take place. 


* 11 In the sixty-fifth week of years of the seventy 
weeks foretold by the angel Gabriel to the prophet 
Daniel, during the reign of Augustus Caesar of 
Rome, there occurred the long-awaited birth. But 

in whose family? In that of Herod the Great, then 
king of Jerusalem? No; for lie was an Edomite, a 
descendant of Esau the twin brother of Jacob. 
Although he was king of Jerusalem and was a de¬ 
scendant of the patriarch Abraham, he was not of 
the house of David with whom Jehovah God had 
made a covenant for an everlasting kingdom. 
Under God’s protection two registered lines of de¬ 
scent from King David were still being kept up, 
one through David's royal son Solomon and the 
other through David’s son Nathan. In the line 
through Solomon, Jacob had a son named Joseph, 
bom in Bethlehem. But in the line through Na¬ 
than, Heli had a daughter named Mary, born in 
Bethlehem. Mary became betrothed to Joseph, 
while he was working as a carpenter in Nazareth. 
Mary was living there also. 

DANIEL 9 , 2 SAMUEL 7j l CHSONJCUS 17, MATTHEW 1. IUCE 1-3, 



PART II 


EH5- Anion# wlwao fit'r.rendunta did & lonjj-awaited b! rl h occur 
during the reign of Auglivtttl Cuev-<r of Rome ? 
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f T According to the prophecy of Malachi of cen¬ 
turies previous there was to Ije a forerunner of 
Jehovah's “messenger of the covenant/’ a fore¬ 
runner who would correspond with Elijah the 
prophet. In view of this, God sent his angel Gabriel 
to the temple of Jerusalem to inform the priest 
Zechariah that, despite the age of him and his u ife 
Elizabeth, he would have a son, whom he was to 
call John, Moreover, Gabriel said: “Many of the 
sons of Israel will he i.uni back to Jehovah their 


God. Also, he w ill go before him with Elijah's spirit 
and power.” In the sixth month of Zechai fab's 
wife's pregnancy God sent his angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth to fell her kins¬ 



woman Mary that she 
was God’s choice for 
bearing David's Perma¬ 
nent Heir to the everlast¬ 
ing kingdom. She was lo 
call his name Jesus. 

CB This Jesus 
“win ije called Son 
of the Most High; 
and Jehovah God 
will give him the 
t hronc of David h is 
father, and he will 
rule as king over 
the house of Jacob 
forever, and there 
will be no end of 
ais kingdo m/’ 
Mary would con¬ 
ceive this son, not by intercourse with Joseph 
her betrothed, but God's spirit would make her 


CONSULT W.AlACHI 4 , LUKE 
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FOK CON = >4MAri0N OF THIS ACCOUNT, 


57-71, («.) Why rtlil ^:>.>d s*?rio an to armotanCo Ilia birth 

of a Ron to the priest Zechurfaffi? (b> How did Jesus come to 
be horn of Man’ ns the Permanent Heir of David's throne? 
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pregnant; ‘Tor that reason also what Is born will 
be called holy, God's Son.” 

** Mary agreed to all th:s, and the angel Gabriel 
disappeared. Then there happened what the apostle 
Paul reveals to us: God's principal Son in heaven, 
God's “only-begotten Son,” emptied himself of his 
heavenly form and glory, that God, his heavenly 
Father, might miraculously transfer his life to the 
womb of Mary the Jewish virgin, and have a 
human birth and come to be u in the likeness of 
men.” Thus God’s Son came down from heaven. 
Isaiah’s prophecy of Immanuel’s birth from a 
young woman began fulfilling. 

Zl When Joseph discovered that Mary his be¬ 
trothed was pregnant, he thought of divorcing her 
secretly. But God’s angel appeared to him in a 
dream to disclose to him that what was begotten 
in Mary was by holy spirit. So. obeying the angel, 
Joseph married Mary- 

71 In due t ime John was born to priest Zeehariah 
and Kliy.nbeth, and his father pronounced a proph¬ 
ecy over him, that he would "be called a prophet 
or the Most High.” 

* 3 Tn those days the Roman emperor issued a 
decree for the people to get registered at their 
native places. To comply with this decree. Joseph 
took the pregnant Mary and went down to Bethle¬ 
hem. There one night Mary gave birth to Jesus and 
laid him in an animal's food manger, as all lodging 
rooms were full. That was “thirty years before the 
Messiah the Leader was due to appear according 
to Daniel's prophecy of seventy weeks, hence in 
the year 2 B.C.E. That same night God’s angel 
announced Jesus’ birth to shepherds watching 
over the flocks out in the Helds by night, after 

LUKE I. ?, PHIUPPIANS 7; ISAIAH 7j MATTHEW 1; OAN 1 CL 9. 


7V. 73. {»> 1 low did Jtvsus come to bo born in FtcrtiJrIic-m, and 
what angelic ELiuimmctTflefit wu made concerning his birth? 
(t>l What hum in unccaLry did he have? 
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which an. army of 
;^pj angels ap[>carcci and 

p§L - ^Sm said: "Glory in the 

Sr* ^ : heights above to God, 

^ and upon earth peace 

^ > among men of good 

will.*' The shep¬ 
herds followed 
dii'eci Ions and 
visited t h e 
newborn babe 
Jesus. 

Tjl So, through 
Mary, God's 
Son was born 
in David's line 
through Na¬ 
than. On the 
eighth day Je¬ 
sus w as circumcised as a member 
of the nation of Israel. On the fortieth day Joseph 
and Mary presented him as a firstborn in the tem¬ 
ple at Jerusalem, and Joseph, who was of David’s 
house through Solomon, adopted Jesus as his son, 
reinforcing Jesus' lineage in the royal house of 
David. 

T * Less than two years later, some astrologers in 
the east saw what appeared to be a star. They took 
it to announce the birth of the promised "king of 
the Jews." The "star" guided them to Jerusalem. 
King Herod of Jemsalem interviewed them. At his 
inquiry the Jewish priests and scribes fold him 
that the Messiah or Christ was to be born in Beth¬ 
lehem according to MicaJYs prophecy. So King 
Herod sent the astrologers there to locate the 
child and report back to him. First now the "star" 

READ THE E.JEU RECORD AT LUKE 2, 3. MATTHEW 1, ? AND MlCAH 5. 

1^-^.s ttijjii tv.i? j.i*;irs later, how was Jesus* life pn ^an g^rM 
and how did it come about that Do grew up in Naz&rvtliT 
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Jed them to the house 
in Bethlehem and 
there they presented 
gifts to Jesus. God's 


angel warned them in a dream not to report back 
to Herod. Then God's angel appeared in a dream 
to Joseph and told him to take Jesus and Mary and 
fiee r not to India, but down into Egypt. King 
Herod, disappointed by the astrologers, sent exe¬ 
cutioners to Bethlehem to slaughter all boys there 

“from two years of age 
and under." Alter King 
Herod tlie Great died, 
God's angel told Joseph 
to take his family back 
to the land of Is¬ 
rael. For safety's 
sake he did not 
return to Bethle¬ 
hem in Judah but 
went back to Naz¬ 
areth in Galilee. 

When Jesus 
was twelve years 
old, Joseph and 
Mary took him 

this INFORMATION 1$ DRAWN FROM THE BID IB AT MATTHEW 2. MffKS 2. 

When wait twelve years old, where did. Joseph and 

Mary lltid him utter they had nil attended the pushover eele 
b rn Lion La J-. ru Cua V 
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down from Nazareth to attend the passover cele- 
hraiinn in Jerusalem. After the celebration they 

found him in the temple discussing God's Word 
with teachers there. To Joseph and Mary he said: 
“Did you not know that I must be in the house of 
my Father?” He returned with them to Nazareth 
and became a carpenter like Joseph. 

7 ' : At Ron\i Tiberius Caesar succeeded Augustus 
on August 19 of 14 C.E. “In the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Tiberius Caesar,” or in spring of 
20 C.E., God sent John the son of priest Zechariah, 
to baptize Jews in symbol of their repentance and 
to await the coming or “the r^unb of God that 

takes away the sin of the world*” 

77 The sixty-ninth week of years 
of Daniel's prophecy was now ending 
and Jesus at Nazareth heard that 
John the Baptist was preaching’ the 
nearness of God's kingdom. Jesus 
"was about thirty' years old” now. So he went to 
John the Baptist at the Jordan River and had John 
baptize him in water. As the baptized Jesus came 
up out of the water the heavens appeared to open, 
a dove descended toward him in symbol of the 

descending of God's 
spirit upon him, and 
a voice came from 
hea v e n, s a y i n g; 
“This is my Son, the 
beloved, whom I 
have approved.” 
Thus “God anointed 
him with holy spir¬ 
it and power,” and 
Isaiah's prophecy 
concerning the 

MATT. 3, MAtX t, *, LUKE 3. 3 1 JOHN 1- ACTS 10; DAN. 9 : ISA. dl. 

76. in what year did John bc;;;n to nd Uls wurlt was 

In pn<par»tlon tor what? 

77- Wiu-n w*is J«stis btiptteed, anil wjia did lit.* prov*‘ to l>c? 
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began to bo fulfilled. Thus Jesus became the Mes¬ 
siah, the Christ or Anointed One; and the sixty- 
ninth week of Daniel's prophecy ended, there in 
29 C.E. The Promised Seed of God’s “woman" had 
come to earth. 

” By God's spirit Jesus Christ was now impelled 
to go into the wilderness to fast for forty days and 
to be put to a threefold test by Satan the Devil* 
He resisted the Devil’s temptations, and then re¬ 
turned to John the Baptist at the Jordan River. 
John pointed him out as the ‘"Lamb of God,” and 
Jesus was approached by future disciples, first by 
Andrew and John the son of Zehedee, later by 
Peter. One day Jesus and his mother and disciples 
of his attended a wedding c elebration, To meet an 
emergency Jesus here performed his first miracle, 
turning over a hundred gallons of water into the 
best of wine. The following spring he and disciples 
went up to Jerusalem for the pEtssover festival. He 
now used his spiritual authority to cleanse the 
temple of commercial operations there being car¬ 
ried on. 

Under Jesus' direction his disciples began to 
baptize repentant Jews with John’s baptism. 
Thei-earter John the Baptist's public work ceased t 
when John condemned the Incestuous marriage of 
the district ruler Herod Anti pas with his half- 
brother Philip’s wife. 

M When Jesus heard of John's imprisonment, he 
retired to the Province of Galilee and began 

ISA. AT, PAN. 9j tf AIT. 4, 14; MARK 1. 6; LUKE ), 4; JOHN 1.3. 

78. ui) Who endeavored to tempt Jesus, but without suoees*? 
(b> What v >lls Je■- 1 1 firs l iiitn»ele, and ili«» followin'; 
whui t|Jd lie do nbciui eonuneirlal operations In the l ora pie at 
Jerusalem T 

Ya. 80. <&> After John the Baptist's public work censed, what 
did Jett us begin to preach, find whet prophecy of Isaiah did he 
iipply to himselfV (oi What kind of mlfttrlcs dH he perform? 
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preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of the heav¬ 
ens has drawn near/' Making a visit to his home¬ 
town of Nazareth, he attended the sabbath meet¬ 
ing in the synagogue and read to the audience 
Isaiah's prophecy concerning the anointing of Je¬ 
hovah’s Prophet and Preacher with holy spirit, 
and he declared this prophecy to be now fulfilled 
in him* There in Galilee his miracles of healing 
began, even leprosy, demon possession and pa¬ 
ralysis being cured- He also called disciples away 
from their secular work to follow him continually. 

bX At a mountain in Gal- 
s chose twelve dis- 
be his ape sties as 

special witnesses 
of him- After that 
he gave his fa¬ 
mous Sermon on 
i he Mountain, His 
miracles now 
reached a climax 
in even raising 
the dead- Mes¬ 
sengers from the 
imprisoned John 
the Baptist 
reached him, and, 
after sending the 
messengers back 
with answers to John’s questions, he declared that 
John tile Baptist was the messenger sent ahead to 
prepare the way, as foretold by the prophet Mal- 
achi, and that John was also the Elijah who 
Mai a clii said would come before the fiery day of 
Jehovah God. 

MATTHEW 4-9, It; MARK t-3j LUKt 4-7i JOHN 4# MAiAOTI 3. 4. 

St, (a) Aftor rhooslng Ills twelve apostles, what famous tennon 
djd Jnus give? (I» VtTiom did he declare John the tkpitet to bo? 
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ciples to 
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fi - Jesus went from city to city and from village 
to village, preaching and teaching and using many 
illustrations or parables. To extend the campaign 
of preaching the nearness of God's kingdom, Jesus 
sent out his twelve apostles, two by two, lo preach 
and heal. 

"" However, now came along the birthday of 
Herod Anti pas the district ruler and, like a pagan, 
he celebrated with feasting and dancing. Here he 
was tricked into having the imprisoned John the 
Baptist beheaded in order to give his head to the 
captivating dancer, the daughter of his scheming 
wife Herodias. But Jesus became reunited with 
his twelve apostles, and kept up his preaching and 
doing powerful works. After he fed a crowd of 
5,000 men, besides women and children, from but 
five barley loaves and two small fishes, the satis- 
fied people wanted to make him king of the Jews; 

but Jesus left them, in refusal. It was after this 
that he walked on the waters of the Sea of Galilee 
to reach his disciples who were caught in rough 
weather. On an earlier occasion, when crossing the 
Sea of Galilee in a boat, he rebuked the winds and 
the raging waves and produced a sudden calm. 

In t he course of the year 32 C.E, he came into 
the region of Caesarea Philippi. There he ques¬ 
tioned his apostles as to his own identity, and 
Simon Peter acknowledged him to be “the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Jesus then declared 
that he would build a congregation on a symbolic 
rock* and the gates of Ha'des would not overpower 
this congregation. He would also give to the apos- 

MATTHEW &-U , 13, 14. Id, .mask 4. 6, flj LUKE 8. ?; JOHN 6. 

M2. Whtw did Jesus carry on Ills jwfescl * 1 in: . ml lynching, ;tnri 
how wns Uie scope of the work extended7 

1*3. <a> Did Lhc exiftution ol John Un* Unptlstt eatLto Jesus to 
quiet down in his preaching? (h) Whut further powerful works 

i : he perform “ 

84. <») On hi-.ii 4 i4LU5£tion«‘d hy What illd Simon Peter 

.j.c :now|edKe conccntitiK ihc Identity of fbi Whut did 

Jesus say about the buU-.Un,: of u congregation. and what wmild 
he ufitrust lit Peter? 
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tie Peter 1 lie keys, not to the sates of Ha'des, but 
to the kingdom of the heavens. Jesus then began 
to advise them of his own coming violent death 
and his resurrection on Ihc ihird day, 

** About a week later he took the disciples Peter, 
James and John up into a high mountain. Before 
their eyes he was gloriously transfigured* and 
There was a vision of the prophets Moses and Eli¬ 
jah talking with him. God's voice came from heav¬ 
en, saying; “This is my Son, the beloved, whom 
I have approved; listen to him.” When they were 
descending the mountain, Jesus told them to tell 
this vision to nobody till after his resurrection 
from the dead, 

Jesus continued teaching and performing mir¬ 
acles. After the Jewish festival of tabernacles in 
early autumn of the year he spread out the preach¬ 
ing campaign still more by sending out seventy 
other disciples, by twos, as evangelizers to preach 
Uie nearness of God's kingdom. The time was 
now approaching the middle of the seventieth week 
of years of Daniel's prophecy. Now Jesus' dear 



MATTHEW It. 17; MAJU 9; l UK E 9. TO; JOHN llj DAN! FL 9. 


BA. About ii wwk nflcr thi*, wluit dkl turat* of Joeils* dLselplcs 
fee and hear when vvlUh In a mountain 1 

06. (Ml In what way did Jesus spread out the preai h’nj: mpalmi 
later that yearr ih) l AV^iru^ had been burled how long when 
J, <;us resumM'ted him ? 









THE TSUE-tlFfc &TOKV AS TOLD BY THE HOtY BlBlE S9 

and Martha of Bethany, fell sick and died and 
was entombed. He was already four days in the 
tomb when Jesus and his apostles arrived. He had 
the stone rolled away from the opening, and called* 
and Lazarus rose and came out. Now the enemy 
religious leaders wanted to kill, not only Jesus, but 
also the resurrected Lazarus. 

w Before the passover season of 33 C.E. ar¬ 
rived, Jesus now went on a preaching tour through 
the regions of Samaria, Galilee and Pcroa. From 
Perea he crossed the Jordan River westward and 
proceeded toward Jerusalem. On the ninth day of 
the lunar month of Nisan he set out from nearby 
Bethany and made a triumphal ride into Jeru¬ 



salem, in fulfillment of Zcrhariah’s prophecy. On 
his way he stopped U> view Jerusalem and foretell 
its terrible destruction. The next day he again 
cleansed the temple of commercial business, 

aB The chief priests and ' religious scribes now 
schemed to get Jesus and kill him. On Nisan IX he 
publicly denounced the hypocritical scribes and 
Pharisees. While on a tour through, the temple he 
foretold its destruction. Afterward, while he was 

MATTHEW 19-24* MAftK 10-13, 1UKE 17-311 JOHN 11, 12, ZECHAJC1AH 9 . 

87. (a) Before the passover of 33 C.E-. Hirou££i what rr-gtona did 
Jtrcos mak« a pr«nciiing wur? <bj When making a triumphal 
ride into Jerusalem, what, did Jesus foretell? Cf-J On the hcxl 
day. what action did ha attain take in the temple? 

88 Following a tour of the tempi®, ivhat did Jesus tell his 
disciples as to the concluding of the present system of thlnjjtT 
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on the Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem, 
four of his apostles asked him privately about 
some sign of the concluding of the present system 
of things. He foretold international war, famine, 
pestilence, earthquakes, lawlessness, persecute n 
of his followers, an earth-wide preaching of the 
good news of God's kingdom, and a judgment pe¬ 
riod of his own followers, a separation of people of 
the nations like sheep and goats, and a time of 
trouble such as mankind had never known pre¬ 
viously, bringing a complete end to this system of 
things. 

s« The religious leaders were planning Jesus' 
death. At this convenient time the apostle Judas 
turned traitor and arranged to betray Jest us to 
them for thirty pieces of silver. The passover night 
came, Nisan 14, with Jesus and his twelve apostles 
gathered in an upper room in Jerusalem. Jesus 
conducted the celebration and then dismissed Ju¬ 
das, who went out. With the eleven remaining 



apostles Jesus then in¬ 
stituted a new supper, the Lord's supper, with un¬ 
leavened bread to picture hi.s sacrificed body and 


ftEAD MATTHEW 24-26. MAJtJC 13. 14, LUKE 2J , 22 AND JOHN 13. 
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with red wine to picture his shed blood. His blood* 
syml ■ Uzed by Hie wine, would put into force 
God's new covenant as foretold by the prophet 
Jeremiah, Jesus also told the apostles that he 
would make a covenant with them for a place 
with him in God's heavenly kingdom, a kingdom 
covenant. He also promised to send to them holy 
spirit from heaven. After a final prayer with them 
Jesus led them out to the garden of Gethsemane. 
m In Gethsemane Jesus went a short distance 


beyond his disciples and kneeled and prayed three 
times to his heavenly Father, asking that God's 
will take place. The traitor Judas Iscariot now ar¬ 
rived at the garden, leading an armed band* They 



seized Jesus and led him 
away, whereas his apos¬ 
tles fled. At the city 
house of A nnas , a chief 
priest, Jesus was ques¬ 
tioned* Then Annas sent 
Jl=sus to his son-in- 
law, the high priest 
Caiaphas, False wit¬ 
nesses were brou ..it 
forward, and 
Jesus was ac¬ 
cused of blas¬ 
phemy and 
conden \ ned to 


die. Meantime, outside, the apostle Peter denied 
Jesus three times, just as Jesus had foretold ear¬ 
lier when Peter was boasting. Later Judas in re¬ 
morse threw down the money before the religious 
leaders and went and hanged himself. 

Vl At dawn the Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court 
of Jerusalem, met, consulted together and then 


MATT- 2A, 2/, MARK 14. * A*- UJKE 22; JOHN JEfi* 31; ACTS 1. 
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had Jesus handed over to the Roman Governor 
Pontius Pilate. To him they accused Jesus of 
sedition. 


Pilate's examination of Jesus showed him to 
be innocent and that his accusers had handed him 


over because of envy at his marvelous ministry. 
Even when the visiting Herod Antipas from Gali¬ 
lee was allowed to examine Jesus, he found no 
cause for the death penalty in Jesus. Back again 
before Pontius Pilate, Jesus declared that his king¬ 
dom was no part of Ihis world and that he had 
Col4© into the world to “bear witness to the truth.” 
Pilate asked: "What is truth?” Authorized to re¬ 
lease a criminal at passover time, Pilate wanted 

to re i ease Jc~ 





■ 


sus, but: his ac- 
cusers cried 
out for the rob¬ 
ber Barabbas. 
Jesus was 
scourged and 
abused Dis¬ 
playing him, 
Pilate said: 
"See! Your 
g!” The crowd 
cried for his impale¬ 
ment and yelled: 
We have no king but 
Caesar.” That settled 
matters! 




,,s In due order the impalement of Jesus at Cal¬ 
vary or Skull Place followed. A condemned evil¬ 
doer was Impaled on either side of him. Turning 
sympathetic, one evildoer asked Jesus to remem¬ 
ber him when, In resurrection, he came into his 

THIS IS BASED ON MATTHEW 37, MABK IS, L73 AND JOHN lfl, II?. 


Impaled, and where was he burled? 
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irs 



kingdom- Jesus answered: 4 'Truly I 
tell you today, You will be with me 
in Paradise,” 

14 Toward mid afternoon Jesus died 
of a broken heart- A secret disciple, 

Joseph of ArLmathca, got PHate's 
permission to bury Jesus’ body in a 
newly hewn tomb in a nearby gar¬ 
den, Next day, Nisan 15, the ene¬ 
my religious leaders got Pilate’s 
authorization to seal the stone ,T ’ 
closing the tomb and to station a 
soldier guard there, to prevent 
theft of the body. That was the weekly sabbath. 

&r * Early in the morning of Nisan 1.6, the thir'd 
day of Jesus* death and burial. Almighty God 
raised his Son Jesus Christ from the dead, unseen 
to human eyes. Thcre was an earthquake, and the 
guards saw a glorious angel descend and roll 
away the stone, to reveal an emp¬ 
ty tomb. When the guards hur- v \ . | f 
ried away and reported the 
facts lo i he religious 
leaders, those bribed 
them to say that Je¬ 
sus’ disciples had 
stolen bis body away 
by night. 

w,; In the course 
of that day the 
resurrected Jesus 
materialized hu¬ 
man bodies and made several appearances to dis¬ 
ciples of his, to prove that he was again alive, but 
in the spirit realm. During the following forty days 



CONSULT MATTHiW 27, 29, MASK 13, 16, LUKE 23 . 24 AND JOHN 19, 30 
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he made appearances, on one occasion to as many 
as some five hundred Christian brothel’s. On the 
fortieth day he appeared and led his disciples to 
the lop of the Mount of Olives. After telling them 
that they would receive holy spirit and would be 
witnesses of him to the most distant parts of the 
earth, he ascended heavenward and disappeared 
from their sight. 


snBITUAL CONV.nKfiATlON 1; TAtlUstntD 




&T As instructed, the disciples stayed in Jerusa¬ 
lem, and Matthias was chosen by lot to take the 
place of unfaithful Judas Iscariot. 

On Pentecost, or the fiftieth day from Jesus' 
resurrection, the promised holy spirit was poured 
out upon the 120 disciples in an upper roam in 
Jerusalem, and they all began speaking with 
tongues that were foreign to them. Thousands of 
Pentecostal celebrators gathered to observe this 
spectacle. As the one to be given the keys of the 

kingdom of the heavens. 


naan" 




the apostle Peter ad* 
dressed them and told 
them that what they saw 

and heard was a 
fulfillment of 
Joel's prophecy 
about the pouring 
out of God’s spir¬ 
it on all sorts of 
flesh in the later 
times. The Jesus 
whom the reli- 
us oaders had 
had k i lied on pass- 


STT 1 COS! NTH IA NS IS, LUKE 7 * ACTS I, 3, MATTHEW 14 AND JOEL 7 . 
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over day, God had raised from the dead, in ful¬ 
fillment of David's psalm (16), and he was now 
pouring out the spirit from heaven. David had also 
foretold Jesus' exaltation to God's right hand in 
heaven, in another psalm (110). Jesus, the Son or 
descendant of David, had now become David’s 
Lord, for now God had “made him both Lord and 
Christ/’ 

Many listenei's repented at what they heard 
and got baptized in water in the name of Jesus and 
continued associating with the apostles of Jesus 
Christ. About three thousand from among the 
Jews and proselytes were added to the congrega¬ 
tion that day, and they received holy spirit after 
water baptism. 

111 On a later day the apostles Peter and John 
cured a lame man at the ‘‘Beautiful" Gate of the 
temple. To the crowd that gathered, Peter declared 
that the miracle had been performed in Jesus’ 
name, and that Jesus was the Prophet long ago 
foretold by the prophet Moses. God had raised 
from the dead this Prophet like Moses and had 
sent hi: i (o bless the people by turning them from 
their sins* 

301 Many listeners believed, and the number of 
believers became about five thousand. However, 
for preaching the resurrection of Jesus the apostles 
IVter and John were pul in jail by the temple 
authorities. The next day, after a trial, they were 
released* The work of preaching and teaching and 
the performance of miracles kept on. At this the 
jealous religious leaders of Jerusalem seized all 
the apostles and jailed them. But that night God’s 
angel released them and told them to go back to 

THIS 15 BASED ON THE BIT RLE RECORD AT ACTS 2 3. DEUTERONOMY 1#. 

100. 101- fa) On a later day, %Vh»l lncrrai&r* tonk ptuee In tli« 
number of bcll<*vG!ra? (l>> WnaL opposition did they now encoun¬ 
ter, but how did Cod =i an: tel taki> action on tliei.r beJiaJf, rnntf 
v. Jiut uert' the . ipaili-ei di-termini-'l to do? 
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preach Jesus. Peter 

and the other apostles 
said: *'We must obey 
God as ruler rather 
than men.” Then the 
Court followed the ad¬ 
vice of Judge Gamaliel 
arid, after Hogging the 
apostles, they let them 
40 . But the apostles continued preaching daily al 
the temple and from house to house. 

10 *In order to see to it that the Greek-spealting 
Jews were given the same "daily distribution*' as 
the H eh re w-speaking Jews of the congregation in 
Jerusalem, the apostles had seven capable men 
appointed as assistants to them. OF those seven, 
Stephen got into lively discussion with the oppos- 
ers. By force they took him before the Sanhedrin 
for trial. Here Stephen defended himself against 
the false testimony leveled against him. He pointed 
out that those judges were resisters of God's holy 
spirit and had become the murderers of “the righ¬ 
teous One." At the climax Stephen described the 
vision that he was having of the resurrected Jesus 
standing at God’s right hand in the heavens. This 
was too much for the judges. So they stoned Ste- 


tho temple and keep speaking to the 

people. For this they were rearres 
and brought to trial. To the 
judges who had for- 
bidden them to 


KcAD THE DETAILED ACCOUNT AT ACTS 5-7 1H TOUR BIBLE. 
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phen to death out¬ 
side Jerusalem. 

Standing by 
approvingly as a 
witness to Ste¬ 
phen's stoning 
was a Pharisee 
named Saul of 
t he city of Tarsus 
in Asia Minor. 
When great per¬ 
secution now went ahead against the congregation, 
Saul took a leading part in It. Those who were 
scattered from Jerusalem went everywhere preach¬ 
ing the good news of God's Word. Stephen's fel¬ 
low worker, Philip, went down to the city of Sa¬ 
maria and there brought about many conversions, 
followed by water baptism in Jesus* name. Peter 
and John were sent down to impart holy spirit to 
(he baptized ones. Then God’s angel directed Philip 
to a meeting with an Ethiopian eunuch on his way 
home from Jerusalem. Philip preached to him in 
his chariot. On driving alongside a body of water, 
the Ethiopian had Philip baptize him and then 

..m. a. 





went on his way re¬ 
joicing. 

1U4 While Saul of 
Tarsus was on ms 
way to Damascus o\\\N 
Syria to extend hisV x 
persecutions tbepgjY 
he was encountered 
by the resurrected 
Jesus in a blinding 
vision. In answer t ■ 


ACTS 79 IS rm BASIS FOR t.HF INFORMATION 
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£ of the good news? (b) What 
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his inquiry Saul was told: “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting.” For three days Saul continued 
blind in Damascus. Then a disciple named Ananias 
was sent to open Saul’s eyes and encourage him to 
get baptized. He did so and became "filled with 
holy spirit,” He joined the congregation there and 
began preaching Jesus, “that this One is the Son 
of God.” Because unbelieving Jews plotted to kill 
him and kept watching the city gates. Paul had to 
escape by being lowered in a basket through an 
ope ring in the wall. He went back to Jerusalem, 
but because of attempts upon his life there he re¬ 
turned to Tarsus, his home city in Asia Minor. 

Mf Meantime the aposl le Peter traveled about 
preaching and performing cures, even raising the 
dead disciple Tabitha or Dorcas to life. While 
stopping at Joppa, he had a vision one noon, the 
purpose of which vision was summed up in these 
words to him: “You stop calling defiled the things 
God has cleansed.’’ Peter was now told to go with 
three men just arriving from Caesarea. The Italian 
centurion Cornelius had yesterday had a vision in 
which an angel told him to send for Peter. So 
Peter, the one entrusted with the “keys of the 
kingdom of the heavens,” went along to Caesarea 
and entered a Gentile home. There he preached to 
the uncircumcised Gentile Cornelius and those 
whom he had gathered into his house. These be¬ 
lieved Peter's message, and, while he yet spoke, 
God’s holy spirit fell upon these first uncircum- 
ciset i Gentile believers and 1 hey began talking 
with foreign tongues. Then Peter “commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” 
At this event the seventieth week of years, as 
foretold by the prophet Daniel, concerning the 

ro« FORTH EJt DETAILS READ ACTS 9 , 10, MATTKFW 16 A HD P AMICI 9. 
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special favor of the 
Abrahamie cove¬ 
nant lo exclusively 
the circumcised 
Jews, ended* 
was in the au¬ 
tumn of 36 C.E. 

1(,n Thereaf¬ 
ter the message 
was preached 
to Gentiles and 
-Tews a I i k e. 

Then Barnabas, a 
Eevite believer, 
went to Tarsus and 
brought Saul to An- 

i ioch of Syria. There they taught fur a whole year. 
Here in Antioch of Syria the disciples of J us 
Christ were fii’st called "Christians/' About that 
time the apostle James was killed at Jerusalem, 
and King Herod Agrippa I threw the apostle Peter 
in prison to have him killed after the Jewish pass- 
over. However, God's angel delivered Peter from 
prison. Peter advised the brothers of God's answer 
to their prayers and went into hiding. 

11,7 Under instructions by means of holy spirit, 
the congregation at Antioch sent out Saul and 
Barnabas on a missionary tour. They went first 
to Cyprus and then up into Asia Minor into the 
Roman Province of Galatia. Many uncircu incised 
Gentiles as well as Jews believed. After exciting 
experiences, including a stoning of Saul, they re¬ 
turned to Antioch and made report* These a dis¬ 
pute arose over whether the Gentile converts 


FOR A MORE DETA1 LED ACCOUNT SEE ACTS 11-14 AND G EMETS IS £ 


JQ6L ITntt? GM SftuI ctmii* Irt hr with ip] rs Jit An/r^h, 
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should toe circumcised in the flesh like the Jews, 
Saul, who had now come to be called Paul, and 
Barnabas and others were sent up to Jerusalem to 
have the matter settled there toy the governing 
body. A young Gentile convert, Titus, accompanied 
Paul to Jerusalem. At this session of the apos Jes 
and other older men of the Jerusalem congrega¬ 
tion Peter told of the conversion of the unclrcum- 
cised Cornelius, and Paul and Barnabas told of 
their experiences with Gent He converts* 

*** After that the disciple James, apparently the 
half brother of Jesus Christ, called this the fulfill¬ 
ment of the prophecy of Amos, that Jehovah God 
would take out of the non-Jewish nations a "people 
for his name," James then made known 1 1 is own 
decision. The governing body acted and drew up 
a letter, saying that Gentile believers did not need 
circumcision but should keep from Gentile idola- 
try, Gentile eating and drinking of blood and 
sexual immorality. 

ioft p au i and Barnabas took this letter to Antioch 
to read to the congregation. In a discussion with 
the apostles Peter (Cephas) and John and the 
disciple James, it had been agreed that Paul and 
Barnabas should go preaching to the uncircum¬ 
cised Gentile nations, whereas they (Peter, John 
and James) should specialize on the circumcised 
Jews. Paul and Barnabas now thought of going 
back over the territory of their first missionary 
tour, but a disagreement between them caused a 
separation. Barnabas went with his cousin Mark 
to Cyprus* hut Paul selected Silas ( Silvanus) and 
proceeded through Syria and into Asia Minor. At 
Bystra he arranged for the young man Timothy, 
half-Jew, half-Greek, to accompany them in the 
missionary work. One night at Troas on the Ae- 

rOR THIS FACrZ AND THE NEXT, SEE ACTS 7 5-17, GAl ATIANS 2. AMOS <7 

ij n a further ml&sionurv lour, wivi r-r.mr to be 8'axil's now 
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geaxi Sea, Paul hart a vision of a European man, 
a Macedonian, beseeching him: “Step over into 
Macedonia and help us/' Paul decided that to do 
rhis was God's will. It was at this point that Luke, 
a medical doctor, joined the missionary group and 
began to write Paul's experiences as contained in 
the Bible took, the Acts of the Apostles. 

uu By ship the missionary party reached the 
shores of Europe. At Philippi, the chief Macedo¬ 
nian city, Lydia and her household believed and 
got baptized and a congregation was established. 
Paul's eas tin^r a demon out of a girl employed pro¬ 
fessionally as a predictor of events led to the 
throwing of Paul and Silas into prison. At mid¬ 
night an earthquake freed them, and the prison 
keeper asked how to be saved. He and his house¬ 
hold believed and got baptized. Later the city 
magistrates came and brought them out from 
prison, because Pa til and Silas were Roman citi¬ 
zens. After bidding the congregation good-bye, 
Paul and his party moved on 
to Thessalomea. 

in Here a congregation 
was established. But the jeal¬ 
ous Jews caused a riot in 

*ation against -L 

f 


Paul. The brothers sent 

him and Silas out to 
Beroea. 1L spite 
the interest 

s 

in pursu i t 
obliged Paul to 
leave here, and 
the brothers 
brought him to 
Athens, to 
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await the arrival of Silas and Timothy. Paul's 
speaking, not only in the Jewish synagogue, but 
also in the marketplace, resulted in his being 
brought before the high Athenian court atop Mai's' 
Hill or the Areopagus* His powerful witness to 
God the Creator and to Jesus and his resurrection 
from the dead gained his dismissal, but one court 
judge, Dionysius, and others believed. 

7i ~ Moving south to Corinth, Paul took up lodg¬ 
ing with the Jewish couple Aquila and Priscilla, 
working part time as a tent maker. While here, 
Paul wrote and sent his first letter to the Thessa- 
lonians, to comfort and build them up spiritually. 
He followed this up by a second letter, warning 
the Thessalonians, to stabilize them regarding 
Christ's second coming and the day of Jehovah, 
and warning them of the coining apostasy or fall¬ 
ing away from the Chris* i n faith. After teaching 
in Corinth for a year and a half and establishing 
a congregation, Paul was brought inlo court by 
the unbeUeving Jews, hut the case was thrown 
out of court. 

1 After some days Paul sailed east for Caesa¬ 
rea, making a stop at Ephesus in the Province of 
Asia and preaching there. From Caesarea he paid 
a visit t.o tlie congregation at Jerusalem and then 
returned to Antioch of- Syria. Possibly from here 
Paul wrote his letter to the Galatian Christians, 
warning them against renouncing Christ by get¬ 
ting circumcised and thereby indebting themselves 
to keep the whole law of the prophet Moses, like 
natural circumcised Jew's. 

READ ACTS 17, 1ft. I THE3S. 1-3, 2 TIIESS. 1-3, GAL. 1-6. 
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114 On bis third missionary tour Paul came back 
to Ephesus. He rcbaptized twelve men who had 
been baptized with only the baptism of John the 
Baptist and imparted to them the gift of the holy 
spirit, so that they spoke with foreign tongues and 
prophesied. 

,,r * In Ephesus Paul worked for years, teaching 
and per forming miracles* At last the makers of 
shrines to the goddess Artemis (Diana) gave vent 
to their resentment and stirred up a riot against 
Paul. The mob, crying out, ‘'Great is Artemis of 
the Ephesians! 0 rushed lo the theater, forcibly 
taking traveling companions of Paul along. In the 
theater the city recorder finally calmed them down 
and dismissed the irregular assembly. Paul decided 
to travel on to Macedonia, but it was from Ephesus 
that Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthian 
Chris?! ms, to discourage the forming of sects 
among them and to answer their many vital ques¬ 
tions, He also sent Titus there to help the Co¬ 
rinthians. 

1111 Receiving wold from Corinth through Titus, 
Paul in Macedonia wrote his second letter to the 
Corinthians, exposing their “superfine apostles” 
and defending his own genuine iiostleship. Before 
returning East from Greece, Paul wrote his mag¬ 
nificent letter concerning Christian faith to the 
congregation of believers at Rome, telling them he 
wanted to stop and see them on his way to Spain. 

On his wav eastward to Jerusalem. Paul 

** * 

preached in Troas and raised the accidentally 
killed Eutychus to life. He also sl opped at Miletus 
and here had a farewell meeting w iih the congre- 

ACTS 19, 20, 1 COHIN7H1ANS 1 lA 2 COS INTHIAMS 1-13*- ROMANS 1.16- 

t i-i-i 1C. fa] Where did. Paul spend much of the time on his 
tiilrd tpfeffiitmry t<mr f rami with what results? (1>) On wtint. 
btrit-iltliiL matters did lie write to the CltHuUuuts (D Ofjrinth niut 
in Hornet? 

117, LL3. fa) On his return lo Jerusjdi-m, how aid I'aui com* 
to be imprisoned? fb) What were his cxiK?rlence* before the 
iewtoh SAnhedrln and before the Homan governor Felix? 
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nation overseers of Ephesus, expecting to see them 
no more, and so reminding them of how he had 
taught them for three years "publicly and from 
house to house.” After putting in port at Caesarea, 
Paul went up to Jerusalem. While he was in the 
temple to fulfill a vow, certain Jews recognized 
him and stirred up a mobbing. Roman soldiers 
from the? nea rby fortress rescued Paul. On his way 
up the stairs to the soldiers’ quarters Paul gained 
permission to speak to the Jews from there in 
Hebrew. lie explained how he had been converted 
to Christianity; but when he told them of his 
commission to preach to the Gentiles, the preju¬ 
diced Jews began rioting again. 

115 To prevent the Roman soldier from whipping 
him, Paul identified himself as a Roman citizen. 
Next day Paul was brought out to appear before 
the Jewish Sanhedrin of Jerusalem. Paul’s iden¬ 
tifying himself as a Pharisee and a believer in the 
resurrection split the Sanhedrin. To save Paul 
from being pulled to pieces by the contending sec¬ 
tarians, the soldiers grabbed him and took him 
back to their quarters. In the face of a plot Of 
farm fieri I Jews to kill Paul, the military com¬ 
mander sent him under heavy guard down to 
Caesarea. Some days later the Jewish religious 
leaders came down to plead against Paul before 
the Roman governor, Pel lx. Before him Paul 
proved that he w:is innocent of stirring up a riot 
at Jerusalem but was a peaceable believer in the 

resurrect ion. 

110 Paul was kept in custody in Caesarea for two 
years, till Pest us became successor to Governor 
Felix. At Jerusalem the Jewish religious leaders 
filed charges with Festus against Paul. Back at 

MEAD ALSO THE DETAILED ACCOUNT IN THE fil&LE AT ACTS 20 23. 
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Caesarea_ Festus had Paul brought in to hear 
charges made by the Jews from Jerusalem. Paul 
again affirmed his inrtoccnce of any wrongdoing 
deserving of death, and concluded: “I appeal to 
Caesar!'' Said Feslus: 4 To Caesar you shall go/' 

15 ' On a visit of King l-Ierod A grip pa and his 
wife Bernice to Governor Festus at Caesarea, Fes- 
tus arranged for the king to hear Paul. Then Paul 
related his religious background and told how he 
miraculously saw the resurrected Christ and was 
converted. Fcstus interrupted to say that Paul 
was going mad because of great learning. Paul de¬ 
nied and then addressed himself 1o King Agrippa, 
asking: "Do you, King Agrippa, believe the Proph¬ 
ets? I know you believe.” Agrippa answered: "In 
a short time you would persuade me to become a 
Christian.” Paul wished that he and others would 

do so. Afterward in discussion Festus and Agrippa 
agreed that Paul was innocent but, as he had ap¬ 
pealed to Caesar, he had to see Caesar. 

l -’ During Paul’s veal's of detention here at 
Caesarea, it appears, Luke the medical doctor 

wrote his life account of Jesus Christ, as addressed 
to TheophUus. When Paul was now put aboard 
ship for the voyage to Rome, Doctor Luke went 
along. While they were en route the Jewish fast 
day or atonement passed by, in the early fall of 
the year. Bad weather set in. So in the port of 
Fair Havens, Crete, Paul recommended that the 
ship pass the winter there. However, enticed by a 
soft south wind, the ship sailed on. only to run 
into a tempestuous wind. On the third day of the 
tempest they had to jettison t le tackling of the 

PROOF FOR THE ABOVE CAN feC FOUND AT ACTS 23-27 AMO LUKE I. 

120. £n what way did Paul make good use of the bearing he 
had iK-fori- King Ajgrlpna ; 

121-124 j.o Wbai was f.uke dolus during ihe nine of I'a’ul'r 

imprisonment T Lb> Relate what happened while they were eh 
route to Rome. 
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boat. Then for days they were tempest-tossed with¬ 
out benefit of sun or stars. During tills time an 
angel of God appeared to Paul by night to say: 
"Have no fear, PauL You must stand before Cae¬ 
sar, and, look! God has freely given you ail those 
sailing with you." So Paul encouraged them all to 
eat something, for they were to suffer shipwreck 
on an island. 

On the fourteenth night the sailors look 
soundings and found they were being driven land¬ 
ward. The snip's anchors were cast o!Y, and Paul 
told the sailors to stay aboard and not try to es- 
cape by a skiff; otherwise they would be lost. Then 
Paul led them all in taking flood against the ordeal 
ahead. At daybreak the ship ran aground despite 
lightening the ship, and it began to be broken to 
pieces. In older to save Paul, the army officer 
would not let the soldiers kill the prisoners aboard. 
Then by swimming or by aid of floatable things 
all 276 passengers made it to land safely. 

** ■' It proved to be the island of Malta, south of 
Italy. The Islanders showed these stranded people 
great kindness. Paul survived a snakebite and also 
healed tile father of Publius, a principal man of 
Malta, after which many people came to Paul to 
be cured. 

1vl Three months later the shipwreck survivors 
were able to sail away for Italy. In due time they 
landed at Put eoli (I he.modern Pozzuoli) . Here the 
Christian congregation entertained Paul for seven 
days. The bro thers In Rome heard of Paul's coming 
and came to i he Market Place of Appius and 
Three Taverns to greet him. On seeing them Paul 
thanked God and was encouraged as he now en¬ 
tered Rome as a prisoner. There he was permitted 
to stay in a house of his own with soldiers to 
guard him. 


THIS NARRATIVE IS DRAWN FROM THE til SI E ACCOUNT AT ACTS 27 . 2ft. 
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13 Three days after arrival Paul was visited by 
principal Jews of Home, because, said they, **as 
regards this sect it is known to us that everywhere 
it is spoken against/' So a meeting was arranged 
for later, and then Paul gave the gathering a wit¬ 
ness concerning God’s kingdom and concerning 
Jesus. At this the Jews disagreed among them¬ 
selves; only some believed. Hence Paul commented 
that the message of salvation had to go to the un¬ 
circumcised Gentiles: “They will certainly listen 
to it." Thus, for at least two year's before coming 
to trial before Caesar* Paul witnessed to those 
visiting his 
lodging place, 
boldly preach¬ 
ing aid teach¬ 
ing God’s king¬ 
dom and the 
Lord .Jesus 
Ch risk All of 
Caesar's prae¬ 
torian guard 
heard about 

him; of course, 
others did too. 

Even some of 
Caesar’s own 
ho itseh old be- 

came believers, and the Roman congregation was 
greatly strengthened and emboldened by Paul's 
presence, 

1Jf Here at Rome Doctor Luke, Pauls compan¬ 
ion, was able to write Theophilus and send him the 
complete account of the Acts of the Apostles. Also, 
while under house arrest and in bonds, Paul wrote 

REA& ALSO ACTS 78 AND ?HlUfTIAMS 1,4 IN THE 

125. 126. (a> To what good us*- tint Paul put his time during 
th*> two yours under guard in Romp be Tore bo P.‘iirTu* Lo trial? 
tbl What writing did Uuke and **<■■*• also do in Rome during 
this period? 
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letters, of which there still are copies, to the Ephe¬ 
sians, to the Philippians and to the Colossi arts; 
and he sent a runaway slave, OnesimuS* now con¬ 
verted, back with a letter to his master Philemon. 
The inside evidence in the letter to the Hebrews 
is very strong that this too was written by Paul 
from Rome. John Mark, the cousin of Paul's for¬ 
mer missionary partner Barnabas, visited Paul in 
Rome, and evidently while here Mark wrote his 
life account introduced with the words "The be¬ 
ginning of the good news about Jesus Christ*” 
Later Mark rejoined the apostle Peter, in Babylon 
on the Euphrates River in Mesopotamia, 

***God's angel had told Paul: “You must stand 
before Caesar.” Those unbreakable words had to 
come true. The evidence from future developments 
is that Caesar (Nero) pronounced Paul innocent 
and let him go. Paul renewed his missionary ac¬ 
tivity, in association with Timothy and Titus, who 
were appointed to be regional overseers. After 
having left them at posts of duty, Paul wrote his 
first letter to Timothy and a similar letter of 
organizational instructions to Titus, both letters 
probably from Macedonia. 

**• In the meantime Jesus * 1 half brother, the dis¬ 
ciple James at Jerusalem, wrote his inspired letter 
“to the twelve tribes that are scattered about.” As 
for the apostle Peter, he visited the ancient blit 
declining city of Babylon on the Euphrates River, 

John Mark being with him there* Prom Babylon 
Peter wrote his first letter to the Christian “tem¬ 
porary residents scattered about in fthe Asia 
Minor provinces ofj Fontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Blthynla.” Later, probably while still in 
ancient Babylon, Peter wrote his second letter, to 

fHIlEM.; COL. MARK Ij I PET. I, 3? ACTS 27 1 I TIM. 1 f JAS. 1. 

I — 7 . Wl^it aPEt&rvriLly hupj>cncd when Paul wafl brought to 
trial before Caesar, and so what activity did he renew afterward? 
liifs. In the mpjuitlKic, what were the disciple James and the 
postSi* P(jU-r do I n i; V 



THE TRUE-LIFE STORY AS TOLD BY THE HOLY BIBLE 109 

possessors of the same Christian faith. In it Peter 
writes of “our beloved brother Paul” and classes 
Paul’s writings with “the rest of the Scriptures/* 

When next we hear from the apostle Paul he 
Ls evidently In prison in Rome, due lo make his 
final defense before Caesar, this time apparently 
as a criminal offender against the Roman Kn pi re. 
Doctor Luke alone is attending upon him. From 
here Paul writes his second letter to Timothy, say¬ 
ing in its conclusion: “The due time for my re¬ 
leasing is imminent, I have fought I he fine fight-, 
I have run the course to the finish, T have ob¬ 
served the faith/" Whether before this he had ex¬ 
tended his missionary work into Spain, Paul does 
not say. 33ut probably about this time, in the Near 
East in Palestine, the disciple Jude, the younger 
brother of James the half brother of Jesus Christ, 
wrote his letter “to the called ones who are l ived 
in relationship with God the Father and preserved 
for Jesus Christ.” It is somewhat similar to Peter's 
last letter. 

J *° However, now the prophetic words of Jesus 
Christ, spoken back in the year 33 C.E., concern¬ 
ing the terrible destruction of Jerusalem and its 
temple were nearing fulfillment. At this time his 
words applied to his disciples In Jerusalem and the 
province of Judea, to flee out of the entire prov¬ 
ince after they see Jerusalem for a time sur¬ 
rounded by enemy armies, that they might take 
refuge in the mountains on the other side of the 
Jordan River and there continue their Christie* n 
ministry. Jesus* inspired words came true in 
70 C.E., when, according to worldly history, the 
Roman armies under General Titus destroyed 

(tNtCfiEMATJON IS FBOm 2 PETER 3, 2 TIMOTHY 1 * r JUDE AND LUKE 21. 

1 as , (a> TTtiw did Fiiul apparently ou me to b» imprison ml lit 
Rome a second time, and wriat did he write to his fellow worker 
Timothy at *hLs lime? <b> in ]*,*ilesilne. id whom did the 

disciple Jude uuidri.‘N$ a ' (tar about this time? 

130. In f ni in Inten t of Jesus' words, what happened to Jerusalem 
In the year TO C.K.. and o i what did this give aisumucev 
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Herod’s temple and the rebellious city of Jeru¬ 
salem, from which the Christians had obediently 
fled to other provinces. In the year 73 C.E. the last 
Jewish stronghold in the Province of Judea, the 
fortress of Masada on the west side of the Dead 
Sea, fell to the Roman conquerors. This fulfillment 
of Jesus’ words gave strong assurance that the nest 
of Jesus 1 prophecy concerning the many-tealured 
"sign ’ that wound mark the “conclusion of the 
system of things’ 1 would unfailingly come true. 

' 1 Ever since the last days of the apostle Paul, 
Rome had become an enemy and persecutor of the 
apostles of Jesus Christ and the rest of his disci¬ 
ples. Thus in process of time, likely toward the 
end of the first century C.E., the aged apostle John 
found himself a prisoner on Rome’s penal island 
of Patinos in the Aegean Sea, “for speaking about 
God and bearing witness to Jesus/ 1 Here John was 
favored with the “revelation by Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him, to show his slaves the things 
that must shortly take place.” 

The things that John saw in miraculous vision 
he was told to write down, sending an account 
thereof to the Christian congregations in Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel¬ 
phia and Laodicea. Thai J ohn would be freed from 
his exile nn the isle of Patmos seems to be indi¬ 
cated by the words said to John after he had eaten 
the little opened scroll at an angel’s hand: “You 
must prophesy again with regard To peoples and 
nations and tongues and many kings.*’ 

*** Apparently after this, the apostle John wrote 
his life account of the Lord Jesus Christ, that the 
readers thereof “may believe that Jesus is the 

MATTHEW 24, 25, MAftK 13, ILHCfc 21, RfcVtLATION t*2? f JOHN 

a lfcg "; ir T i rr i irrr ■ 

131. Townrd ttr* vrvii of i&e first wnlury cm, why wus tho 

BSfid a[KifllJc John cent! ned on the- jh-nM EfstrirnJ OF Pitlmof;, tttUl 
ivllh ia lifit wat. lie favor -.1 while Iht-rc?? 

IS, 133. To wlmni did John writer the- things tie there saw in 
vision, and wh&l farther writing did lie do ai>pnroM]y aflw hlfc 

release T 
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Christ the Son of God. and that, Ivccause of be* 
Iieving, you may have life by means of his name." 
In the closing lines John speaks of himself as a 
witness and says: "We know that the witness he 
gives is true.” In this same closing period of 
John's life he Wrote three letters, the second being 
directed to "the chosen lady,” and the third to 
"Gaius, the beloved.” John hoped to see Gaitts 
shortly. 

*** Thus, by the "revelation by Jesus Christ” 
that was given to John on the isle of Patmo^\ the 
words of the resurrected Jesus concerning John as 
uttered back in the spring of 33 C.E. virtually 
came true: "If it is my will for him to remain until 
I come, of what concern is that?” By those words, 
however, Jesus did not mean that John would not 
die the same as the rest of the Christian believers. 
In the final revelation to John a vision was given 
of the glorified congregation of 144.000 faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ, standing in Kingdom 
power with Jesus Christ on the heavenly Mount 
Zion. There was also seen a "great crowd” of 
earthly worshipers of God, these being without 
known number and being taken from "all nations 
and tribes and peoples and tongues.” The heavenly 
Lamb, .1 esus Christ, becomes their shepherd mid 
"will guide them to fountains of waters of life.” 

113 In the revelation John was also given a vision 
of the birth in heaven of God’s Messianic kingdom, 
over which fact the Gentile nations on earth be¬ 
came angry, "wrathful.” For'this reason God ! s own 
wrath comes upon them. At that time, by means of 
war, Satan the Devil and his demons are cast out 
of heaven and then carry on a war with the re¬ 
maining ones of the seed of God’s “woman.” 

JOHN 30, 21 j 1 JOHN 1-U; 3 JOHN, 3 JOHN; ILLY. I, 7. 11, 12. 1-1. 

l&k Xu tho revel&tloo ghrn to Jo tin. where did he ue the 
ConfEre'EatJon < < r ! l faithful dlsctplt^ of Jesus, n ncJ wllat 

**i.rrf*4C i’rmvd“ was he also shown ? 

I3r> A vision of what birth wus aha seen by John, followed by 
what events e-u li: ? 
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1:1 As in the prophet Daniel's vision that used 
wild beasts as symbols of the political world pow¬ 
ers, John sees Satan’s worldwide system of polit¬ 
ical rule under the symbol of a wild beast: with 
seven heads and ten diademed horns* A two- 
member political system is pictured as a two- 
homed, one-headed beast that urges the worship 
of the seven-headed beast. It finally brings about 
the making of an image of the many-membered 
system of political rule pictured by the seven- 
headed beast. God's wrath is against these beastly 
political systems and the idolatrous “image of the 
wild beast.” So God does not bless them but 
plagues them terribly. 

’"While God’s plagues are being poured out 
upon them, John sees all the Gentile nations, their 
kings and their armies, marching to the “war of 
the great day of God the Almighty” at Har— 
Magedon, under the influence of the Dragon, Satan 
the Devil, and his demons. Then John sees God's 
judgment upon Babylon the Great, the world em¬ 
pire of false Babylonish religion. She commits reli¬ 
gious forni¬ 
cation with 
earth's politi¬ 
cal rulers, to 
the oppres¬ 
sion of the 
peoples. She 
rides a beast 
of scarlet col- 
or like the 
seven-headed, 
t c n-h orncd 

SEE TH£ BIUE fcECQSD AT REVELATION 13, AMD DANIEL 7, 9. 

136. With ivh.'it symbols did Juhn see political systems repre- 
sentert, aitd who 

137. 13S. («k> To what end does Babylon iho Great come, as 

r.i‘cn by J-ohn. and so what does God tell his people to do? 
(ti'l WJial follows for Um; i! sys.ljeitlS c-f o;ir! h niUl I It*' lr 

supporters? <cl How arc the Devil ami hts demons ilealt with? 
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wild beast. Finally all this political combination 
turns against religious Babylon the Great and de¬ 
stroys her. After that the political combination 
wars against the kingdom of the heavenly Lamb 
of God, the “Lord of lords and King of kings.” 

13S In view of the coming destruction of Babylon 
the Great, God urgently tells his people to get out 
of her, and then gives a vision of her sudden, swift 
destruction. At her destruction all heavenly crea¬ 
tures will cry Hallelujah, meaning “Praise Jab, 
you people.” The “war of the great day of God the 
Almighty” follows at liar—Magedon, and his King 
of kings destroys the whole political combination 
on earth, killing off ail the political rulers, their 
military armies and all their supporters and ser¬ 
vants. Immediately following that the Dragon, 
Satan the Devil, and his demons are seized, chained 
and imprisoned in an abyss for a thousand years. 

*** The “first resurrection” is seen, namely, that 
of those faithful disciples who will reign with 
Christ in heaven ’or those thousand years, also 
serving as judges and as “priests of God and of 
the Christ.” The resurrection of the “rest of the 
dead” takes place on earth, from Ha'des and the 
sea, and they have their judgment before God’s 

1 3none. At 1 he end of the 1 houseiid years .Satan 
and his demons are let loose from the abyss and 
are permitted to test out mankind. Those on earth 
who then side in with Satan and revolt against 
God's kingdom, the “heavenly Jerusalem,” do not 
get their names written in the “hook of lift*” and 
are destroyed in the “Jake of fire,” a symbol of 
“the second death.” This leaves the earth occupied 
by only those enrolled in the “book of life.” Satan 

CONFIRMATION OF THIS IS FOUND AT PCVELAT’ON 17-2 0 AND LUKE 0. 

15®. im) Who seen msurri-j'tiMl from the dead? (b) What 

test etuiv.s upfxn HWhKIrtd nt the end of the years, and 

then what will happen to Satan j-.mt ail who Join him in revolt 
ntfulrist Clod's kingdom* 
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and Xus demons arc then also destroyed forever, 
in “second death.” 

140 When Satan and his demons were chained 
and hurled into the abyss after the battle of Har- 
Magedon a thousand years previous to their de¬ 
struction, a “new heaven and a new earth' 1 came 
into existence. The marriage time came for the 
symbolic Bride of Christ, namely* the congregation 
of his 144,000 faithful disciples who become his 
heavenly joint heirs. The Bride, “the i^amb’s wife,” 
is pictured as a glorious city, named New Jeru¬ 
salem, coming down out of heaven to bless man¬ 
kind God then wipes out the tears of sorrow from 
he people's eyes, and even the death inherited by 
all mankind from the sinful Adam “will be no 
more.” 

M1 The New Jerusalem is made to shine by the 
glory of God the Almighty and his Lamb Jesus 
Christ. By means of the light from the New Jeru¬ 
salem the nations here on earth will walk. Through 
New Jerusalem God's provision for life everlasting 
on earth will flow to mankind, like a “river of 
water of life, clear as crystal, flowing out from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb.” As it were, life- 
sustaining fruit trees line both banks of the sym¬ 
bolic river. 

142 The Permanent Heir of ancient King David 
says to John: "I, Jesus, sent my angel to bear wit¬ 
ness to you people of these things for the congre¬ 
gations, I am the root and the offspring of David, 
and the bright morning star.” Thus the genealogy 
of the Seed of God's “woman” through the royal 
house of David reaches Its goal. 

UVE1ATION 20-22 AND MATTHEW 25 ABE THE EA5JS FOB THIS RECORD. 

140, 141. (ft) A thousand years before this. afu*r fsii'Um and his 
demons were nfeyssoel, what happy event look place in heaven - .' 
fb» What Is the New Jerusalem, and what blessing dw:fi f.Jotl 
bestow upon nutnkliid tjy nifutij of ill " 

142, AS the revelation ctrjtws to a conclusion, how Is attention 
n^ain drawn to ir.e of Gud's "woman" Uin)’jg!i the royal 

bouse of IPavid? 
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143 The <4 words of the prophecy” of this Revela¬ 
tion to John are not to be sealed up, “for the 
appointed time is near/’ Harmoniously with this 
fact the apostle John makes this observation: 
“And the spirit and the bride keep on saying: 
‘Come!* And let anyone hearing say: ‘Corner And 
let anyone thirsting come; let anyone that wishes 
take life's water free*” To preserve the pureness 
and correctness of the “prophecy of 'nils scroll,” 
no addition is to be made to it nor anything taken 
away from it, under penally of plagues and de¬ 
struction, Jehovah's great Witness, Jc-vi.s rhrisl, 
finally says to John: “Yes; I am coming quickly.” 
John replies: “Amen* Come, Lord Jesus.” Then 
the last book of the Bible closes with ihe words: 
“May the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with Hie holy ones.” 

REVELATION 22 IS THE INSPIRED RECORD ON WHICH THIS IS EASED. 

143. With what assurance and prayerful request does this last 
book of Lbe Bib]-:- elute? 





CHAPTER 



HERE] was once a time when there was 
no earth nor any sun, moon and stars 
to shine upon It. There was then no material uni¬ 
verse, of which our small earth is a part, in bound¬ 
less space. And yet life existed somewhere. Where? 
In the realm that is in visible to us who are made 
of earthly material, a realm thal we cannot fend 
or touch. It is a realm that is higher than our 
human, materialistic realm. For that reason the 
Holy Bible calls it "heaven” nr "the heavens." Life 
in the heavenly malm is also of a higher order 
than that of man here on eari > 

a It is in the heavens invisible to us that God 
the Creator lives. In the one hundred and fifteenth 
psalm it is written: "As regards the heavens, to 
Jehovah the heavens belong, but the earth be has 
given to the sons of men.” (Psalm 115:16) In 
psalm eleven, verse four says: "Jehovah—in the 
heavens is liis throne, lis own eyes behold, his 
own beaming eyes examine the sons of men." 

1. Refer® there was n material universe, where cIHI lifr* exist? 

2. Where does Clod the Creator live, as explained by psalms 
In the ruble? 
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a To show now lowly our earthly home is in 
comparison with God’s heavenly realm, it is writ¬ 
ten, in Isaiah 66:1: “This is what Jehovah has 
said: ‘The heavens are my throne, and the earth 
is my footstool/ *' Ho is the Creator of our material 
universe, more and more of which our astronomers 
with their tremendous telescopes are able to see. 
So He existed and enjoyed life before our material 
universe began. As the Holy Bible says at its very 
start: "In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth/ — Genesis 1:1, 

4 God is the source of all life outside Of himself. 
Psalm 36:9 admits this fact, saying to God: “With 
you is the source of life.” The prophet Moses rec¬ 
ognized that the living God had no beginning, even 
as he will have no end, when he wrote: “O Jeho¬ 
vah, you yourself have proved to be a real dwelling 
for us during generation after generation. Before 
the mountains themselves were bom, or you pro¬ 
ceeded to bring: forth as with labor pains the earth 
and the productive land, even from time indefinite 
to time indefinite you are God/*—Psalm 90:1, 2. 

* Not only did our material universe as a cre¬ 
ation have a start, but creation In the invisible 
realm of heaven also had a beginning. The ever- 
living God was before even such heavenly cre¬ 
ation, and at that time he was ail alone. The time 
came when God decided to create. He began by 
creating living things. What did he create first? 
rite own Word tells us. To us he says: “‘The 
thoughts of you people are not my thoughts, nor 
are my ways your ways/ is the utterance of Je¬ 
hovah. 'For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, 
and Tny thoughts than your thoughts/ ** tIsaiah 
55:8, 9) So God did not follow any unrealistic idea 

7k How did the material universe come into existence? 

4 . Did tjod bave a bt'KtnjjjnK'f 

5. |e> Were ihi: hrst things created by God living or were they 
lifeless? < b) WIleU form u£ croat urc llfv <11 d. God make UrstT 
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like that of "evolutionisIs” rind start with the low¬ 
est and most simple form of life, of earthly mate¬ 
rial. Instead, he started with the highest form of 
(mature life, a heavenly one. He made It the best 
living creation in all existence. 

e Just as with a human father and his firstborn 
son, “that one Is the beginning of his generative 
power,” so it was with the great Creator and his 
lirst heavenly creation. It was the “beginning of 
his generative power/' (Deuteronomy 21:17) Or, 
as 11 1 e pal r i, l reh J ac ob s n ki O f It i s first bo rn SO D 
Reuben: “You are my first-born, my vigor and the 
beginning of my generative power, the excellence 
of dignity and the excellence of strength/' (Genr¬ 
es is 49:So the “right of the first-born's posi¬ 
tion” belonged to God's first heavenly creature. 
This first creation of God came to be called “his 
only-begotten Son/'—John 3:16. 

T Here a Moslem will recognize that there is a 
difference between the Koran and the Holy Bible, 
and he will have to choose which book he will 
accept as true in this regard. The Koran, in its 
Sura XVII, verse 111, says: “Say: f Praise be to 
God* who begets no son, and has no partner in 
(His) dominion: nor (needs) He any to protect 
Him from humiliation: yea, magnify Him for His 
greatness and glory/ ° And in Sura CXII, verses 
1-4, it says; “Say: He is God, the One and Only, 
God* the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor 
is lie begotten: and there Is none like unto Him/’** 

a However, it was the prophet Jesus Christ* who, 
six hundred years before the Koran, said: “God 

* Quoted from **Tlie Holy Koran—Text, Translation 
and Commentary." by Abdullah Yusuf All, the f*<3Uiori 
of 1B46 In two volumes. 


(>. Him' was The- first heaven]y m-JiUnu Ukc ;t rirMliorn jsnn. 
!LBd whiil kind of Son is be -tilled at John 5: 161 
7. 8, La> Does the Moslem Kor in agree that God ha® b-egotten 
a yon? <t>> How long before the Koran did the prophet Jesus 
Christ dec Lure i.hi: i. God has an "only-begotten Son." and what, 
hope did he associate wJLh Lhe exmrclsinjf of faith In that one? 
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loved the world so much that he gave his onlv- 
begotten Son, in order that everyone exercising 
faith in him might not be destroyed but have ever- 
lasting life. Kor God sent: for i h his Son into the 
world, not for him to judge the world, but for the 
world to be saved through him. He that exercises 
faith In him is not to be judged. He that does not 
exercise faith hats been judged already, because he 
has not exercised faith in the name of the only- 
begotten Son of God.” (John 3:16-18) Hence for 
six centuries before the Koran was written, true 
worshipers of the one, living and true God were 
exercising faith in the “only-begotten Son of God,” 
to gain salvation. Did they believe wrong? 

* This “only-begotten Son of God” took the 
* ‘first-born’s position” in all of God’s creation, and 
rightfully so. As the “beginning of [God’s] gen¬ 
erative power” he would excel all future creation 
in dignity, strength and wisdom. He was the em¬ 
bodiment of God’s wisdom, and because of this the 
woixis of Proverbs 8:22-31, where Wisdom is por¬ 
trayed as speaking to us as learners, are generally 
applied to the “only-begotten Son of God.” as fol¬ 
lows ; 

10 ”Jehovah himself produced me as the begin¬ 
ning of his way, the earliest of his achievements 
of ion ■* ago. lYom time indefinite I was installed, 
from the start, from times earlier than the earth. 
When there were no watery deeps I was brought 
forth as with labor paiiis, when there were no 
springs heavily charged with water. Before the 
mountains themselves had been settled down, 
ahead of the hills, X was brought forth as with 
labor pains, when as yet he had not made the earth 
am! the open spaces and the first part of the dust 
masses of the productive land. When he prepared 
the heavens I was there; when he decreed a hori- 


9, 10. To whom a re the words of Proverbs S : 22 31 rcouentily 
^ppilod. and why? 
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zon upon the face of the watery deep, when he 
made firm the cloud masses above, when he caused 
the fountains of the watery deep to be strong;, 
when he set for the sea his decree that the waters 
themselves should not pass beyond his order, when 
he decreed The fuMndal ions of tile e;.r:h. then T 

came to be beside him as a master worker, and 
I came to be the one he was specially fond of day 
by day, I being glad before him all the time, being 
glad at the productive land of his earth, and the 
things I was fond of were with the sons of men.'* 

° Notice that here wisdom personified is spoken 
of, not as the beginner or originator, but as the 
"beginning" of tv d\s way. Wisdom personified is 
also the "earliest" of God’s achievements. Ac¬ 
cording to this language the "only-begotten Son of 
God" was the “beginning” of God’s way and there 
was no achievement by God earlier than this 

“only-begotten Son/ 1 This language is like what is 
said in Revelation 3:14. In fact. Proverbs 8:22 is 
quoted from in Revelation 3:14, where the glori¬ 
fied Son of God in heaven says regarding himself: 
“These arc the things that the Amen says, the 
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation by God." According to his own words he 
was the “beginning” (not, beginner) of God’s 
creation, so that God’s creat ing of creatures began 
with tills Son. 

13 For this reason God, whose personal name is 
Jehovah, stands out as the One Creator and all 
other tilings are what he created. In harmony with 
this truth. Revelation 4:9-11 reports the creatures 
in the invisible heavens as saving to God: “You 
are worthy, Jehovah, even our God, to receive the 
glory and the honor and the power, because you 

11. <■} How illxLh«* jurriplurc juxl quote*! from Provi*rbB* chap¬ 
ter 8, show whether Die one spaniciii* wm the oritfLnator of 
God's I'raaUmi or was hi mad f stated? <li> To Tlr- vein Lion what 
.ijmiri.-uiUm Is madu of piVivt-rTte £- 2- n " 

12. So what exclusive position clots Jehovah God 
relation to all olhor thingsT 


py in 
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created all things* and because of your will they 
existed and were created/' 

is somtithtnt; isicgotten' a creation ♦ 

1S However, there are many students of the Holy 
Bible who have difficulty in understanding the 
“only-begotten Son of God" to be also a creation. 
They say that he was begotten by God but was 
not created and that he was the beginner or origin 
of the creation of God rather Ilian the 4 ‘hoginning 
of the creation of God." (Revelation 3:14, AV; 
AS; RS) Well, then, w as there some female person 
in heaven by whom Jehovah God begot his only- 
begotten Son? If there were, then that female 
person would have to be before the only-begotten 
Son of God. But the Holy Bible docs not teach such 
a thing. Rather, the only-bcgot1.cn Son was tile 
original and first direct creation by God without 
any intermediary such as a wife or female person. 
Also, because of begetting, we are not to imagine 
that God has a womb like a female person. God is 
not female. 

1 * What does the word “beget'* mean in the 
original Hebrew and common Greek? Look it up 
in the dic tionary. It says that “beget" means ‘do 
procreate or generate (used chiefly of the male 
parent>; to cause; produce as an effect/* {The 
American College Dirt in nary, 1948 edition) The 
word "only-begotten" f monogenes, Greek) means 
“ the only member o f a kin or kind: lienee, gen¬ 
erally, only, single; unique/’ And the Greek word 
{gennao} translated as "beget* 1 means, according 
to the Grcek-Knglish Lexicon, “mostly of the 
father, beget; of the mother, bring forth„ beor; in 

■MHiHaiaaaa 

13. fit) What cto many artuct**riLs h?iv«*- fiun-ruiiv in understanding 
aboirl (he ‘‘only-tx> j - :oit u n Son or Cud*’? (b) Why wonltl it Lk> 
wrong to eoiK-Hi4* that God besot hJa on.ly-bcyoLU.'-n Son by 
some female person In bcavant 

14. iX"-lltW! f.i j "LH.i.;eL r ” also (i>) "’only'tKjgotton." 
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the Middle Voice, produce from oneself, create; 
produce j grow; metaphorically, engender f produce; 
call into existence/** 

lB The Inspired Hebrew Scriptures speak of giv¬ 
ing birth to things that are not even persons or 
animals. Kor example, Proverbs 27:1 warns us: 
4 'L>o not make your boast about the next day, for 
you do not know what a day will give birth to/* 
Also, Isaiah 55:10 says: “The pouring rain de¬ 
scends, and the snow, from the heavens and does 
not return to that place, unless it actually satu¬ 
rates the earth and makes it produce and sprout/* 
Isaiah 59:4 says: 4 ‘There has been a conceiving of 
trouble, and a bringing of what Is hurtful to birth/* 
Job 38:28 says: “£>aes there exist a father for the 
rain, or who gave birth to the dew drops?* 1 Also, 
in the first book of the Holy Bible, or in Genesis 
2:4, the pmphel Moses writes: “These are the 
generations? of the heavens and of the earth when 
they were created, on the day that the .Lord God 
made earth and heaven.” (I. Lesser's translation) 
Who generated those heavens and that earth? The 
Lord God* Shall we, then, call God the Father of 
the heavens and the earth, because he is the gen¬ 
erator of them? 

“ We do not usually do so, because the heavens 
and the earth are impersonal. Rather, in harmony 
with the further words of Genesis 2:4, we call him 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth. So here 
the things generated are his creations* Just be- 

* Column 1, page 344, of Volume X, of A Greek- 
English Leycicor?. compiled by H. G, Liddell and Robert 
Scott, revised, reprinted 19-18. 

t The Hebrew word for “generadone’' Is derived from 
the verb yaldd* which means 'to bear, bring forth”; 
hi passive voice, "to be brought forth; to be born.** 

15, H5. <:i) How <3Ci Lhi tn.spirvci Hrbmv Scripture's use *Tlve 
birth U>” uij.i1 rt*luteil oxiircsslbias? (bj ‘'Giving birth to** actually 
•ran mean whfttV 
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cause the heavens and the earth are called “gen¬ 
erations,” we cannot say that they are not cre¬ 
ations. In harmony with his language in Genesis 
2:4 the prophet Moses says, in Psalm 90:1, 2: 
“Lord! a dwelling-place hast thou become to us 
from generation io generation: before the moun¬ 
tains were bom or thou hadst brought forth fmar¬ 
ginal reading: *Or, "given birth to” 'J the earth 
and the world, even from age unto age thou wast 
God.”* Just because the Lord God gave birth to 
the mountains and to the earth and the world, we 
cannot say that these earthly things are not his 
creations. So here* with reference to God's work, 
“giving birth to” has the meaning of "creating.” 

17 In like manner the "only-begotten Son of God' 1 
can speak of himself as being the "beginning of 
the creation of God.” God his heavenly Father be¬ 
got him in the sense that God produced him from 
himself without any intermediary and thus created 
him. As one who is begotten or generated or who 
is created, the “only-begotten Son” had a begin¬ 
ning to his life and existence. Because he was 
created like God or in resemblance of God, rather 
than created as some lifeless creation, he was called 
the Son of God and so God was his Father or Be¬ 
getter. He was not then brought forth or created 
as a human, earthly creature, but was created as 
a spirit creature, becoming a spirit person like his 
heavenly Father. On earth the Prophet Jesus 
Christ said: “God is' a Spirit r°r, God is spirit], 
and those worshiping him must worship with 
spirit and truth/' (John 4:24) The "only-begotten 
Son of God" was like God his heavenly Father in 
being spirit and thus being superhuman. 

* Quoted from The Emphasised Bible, by Jos. B. 
Rotherham, edition of 1902. See also the iVctp World, 
ipr art station of the Holy Scripturvs, 


17. In w h;it sense did God be&mt his "only-begotten Son." and 
why was It api rourlate that iJt? tx- rolled tins Son ol doit? 
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OTHER SONS OF (tOD IN HEAVEN 

l * Arc Jehovah God and the “only-begotten Son 
of God’- the only inhabitants of the invisible, spir¬ 
itual heavens? No! The Holy Bible speaks of num¬ 
berless other livin'::, intelligent inhabitants of the 
heavens. For example, the prophet Daniel tells of 
a supernatural vision in the sixth century B.C.E. 
and says: “I kept on beholding until there were 
thrones placed and the Ancient of Days sat down* 
. . . lliere were a thousand thousands that kept 
minis ter ing to fairn, and ten thousand t i m es ten 
thousand that kept standing right before him/* 
(Daniel 7:9, 10) Over six centuries later the apos¬ 
tle John had a supernatural vision of God's throne 
and of God's Son who was offered like a lamb in 
sacrifice; and John describes it in this way: “I 
saw, and I heard a voice of many angels around 
the throne and the living creatures and the older 
persons, and the number of them was myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with 
a loud voice: The Lamb that was slaughtered is 
w orthy.* ** (Revelation 5:11, 12) How did all those 
millions of heavenly angels come into existence? 
The Holy Bible explains. 

Jl * Recall how Proverbs 8:30 quoted Wisdom per¬ 
sonified as saying: “I came to be beside him as 
a master worker." So the wise “only-begotten Son" 
of God became a master worker beside the great 
Creator Jehovah God. Ilis heavenly Father did not 
leave him idle but'used him in the producing of 
all other things living and lifeless. Concerning i his 
“master worker/ 1 who was at the side of God the 
Creator, the words of John 1:1-3 have this lo say, 
according to An American Translation: “In the 
beg inning the Word existed. The Word was with 
God, and the Word was divine. It w he that was 
with God in the beginning. Everything came into 


L& How cine's the mnkc cl<?r»r Eh Jit Uteri- «rc? other tnlmbl- 

of lit-- im lubble, sj<5xituuJ henv. us" 

19. How dlO nil rhose hi^nvenly nui^t-L:. cmric Into pjiPitrmr 
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existence through him, and apai ! from him 
nothing came to be- 1 '* 

30 The apostle Paul calls attention to this heav¬ 
enly “master worker"* who was used by God the 
Creator, in his letter to the Colossians, chapter 
one, verses fifteen through seven teen, which read: 
'Tie is the image of the invisible God, the first¬ 
born of all creation; for in him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and in¬ 
visible, whether thrones or dominions or princi¬ 
palities or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. He is before all things* 
and in him all things hold together/'—Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible, of 1952. 

This "master worker’* was and is the "image 
of the invisible God/* and so he imitated God his 
Father in His work* As the "only-begotten Son of 

God* 1 he was the “first-born of all creation/* so 
that all other created things followed him and 
were created by God "through him and for him," 
since he, as God's “first-born, 1 * was the Heir of 
all things* Because all these other creations were 
brought into existence "Through him/* this "first¬ 
born’* Son of God remained in a unique position, 
forasmuch as he remained the only Son who was 
created or begotten directly by God the Creator. 
Thus he remained "only-begotten*" file only direct 
creation of Jehovah God. 

*= That is how these millions of angels of God 
came into existence** Even though they were 
created through the "only-begotten Son/* they 
were still called “sons of God/* because their life 

* Quoted from The Complete Bible—An American 
Translation, by J. M. Fowls Smith and Edgar J. Good- 
speed, twelfth impression of 1948. For further discus¬ 
sion fit John 1:1-3, see chapter 12, pages 2bT (!U3>- 
269 0134). 


ao, 21. What tio we loam uboui this lu-avealy '“master worker*' 
at Oilo-iHian* It 1 > 17V 

22. Why are |he angels fittingly called "sons «f God," und 
vs'ha’ should we keep in mind us to their makeup ? 
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came from Jehovah God, with whom is the foun¬ 
tain or source of life. (Psalm 36:9) Thus the "only- 
begotten Son'* of God was their older heavenly, 
spiritual brother. These perfect angelic creatures 
were spiritual In their makeup; they were spirit 
creatures. They were not human creatures who 
had died on earth and who had been transformed 
after death into heavenly spirit creatures. None of 
these angels of heaven were formerly human 
creators* here on earth. The spiritual makeup of 
the heavenly angels and the material, earthly 
makeup of the human creat ures are two separate 
and distinct things. They cannot be mixed. Heav¬ 
enly angels were before men, not men on earth 
before angels in heaven. 

Because of their superior makei , > as heavenly, 
spiritual creatures, those angels are superior to 
mankind. In the letter to the Hebrews, chapter 
two, verses six and seven, vve read: “What is man 
that you keep him in mind, or the son of man that 
you take care of him? You made him a little lower 
than angels/' 

=' This is a quotation from the eighth psalm, 
verses four and five, which, according to the mean¬ 
ing of the Hebrew word used, calls the heavenly 
angels “godlike ones,” saying: “What is mortal 
man that you keep him in mind, and the son of 
earthly man that you take care of him? You also 
proceeded to make him a little less than godlike 
ones,” The higher form of life that angels enjoy Is 
also pointed up in this reminder in 2 Peter 2:10-12, 
which speaks about men "who go on after flesh 
with the desire to defile it and who look down on 
lordship” and which then goes on to say: 

M "Baring, self-willed, they do not tremble at 
glorious ones but speak abusively, whereas angels, 
although they are greater in strength and power, 
do not bring against, them an accusation in abusive 


23-25. H wtial. expression® tlo Scripture* point out fhsit 

iLinjtiis nre sU£*crior to hi:*nJtFritl? 
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terms, not doing so out of respect for 
But these men, like unreasoning animals bom 
naturally to be caught and destroyed, will . . . suf¬ 
fer destruction/' 

atf A man cannot dema tonal ize himself and put 
himself in the spiritual realm. However, the Holy 
Bible shows that God has given to angels power to 
materialize and appear In human bodies as men; 
and after they have appeared to men and carried 
out their angelic appointment from God, they 
have demalerialized and thus disappeared from 
human sight and returned to the spiritual realm. 
For example, 
wh e n the 
wicked cities 
of Sodom and 
G o m o r r a h 


- I r 


were to 

be 


destroyed 

by 




Py - JjL-i 

Iire and sul- 
phur from the 
skies, two ma¬ 
terialized an¬ 
gels f i r s f 
brought 
A b r nhara’s 
nephew Lot 
and his fam¬ 
ily out of Sodom for safety and then 



by demateiializing. (Genesis 19:1-22) Also, when 
Mary the daughter of Heli was to become the 
mother of the promised “seed” of Abraham in 
spite of her being a virgin, the “angel Gabriel was 
sem forth from God" and materialized and thus 
appeared to Mary and notified her and got her con¬ 
sent. “At that the angel departed from her," by 
dematerializing,—I .uke l: 26-3S. 


26 . On what occasions Jui\ t- angels inatertaiLz^l In human budlot, 
and did they conUmt« to live as fleshly creatures? 
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WHY AN(9KL$ SHOUTED IX Am.AUSK 

JT When the promised “seed” of Abraham was 
bom to Mary at Bethlehem that night of 2 B.CLE., 
it was a joyful occasion for the heavenly angels. 
A leading angel materialized and appeared in glory 
to shepherds keeping watch over their flocks out 
in the field by night and said to them: “Look! I 
am declaring to you good news of a great joy that 
all the people will have." Then, by materializing 
in order that the shepherds might see them, there 
appeared “a multitude of the heavenly host, prais¬ 
ing God and saying: ‘Glory in the heights above 
to God, and upon earth peace among men of good 
will.' '* After that the angels “departed from them 
into heaven/* (Luke 2:8*15) However, there was 
a much earlier occasion when the heavenly angels 
rejoiced, shouting in applause to God over a dif¬ 
ferent event. When was that? 

-* Jehovah God himself remembered that earlier 
occasion and spoke of it to a man in the seven¬ 
teenth century B.C.E., named Job, in the land of 
Uz in the Middle Flast. Despite a terrible sickness 
Job gained the victory in a long controversy with 
his critics and silenced them. But he needed to be 
reminded of how unimportant he was and how un¬ 
necessary he was for God's creation on the earth 
on which Job lived. Hence the account in Job 
38:1-12 says: 

** “ And Jehovah proceeded to answer Job out 
of the windstorm and say: ‘Who is this that is 
obscuring counsel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins, please, like an able-bodied man, 
and let me question you, and you inform me. 
Where did you happen to be when I founded the 
earth? Tell me, if you da know understanding. 

27 . In connect.)On with \vh>it ifrarid event did materialised nnffete 
J'iin it: iv^oLctm: In the year:) t 

2S_ 29. When was tlit± occasion ol which Jehovah told Jot) whoa 
"all the! sons of God began sh.outi.njf In .applause*' f 
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Who set its measurements* in case you know* or 
who stretched out upon it the measuring line? 
Into what have its socket pedestals been sunk 
down, or who laid its cornerstone, when the morn¬ 
ing stars joyfully cried out together, and all the 
sons of God began shouting in applause? And who 
barricaded the sea with doors, which began to go 
forth as when it buret out from the womb: when 
I put the cloud as its garment and thick gloom as 
its swaddling band, and I proceeded to break up 
my regulation upon It and ito set a bar and doors, 
and I went on to say, ‘’This far you may come, and 
no farther; and here your proud waves are lim¬ 
ited”? Was it from your days onward that you 
commanded the morning? I>id you cause the dawn 
to know its place?' " 

Job had to acknowledge that he was not even 
in existence at the creation of the earl h. But on 
that occasion “sons of Goer' were present or oi> 
serving the TTuirvi. *loirs tilings of creation that are 
described in 1 he first chapter of the Holy Bible, 
Since these “sons of God” were alive and active 
before tlit* creation of man on the earth, they must 
have been the invisible heavenly angels. They in¬ 
cluded God's “master worker,” the “only-begotten 
Son of God,” because “through him” God created 
the heavens and the earth. That those “sons of 
God” were in the heavens with God is proved In 
Job, chapters one and two, where we read: “Now 
it came to be the day when the sons of the true 
God entered to take their station before Jehovah, 
and even Satan proceeded to enter right among 
them. Then Jehovah said to Satan: ‘Where do you 

30. Ca) Who must thu r e ’’sons of God'* hove been who were 
I>re*4Mil to observe and applaud God’s works of fn-allonT 
ib> Whore wore those ’’sons of God.** as shown by Job. chapters 
<jjarui two? 
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come from? 1 At that Satan answered Jehovah and 
said: 1 -rom roving about In the earth and fiom 
walking about In It/ **—Job 1:6, 7; 2:1, 2. 



:i Jehovah thus called 
the heavenly, invisible, 
spirit angels his sons, “the 
sons of God/’ They werc- 
not men and women who 
had been taken tVom earth 



to heaven and changed Into spirit angels 
to populate the hem- cn-s. 'Neither were 
these angels spirit creatures who were to 
be sent to earth to become men and wom¬ 
en tfvjjrder to people the earth, thus to 
humble them or lower them. They were 
God’s creations prior to man, higher than man, 
and of a superior quality ahove man. As to this 
difference between angels and men. Psalm 104: 
1-4 says: 41 0 Jehovah my God, you have proved 
very great. . . . The One . . . making the clouds 
his chariot, walking upon the wings of the wind, 
making his angels spirits/* Hebrews 1:7 says: 
“Also, with reference to the angels he says: ‘And 
he makes his ange ls spirits/" That is why 

they are invisible 1o man. According to Bible his¬ 
tory, they have served God*s purposes toward man* 
and man is greatly indebted to these holy angels. 


31. (a) Hud Those ajircetn ever been humans on earth r r were 
they to hecomo humans to populat* the i.-unli? tt>} Why tiro 
we h umans lnturesUKl in the huJ.- antfdii? 





WHEN “ALL THE SONS OF GOD BEGAN SHOUTING 1 * 13# 

- However, when we look at the world situation 
here on earth today, six thousand years from 
man's creation, we might ask ourselves. Was it in 
vain that at earth's creation “all the sons of God 
began shouting in applause-? Did they rejoice and 
applaud too soon, without thought of possible fail¬ 
ure of God's purpose for the earth? Not at alh 
Thousands of years after that, when the condi¬ 
tions among men on earth were already quite bad, 
God said through ids prophet Isaiah: “This is 
what Jehovah has said, the Creator of the heavens. 
He the true God, the Former of the earth and the 
Maker of it, He the One who firmly established it, 
who did not create it simplv for nothing.”—Isaiah 
45:18. 

■* ,n Consequently the heavenly angelic “sons of 
God" w*ill yet have still greater reason for “shout¬ 
ing in applause" to Jehovah God. That will be 
when his unfailing purpose toward our earth is 
gloriously realized and all the families of the earth 
are partakers of God's eternal blessing in a Para¬ 
dise earth.—Genesis 12:3. 


32. 33. (a) In view of the present world condition, would wr 
be Sttttlfied In enrieimii nj[ uuit those heavenly .■■ori.’i of God 
applauded too soon and that God's purpose for the earth faces 
possible failure? (b) What will give trtose angels yet greatt- 
tson to k Ett in u>it■ V 





CHAPTER 



Your "Soul” Is You 



OUR SOUL*—Is It really you? Does the 
Holy Bible say that it is you? In Psalm 
121:7 the true worshiper of God is given this com¬ 
forting promise: "Jehovah himself wall guard you 
against all calamity. lie will guard your soul.” 
That expression 4 ‘your soul” is used again in Prov¬ 
erbs 2:10, 11, which reads: 4 *When wisdom enters 
into your heart and knowledge Itself becomes 
pleasant to your very soul, thinking ability itself 
will keep guard over you.” The mother of the 
prophet Samuel used the same expression when 
she presented her son to the high priest Eli and 
said: "By the life of vour soul, my lord, I am the 
woman that was standing with you in this place 
to pray to Jehovah.” (1 Samuel 1:26) To his cho¬ 
sen people Jehovah God said through the prophet 
Isaiah: "Listen intently to me, and eat what is 
good, and let your soul find its exquisite delight 
in fatness itself. Incline your ear and come to me. 
Listen, and your sou] will keep alive." (Isaiah 
55:2, 3) What is being spoken to as "your soul”? 

a Besides the expression "your soul/* the Holy 
Bible contains the expressions "my soul,” "her 
soul/' "his soul/ 1 “our soul,” and "their soul.” 

1. Ir. wh«l setting (fc the eacpn-anion "your soul ' us«Mi in the 
:;i-r]pturwi in this piim^rapl* T 

Lt libit* i 


LJM 

2 Wht'T’t' Cm n \v«* t si riiluibLe exploration ol whiit the soul Is. 
land against what will this In Torino lion protect u#" 

I3t 
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Just what is meant by all those expressions, par¬ 
ticularly by that word “soul,” which is modified 
by all those personal pronouns? We, of course, 
want the Bible’s answer to the question, or what 
the Bible indicates to be the answer, because the 
inspired Bible is the truth of God the Creator. 
“Your saying is very much refined, . . - and your 
law is truth.” (Psalm 119:140-142) “Your word 
is truth.” (John 17:17) By getting the answer of 
God's Word we shall be protected from the con¬ 
fusing philosophy of this world. 

* Of course, the original Bible writers did not 
call it “soul.” The Hebrew writers, all the way 
from the prophet Moses to the prophet Zechariah, 
called it “nephesh" (s'os), and this word occurs 
750 times in the inspired Hebrew Scriptures. When 
those Hebrew Scriptures were translated into com¬ 
mon Greek in the last three centuries before our 
Common Era. thus producing what is called the 
Greek Septuagint Version, the translators used 
the Greek word pxylchc Oinjjpi) for the Hebrew 
word ncphcsh . When the Christian Greek Scrip¬ 
tures were written in the first century of our Com¬ 
mon Era, the inspired writers continued to use the 

word and this word occurs 102 times in 

the Christian Greek Scriptures. The Holy Bible, 
therefore, has much to say about what is called 
“soul/’ speaking of it, all together, 852 times. 

4 To those who do not know what the soul really 
is, it may be a surprise to learn that the first book 
of the Bible, in its account of creation, tells Us 
that there were souls {jt&phcsh ) on earth before 
naan was created. On thi> fifth day of God's work 
of earthly creation, according to Genesis 1:20-22, 
“God went on to say: ‘Let the waters swarm forth 
a swarm of living souls and let flying 

3. fti> Wh.it word was u.t;•~tl by this Inspired Hebrew writers 
to designate the soul? What word was used lix Grf!«fc? (b) In all, 
how many times dues the Bible .^peolC of tile K>u1 ? 
t. 5. Whitt souls were on the cn_ri±i before man ivns created'’ 
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creatures fly over the earth upon the face of the 
expanse of the heavens .* And God proceeded to 
create the great sea monsters and every living 
soul [ n&phexh] that moves about, which ihe 
waters swarmed forth according to their kinds, 
and every winged flying creature according to its 
kind. And God got to see that it was good. With 
Hi at God blessed them, saying: ‘Be fruitful and 
beefj me many and fill the waters in the sea basins, 
and let the flying creatures become many in the 
earth. * f * 

""In the first part of the sixth day of his cre¬ 
ation, according to Genesis 1:24, 25, “God went on 
to say: *Let the earth put forth living souls 
r nepheshj according to their kinds, domestic ani¬ 
mal and moving animal and wild beast of the earth 
according to its kind/ And it can e to be so. And 
God proceeded to make the wild beast of the earth 
according to its kind and the domestic animal ac¬ 
cording to its kind and every moving animal of 
the ground according to its kind. And God got to 
see that it was good.” 

* All through the remainder of the Bible, God 
continues to refer to these great sea monsters and 
other creatures gliding through the waters, and 
to the flying creatures that fly over the earth, and 
to wild beasts and domestic animals and the other 
animals moving over the earth as “souls.” For 

instance, to his ancient chosen people God's law 
said: “And everything in the seas and the streams 
that has no lins and scales, out of every swarming 
creature of the waters and out of every living soul 
that is in the waters, they are a loathsome thing 
for you.” “This is the law about the beast and the 
flying creature and every living soul that moves 
about in the waters and concerning every soul that 

6*8. Give esdtnipE^s from oilier parts of Chu Bible to show that, 
rljrfrt to the last boo3c, H is consistent Jxi referring to Lhc-ste 
cr< fluxes a*. F~ouLfh 
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swarms upon the earth.” (Leviticus 11:10. 46) 
Telling of the vision that he saw of the waters 
that issued from God’s temple and that flowed 
eastward and down to the Dead Sea or Sea of Salt, 
the prophet Ezekiel writes: 

r “Every living soul that swarms, in every place 
lo which the double-size torrent comes, wifi get 
life. And it must occur that there will be very 
many fish, because there is where this water will 
certainly come, and the sea water will be healed, 
and everything will be alive where the torrent 
comes.”—Ezekiel 47:9. 

K In the very last, book of the Bible we read: 
“A third of the creatures that are in the sea which 
have souls died* , . . And the second [angel J poured 
out his bowl into the sea. And it became blood as 
of a dead man, and every living soul \psykhel 
died, yes, the things in the sea.”—Revelation 8:9; 
16:3. 

■' These animal souls that God created on the 
firth creative day and in the first part of the sixth 
creative day were not souls that had already 
existed and that had transmigrated from some¬ 
where else, that is to say, had not mim’uted from 
human persons that had died. At that time there 
were no human creatures on the earth from which 
souls could transmigrate, because God had not yet 
created the first mart and woman. When the fish, 
the flying creatures, the wild beast and the swarm¬ 
ing and creeping insects died, their souls did not 
transmigrate to new bodies that were brought into 
existence. God's Word says that those animal souls 
died, ceased to exist, because those lower animals 
were souls in themselves. The Bible speaks of them 
as souls; and certainly God knows what he says 
in the Bible. 


9. tul Why If! it oertain. that Lho&e animal souls had not trarj: r - 
mfitroUMJ "from human*: that had dlctl? tb) Wim happened 
tri these t-uuls when the animals died? 
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CREATION OF THE IHTMAJT SGUI* 


10 The Bible speaks of the time when those thou¬ 
sands of forms of lower creature life on earth hail 
no man to dominate over them* Genesis 2:5, C 
tells of that time, saying: ‘‘There was no man to 
cultivate the ground. But a mist would go up from 


the earth and it watered the entire surface of the 
ground/' In the latter part of the sixth creative 
day God proceeded to make his highest earthly 
creature, man. Evidently speaking to his “master 
worker,” his “only-begotten Son," God said: “Let 
us make* man in our Image, according to our like¬ 
ness, and let them have in subjection the fish of 



the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens 
and the domestic animals 
and all the earth and 
every moving animal that 
is moving upon the 
earth.'* Then, by means 
of his “master u orker" 
who was at his sitL, 


* Because God the Creator is speaking to someone 
aside from himself, he says, not, ^Let us create/ but, 
"Let us make 1 '; thus using the Hebrew word *asdh in* 
stead of the worn bttrd. 


mi Tn whom <licj God speak wjun he saltl* "Let us innke man 
In our imajK*?" 7 
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God proceeded to create the man in his image, 
in God’s image he created him; male and female 
he created them/’-—Genesis 1:26, 27. 

51 Please, pay close attention to that language. 
It does not say that God created man in the image 
of a wild beast or of a domestic animal or of a fish. 
It says that God created man separate and dis¬ 
tinct from fish, birds and land animals and made 
man “in God’s image/’ Such a thing was not said 
in the ease of those lower forms of creature life. 
Millions of people today may worship fish, birds, 
insects, wild beasts and domestic animals as gods, 
but that does not mean that God’s image is like 
those lower creatures that have thousands of dif¬ 
ferent sorts of bodies. "At no time has anyone 
beheld God/’ {1 John 4:12) And so nobody on 
earth knows the form or shape of Gad’s body, and 
we cannot, liken the body of any creature here on 
earth to God’s glorious, heavenly, spiritual body. 

** Because man would be created "in God’s im¬ 
age,” he could be called a “son of God/' as Luke 
3:38 calls him. His body is adapted to life on curtli, 
not life in the invisible heavens. Nevertheless, man 
is **in God’s image” in that he is created with 
moral qualities like those of God, namely, love and 
justice, and he has powers and wisdom above those 
of animals, so that he can appreciate the things 
tha t God enjoys and appreciates, such as natural 
beauty and the fine arts of music, writing, reading, 
speaking, reasoning; the science of numbers, and 
such processes of the mind of which the lower 
animal creatures are not capable. For such rea¬ 
sons man was able to have in subjection the lower 
forms of creature life In the skies, the earth and 
the sea. 

,a Tn order to create man, did God take a “soul,” 
a nupftrxh or a p^ylcJie that was flitting around in 


ij, 12. In whftt ecnv&e i£ man "in God's Image' 1 ? 

13, How- tiocr the CrrsiTAe tic-scribe hi* creating of the first ittnn? 





{ -H i ‘-THINGS IN WHICH IT IS IMPOSSISlE TOR GOO TO HE ‘ 


the invisible heavens like a butterfly,* and im¬ 
prison it in a human body? Did God take a heav¬ 
enly angel, one of the heavenly “sons of God/ 1 and 
put him on a lower plane of life by transforming 
him into a man on earth ? No; but let us read what 
the Creator's own written Word says about it. In 
Genesis 2:7: “And Jehovah God proceeded to form 
the man out of dust from the ground and to blow 
into his nostrils the breath [ Hebrew ) 

of life, and the man came to be a living soul 
[nephesh].” Thus the first human soul came into 
existence. 

What was the “living soul” that there came 
into existence? It was not the “breath of life” that 
Jehovah God blew into the nostrils of the human 
body that He had formed from the dust of the 
ground. The “living soul” was the man himself. 
The Christian apostle Paul emphasizes that fact 
when he writes, in 1 Corinthians 15:45: “The first 
man Adam became a living soul [ psyche) ” Adam* 
our first human father, was a “living soul.” He 
did not have some shadowy, invisible, weightless, 
unfeelable thing inside him that could escape from 
his body when he died and that could go on exist¬ 
ing as a “living soul” in a spiritual realm that was 
just as invisible as the human soul is thought to 
be. No; not according to the creation account of 
God's Word, This first human “living soul” was 
visible to eyes on earth, lo the eyes of the lower 
animal creatures. This “living soul” was foclablc. 
sensible to the touch of those lower animal crea¬ 
tures, for they also were “souls” and this human 
“living soul” was made from tlie same earth that 

* In ancient Greek the word psytchd J means, 

not only “soul/' but also "butterfly'* or “moth.” 


11. (a) Exactly vs ii,n % wan <h,*ic “living soul." an<i how 
the Bible ilxelf utilkri that clear? Was thru human 

*'living soul" visible lo the cyeti uf earthly creatures? Was Jt 
foots bi t* ? 
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they were* In fact, man was told to cat the produce 
of the earth to keep himself alive. 

111 As 1 Corinthians 15:47-49 goes on to say: 
“The first man is out of the earth and made of 
dust; . . * As the one made of dust is, so those made 
of dust are also; . . . we have borne the image of 
the one made of dust*” For this reason you also 
who bear the image of ihe fu’sl human “living 
soul” are vourself a “soul/' 

mF 

141 In the light of the Bible’s leaching, it is plain 
that much confusion has existed in people’s minds 
regarding what the human soul is. This fact was 
called attention to at the time that, a new transla¬ 
tion of the first five books of the Bible was pub¬ 
lished, under the title “The Torah - The Five 
Books of Moses” and with a Preface dated Septem¬ 
ber 28, 1962. In an interview with a New York 
Tim-cs reporter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the 
editor in chief Dr. Harry M. Or!insky discussed the 
new translation and said that the word “soul” had 
virtually been eliminated. He said; “The Hebrew 
word in question here is 'nefesh.* . . . The Bible 
does not say wo have a soul. .Nefesh r is the person 
himself, his need for food, the very blood in his 
veins, his bod 3 r .” (New York Time#, as of Octo¬ 
ber 12, 1962) Accordingly, this new translation of 
the Hebrew Torah (“Law”) translates Genesis 2:7 
to read: “The Lord God formed man from the 
dust of the earth, and He blew into his nostrils the 

breath of life, and man became a living being.” 

ir Other modern Bible translations (the Revised 
Standard Version, An American Translation, 
Dr. James Moffatt’s translation, and so forth) say 
■‘living being” instead of “living soul” in Genesis 
2:7, All this goes to show that the “living soul” is 

13. What ax* 1 till of u.t- who bear the lauiite of the brst hu¬ 
man r.Ulil ? 

17. fit) What tlicl Uip editor hi chU'-f of a nrw tntn^intinn 
of the first five books of the Bible say as to the moanfcnj? of "soui" T 
<b> So what fixpresMlon does that trntvftJjittnm, ns welt ai some 
others, use 1 tasted if of ‘“living &our' 7 
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not something implanted invisibly inside the hu¬ 
man body but is the human person himself. Con¬ 
sequently, when God's Word uses the expression 
“your soul/' it means you yourself, your very 
being, your life as a human soul 

11 So, according to An A?tu?ric*;m Translation, 
when Hannah presented her son Samuel to the 
high priest Eli, she said: “O sir I as surely as you 
| not, your soul j live, sir, I am the woman/* and 
so forth. (1 Samuel 1:26; also Moffatt's; Revised 
Standard Version ) And Proverbs 2:10 says: 
“Knowledge becomes a pleasure to you [not, to 
your soul ] ( AT - Mo; £ar) And Isaiah 55:3 says: 

“Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, that 
you [not, your soul J may live.” {AT; Mo > And 
Psalm 121:7 says: “The Lord will guard your life 
[not, your soul].” {AT; Mo; RS}~ The reader can 
look up other scriptures in the Hebrew Scriptures 
and see how modern translators render the word 

nephesh. 

10 If the reader wiU look up a modem Hefarew- 
English Lexicon, for example, L^ricon on the Old 
Testament Books T by L. Koehler and W. Baum¬ 
gartner, he wiJ3 find that: 

w “My nephesfo” means “I” (Genesis 27:4, 25; 
Isaiah 1:14); “your [singular] n&phesh” means 
“thou** or “you” (Genesis 27:19, 31; Isaiah 43:4; 
51:23) ; “his nephesh^ means “he, himself” (Num¬ 
bers 30:2; Isaiah 53:10); “her nephesh ” means 
“she, herself” (Numbers 30:5-12); ‘‘our nephesh** 
means “we, ourself” (Psalm 124:7); “your [plural] 
nephesh" means “you” (Leviticus 26:15) ; “their 
nephesh” means “they, themselves** (Isaiah 46:2; 
47:14); “every n&phe&h" means “every man ” 

* See the quotation of the same Bible verses on page 
134, paragraph 1, and then make comparisons with the 
above quotations. 

IS. How do some of these modern translations, by their ren¬ 
dering, Show liuj ning or the exp-rc* rtl on “your 50111""' 

13, 2U. When used aIoilk with various modilying words, wfmt 
does n£ph*rsfo rneftii, as illustrated la a Ufbtvw-Knglh,h Uex'euri? 
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(Exodus 12:16); "every ncphcsh which” means 
“whosoever ” (Leviticus 7:27; 17:15; 23:29); "the 
n&phesh which” means **who T the man who” (Le¬ 
viticus 7:20, 27; Numbers 15:30), Also* nephesh 
means “life” (282 times) ; “nephe&h of the man” 
means "the life of man” (Genesis 9:5) ; and “upon 
(or, for) your n&phesh" means “your life is at 
stake” (Genesis 19:17). And as to n&jrfwsfa In Gen¬ 
esis 9:4* 5; Leviticus 17:11, it says: “the soul 
(sliictly distinct from the Greek notion of soul) 
the seat of which is in the blood,” Regarding 
n&ph&sh in Genesis 1:20 it says; “the breathing 
substance, making man and animals living be¬ 
ings.”* 

How, then, did the human soul come into 
existence? By God's creating the huma n body from 
the dust of the ground and combining with it “the 
breath of life.” Tins means that the human soul 
is maintained by breathing the needed air through 
the nostrils. It does not mean that the human 
creature, man, is maintained alive by having in¬ 
side himself an invisible, spiritual, intelligent some¬ 
thing called "soul” that can separate from the 
body at death and that can continue its intelligent, 
conscious existence in an invisible, spiritual realm, 
either with angels or with demons. 

IS OT R SOUX- DEATHLESS, IMPERISHABLE? 

13 The reasonable question now comes up, If the 
human soul Is brought into existence by God’s 
combining the human body made from all the 
elements of the earth with the “breath of life,” 
what happens when that breath of life is separated 

* See Volume 2 of the above-named Lexicon, of the 
1953 edition, page G27, under the heading Ncphcsh 
(C'QJ). 


21. How dLtl the liuman souJ come Lrto existence, n xl liow 
:s It kept alive? 

22. What happens to the soul when the breath of life b separated 
ft nm tiie hmn&D body ? 
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from the human body? The Creator’s written 
Word answers that question also. Tt says that the 
human sou! lies, ceases to exist. Where does it 
say so? 

* a In Leviticus 23:30 God says: “As for any soul 
that will do any sort of work on this very day, I 
must destroy that soul from among his people. 7 ' 
In Numbers 23:10 the prophet Balaam, under in¬ 
spiration of God's spirit* says: “Let my soul die 
the death of the upright ones.” In Numbers 31:19 
God says lo Israelite soldiers: “Everyone who has 
killed a soul and everyone who has touched some¬ 
one slain, you should purify yourselves.” Concern¬ 
ing the conquerors of the Promised Land we read: 
“They devoted every soul that was In It to de¬ 
struction.” (Joshua 10:35* also 37, 39) When pull¬ 
ing down the temple of Dagon upon the Philistine 
worshipers, Judge Samson said: “Let my soul die 
with the Philistines. 1 ' (Judges 16:30) Concerning 
the prophet Elijah, when in flight from the pc-r- 
si^cutor Queen Jezebel, we read: “He began to ask 
that his soul might die and to say: l lt is enough! 
Now, O Jehovah, lake my soul away, for I am no 
belter than my forefathers.’ " — 1 Kings 19:4. 

According to those Bible statemenls and over 
sixty others that could be quoted from the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the human soul must not be deathless 
or dcathproof. It must be mortal. Further to that 
effect, God the Creator says against the false 
prophetesses: “Will you profane me toward my 
people ... in order to put to death the souls that 
ought not to die and in order to preserve alive the 
souls that ought not to live by your lie to my peo¬ 
ple, the hearers of a lie?” (Ezekiel 13:19) To the 
sinf ul people God said: “As the soul of the father 
so likewise the soul of the son—to me they belong. 

ran Soiy c?..-- : •- Hchrow Scriptn-r: “.a.ke r f, i:n that 
Lh<? humr»n semi dies? <b) la there any support at all in the 
Inspired Hebrew Script urea tax bcilct In Immortal! ty of tuiimoi 
jivuls or human souls? 
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The soul that is sinning—it itself will die/* (Eze¬ 
kiel 18:4, also 20) In harmony with that basic 
truth, there is not one verse in all the thirty-nine 
books of the inspired Hebrew Scriptures that says 
that the animal soul or the human soul ( n&pheshy 
is Immortal, deathless, indestructible, imperishable. 

23 The twenty-seven books of the inspired Chris¬ 
tian Greek Scriptures are perfectly in agreement 
with the Hebrew Scriptures that the human soul 
is mortal, able to be wiped out of existence. 

In order to support the pagan Babylonian 
teaching and the pagan Greek teaching that the 
human soul is immortal and does not die with the 
death of the human body, some clergymen of 
Christendom quote the words: “Fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul/' They stop short of quoting all of Jesus’ 
words, for the verse (Matthew 10:28, 410 goes 
on to say: '“But rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell f Ge~ 

henna ]/* So it Is not impossible for Almighty God 
to destroy the human soul, put it out of existence. 

- 7 Some hours before he was put to death by his 
enemies, Jesus Christ said to his apostles: “My 
soul Ipsykhij is deeply grieved, even to death/* 
(Matthew 28:38) Referring to Jesus Christ as the 
promised Prophet from Jehovah God, the apostle 
Peter said: “Any soul that does not listen to that 
Prophet wiD be completely destroyed from among 
the people.** (Acts 3:23) Jesus* half brother, the 
disciple James, said: “He who turns a sinner back 
from the error of his way will save his soul from 
death/’—James 5:20. 

-■ The Greek word for “immortality/* athanasktj 

2}>37. ttO Are the Christian Greek Scriptures In afTt-e- 

ment that the soul Is mortal? U>> What scriptures makt 

Lhb d ear Y 

2H. (a) Haw many times does tne Greek word tor Immortality 
occur in Utf Cttrlftnn Greek Scriptures., and is it ever applied 
to human souls on earth(h> In hU first letter 10 Timothy, 
whom did the ajKrstlc Paul mention u having imniorUvlityf 
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occurs only three times in ihe Christian Greek 
Script ures, but the word is never applied to human 
souls on earth. Back in the first century the apos¬ 
tle Paul wrote to Timothy about the 4 'manifesta¬ 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ" and said: "This 
manifestation the happy and only Potentate will 
show in its own appointed times, he the King of 
those who rule as kings and Lord of those who 
rule as lords, the one alone having immortality, 
who dwells In unapproachable light, whom not 
one of men has seen or can see/’—1 Timothy 
6:14-16. 

The faithful illowers of Jesus Christ gain im¬ 
mortality with him in the heavens by way of the 
resurrection of the dead, about which the apostle 
Paul says this to his fellow disciples: "We shall be 
changed. For this which is corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this which is mortal must put 
on immortality. But when this which is corruptible 
puts on incorruption and this which Is mortal puts 
on immortality, then the saying will take place 
that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up forever/ ” 
(1 Corinthians 15:52-54) Iinmortality and incor¬ 
rupt! on are things that the human soul does not 
possess. They have to be gained by suffering a 
sacrificial death with Jesus Christ and sharing in 
his resurrection. 

** God will reward these faithful seekers for 
heavenly incorruptibility, according to what we 
read in Romans 2; 6, 7: "He will render to each 
one according to his works: everlasting life to 
those who are seeking glory and honor and mcor- 
ruptiblencss by endurance in work that is good." 
Such a heavenly reward was made possible by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, as the apostle Peter 
points out to his fellow disciples, saying: "Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


Who fni'- this Marlh sain feUtmflS'Ui]ky. and howl 
30. 3L Who Is lite One who glVM lh«* toward uT heavt-nly im-iii- 
ruptiWUty. slid has It alwayx hewn available to men? 
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for according to bis great mercy he gave us a now 
birth to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an incorruptible 
and unde£iled and unfading inheritance. It is re¬ 
served in the heavens for you*” (1 Peter 1:3* 4) 
Before the resurrection of Jesus Christ the pos¬ 
sibility of gaining the prize of such heavenly in¬ 
corruptibility and immortality did not exist. Paul 
gives God the credit: for this, saying: 

Si “He saved us and called us with a holy calling, 
not by reason of our works, but by reason of his 
own purpose and undeserved kindness. This was 
given us in connection with Christ Jesus before 
times long lasting, but now it has been made clear¬ 
ly evident through the manifestation of our Sav¬ 
ior, Christ Jesus, who has abolished death but 

has shed light, upon l:fe and in corrupt ion through 

the good news.”—2 Timothy 1:9, 10* 

NOT DYIXG HOPEL3C8& LIKE ANIMA I & 

Since the human soul does not have immor¬ 
tality and incorrupt!on but dies with the body, 
some religionist might ask in indignation. Does 
this mean that we humans die like animals? Noth¬ 
ing could answer that question better than God's 
own inspired Word. In Ecclesiastes 3:19-21 it says: 
“There is an eventuality as respects the sons of 
mankind and an eventuality as respects the beast, 
and they have the same eventuality. As the one 
dies, so the other dies; and they all have but one 
spirit, so that there is no superiority of the man 
over the beast, for everything is vanity. All are 
going to one place. They have all come to be from 
the dust, and they arc all returning to the dust. 
Who Is there knowing the spirit of the sons of 
mankind, whether it is ascending upward* and the 
spirit of the beast, whether it is descending down¬ 
ward to the earth?” 

32. What docs Cod's Word Kay about the dentil of i he souk of 
mankind in coin parts oxi with, tho heath of beasts T 
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m Those were not the words of a. materialist or 
of an atheist. The inspired writer of those words 
closes the booit of Ecclesiastes sayin.tr: “Fear the 
true God and keep his commandments. For this is 
the whole obligation of man. For the true Gfed him¬ 
self will bring every sort of work into the judg¬ 
ment. in relation to every hidden rhing, as lo 
whether it is good or bad.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 
14) In that same closing chapter the same writer 
advises young persons to remember and serve God 
during their youth. beefHisc old age brings its 
bodily difficulties, and shortly death stops all hu¬ 
man activities: ,4 Then the dust returns to the 
earth just as it happened to be and the spirit itself 
returns to the true God who gave it.”—Eccle¬ 
siastes 12:1-7. 

3 * In die above verses quoted from the book of 
Ecclesiastes the Hebrew word for * "spirit” is, not 
nephesh (meaning “soul”), but rtlalth. The Holy 
Gible makes a difference between “soul” and 
“spirit.” In Hebrews 4:12 we read: “The word of 
God Is alive and exerts power and is shai*per than 
any two-edged sword and pierces even to the divid¬ 
ing of soul [psyfcft#] and spirit {pneCima}” The 
human soul is the individual himself, the living 
human creature, visible and touchable. The spirit 
is something invisible and yet active, an active 
force like the wind. In man's case it is the invisible 
active force that moves the visible, earthly human 
soul. 

; fi Such spirit or active force from God moves 
also the lower earthly creatures, the lower animal 
souls. One spirit or unseen active force operates 
in both man and lower animals. At death the 
bodies of lower animal souls and of human souls 
go back to the dust of the ground. In these re- 

33. Sow does the closing chapter of the book of 
dc^arTJ tK» What hADpcm Jit (Vvtth? 

31. Ik tin.* "spirit the s"ime its the "soul"? 

35. In what respect* «rv nun and animals alike, liui In what 
wav is man's position mo ft? favourable? 
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spocts man and the animals in subject ion to him 
are alike. However, God has provided a future for 
man. 

3 *At death the human soul does not return to 
God, for it was never \vitil GrodL The human soul 
is the man himself, and man was never in heaven 
with God. Where man returns at death is to the 
dust from which his body was made; his nostrils 
stop breathing the “breath \n e shamdh\ of life.” 
Ecclesiastes 12:7 says that It is the “spirit 1 ' that 
returns to God who gave it. The Hebrew word 
rti-ahh used in this verse is never translated 
“souL”* Not the soul, but the spirit or active force 
returns to God, who is the great Source of the 
spirit, the Source of all life. Psalm 36:9. 

BZ In Ecclesiastes 8:8, wise King Solomon wrote: 
“There is no man having power over the spirit to 
restrain the spirit; neither is there any power of 
control in the day of death.” In the day of death 
the dying person cannot restrain the spirit or force 
of life and keep it from returning to God the Giver 
and Source, so as to live longer. Even physicians 
cannot help him. Dying humans cannot control the 
day of death or prevent it from ever reaching 
them. They cannot be discharged from the war 
that the enemy Death wages against all mankind 
without exception. Sinful man cannot gel some 
other sinful man to substitute for him in death 
and thus enjoy a furlough from Death. Even Pha¬ 
raohs of Egypt and' Emperor® of Rome who 
claimed to be gods could forge no weapon to beat 
ofT death and gain victory over it. They could not 

* In the popular King James (Authorized ■ Version 
Bible the Hebrew worn ritaftA Is translated as ““air, 
anger, blast, breath, cool, courage, mind, quarters, side, 
spirit, spiritual, tempest, vain, whirlwind, wind, windy/* 
but never as **souL” 


35. Whnt Is U that return# to "God wbca one dies? 

rrr. Does man Juve the power to proven* death by holdng back 

the spirit from returning to <LTOd? 
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hold back the spir it from returning to the great. 
Life-giver and leaving them lifeless. 

^ Psalm 104 is addressed to Jehovah and shows 
our dependence on Him, saying: M You open your 
hand—they get satisfied with good things. If you 
conceal your face, they get disturbed. If you take 
away their spirit [ ruahh 1, they expire, and back 
to the! r dust they go. If you send forth your spirit, 
they are created; and you make the face of the 
ground new. The glory of Jehovah will prove to be 
to time indefinite/ 3 ’—Psalm 104 : 28 - 31 . 

So, then, under present circumstances you as 
a mortal human soul are facing death. Your only 
hope for a future after that depends, not on any 
imagined immortality of your soul, but on God's 
provisions to “create” you anew, for your ‘'soul” 
is you! 


SK. SS. As painted out In P^ nlm 104. Upon wh;it <iowr hope 

far ji Tui ure after den th depend 
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6 

How the Demons 

Came into Existence 


I IK inspired prophets of the Holy Bible 
did not laugh tit such a thing as the 
existence of demons or devils. They were very 
familiar with the evidence that demons existed t 
and they condemned the practice of demonism and 
warned all worshipers of the living and true God 
against it. The prophet Moses gave a farewell 
speech to his people before his death and said 
concerning their unfaithful forefather’s: “They 
went sacrificing to demons [evil spirits 1, not to 
God, gods whom they had not known, new ones 
who recently came in, with whom your forefathers 
were not aequai nled.'' 1 1 >eiitemnomy 32:17, jVW; 
jLc) Because the conquerors of the Promised Land 
did not kill ofF the demon-worshiping occupants of 
the land. Psalm 106:34-38 tells us what happened: 

a “They did not annihilate the peoples, as Jeho¬ 
vah liad said to M em, And they went mingling 
with the nations and took up learning their works. 
And they kept serving their idols, and these came 
to be a snare to them. And they would sacrifice 
their sons and their daughters to demons [evil 
spirits!. So they kept spilling Innocent blood, the 

]. 2. fa) Doea the Bible tea oh iuch n. thine »i» the 1 xistonn* 
<■■>? rlomurttf or devils? ib) To wham da this Scriptures show 
that persar- ,T nnfallhrul to Jvhovuh Cod offered sacrifice? 
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blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they 
sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land 
came to be polluted with bloodshed/’— NW; L>e, 

* Centuries afterward the Christian apostle Paul 
wrote to the fellow believers in Corinth, a Grecian 
city where demon!sin was then being practiced: 
“What, then, am I to say? That what is sacrificed 
to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 
JMo; but I say that the things which the nations 
sacrifice they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; 
and I do not want you to become sharers with 
the demons. You cannot be drinking the cup of 
Jehovah and the cup of demons; you cannot be 
partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah* and the table 
of demons.”—1 Corinthians 10:19-21. 

* The practice of demonism cannot be denied. 
Human history records the practice of it by the 
nations. There was some basis for it. The questions 
are therefore not baseless and are not posed merely 
for philosophical discussion, but are realistic: 
When did the demons come into existence? IIow 
did they come into existence? 

’■ One thing is certain and is no lie: Jehovah God 
did not create the demons. It being Impossible for 
him to lie, he would not create liars. He would not 

create intelligent creatures with whom he could 
not associate. lie would not create spirit creatures 
in opposition to him and whom he would cast out 
Of his heaven3y organization. When the greatest of 
Jehovah's prophets, Jesus Christ, was on eaiih 
nineteen centuries ago, he east out more than a 
legion of demons. By whose power? Jesus answered 
when he said lo those who criticized his expelling 
of the demons from people: “If it is by means of 
God's finger I expel ihe demons, the kingdom of 

3. The Christian apostle Paul points out that tin* people or 
the natioits are In reality su:rtffclrlK to whom^ 

4. Whal two qunruont concern irup l be demons are posed for 
serious consideration, and why? 

D, 6. Did JeLi avail God create the demons, tint I why do yi>u so 
answer? 




HO W THE DEMONS CAME INTO EX ESI ENCE 


God has really overtaken you." (Luke 11:20) 
Those demons who oppose God's kingdom are sin¬ 
ful and imperfect. God, for his part, directs his 
activity toward what is righteous and perfect. To 
free God of any accusation of creating Imperfect 
things, Moses said: 

c T shall declare the name of Jehovah. Do you 
attribute greatness to our God! The Rock, perfect 
is his activity, for all his ways are justice. A God 
of faithfulness, with whom there is no injustice; 
righteous and upright is he. They have acted ruin¬ 
ously on their own part; they are not his children, 
the defect is their own. A generation crooked and 
twisted !”—-Deuteronomy 32:3-5. 

7 So, too, the ruinous acting on the part of the 
demons is of their oivn accord: iheir defectiveness 
is of their own making. They have taken them¬ 
selves out ol the family of God’s children. But how 
did tilts occur, and when? Why have the demons 
come to be associated so closely with mankind, 
continually besieging mankind? To learn the true 
Bible answers, we have to go back to the beginning 
nr man's history. Logically we go back to the first 
book of the Holy Bible. 

* In the latter part of the sixth creative day, the 
same day on which the land animals were created, 
the Creator of heaven and earth made the first 
man. He was perfect; he was righteous. That is 
why he could be called "'the son of God,” as the 
physician Luke calls him when tracing the lineage 
of Jesus Christ back to the first man Adam. (Luke 
3:38) That is why, also, God his Creator could 
have association with him; and to this end God 
equipped Adam with the powers of speech and 
gifted him with a language immediately that 

7 . To the Bible's record of what period of lime do we turn for 
reliable answers to our questions eorit'ernlnk the origin and 
activities of tlie demons? 

S. Of what quality was God's work lrt Treating 1 the first man, 
and so whut does the physic Tan I.uko lay that that man was? 
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Adam “came to be a living soul,” (Genesis 2:7) 
What now? 

u The first man was created in the “garden of 
E<len ,f in what is now southwest Asia, in the neigh¬ 
borhood of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The 
name Eden mear* “Pleasure,” evidently to indi¬ 
cate that the region was one pleasant for man. 
The creation account says: “Jehovah God planted 
a garden in Eden, toward the east, and there he 
put the mart whom he had formed. Thus Jehovah 
God made to grow out of the ground every tree 
desirable to one’? sirrht and good, for food and also 
the tree of life in the middle of ihe garden and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and bad/ 1 What 
was the man to do In this garden, and what was 
he not to do? God told him, and the man was able 
to understand God’s speech. “And Jehovah God 
proceeded to take the man and settle him in the 
garden of Eden to cultivate it and to take care of 
it. And Jehovah God also laid tills command upon 
the man: 'From every tree of the garden you may 
eat Lo satisfaction. But as for the tree of the knowl¬ 



edge of good and bad you must not 

eat from it, for 
in the day you 
eat from ft you 
will positively 
die/ ” (Genesis 
2:8, 9, 15-17) 
God did not de¬ 
sire bis son to 

die. 

14 God made Adam ac- 
- quainter! with the ani¬ 
mals and flying crea¬ 
tures in the garden of 


9 . In what surround Ini's did Odd place the first man, and what 
etumuLtnd did he him? 

lih ta) What wm to be AdanV.s |«?jelUon in relation to all the 
juilmi J .? (b> Did Adam Cii'.J any of Jits uwn kind amoiiE the 
animals? 
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Eden, for Adam was to have? all of them tn sub¬ 
jection, as tie was created above their kinds. So 
God “began bringing them to the man to see what 
he would call each one; and whatever the man 
would call it, each living soul [ n^plhosh J f that was 
its name,” But after Adam met and named them 
aH, yet “for man there was found no helper as a 
complement of him.” (Genesis 2: 19, 20) Man was 
superior in kind; he was alone in his kind on earth. 
He found no one else like him in the garden of 
Eden. Of course, Adam could have no association 
higher and more delightful than association with 
liis Creator, his heavenly Father. 

: God, though, was not satisfied to have one 
human son on earth; he was not satisfied to have 
his earthly family consist of just one son, one 
mam He purposed to have the entire earth filled 
with his human sons or children. In view of this, 
God saw the need for Adam to have a wife, with 
whom he could have a companionship higher than 
that with the lower animals. At the same time his 
wife could become a mother to his children, bona 
in perfection, and at. last all the earth would be 
filled with them. God himself said: “It Is not good 
for the man to continue by himself. I am going to 
make a helper for him, as a complement of him/’ 
—Genesis 2:18. 

13 Some time still remained on God’s sixth ere- 
aiive day for him to work at another earthly 
creation, a helper for Adam. “Hence Jehovah God 
had a deep sleep fall upon the man and, while he 
was sleeping, he took one of his ribs and then 
closed up the flesh over its place. And Jehovah God 
proceeded to build the rib that he had taken from 
the man into a woman and to bring her to the 
man. Then the man said: ‘This is at last bone of 


11 . Why ditl f!ori provide Adam with a wife? 

VJ, How did the first woman eonte loto oxistenco '{ 




‘THINGS IN WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIS16 FOR GOO TO HE' 


my bones and flesh of my flesh* 

This one will fc; 

Woman, because 
from man this 
one was taken.* ** 

(Genesis 2:21*23 ) 

Thus God mar¬ 
ried the man and 
woman* 

5 ' G o d gave 
them a marriage- 
day talk and 
blessed their un¬ 
ion. Regarding 
this. Genesis 1: 

27-30 says: “God 
proceeded to create the man in his image, in 
God’s image he created him; male and female 
he created therm Further, God blessed them 
and God said to them: 'Be fruitful and become 
many and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
in subjection the Osh of the sea and the dying 
creatures of the heavens and every living creature 
that is moving upon the earth/ And God went on 
to say: "Here I have given to you all vegetation 
bearing seed which Is on the surface of the whole 
earth and every tree on which there is the fruit 
of a tree bearing seed- To you let it serve as food. 
And to every wild boast of the earth and to every 
flying creature of the heavens and to everything 
moving upon the earth in which there is life as a 
soul [vt&phesh\ I have given all green vegetation 
for food.* ” On this wedding day God did not go 
into details about all the trees, bringing up the 
subject of death for eating the forbidden fruit of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and bad. Later 
Adam told his wife about this. 



13. What did Ond trll this first human rouple cm their wedding 
day, and wh*t information did Adam pus on 10 his wife JeUcp? 
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THE FIRST DEMON APPEARS—IN EDEN 

“ At tills time Adam the first man was not the 
only son of God in existence. There were countless 
other “sons of God” in existence at that time, but 
these were invisible to Adam and Eve and were 
in the invisible heavens, the realm of spirit per¬ 
sons. They were the “sons of God” whom Jehovah 
later mentioned to the faithful man Job and who 
"began shouting in applause” when God laid, as it 
were* the cornerstone of the earth at its creation. 
(Job 38:7] Doubtless they shouted for joy also 
when God created the first human inhabitants of 
this earth, the finest things on earth. These heav¬ 
enly “sons of God” were no doubt keenly interested 
in their earl hly brother and sister, and said Amen 
to God’s blessing. 

For Adam and Eve there was no temptation to 
loose moral conduct or sexual un cleanness. Genesis 
2:25 plainly tells vis that “both of them continued 
to be naked, the man and his wife, and yet they 
did not become ashamed.” They were pure in 
heart. And yet, strangely, temptation invaded that 
garden in Eden. From what direction did It come 
and how? In Genesis 3:1-5 God's Word says: 

1>; “Now the serpent proved to be the most cau¬ 
tious of all the wild beasts of the field that Jeho¬ 
vah God had made. So it began to say to the wom¬ 
an: Ts it really so that God said you must not eat 
from every tree of the garden V At tills the woman 
said to the serpent: ‘Of the fruit of the frees of the 
garden we may eat. But as for eating of the fmil 
of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
God has said, “You must not eat from it, no, you 
must not touch It that you do not die.” ’ At this 

l-i, Wttrt* uiCTt other ,J sons of God” in existence at this time? 
15. 30, Ax ox plained In Uie Bible, how did temptation invade the 
garden of EcIl-h? 
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the serpent said to the woman: 

4 You positively will not die. Por 
God knows that in the very day 
of your eating from it your 
eyes are bound to 
be opened and 
you are hound to 
be like God, 
knowing good and 
bad. 1 ” 


encour¬ 
agement was pre¬ 
sented to the 
woman 1 o d o 
what God had 
said not to do, in 
other words, to 
sin, to miss the 
mark of per¬ 
fect obedience 
to God. What 
the serpent said i 
of its own accord? 
no serpent has the brains of a 
stand God's command to Adam 
was created and married to him, 
not have the speech organs of a 
of itself to converse with man 


did 


it think up and say 


We know 

man to under- 
before his wife 

A serpent does 
mail to be able 
in man's own 


language—no more so them a female ass can talk 
to man in man's language. And yet, long after the 
days of Adam, a female ass actually did talk to 
the prophet Balaam to warn him that danger was 
standing in the prophet's path. (Numbers 22:22- 
33) As the Christian apostle Peter said, fifteen 
centuries later, **a voiceless beast of burden, mak¬ 
ing utterance with the voice of a man, hindered 
the prophet's mad course/' (2 Peter 2:15, 16) 


17. (n) What was the woman aotiuilv helnjer encouraged by ihi* 
serpent to do? (b) Did. the literal serpent speak to Eve ol 
Its own accord? 
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That miracle occurred from Almighty God. If, 
now, an ass could be made to talk man's language, 
a serpent could be made to do so. 

lfl Who, then, caused the serpent to talk to Eve? 
It was not God, because he does not lie or contra¬ 
dict himself, whereas what the serpent said was 
the opposite of what God said, and it said that 
God was lying for selfish reasons. It must have 
been some superhuman invisible intelligent crea¬ 
ture that made the serpent talk. It must have been 
one of those '‘sons of God” who had shouted in 
applause at God's creation of the earth. This an¬ 
gelic son had now turned traitor to his own heav¬ 
enly Father. Not only did he himself rebel against 
God his Father but: he also began teaching others 
to rebel against God. He thus made himself a re¬ 
sistor or adversary of God, and the Hebrew word 
for “resister*' or “adversary" is satdn, which He¬ 
brew word is sometimes translated as “Satan." 
(Numbers 22:22, 32; X Samuel 29:4; Job 1:6-9} 
In this way, by rebelling and making himself a 
register or adversary of Jehovah God, this son of 
God made himself Satan. Because of developing a 
greed for power over mankind, this rebellious son 
of God actually took steps to turn mankind away 
from obedience to God and to line mankind up on 
his side as rebels against Jehovah God. 

J0 There was nothing impure, immoral or wicked 
on the earth to tempt this perfect son of God to 
sin. However, an opportunity did offer itself for 
this spirit son of God to enlarge his power over 
earthly children of God at the expense of their 
heavenly Father. Such enlargement of personal 
power could be gained only at the expense of the 
great Sovereign of the heavens and the earth. 

18. ( a ) Wfia wu* U ’ -nt caused the to talk to Ev<\ 

and why do you give Uiut answer? fb) So when and how did 
Satan on in r- into existence 7 

19, 20. Mow Wits It possible for this perfect spirit son of God 
to he enticed into a course of rebellion against his heavenly 

■ ..tbf 1 ‘? 
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20 This son of God did not dismiss such a thought 
when once it had presented itself to him. Instead, 
he let himself go to thinking about Lhe desirability 
of such a thing. Here he let himself be tempted 
and he could never say that God tempted him. It 
is just ns James 1: 13-15 states: “When under trials 
let no one say: T am being tried by God' No; for 
with evil things God cannot be tried nor does he 
himself try anyone. But each one is tried by being 
drawn out and enticed by his own desire. Then the 
desire, when it has become fertile, gives birth to 
sin; in turn, sin, when it has been accomplished, 
brings forth death/* So this perfect heavenly son 
of God let himself be enticed by his own newly 
aroused desire and committed the sin of rebellion 
against his heavenly Father, 

“ Thus this spirit son of God became a self-made 
Satan or Adversary of the Sovereign of heaven 
and earth. Himself invisible to the woman Eve, he 
used the visible serpent in the garden of Eden. 
The Christian apostle Paul does not call all this 
i myth but says: “The serpent seduced Eve by its 
cunning/* (2 Corinthians 11:3) By use of the ser¬ 
pent the power-greedy son of God presented a de- 
cejrlian to Eve to tempt her into disobeying God's 
known Law. He presented himself to Eve as an en¬ 
lightener of her mind. 

" It was as the apostle Paul goes on to say : “Sa¬ 
tan himself keeps transforming himself into an 
angel of light." (2 Corinthians 11:14) The spirit 
son of God, now Satan, used a lie to deceive Eve. 
He called God a liar but he made himself a liar. He 
lied in saying that for her and her husband Adam 
to eat the forbidden fruit of the tree of the knowl¬ 
edge of good and bad would result, not in then- 
death, but in their becoming “like God,** with the 

Cl. How d.oes the Christian apostle Paul view Ju’cOunL 

conn-m!i>sj ovrsti in Bdcn? 

Z2. Though posing as an enlightener of Eva, to wkut did Sutun 
resort In order to liiMfticI hur? 
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ability to determine Tor themselves what is good 
and what is bad. 

- :i This Is the first lie on record, and the speaker 
of It made himself therefore the father or origi¬ 
nator of lying. Who that father of lying is was 
made known by no one else than the faithful Son 
of God, Jesus Christ, when he said to those who 
desired io slay him: "You are from your father 
ilie Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your 
father. That one was n manslayer when he began, 
and he did not stand fast in the truth, because 
truth Is not in him When he speaks the lie, he 
-peaks according to his own disposition, because 
he is a liar and the father of the &e* w (John 8:44) 
So it was the first devil that became the “father of 
the lie/' 

1 The name “DevIT* is drawn from the Greek 
word dklbdlos and means “false accuser, mis repre¬ 
sen ter, slanderer.'* (1 Timothy 3:11; Titus 2:3) By 
I his He against God the rebellious son of God made 
himself a devil or false accuser, misrepresenter or 
slanderer of God. In this way he became the one 
whom the Holy Bible calls Satan the Devil. 
—Revelation 12:9; 20:2. 

The fact that a heavenly, spirit son of God 
became Satan the Devil Is no bad reflection upon 
the perfection of God’s work. Satan the Devil was 
not of God’s making, but he was whal lie a.- the 
enticed son of God made himself. Almighty God 
could read his heart, but his try at tempting the 
woman Eve by deception brought his iniquity or 
unrighteousness out into the open. He departed 
from the way of perfection. It could be said to him 

23 . Whom dotit Jmu» Christ Identify ns the speaker of that 
first HcT 

•j'i. What docs the name •'Devil’” rn-.i n. tint) -.vh> doo* it apply 
to i hat rptolUmis aojk of God ? 

23. Why is the hit-r. ihat a spirit son of God became Satan Uie 
r KTrtl no htirl n.’fifrtiim on f 1 nri’r v<irk ‘ 
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then* just as it was long afterward said to the king 
of the city of Tyre: “You were faultless in your 
ways from the day of your being created until un¬ 
righteousness was found in you.”—Ezekiel 28:15, 

Because he used the earthly serpent in start¬ 
ing off his work of seducing and deceiving human¬ 
kind, Satan the Devil came to be symbolized by 
the serpent. Indeed, the last book of the Bible calls 
him “that old serpent,” or, “the original serpent.” 
(Revelation 12:9; 20:2, AF/ IVW) Hence, when 
God brought his rebellious son to account and J 5 t'o- 
nounced a condemnatory judgment upon him, God 
used the serpent as a symbol of Satan the Devil. 
Only on the surface appearance of things did God 
speak to the serpent, for God knew that the literal 
serpent in Eden could not understand what he said 
and it would no' dve long, only a serpent's normal 
life at most. 

**This is how the situation is to be understood 
when we read Genesis 3 :14,15: “And Jehovah God 
proceeded to say to the serpent: ‘Because you 
have done this tiling, you are the cursed one out 
of all the domestic animals and out of all the wild 
beasts of the field. Upon your belly you will go 
and dust is what you will eat all the days of your 
life. And I shall put enmity between you and the 
woman and between your seed and her seed. He 
will bruise you in the head and you will bruise him 
in the heel/ ” 

As the Bible history proves, that literal ser¬ 
pent in Eden did not live long enough to see the 
promised “seed" of the woman bom on earth and 
then to be bruised in the head by that “seed.” 
However, the symbolic serpent, “the original ser¬ 
pent/’ Satan rhe Devil, did live long enough to 
bruise the Seed of the woman “in the heel,” and 

26. 27. Who come to be symbolized by the serpent, ;unl ;i> to 
whom (UfV God words recorded in Genesis 3:14, 15 addressed? 
2> By tkid’-s w orris in the serpent, wimi nuUeo was served. <-tt 
Si^tan the DcvB? 
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he continues living on till now, God’s words to 
apparently the literal serpent in Eden served no¬ 
tice on Satan the Devil that he was not to be 
‘bruised in the head* right at once. Rather, the 
execution of the sentence upon him would take 
place later at some time not definitely known to 
him. During the time that his life would be spared* 
he would be on the lookout for the promised Seed, 

WHY i;\ ;cm HON WAS PUT LATER 

Why did not God destroy Satan the Devil im¬ 
mediately at the time that he pronounced sentence 
upon him there at Eden about six thousand years 
ago? Almighty God could have done so, Satan the 
Devil is not immortal, indestructible. However, in 
tfie great controvei'sy or disagreement of thought 
that had now arisen the point to be settled was 
not the question of power or who is most power¬ 
ful. It was the question of sovereignty in heaven 
and earth. Who will rule all heaven and earth with 
the willing submission of all living persons in 
heaven and earth? Satan the Devil had started the 
firat rebellion in all creation, and so now how far 
could he go with it? How far could he go with 
this rebellion in inducing other sons of God to 
join him? Would he and any other creatures who 
would join him be able to take away the universal 
sovereignty from the only jiving and true God, Je¬ 
hovah? To settle this dispute by providing the 
full answer, it would take time. 

** God indicated that others would join Satan 
the Devil in rebellion if time were allowed for it, 
because God said to the serpent: “I shall put en¬ 
mity between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her seed,” It would take time for 

Why did not Uod destroy Satan the Devil as soon as ha 
pi-onounced sentence upon, him, Insl+aid of allow inns him to re- 
mtiitr Hirse* thousands, of years? 

30. (nl If 11mo were allowed for it, what would Solan produce? 
<t>> How would Cod's MtverelBTUy lx* vindicated? 
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God to allow the “woman” to produce her “seed/ 1 
It would take lime for the “original serpent” Sa¬ 
tan the L>cvil to produce his seed, and God did not 
deny the possibility that Satan the Devil would 
produce a “seed," an offspring of fellow rebels 
against the universal sovereignty of Jehovah. But 
not till of God's sons would go over onto the side 
of the “original serpent/* Jehovah God, also, would 

have a loyal seed, and in the 6nal outcome this 

“seed” would bruise the “original serpent” in the 
head, killing him. This would vindicate the un¬ 
shakableness of God's sovereignty over heaven 
and earth, 

-1 By lel?:ng Satan the Devil proceed with his 

rebellion the state of affairs would arise like in 
the case of the demon-worshiping Pharaoh of 
Egypt in the days of the prophet Moses. Back 
there, why d/3 Jehovah God permit the defiant 
Pharaoh to survive six devastating plagues or 
blows against the land of Egypt? The purpose of 
it God stated to Pharaoh through Moses before the 
seventh plague struck Egypt: If By now I could 
have thrust my hand out that I might strike you 
and your people with pestilence and that you 
might be effaced from the earth. But, in fact, for 
this cause I have kept you in existence, for the 
sake of showing you my power and in order to 
have my name declared in all the earth/' (Exodus 
9:15, 16) In his appointed time Jehovah God will 
show his almighty power over the great rebel, 
Satan the Devil, by means of ihe Seed that would 
stay loyal to the rightful Universal Sovereign, Je¬ 
hovah God. 

a - Referring to that loyal Seed, who would be 
bruised, as it were, “in the heel,” Hebrew's 2:14, 

31 . How would the situation involving Satan be Ilka that In 
the case of the demon-worshiping E«jj)tlan Phurnoh In Us a days 
of Mattes? 

3SL At Hebrews 2.1 j S r 15. want clo we learn about i lie Stfd 
that would suiy loyal to Jehovali Cod? 
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15 says: "Since the "young children' an sharers of 
blood and flesh, he also similarly partook of the 
same things, that through his death [being bruised 
in the heel] he might bring to nothing the one 
having the means to cause death, that is, the Devil; 
and that he might emancipate all those who for 
fear of death were subject no slavery all through 
their lives." 

Although sentence was pronounced upon the 
"original serpent" at Eden, he, that is, Satan the 
Devil, was not barred by Jehovah God from the 
holy heavens or from further contact with the still 

faithful 4 "sons of God" up there. Over two thou¬ 
sand year’s later, when The twelve tribes of Israel 
were .sojourning down in Egypt, Satan the Devil 
was still having access to the realm of the holy 
angels. So we read in the book of Job, a relative of 
the patriarch Abraham. When it tells about how 
Job's faithfulness to Jehovah God came to be 
tested at the hands oF Satan* the opening chapter 
of the book says: “Now it came to be the day 
when the sons of ihe true God entered to take 
their station before Jehovah, and even Satan pro¬ 
ceeded to enter right among them. Then Jehovah 
said to Satan: ‘Whore do you come from?’ At that 
Satan answered Jehovah and said; ‘From roving 
about in the earth and from walking about in it.' M 
After the interview and an agreement as to the 
testing of Job's integrity, the account says: "Satan 
went out away from the person of Jehovah." 
—Job 1:6, 7, 12; see also 2:1-7. 

** Toward the end of the first century of our 
Common Era it was revealed! to the Christian 
apo^ile John that Satan the Devil would not lie 
east out of the holy heavens until after the birth 


Mid Scum Hu- Devil continue to have access to heaven niter 
eejil■ M‘.:c weis jj ni nuiinci'tl at Krti.'Ji, fijul how do we know 
it When watt the I>evll to be mil of the holy henven# f 
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of the promised kingdom of God. In the miraculous 
revelation given to John, he first describes the 
birth of God’s kingdom as like the birth of a child 
from a heavenly woman. Then he writes: “War 
broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels 
battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its am 
gels battled but it did not prevail, neither was a 
place found for them a ny longer in heaven. So 
down the great dragon was hurled, the original 
serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is mis¬ 
leading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled 
down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down 
with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
*Now have come to pass the salvation and the pow¬ 
er and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers 
has been hurled down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God!* ” (Revelation 12:1-10) That 
was to happen after the days of the apostle John. 

M Satan the Devil is thus said to have his own 
angels, these being with him even up In heaven. 
These must be his heavenly “seed," How did he 
produce them? Evidently from among the “sons 
of God** in the heavens. At least some of these 
were induced to come over onto Satan’s side in the 
days of the prophet ISJoah, before he built the ark 
for his family to survive the earth-wide flood. How 
this came about we read in Genesis 6:1-4, in these 
words: 

M “Now it came about that when men started 
to grow in numbers on the surface of the ground 
and daughters were bom to them, then the sons 
of the true God began to notice the daughters of 
men, that they were good-looking; and they wei 
taking wives for themselves, namely, all whom 
they chose. After that Jehovah said: 'My spirit 


35 36. How were samt of the -imgel# Induced to loin Satan In 
the days of Ni>sUi, n Qtpliiinrd at Genesis 6; 1-1 ? 
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not ac t toward man indefi¬ 
nitely in that hr is also flesh. Ac¬ 
cordingly his days shall amount 

to a hundred and twenty years/ 
The Nephilim proved to be in the 
earth in those days, and also after that, when the 
sons of the true God continued to have relations 


■f 



with the daughters of men and they bore sons to 
them, they were the mighty ones who were of old, 
the men of fame." 


i? To marry the 
daughters of men, 
those heavenly 
sons of God ma¬ 
terialized human 
bodies, clothing 
themselves with 
fleshly bodies like 
those of men on 
earth. Regardless 
of what their du¬ 
ties were up in 
heaven, they re¬ 
mained In the 
flesh with their 
good-looking 
wives and made 
them fruitful. 
Their sons were 



called Nephilim, 

“Fellers," and were "mighty ones/' who made a 
name for themselves. 


* When the Hood came, those disobedient sons 
of God could not get into Noah's ark, and so, to 
escape from the floodwaters, they dematerialized, 
dissolved their assumed human bodies, and :v- 


3T. How It possible? for these bc-Jiveitly sons of God 

mnrry wo; M.*n on r-arUi, and wirnt were their offspring rtUt*?<f? 
.tk. r?‘j. Wht fi the Flood came, whai happened to tbo-je disubo' 
dient so it:; of God, ftB explained In the EJ'ble" 
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turned to the spirit realm. They were not admitted 
back: to the heavenly family of Goers perfect, sin¬ 
less sons. They were degraded la a very* low state 
that the Bible calls “Tartarus/’ Of this we read: 

1 “God did not hold back from punishing the 
angels that sinned, but, by throwing Them into 
Tartarus, didiveivd them in pits of dense darkness 
to be reserved for judgment; and he did not hold 
back from piinfehlttg an ant iont world, but kept 
Noah, a preacher of righteousness, safe with seven 



others when he brought a delude upon a world of 
ungodly people.” (2 Peter 2:4, 5) “And the angels 
that did not keep their original position but for¬ 
sook their own proper dwelling place he has re¬ 
served with eternal bonds under dense darkness 
for the judgment, of the great day.”—-Jude 6. 

40 For this reason the apostle Peter speaks of 
them as Mae “spirits in prison, who had once been 
disobedient w r hen the patience of God was waiting 
in Noah’s days, while the Ark was being construct¬ 
ed, In which a few people, that is, eight souls 
Ip&ykhe J, were carried safely through the water.” 
—1 Peter 3:19, 20. 


44. So what expression does the upoaUt> Pi?Ler uce to describe 

Th-em ? 
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11 In view of this form of imprisonment those 
disobedient Spirit “sons -of the true God* 9 cannot 
materialize anymore and live I Ike husbands with 
women. But they still keep as close as they can to 
mankind* especially to women, whom they prevail 
upon to serve as spirit mediums, fortune-tellers, 
clairvoyants, and so forth. They are no longer 
counted among the sons of God, because they have 
made demons of themselves. They have become 
tlie angels of the great symbolic dragon, Satan the 
Devil, the first demon. As the leader in demon ac¬ 
tivities. he has become their prince or ruler. The 
Bible speaks of him as “the ruler of the demons/* 
As such, he was given the name Beelzebub. (Mat¬ 
thew 9:34; 12:24; I^uke 11:15) In the Tartarean 
darkness of God’s disfavor they are held reserved 
for the “judgment of the great day/ 9 To prove 
ourselves the friends of God and gain everlasting 
life, we must resist the demons and avoid all forms 
of demonism.'—I Timothy 4:1; Revelation 9:20; 
Ephesians 6:11-18. 


41. (a) F*t>m what nrc those disobedient angel* now restrained, 
but lev what activities do they trtili enfiaKf*.' (t>t To gaJrt find's 
approval nnd everlasting HIV. whnt must we avoid? 




CHAPTER 


How Death 

and Imperfection 

Invaded ^Mankind 


OE> created man and made provision for 
him to live forever in a Paradise on 
earth. Death among mankind did not have to bel 
God would want perfect man to keep living, even 
more so than he wanted sinful, imperfect humans 
to live, to whom he said by his prophet Ezekiel: 
** ‘llii'ow off from yourselves all your transgres¬ 
sions in which you have transgressed and make for 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit, for why 
should you die, O house of Israel? For I do not 
take any delight in the death of someone dying/ is 
the utterance of the Lord Jehovah. ‘So cause a 
turning back and keep living, O you people.' T ' 
(Ezekiel 18:31, 32) The first man on earth, Adam, 
was not created out of harmony with Jehovah God 
but was a perfect human ’‘son of God/' Much less, 
then, would God his Creator want him to die. God 
made him to live. 

- The opportunity of living forever in the Para¬ 
dise of pleasure on earth was set before the first 

1. fa) Was II God's purpose from the foefflnninu for muti to die? 
Cbi Concerning this, what hid God iy even to sinful human* 
through Ills prophet EzokL’J ; 

2, Whrit i-mnd opportunity was set bclore man, ai.fi to r.nr** 
end what pro*vl;-tnnfi w<*n* m.nli-v 
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man and, in him, before all mankind. God made 
the first man perfect* with a body that was work¬ 
ing perfectly in all its parts and members. To the 
end that the perfect man in God’s image and like¬ 
ness might live forever in his Paradise home, God 
made provision of all food needed to keep the 
man's body in perfect working condition and re¬ 
pairing itself continually. 

* This happy fact was very plain from what God 
told his perfect human son in Eden: "From every 
tree of the garden you may eat to satisfaction. But 
as for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad 
you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat 
from it you will positively die.' 1 (Genesis 2:16,17) 
What, then, if the perfect man never ate from the 
forbidden fruit tree as long as God did not give 
him permission to do so? Naturally, the perfect 
man would live on forever in the earthly Paradise. 
Man’s freedom from death depended, therefore, not 
only on his eating the necessary Food from the 

trees from which he was allowed to eat, but on 

obeying God. 

4 God gave the man Adam a perfect wife, built 
up from material that God took from the man's 
perfect body so that thus she was bone or his bones 
and flesh of his flesh. They were one flesh, just as 
Jesus Christ later said to some questioners: “Did 
you not read that he who created them from the 
beginning mad.-* them male and female and said, 
'For this reason a man will leave his father and 
his mother and will stick to his wife, and the two 
will bo one flesh’? So that they are no longer two, 
but one flesh.” (Matthew 19:4-6) In this way the 
first man’s wife was created perfect and did not 
need to die. By being a real helper to her husband 
and by eating of the fruit from the trees allowed 

3, On whfit did man’* freedom from death, depend, shown in 
fleni'-ii-! 1©. 17? 

►1. Wn.5 Adam's wife ;ilso perfect, urjil did bTc too have the 
prospect of 1I\ Intf eternal!} ? 
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and by obeying God perfectly, she would never 
come under condemnation. She woltfd never dir 
but live eternally with her husband and with her 
family. 

r * Go<Ts purpose in creating this earth was to 
people it with persons higher than the fishes, the 
sea monsters, the birds and flying creatures, the 
wild beasts and the domestic animals. This divine 
purpose was given unmistakable expression when 
God provided a wife for the lone man Adam and 
then blessed the newly married couple and ox- 
plained to them their privilege of producing chil¬ 
dren, saying: ‘'Be fruitful and become many and 
fill the earth and subdue It/* With regard to the 
fish os and great sea monsters and ot her moving 
things in the waters, God had said: "Be fruitful 
and become many and fill the waters in the sea 
basins, and let the flying creatures become many 
in the earth." (Genesis 1:22) And now finally God 
gave ;i like command to his highest creatures here 
on earth. They were to "1111 the earth" with many 
perfect offspring. 

■ The earth was to stay filled with their perfect, 
righteous descendants, their children, their grand¬ 
children and their great-grandchildren. These de¬ 
scendants were not meant to die off and make 
room on earth for others to occupy. The earth 
was not meant to be a proving ground for mankind 
before they would be transferred to another place, 
presumably to heaven. The earth was not meant 
to bo a breeding ground to provide inhabitants for 
heaven. Adam and Eve were not told to become 
many and fill the heavens. They were told to "fill 
the earth and subdue it." God did not need their 
help to fill heaven with people. He assigned to 
Adam and Eve and, through them, to their ofT- 

5. What whs God's imrimse In crwxtlnK Uafa earth, and how 
tvsi* tills made known to the first human couple" 

G Did God Kay anything Knout tJn> earth bo I n it a proving 
ground for munk;iid before they would bo kitilltaTra LO bntveo? 




HOW DfATM AND (MPEftFCCTION iN'-'ADED MANKIND 173 

spring the privilege of filling the earth to stay 
filled with human creatures living in perfect har¬ 
mony with God. 

: Modern-day scientists tell us that, despite the 
billions of stars and galaxies throughout the vis¬ 
ible heavens, the most impressive thing about 
outer space is its emptiness. That being so, then 
it would take a long time for Adam and Eve and 
their offspring to populate the boundless heavens, 
that is to say, if It was God’s purpose for them 
to do so. But it was not. Psalm 115:16 here bears 
repeating^ for it says; "As regards the heavens, to 
Jehovah the heavens belong, but the earth he has 
given to the sons of men/* So man has no re¬ 
sponsibility for outer space. 

a By remaining sinless and perfect, Adam and 
Eve were to bring perfect children into earthly 
life, under no condemnation or disability. They 
would bring up these perfect children in the per- 
feri way of God, so that these, in turn, would 
bring forth perfect children into the earthly Para¬ 
dise, tli esc likewise being under no divine con¬ 
demnation against their living for ah time. Thus 
the reproducing of perfect children in righteous¬ 
ness and godliness would continue on till the whole 
earth was filled with them, to the same extent that 
the fishes fill the waters of the sea, with complete 
comfort and sufficient roominess for ail. Then, 
with none of the offspring of Adam and Eve dying 
off, the earth would keep filled forever. Paradise 
at that time being not confined 1<> just Eden but 
being extended all around the subdued earth. This 
would firing to final reality the purpose of earth's 
Creator, "who did not create it simply for noth¬ 
ing, who formed it even to bo Inhabited.’*—Isaiah 
45: IS. 

7. In Pr^ilm 115; 16, whnt does it plainly Identify an the place 
that. God has tfivcn to man for his h.iblt&Llon 7 

8, What life prospects were the offspring of Arfcun mecmi to 
have, nnd so now wwulil Cf'i's purpose for the earth finally have 
been reall/cil V 
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* Had God's command to our first parents been 
canned out faithfully, death of mankind would 
never have occurred. Of course, the lower forms of 
creature life would have continued dying after 
reproducing their kinds, just as they had done on 
earth on the fifth and sixth creative days before 
the creation of Adam and Eve. Those lower “liv¬ 
ing souls’” were not designed to live forever as in¬ 
dividual creatures, but their kinds were meant 
to continue reproducing forever, in subjection to 
mankind. However, humankind were constructed 
with the ability to live forever on earth in com¬ 
plete willing subjection to the will of their Cre¬ 
ator, dependent upon his everlasting provisions 
for them in their earthly Paradise. 

HnJ this divine purpose thus been carried out 
without interference or obstruction, there would 
have been no need for any emergency arrangement 
to get over the interference or obstruction, in 
order that God’s purpose for the earth might not 
fail. There would have been no emergency ar¬ 
rangement that called for a human sacrifice and 
that made a marvelous provision For 144,000 mem¬ 
bers of mankind to be redeemed from the* earth 
and exalted to immortal life in the heavens with 
Jesus Christ and Jehovah God. Yet, in its human 
perfection in the earthly Paradise, mankind would 
never have felt that it was missing anything, miss¬ 
ing a higher life, and would never have wanted 
more. Nor would it become presumptuous and ask 
or demand more from God. Everlasting life in per¬ 
fection, peace and happiness is a privilege, an un¬ 
deserved kindness, for creatures on any plane or 
level of existence. So all perfect, intelligent crea¬ 
tures on the Paradise earth would have continued 

9, *ft> Wfre the tower animiii-- designed to iiv* 1 forever? How 
would it have been possible for humankind to live forever? 

10. How did the provision for mine from among mankind to be 
exalted to life En heaven come about, and >vuu]ti mankind 
have in, 1 ','!! d I £e on tented v. i* nou: that provision? 
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contented and would unceasingly give thanks to 
their heavenly Feather and God. 

THE ENE^fT DsTADES 

1 In the garden in Eden, Adam’s wife Eve was 
nor afraid of a snake. So, when a surprise greeted 
her and a snake began talking to her, she did not 
run away. She interestedly stayed to listen. The 
snake or serpent, in an innocently sounding way* 
asked her about God’s law. She told the serpent 
that her everlasting Life in Paradise depended upon 
her perfect obedience to God's law. 

15 With open contempt for God’s law, the serpent 
lold Eve she could enjoy eternal life in the earthly 
Paradise without being bound by God’s law. In 
fact, as the serpent argued, she and her husband 
could enjoy a freer, independent life In a more en¬ 
lightened way through the very act of disobeying 
God’s law, defying him and taking to herself God’s 
powers to determine what was good and what was 
bad. ‘Tor,” said the serpent, “God knows that in 
the very day of your eating from it your eyes are 
bound to be opened and you [ Adam mid Eve | are 
bound to be like God, knowing good and bad-” 
(Genesis 3:4, 5> The serpent seemed to want to 
help Eve and her husband, and so she began view¬ 
ing it as a benefactor, not a liar. 

u It was really Satan the Devil, appearing as an 
‘‘angel of light.” who was talking to F.vc. But she 
did not realize this. What she now began wanting 
to do was to become “like God, knowing good and 
bad,” and to help her husband Adam to become 
like God also. How Eve let herself be “thoroughly 
deceived” and how vhr broke God’s Jaw and also 


11. With wluit a; --’irontly innocent Inquiry did the aerpont 

In ispiuojtefr Kve. and what did she reply? 

12, 13. <41 > Though till- sorpent showed open contempt for Cod's 
law. why did Eve bcpiin to view It as a he tie factor and so let 
hersolt be "that'oujflilv deceived"? (b) Mow dJd her husband 
become involve:! In tills trarepress Inn at Cod’* law? 
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induced her husband to transgress God's law i> 
told in a simple way .in Genesis 3:6; “The woman 
saw that the tree's fn_i3t was good for food and 
that it was something to be longed for to the eyes, 
yes, the tree was desirable to look upon. So she 
began taking of its fruit and eating it- Afterward 
she gave some also to her husband when with her' 
and he began eating it."—1 Timothy 2:14. 

14 The serpent's voice was heard no more, but 
in due time God's voice was heard. He asked 
Adam: “From the tree from which I commanded 
you not to eat have you eaten?" Adam answered: 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree and so I ate it*” Then 
Eve explained: “The serpent—it deceived me and 
so I ate.” (Genesis 3:11-13) Disobedience to God's 
law had now invaded the earth. Sin had broken put 
among mankind. It deserved its penalty. 

1 In pronouncing condemnatory judgment upon 
Eve, God said: *T shall greatly increase the pain 
of your pregnancy; in birth pangs you will bring 
forth children, and your craving will be for your 
husband, and he will dominate you.” Her husband 
had listened to her instead of to God, and so God 
said to Adam: “Because you listened to your wife's 
voice and took to eating from the tree concerning 
which I gave you this command, ‘You must noi 
eat from It/ cursed is the ground on your account. 
In pain you will eat its produce all the days of your 
life. And thorns arid thistles it will grow for you, 
and you must eat the vegetation of the field. In 
tho sweat of your face you will eat bread until you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. 
For dust yon are and to dust you will return/' 
—Genesis 3:16-19. 

li When que^tlon^d hy Gml nlxDuL the mat t e r. Jmw ill id both 
Aclnm -m<] l£ve endeavor tt> *hLll the bliuni liut would their 

sin *co impvn(shed " 

IT*. What was the Judgroi 1 n) pa **«•<! upcifi Kve rthd upon Attain " 
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ir ’ With those words God pronounced the sen¬ 
tence of death upon Adam and, because she was 
one flesh with him and also guilty of transgression, 
upon Eve. Where, in those words of God, is there 
any sentencing of Adam and Eve to eternal torture 
in everlasting fire and sulphur after they died? 
There is none. God had not threatened Adam with 
eternal torment by fire, brimstone and immortal 
worms after death, but God had said to Adam: 
“As for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad 
you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat 
from it you will positively die.*'—Genesis 2:17. 

,T God, who does not lie, must stick to the stated 
penalty for sin, and not punish man with more 
than what God had said. Adam knew what death 
would mean for him. He had no fear of what de~ 
moniatic religions today describe as ‘‘everlasting 
torment in hell-fire and brimstone at the hands of 
red devils.'■ Justly Jehovah God the Judge did not 
sentence Adam with more than God's stated law- 
had threatened. God sentenced Adam to death. 
For Adam this meant going back to the ground, 
from which he had been taken to become a “living 
soul/* (Genesis 2:7) This did not mean returning 
to heaven, for neither he nor his wife Eve find 
ever been in heaven. Thr-v b.ia never been in ;i 

■fcr 

“hell burning with fire and brimstone/' and so 
rhey could not “return" there. However, Adam 
could return or go back to lifeless dust. This is 
what he now expected. 

2n A dam and Eve Immediately began dying. They 
did not die on that same day of twenty-four hours. 
If Eve were to “bring fori h children” in birth 
pangs, she would need to have at least nine months 
of lime of pregnancy after conception. When sen¬ 
tencing Adam, God mentioned to him all the days 

:Ci. 17. Why (» it evident iHm Ait ft m unit Kv<! it I it not ei> lo 
"‘cvfrSasHtonnen l In hett-ftri'** or lo hesive-n? 

IS. i-i- (oi TJict AdtMn und his wife die **ln Lho dUty** that l.hry 
nLiirtci.1. mul how »oV *bi !ln> any man over lived more than 
Ihous^uitl enri" 
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of your life,” and for Adam to eat bread in the 
sweat of his face he would have to live some days. 
.Evidently when God spoke to him about dying in 
the day of his eating the forbidden fruit, God was 
speaking from the standpoint of one of His ways 
of measuring time as described by the apostle 
Peter: “One day is with Jehovah as a thousand 
years and a thousand years as one day.” (2 Peter 
3:8) God's Word allows therefore for the six days 
or his earthly creative activity to be each more 
than twenty-four hours long. On such a basis the 
sinner Adam could not live longer than a thousand 
years. And he did not do so. 

lt > Concerning Adam, Genesis 5:4, 5 says: "He 
became father to sons and daughters. So all the 
days of Adam that he lived amounted to nine hun¬ 
dred and thirty years and he died.” Whether 
Adam's wife Eve outlived him is not stated, but 
she did not live longer than a thousand years. 
God's sentence on her h usband prevented that. 
Today, about six thousand years from Adam's 
creation, such an age is unheard of. But we must 
remember that Adam fell from human perfection 
with its possibility of living forever. For that rea¬ 
son he would be long in deteriorating till finally his 
now ailing body would not function anymore, 
causing his death. But earthly conditions before 
the flood of Noah's day may also have contributed 
to such a long life. The man who is reported to 
have lived the longest was Methuselah, but he was 
the eighth generation when counting from Adam 
the once-perfect man. Still he died u?uier a thou¬ 
sand years of age, when nine hundred and sixty- 
nine years old, in the very year in which the Flood 
broke.—Genesis 5:27. 

30 When Adam died, in the year 3096 B.C.E., 
he really died; that is, he ceased to be, he passed 
out of all existence anywhere. He had not been 


20. Whin A'dam tUwS, did he luiv? adiy protect Of future 
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created in sin so that he was helpless against sin. 
He was a willful sinner, and so he did not even 
have a hope of resurrection. Hence he could not 
become God’s first prophet still alive in heaven. 
Genesis 2:7 plainly states that God created Adam 
to be a *'living soul [« tipfocsh]* And in Ezekiel 
18:4 the same God says: “The soul that is sinning 
—it itself wiU die.*’ So the “living soul” Adam 
died- There was no immortal human soul to escape 
from his dead body and to live on after Adam died- 
= l Adam was sentenced to “eat the vegetation of 
the field,” among “thorns and thistles,” not to eat 
the fruit of the trees of the garden of Eden. Hence 
God drove him and his wife out of the garden of 
Lid on to die. This was, as God said, “In order that 
he may not put. his hand out and actually take 
fruit also of the tree of life and eat and live for¬ 
ever.” (Genesis 3:22. 23, edition of 1953) “Live 
forever”—where? Why, right here on earth where 
that tree of life was growing. To prevent Adam 
from getting back into the Paradise garden and 
getting to the tree the eating of which guaranteed 
one's living forever, God did so mething more. 
Genesis 3:24 
says: “Ho 
drove the man 
out and posted 
at the east of 
the garden of 
Eden the cher¬ 
ubs and the 
flaming blade 
of a sword that 
was t uming it¬ 
self continually 
to guard the 
way to the tree 
of life.” 



21- Whv wfre Adam and Ills wife driven out of the garden of 
Kden, anil how were fhny prevented from returning? 
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IS It was after Adam and Eve began dying as sin¬ 
ners outside the garden of Eden that they began 
to have children, just as the next verse (Genesis 
4:1) goes on to say: ‘‘Now Adam had intercourse 
With Eve his wife and she became pregnant. In 
time she gave birth.” They could not produce chil¬ 
dren in human perfection, for they did not have ir 
themselves anymore. They could not produce righ¬ 
teous children, because they themselves were sin¬ 
ners under sentence of death. For this reason a 
later descendant of Adam and Eve said: “Man, 
born of woman, is short-lived and glutted with 
agitation. Like a blossom he has come forth and is 
cut off* and he runs away like the shadow and 
does not keep existing. Yes, upon this one you 
have opened > our eye, and me you 1 ring inlo 
judgment with \ ou. Who can produce someone 
clean out of someone unclean? There is not one.” 

Job 14:1-4. 

1 Is It any wonder, then, that all of us who have 
been begotten by a sinful human father as well as 
been “born of woman” are unclean from birth, un¬ 
clean in God*s sight? Is it strange that \vc have 
been bom sinful? It is with us just as King David 
of Jerusalem said in his confession of sin to God: 
"Took! With error I was brought forth with birth 
pains, and in sin my mother conceived me,” 
(Psalm 51:5) From concej^tion onward we are 
sinful, imperfect, unclean to God, and are rightly 
therefore under God's ■: ondemnation of death. So 
we are born dying. This condemned condition, this 
dying condition of ours, we inherited from Adam. 
No man bom of a human father and mother, not 
even the Hindu prince Siddhartha who came to be 
called Gautama the Buddha, was able to escape it 
or has been able to do so. Even to Hie nation over 

22. When d-ltf Adam ond F\t bcg[in to have cJiililron, find in 
what coifcdltlnn were they born? 

23, How do Hie Scriptures show whether new. born children Imvo 
Inherited sin and ere therefore under a condemnation of death? 
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which King David had ruled, God said: "Your own 
father, the first one, has sinned, and your own 
spokesmen have transgressed against me."—Isaiah 
43:27. 

:i Kirig David's people tried to gain everlasting 
life on earth by keeping the Law given to their 
nation by God through the prophet Moses. But 
they were unable to keep it perfectly and gain 
merit for themselves that would earn everlasting 
life for them. Why so? Explaining it, the Chris¬ 
tian apostle Paul, who himself was once under that 
Law of Moses, said: "Through one man sin entered 
into the world and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men because they had all 
sinned—. For until the Law sin was in the world*" 
(Romans 5:12, 13) And the inability of Moses* 
own people to keep the Ten Commandments and 
the other related ordinances and statutes of God's 
Law proved that sin could not be wiped out by 
one’s gaining merit for oneself in this way; but 
that sin was continu i : among all the world of 
mankind, whether one was under the Law of Mo¬ 
ses or not- The Christian apostle Paul goes on to 
say: "The wages sin pays is death." (Romans 6: 
23) So death has continued to rule as king over 
all mankind down to our very day. 

- B The death that all of us inherited from our 
first human father Adam Is sometimes fittingly 
called "the Adamic death." The Holv Bible has 
much to say about this Adamic death, from the 
first of its books down to its last book. The first 
book. Genesis, in its third and fourth chapters, tolls 
us how death invaded the world of mankind, thus 
posing for us the hard question; "What able- 
bodied man is there alive who will not see death? 
Gail 1 ie p! cvie 1 e esenpc l eu* h i s sou 1 | 1 rom 

3d, Why was it not posslfeJo for those* living under Cod's lnw 
sriwji i 1 i-i-M'.-h iiiuM'k 16 Wipe >.ml sin by ubt-iitencg to LlUM . 

;tnd so wbiU hit*.: rortt to rule eis kln.£ or mankind? 

as. Is it possible for nnyona to be dellvpn*d from Uie di*:«t.h 
ihtkt ntl oT t«fi have hiJu r 1 ti>rJ from Adiuri 7 
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the hand of Sheol? M (Psalm 89:48) Of course, no 
man inheriting Adamic death can do this of him¬ 
self. Nevertheless, Almighty God can deliver per¬ 
sons from Adamic death and from Shcol to which 
it leads. What is more, God has promised to do so. 
One day the invader Death wiJl have to beat a 
ref real, rubbed of all its spoils by the power of 
Almighty God as exercised through the promised 
"seed” of the woman, who must shortly bruise 
the “original serpent” in the head.—Genesis 3:15, 
M The conditions that will prevail on earth when 
God brings this about are described in the last 
book of the Bible. Revelation 21:3, 4 says pro¬ 
phetically; "Look' The tent of God is with man¬ 
kind, and he will reside with them, and they will 
be his peoples. And God himself wiU be with them. 
And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, 
and death will be no more, nei * her will mourning 
nor outcry nor pain be any more. The former 
tilings have passed away.” 


2S. What conditions will prevail t>n cnrili when God bi*1 ngs about 
this deliverance for mac id? 





CHAPTER 



The True Seed of 

"Abraham My Friend” 


NUMBER of peoples today claim to lx? 
descended from the ancient patriarch 
Abraham in a fleshly way. When we count from 
Shorn, who survived the great flood with his father 
Noah, Abraham was the tenth in the line of de¬ 
scent and was born in 201S one hundred 

and fifty years before Shem died* Why is it that 
these pc op Ira are so eager to trace their family 
line of descent from Abraham, either by his first 
son Ishmael, or by bis second son Isaac, or by his 
grandson Esau? It is because God himself declared 
Abraham to be "his friend’’ and promised to use 
Abraham's seed or offspring in a way that would 
result in blessing for all the families and nations 
of the earth. Consequently it w T ould be an honor 
and privilege to be that particular seed of the 
man who was God's friend, God's lover. This would 
make that particular \ - ople of importance to all 
mankind.—Genesis 11:10 to 12:7. 

2 What brought Abraham this friendship with 
God? It was Abraham’s works of faith, his acts 
showing belief in the one living and time Almighty 
God. One of Abraham's natural descendants, a 

l. Why certain peoples today auger to be Identified os the 

liershly deiit cndon Lv of AbmhajQ I 

2 Itov, did Atirailiam become "Jchovuli’p friend"? 
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man of the Middle East named James the son of 
Joseph of Nazareth, wrote about Abraham’s faith 
and said: “The scripture was fulfilled which says: 
'Abraham put faith in Jehovah, and it was counted 
to him as righteousness/ and he came to be called 
‘Jehovah’s friend/ M (James 2:23) Before speak¬ 
ing about Abraham’s faith, another of his de¬ 
scendants wrote and showed why Abraham pleased 
God, saying: “Without faith it is impossible to 
please him well, for he that approaches God musl 
believe that he is and that he becomes the re- 
warder of those earnestly seeking him/’ (Hebrews 
11:6) Abraham’s faith laid the basis for his be¬ 
coming God’s friend. 

: When Abraham came prominently to view in 
Diblc history he was living in Ur of the Chaldeans, 
a city about 150 miles southeast of Babylon where 
demon ism was openly practiced* Being a descen¬ 
dant or Shorn, he was in the right line of descent, 
for Noah had pronounced a blessing upon Shem, 
saying; ■“Blessed bo Jehovah, Shcm’s God, and lot 
Canaan become a slave to him. Let God grant 
ample space to Japheth, and let him reside in the 
tents of Shem/’ (Genesis 9:26, 27) This blessing 
was a broad indication that the promised Seed of 
the woman, who was to bruise the Serpent in the 
head, was to come in Shem’s line of descent. 
Abraham was in that lino of descent. 

* Where Sham was at that time we do not know; 
but when he was S25 years old, in 1943 R.C.E., 

Shorn’s God revealed himself to Abraham in Ur 
of the Chaldeans. Solemn testimony in the highest 
religious court of ancient Jerusalem confirms that 
historical fact, In these words of Stephen, a 
descendant of Abraham: “Brothers and fathers* 

3. Of whom wii£ Abr&liam rt d^-oendiuit, and why Is this sljt- 

711 Cl L-iiTlL 7 

4. J5. (ill Why did Abraham move out, from Ur of the Chtii- 

d..:::-- and lau?r from Ha in n ? Ch> Wliat blessing was promised If 
Ahratitim showed faith by Obeying Ihts ra 11 from Hod, and who 
would berndlL from It? 
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hear. The God of glory appeared to our forefather 
Abraham while he was in Mesopotamia, before he 
took up residence in Haran, and he said to him, 
‘Go out From your land and from your relatives 
and come on into the land I shall show you.’ Then 
he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and 
took up residence in Haran. And from there, after 
his father died, God caused him to change his 
residence to this land in which you now dwell.'* 
(Acts 7:2-4) This call put a great test upon Abra¬ 
ham's faith in Shorn's God. However, a blessing 
was promised if Abraham would obey. The prophet 
Moses brings this to our attention in his account 
of the matter, saying: 

s “ Jehovah proceeded to say to Abram: ‘Go 
your wav out of your country and from your 
relatives and from the house of your father to the 
country that I shall show 6 7 you; and I shall make 
a great nation out of you and I shall bless you and 
I will make your name great; and prove yourself 
a blessing. And I will bless those who bless you, 
and him that calls down evil upon you I shall curse, 
and all the families of the ground will certainly 
bless themselves by means of you/ ”■—Genesis 
12:1-3. 

■ Of all the nations that have descended from 
Abraham, which one was to be and has proved 
to be that “great nation”? This all depended on 

tSort’s c.hc ••ice, nnd not jList on flnsh2y 1 ine o f dlssec>n t , 
When childless Abraham (or, at Si's!, Abram by 
name) got into the land that God showed him, he 
at once extended his worship of God there in that 
new land whei*e the demon god Baal was wor¬ 
shiped by the Canaan!tes. At a place near She- 
chcm. God appeared to Abraham and said: “To 
your seed I am going to give this land.” Appar¬ 
ently that seed was to become Abraham's “great 


6. Wbttl would determine which nation would be that "great 

nhdon" of which God spate* to Ahraiiam: 
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nation” thro ugh whom blessing 1 would go to ali 
the families of the ground,—Genesis 12:6-8. 

T Abraham’s nephew named Lot came with him 
into the Promised Land- Later they had to sepa¬ 
rate. But when invaders from outside Canaanland 
captured Lot, Abraham went in pursuit and re¬ 
covered Lot. On his way back from this victory 
over the invading kings, Abraham was met by 



Melch izedek, who was king of the city of Salem 
and was also “priest of the Most High God/* Mel- 
chizedek gave the credit for Abraham’s victory to 
God. Very plainly, then, Abraham had God’s bless¬ 
ing. So Melch izedek blessed Abraham and said: 
‘•Blessed be Abram of the Most High God, Pro¬ 
ducer of heaven and earth: and blessed be the 
Most High God, who has delivered your oppressors 
into your hand!” In honor to God and in gratitude 
to him, Abraham gave a tenth part of all the 
spoils of victory to God's priest Melch izedek. 
Things that the invaders had taken in plunder 
from the people of Sodom, Abraham restored to 
them. Instead of enriching himself by plunder, 
Abraham looked to God to make him rich, that 
thus God’s blessing upon him might be more 
manifest.—Genesis 14:18-23. 

7. Ail or Abraham rescued His nephew Lot, what kln^-pric-st 
t'itnn* out f.O iwe^l film, and how (Uifl M r-iiIs(.* cl*-nr th;»t it wai 
<lnd %vha wait btosAlny Abroluiiti? 



















THE T8LJ£ SEED OF "AflfiAHAM MY FRIEND" 


187 


" Being advanced in years, Abraham was trou¬ 
bled about not having an heir to his estate. One 
night God had him go outside his tent and look up 
to the stars to see if he could count them. Then 
God said: #, So your seed will become.’* Abraham 
put faith in that promise, and God counted Abra¬ 
ham’s faith in Him as righteousness, this making 
it possible for him and God to be friends.—Gen¬ 
esis 15: 5 t 6, 

* Abraham also wanted to know when he would 
lake possession of the Promised Land. So God 
went through the formal ceremony of making a 
covenant with him concerning the land. In that 
connection God again took up the prophetic role 
anc said to Abraham: “Vou may know for sure 
that your seed will become an alien resident in a 
land not theirs, and they will have to serve them, 
and these will certainly afflict them for four hun¬ 
dred years. Rut the nation that they will serve I 
am judging, and after that they will go out with 
many goods. As for you, you will go to your fore¬ 
fathers in peace; you will he buried at a good old 
age. But in the fourth generation they will return 
here, because the error of the Amorites has not 
yet come to oampletion. ,, ’—Genesis 15:13-16. 

l ' ( The question now arose, Which people that 
would descend from Abraham would have this ex¬ 
perience, Lhe people descending from him through 
his son Ishmael, or the people descending from 
him through his son Isaacs or the people descend¬ 
ing from him through his grandson Flsau f the twin 
brother of Jacob? The particular people that would 
have 1 this experience would be marked as being the 
chosen “seed” of Abraham and as being the desig- 

& (a) At a. time when Abraham wq$ troubled about not having 
an heir, what promise did (Joel make? (b) What resulted from 
A bm ham's faith In Hint divine promise? 

9. How did Cod reassure A bra h. am about talciixK pmtnrTrrllfrn of 
the Promised Land, hut wtmt did ite flay v. nuhl happen flrst" 
lb. Why arc tve In teres l**d in knowing which people would under 
jto this experience foretold to Abraham? 
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natcd heirs of the Jand that was promised to their 
forefather Abraham. 

11 Abraham’s true wife Sarah continued barren, 
and so she had her Egyptian slave girl Ha gar have 
relations with her husband Abraham. In due time 
Hagar bore lshmael to Abraham, who was now 

B _#■ W 

eighty-six years old. Abraham loved lshmael very 
much, but God did not accept lshmael to be Abra¬ 
ham's heir with a title to the pi - tr privileges. 
In the course of time lshmael became father to 
twelve chieftains; but the people who descended 
from these chieftains did not go through the ex¬ 
perience that God predicted when he made his 
formal covenant with Abraham for possession of 
the Promised Land.—Genesis 25:13-16. 

12 Hence when Abraham was ninety-nine year s 

old. Jehovah God made an appearance to him and 
spoke of a seed of Abraham different from lshmael 
the son of the slave girl Hagar. God said to Abra¬ 
ham: “Your name will not be called Abram [Fa¬ 
ther of Exaltation] any more, and your name must 
become Abraham [Father of a Multitude], be¬ 
cause a father of a crowd of nations I will make 
you. And I will make you very, very fruitful and 
wiU make you become nations, and kings will come 
out of you.” This was to be through his true wife 
Sarah, concerning whom God now added this 
promise: for Sarai your wife, you must not 

call her name Sarai [Contentious], because Sarah 
[Princess; mother of kings I is her name. And I 
will bless her and also give you a son from her; 
and I will bless her and she shall become nations: 
kings [not just chieftains! of peoples will come 
from her/ 1 —Genesis 17:3-6, 15-17; 25: 12-19. 

Thus the lone son of Sarah the free woman 
was to be the seed through whom would come 

31* 12, DM Abraham's son TshmaH prove to be the heir to the 
t>ron mtitle l>y rwni to hi* father, nnet how <1n we know? 

13. 14, So mrtiufch which of Abraham's suits was the promised 
s,i.*esl to cohte, and wha.1 was to martin bit* about his birth? 
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Abraham's promised seed as numberless as the 
stars of heaven, God said that his name was to be 
called Isaac, meaning “Laughter.”—Genesis 17:19. 

*■* According to the covenant that God estab¬ 
lished at this time Abraham got circumcised and 
1! i en }l a d h i s son ish maeI c i i-cum c iscd. Tt wn s ; t < 
a circumcised man that Abraham tweame father 
to Isaac by his true wife Sarah, miraculously so f 
because both Abraham and Sarah were then past 
the natural age of procreating children, she being 
ninety years old and he being a hundred.—Genesis 
21:1-7. 

18 Years Inter, when a feast was held to cele¬ 
brate the weaning of Isaac, Ills mother Sarah saw 
teen-age Ishmael “poking fun” or playing with 
him in a mocking way. Fearing for her son Isaac’s 
future, Sarah asked Abraham to send the slave girl 
Hagar and her son away. This request displeased 
Abraham, but God said: “Listen to her voice, be¬ 
cause It is by means of Isaac that what will tx> 
called your seed will be. And as for the son of the 
slave girl, I shall also constitute him a nation, 
because he is your offspring.” So Abraham had to 
show faith in God and obey. He was comforted in 
that Ishmael his ha If-Egyptian son would become 
a “nation” able to claim descent from Abra iam ( 
but what would be called the “seed of Abraham” 
would be through Isaac, the son of the free woman 
Sarah. Next morning Abraham sent Hagar the 
Egyptian and Ishmael her son away, she being 
free to go where she wanted.—Genesis 21:8-14, 

J<1 God protected Ishmael r s life for Abraham's 
sake. He grew up and preferred to dwell in the 
wilderness as an archer. His mother married him 
into her own Egyptian nation. (Genesis 21:15-21; 
16; 1, 11-16) As for Isaac, years later, when Isaac 

15. How did lshmat*l come to be separated from the household of 
his father. hut whiil promise war. made concerning him ? 

1G. IT. Why did Cud command Uiftt iJttutc be offered els a human 
sacrifice. and how did Abxuuni meet tT-is Lest? 
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became forty years old, his father Abraham took 
a wife for him from his Shemite relatives, the 
granddaughter of his brother Nahor. (Genesis 24: 
1-67; 25:19, 20) However, years before Isaac's 
marriage God spared his life from being sacrificed. 
For prophetic purposes God commanded Abraham 
to offer up his heir Isaac as a human sacrifice upon 
one of the mountains in 


land of Moriah, near 
the city of Salem where King Melchizcdek was 
priest of the Most High God* By faith Abraham 
met this test, just as wc read in Hebrews 11:17-19: 

ir “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, as 
good as offered up Isaac, and the man that had 
gladly received the promises attempted to offer up 
his only-begotten son, although it had been said 
to him: 'What will be calk’d "your seed 1 * will be 
through Isaac/ But he reckoned that God was able 
to raise him up even from the dead; and from 
there he did receive him also in an illustrative 


way/* 



'When Abraham was about to kill Isaac, al¬ 
ready bound 
upon the altar 
on the moun¬ 
tain of Moriah, 
God’s angel 
stopped him 
f r o m goi n g 
far!her, Abra¬ 
ham’s atten¬ 
tion was drawn 
to a ram caught; 
in a thicket 

nearby, and 
this animal he offered up instead. He called the 
place Jehovah-jireh, meaning “Jehovah Will See 
to It,” or, “Jehovah Will Provide/' Then God s an 


IK. (a) lJJ.il Abraham AGtUiiilv mil Jus. son Imuc lo death cm 
th't' altar? (M Wb*t further ftigniO-cant prom is* did Jehovah 
make at this LSthl- 1 / 








THE TRUE SEED OF "ABRAHAM MY FRIEND” I'l] 

gel called to Abraham and said: ** *By myself I do 
swear/ is the utterance of Jehovah, "that by reason 
of the fact that you have done this thing and you 
have not withheld your son, your only one, I shall 
surely bless you and I shall surely multiply your 
seed like the stars of the heavens and like the 
grains of sand that are on the seashore; and your 
seed Will take possession of the gate of his enemies. 
And hy means of your seed all nations of the earth 
will certainly bless themselves due to the fact that 
you have listened to my voice/ *’—Genesis 22:1*18. 

** What God there swore to do, swearing by him¬ 
self because he could swear by no one m~eater, no 
person afterward on earth could change, not even 
If he was a later prophet. God’s word and his oath 
were “two unchangeable things in which it is im¬ 
possible for God to lie.” (Hebrews 6:13-18) It is 
therefore unchangeably the wiU of God that “aU 
nations of the earth” (including those nations de¬ 
scended from Ishmaei and Esau) must “bless 
themselves” by means of Abraham's seed through 
his son Isaac. It does us no good to become na¬ 
tionalistic and to show prejudice against what 
proves to be t he true seed of Abraham for blessing 
all mankind. Does natural descent determine who 
this “seed” is? We shall see. 

st * What was foreshadowed by that prophetic 
drama that Abraham and Isaac enacted on Mount 
Moriah over thirty-eight centuries ago? The 
prophet Jesus of Nazareth explained. One night 
in Jerusalem he said to a man who considered him 
to be a teacher from God: "God loved the world 
so much, that he gave his only-begotten Son, in 
order that everyone exercising faith in him might 
not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” (John 
3:1-16) So God's prophet said! 


19, What did God's word and hhe oath on ttii* arc:* =s ion constitute, 
and so what la uiwhanpcobty his will for all nations? 

HO. What was furefitmderwed by Abraiiaxn*s offerinjc up of Isaai!? 
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Fifteen year's before Abraham died, his son 
Isaac had twin sons born to him. The first one 
brought forth was named Esau. The one next 
brought forth was named Jacob. Did God decree 
that these two sons should become one nation of 
but two tribes, the one tribe of it being headed by 
Esau the firstborn and the other tribe of it being 
headed by Jacob? No! Even before their birth God 
told their mother Ttebekah: “Two nations are in 
your belly, and two national groups will be sepa¬ 
rated from your inward parts; and the one na¬ 
tional group will be stronger than the other 
national group, and the older will serve the young¬ 
er.’ T (Genesis 25:21-26) God did nol lie in this 
prophecy, for history shows that Esau’s descen¬ 
dants did serve in subjection to the dose ndants oT 
ihe younger twin Jacob. Why was this? Because 1 
Jacob became the heir of the promise or covenant 
that God had made first with Abraham and then 
had renewed with Isaac. After Jacob left home he 
had a dream of a ladder between heaven and earth. 
'There was Jehovah stationed a'x>ve it, and hr' 
proceeded to say: 

“ *1 am Jehovah the God of Abraham your 
father and the God of Isaac. The land upon which 
you are lying, to you I am going to give it and to 
your seed. And your seed will certainly become 
like the dust particles of the earth, and you will 
certainly spread abroad to the west and Lo the 
east and to the north and to the south, arid by 
means of you and by means of your seed all the 
families of the ground will certainly bless them¬ 
selves/ ”—Genesis 28:13-15. 

31,33 (a) Before the 'birth or Isamc's ivvo sans, what <lkl Cod 
foivtell concern in then: ' • i-> Which of the ice two itona became 
heir or the covenant Llml God hart made with Abraham, and 
wluH did God say to htinV 
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-' Sti’engi liened by this promise, Jacob made his 
way to the "city of Nahor,” or Haran, in northern 
Mesopotamia and got in touch with the family of 
his mother Rebekah. (Genesis 24:10-15; 27:42, 
43; 28:10) Within the next thirty-one years Jacob 
became the father of twelve sons and a daughter* 
t>inah. and other unnamed daughters. (Genesis 37: 
35; 46:7) The last of the twelve sons, Benjamin, 
was bom near Bethlehem after Jacob's return to 
the Promised Land after God’s angel had given 
him the surname Israel. Ilis father Isaac died 
years after Jacob's twelfth son was born. (Genesis 
35:16-29; 32:24-28) It was not God's will that 
those twelve sons of Jacob or Israel should become 
twelve separate nations, with only one of such na¬ 
tions inheriting the rights and privileges of God's 
covenant with Abraham. Instead, the twelve sons 
of Jacob or Israel clung together to form one 
nation, but composed of twelve related tribes. This 
nation did prove to be the particular "seed” that 
went through the affliction foretold by God when 
making the formal covenant with Abraham for 
the possessing of the Promised Land, How did 
that nation do so? 

51 Under the guiding providence of Jehovah God, 
Jacob and his children and their families moved 
down to the foreign land of Egypt during the 
course of a seven-year famine in that general area. 
That w as in the year 1728 B.C.E., ten years after 
the death of his father Isaac. Jacob’s eleventh son, 
Joseph, was then serving as Food Administrator 
of Egypt. Jacob (Israel) died down there, after 
prophesying over his sons. Over his fourth son, 
Judah, he spoke a prophecy having to do with 
Kingdom rule, saying: "The scepter will nor turn 

23. caJ Into what did the Offspring Of the twelve sons of Jacob 
or Israel develop? fb) Which nation proved to bo the ’’seed" that. 
undrnvviiV the aillicllon foretold to Abraham v 

24, 2S. la> How did Jacob and his totcrndfmti cation to be in 

KKypt? <t» bJt**slnjs his. sens before his own dcttth, whai 

did Jacob prophen about his icm Judah T 
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aside from Judah, neither the commander’s staff 
from between his feet, until Shiloh | meaning ‘The 
One Whose It Is’] comes; and to him the obedience 
of the people will belong.”—Genesis 49:10. 

■ 5 Concerning Jacob’s final words the prophet 
Moses wrote: “AH these are the twelve tribes of 
Israel, and this Is what, their father spoke to them 
when he was blessing them. He blessed them 
each one according to his own blessing.” (Genesis 
49:28) Fifty-four years later on Joseph himself 
died. In 1657 B,CE. 

?,r The twelve tribes of Israel kept on growing 
in number in Egypt's province of Goshen, This 
frightened the Egyptian government. So it took 
measures to stop this growth, finally decreeing 
that all boy babies ham should bo thrown into the 
Nile River and thus all future fathers of the twelve 
tribes of Israel be killed off. Great was the afflic¬ 
tion upon them, just as God foretold in Genesis 
15:13. At this time Moses was born in the tribe of 

Levi and was 
saved fro m 
death in the 
Nile River. He 
was brough t up 
in the court of 
the king of 
Egypt, but, be¬ 
cause of light¬ 
ing for his op¬ 
pressed people, 
he was obliged 
to flee for his 
life from 
Egypt, Thus 
while he was 

shepherding 

36, 27, (a) What affliction upon the Iswlltcs In EUp'Pt? 

Cbt Who whs Mos^s, and In whoso tinnier was ho comir. nexJ 

to lead th? enslaved Israelites out of Ejgypt ? 
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his father-in-law’s sheep at Mount Horcb in Ara¬ 
bia, God chose him to lead the enslaved people of 
Israel out of Egypt and toward the Promised Land. 
If the Israelites down in EjjgypL asked Moses who 
sent him to them, what was Moses to say? 

2 T “Then God said once more to Moses: ‘This is 
what you are to say to the sons of Israel, “Jehovah 
I lie God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you.’' This is my name to time indefinite, 
arid this is the memorial of me to generation after 
generation/ "—Exodus 3:15, 


- ' Ten times the Pharaoh oir King of Egypt re¬ 
fused Jehovah’s demand through Moses and his 
brother Aaron that he let the twelve tribes of 


Israel go free from slavery and leave Egypt in 
order to worship and serve Their God Jehovah. The 



^ - 


tenth refusal 
was followed 
by a tenth 
plague on all 
Egyp t, t h e 
death of all its 
firstborn of 
man and beasrL 
The firstborn 
of the Israelites 
were passed 
over because 
their family 
heads killed 


the passover 

lamb on the fourteenth day of the lunar month of 
Nison, marked their doorways with its blood, and 
stayed indoors that night, eating the roast lamb 


with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Now in 


fear and broken in spirit. Pharaoh, tinder pressure 


23. 29. Altii.ou.sh Pfajuraob repeatedly refused to Crve the Is- 

rn elites, why did lie finally tell litero to so? (to How nmny years 
was this after Abraham h;vd first entered the Promised Limit 
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of the Egyptians, told the Israelites that night lo 
leave the country. They proceeded to do so. Re¬ 
markably, that was four hundred and thirty years 
from when their faithful forefather Abraham 
obeyed Jehovah God and crossed the Euphrates 
River to enter the Promised Land* Thus we read: 

2a “And tiie dwelling of the sons of Israel, who 
had dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty 
years. And it came about at the end of the four 
hundred and thirty years, it even came about on 
this very day that all the armies of Jehovah went 
out of the kind of Egypt. It is a night for ob¬ 
servance with regard to Jehovah for bringing them 
out of the land of Egypt/*—Exodus 12:40-42. 

However, in his prophecy lo Abraham at the 
making or the covenant for the Promised Land, 
Jehovah God mentioned just four hundred years of 
affliction. Was there, then, a miscalculation ? No; 
for Abraham's son Isaac was born in 1918 B.CX, 
four hundred and five years before the passover 
night of Israel's liberation from Egypt, and so the 
affliction of Abraham's seed began when Isaac was 
weaned at five years of age and the half-Egyptian 
Ishmael afflicted Isaac by “poking fun” at him, 
mockingly playing; with him. From then the af¬ 
fliction of Abraham’s natural seed continued for 
four hundred years, till 1513 B.C.E. lienee God 
had not lied in this regard* 

M Moreover, the Israelites were to return to the 
Promised Land “in the fourth generation" from 
when their forefather Jacob (Israel) entered 
Egypt. This matter of generations can be reckoned 
through in two ways in but one tribe: In the tribe 
of Levi by (1) 1 *evi; (2) Kohath; (3) Amram; 
and (4) Moses, who led the Israelites to the eastern 
border of the Promised Land before he died. Or, 

30 For how many years, though, did Abraham's stfi.nl undergo 
simictLon, as. Grid hftd foretold, and ttow so? 

31, Did the Israelites return to the- Promised I.inid ''in the fourth 
generation," ns h;i4 been promised? 
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by CD Levi; (2) Jochebed, the daughter of Levi 
(Numbers 26:59-63); and (3) Aaron; and (4) Ele- 
azar\ who entered the Promised Land, (Joshua 
14:1) So neither in his prophecy concerning this 
matter was Jehovah God found to be lying. 

“Since these two details mentioned in connec¬ 
tion with God's covenant with Abraham were ful¬ 
filled exactly on the twelve tribes of Israel, it 
proves that they were the natural “seed” of Abra¬ 
ham whom God had in mind. They were the ones 
whom he chose to inherit the Promised Land from 
their forefather Abraham and they were the ones 
through whom a blessing was to come to all the 
families and nations of the earth. Not that all the 
nation of Israel would serve for a blessing to all 
mankind, but that the “seed” of the woman, whom 
God promised in the garden of Eden according to 
Genesis 3:15, would come through the nation of 
Israel. It was just as the former Jewish Pharisee, 
Saul of Tarsus, wrote to Christians in Rome: 

31 “Not all who spring from Israel are really 
‘Israel' Neither because they are Abraham's seed 
are they all children, but: ‘What will be called 
"your seed” will be through Isaac.* That is, the 
children in the flesh are not really the children of 
God, but the children by the promise are counted 
as the seed/*—Romans 9:6-8. 

34 So a person’s fleshly connection with Abra¬ 
ham or even with Isaac and Jacob is not wholly 
the determining tiling in this case. 

35 From here on we can let a sabitath-day sermon 
given In a Jewish synagogue in Antioch of Pisidia 
of Asia Minor quickly summarize the history of 

3^'34. <a> What people, thertlore, proved to ixr lho ones through 
whom a hlesy-lag wu to conit to all the faxntties of the earth? 
Chi Does this mean that all that nation would ho a blessing to 
nil mankind, and how does what a Jew Iron) Tarsus wrote to 
Christians in Home shti! Light on this? 

35, 30. A^ explained in Acts 13:16-23, what was the history ot the 
I^raLiltu. from the time of their loavlnjc Sjgypt until the days of 
King David? 
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natural Israel for us. From Acts 13:16-23 we 
quote: 

m “You Israelites and you others that fear God, 
hear. The God of this people Israel chose our fore¬ 
fathers, and he exalted the people during their 
alien residence in the land of Egypt and brought 
them out of it with an uplifted arm. And for a 
period of about forty years he put up with their 
manner of action in the wilderness. After destroy¬ 
ing seven nations in the land of Canaan, he dis¬ 
tributed the land to them by lot: all that during 
about four hundred and fifty years. And after 
these things he gave them judges until Samuel the 
prophet. B-ut from then on they demanded a king, 
and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of 
the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. And after 
removing him, he raised up for them David as 
king, respecting whom he bore witness and said, 
T have found David the son of Jesse, a man agree¬ 
able to my heart, who will do all the things I de¬ 
sire/ From the offspring of this man according to 
his promise God has brought to Israel a savior, 
Jesus.” 

* T King David made grand preparations for 
building a most costly temple to Jehovah on Mount 
Moriah at Jerusalem. However, David’s son and 
successor to the throne, Solomon, built the temple. 
For four hundred and twenty years it stood. On 
one occasion during the reign of King Jehoshapha i 
the city of Jerusalem came under threat of assault 
by the combined enemy forces of Moab, Ammon 
and Airnnonlm (Meunim) from Mount Seir. So 
the king gathered all his subjects to this temple 
of Jehovah and prayed ! or deliverance, saying: 
4 'Did not you yourself, O God of ours, drive away 
the inhabitants of this land from before your peo¬ 
ple Israel and then give it to the seed of Abraham, 

37. At the temple built by David's son SoUm.on, witaL mention 
of the seed of Abraham was made in prayer in the days of Kins 
Jehoahaptmt. and bow did God respond? 
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your lover for, friend], to time Indefinite?” 
(2 Chronicles 20:7) God answered the prayer of 
King Jehoshaphat and his subjects at his temple 
and caused the destruction of the combined Ene¬ 
mies before ever they got near Jerusalem. 
—2 Chronicles 20:1-20. 

*" Over the centuries the most of that “seed of 
Abraham” fell away from the pure worship of Je¬ 
hovah God and defiled his holy temple. In retribu¬ 
tion God let the 'a by Ionian armies destroy the 
temple in the year 607 B,C*J0U and for seventy 
years the land lay desolate without inbabjiant. 
Meantime the thousands of the surviving Israelites 
were exiles in the distant territories of Babylon, 

** However, more than a hundred and twenty- 
five years before that Jehovah God had inspired 
his prophet Isaiah to foretell the regathering of 
his people from their exile at even the extremities 
of the earth, to rebuild the temple of worship Lit 
Jerusalem. He reminded them of their relation¬ 
ship to him, saying: “But you, O Israel, are my 
servant, you, O Jacob, whom I have chosen, the 
seed of Abraham my friend; you, whom I have 
taken hold of from the extremities of the earth, 
and you, whom I have called even from the remote 
parts of it. And so I said to you, 4 You are my ser¬ 
vant; X have chosen you, and I have not rejected 
you/ "—Isaiah 41:8, 9. 

40 Tn the year 537 B.CJS. a faithful remnant of 
Israelites came back from exile in Babylon for 
the purpose of rebuilding the temple on its original 
location in Jerusalem. They began by building an 
altar at the location of the former one and offer¬ 
ing sacrifices to Jehovah. But because of enemy 
interference it was first twenty-one years later 

38. Old that "SMd of Abnham" hold Urmly to the worship of 
Jebovn h, uriU ao what tlnaJlv occurred* 

J9. 40. (a) before this, tv Hi it clid Jehovah through his proph¬ 

et IsnioJi foretell ai to the re go l he ring of the txlled "seed of Ahm- 
fi.uii," and wham did that regathennK take place? tb> How long 
did the rebuilt tenipde stand, and wlvit happened to the lnhabl- 
of Jutico lifter that.? 




tiOQ 'THINGS IN WHICH IT Ib IMPOSSiBLE FOR GOD TO LIE ' 

that the temple was finished on Mount Moriah. 
(Ezra 3:1 to 6:15) This temple, which later under¬ 
went a remodeling, stood for five hundred and 
eighty-live year's and same months; Then it was 
destroyed, in the year 70 of our Common Era, by 
the Roman armies, to fuTfill the prophecies of 
Jesus the royal descendant of King David* (Mat¬ 
thew 23:37* 38; 24:1-16: Duke 19:41-45: 21:5-34) 
The inhabitants of Judea who survived the de¬ 
struction of Jerusalem and its temple—reportedly 
97,000 of them—were "led captive into all the 
nations/’—Duke 21:24. 

41 Since that disastrous year the 1st a elites or 
Jews have been without a temple on Mount Mo¬ 
riah in Jerusalem, and also without a genuine 
priestliood in the family line of Aaron the brother 
of the prophet Moses. (Exodus 28:1 to 29:44) 
Each year they go through a form of celebrating 
Uie solemn Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur ), but 
they are unable to celebrate it according to the 
way prescribed in the ancient haw of Moses, So it 
does not even typically lake away their sins and 
bring them back into favor with the God of Abra¬ 
ham* Isaac and Jacob. They continue to be a scat¬ 
tered people. 

*'■ The modem Israelites had to fight with tra¬ 
ditional enemies to reestablish themselves in a 
small part of the land that the ancient kingdom of 
Israel once ruled. They continue to be a persecuted 
people, upon whom have been fulfilled during the 
past nineteen hundred years things foretold by the 
prophet Moses in I„eviticus 26:14-41 and Deuter¬ 
onomy 28:15-68. Instead of all the nations of the 
earth blessing themselves by means of those natu¬ 
ral descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
many of the nations curse the Jews and their po- 

43. What has continued to be the sit nation with the Jew# since 
then ? 

42. Have these scattered natural of AbrJibmn proved 

Uj lx? hi* "seed” t>y means of whom nil nations would hU-r-s ttu-ni- 
Sfi\ es? 
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litical Republic of Israel. The Jews support the 
international orj^mization, the United Nations, of 
which the Republic of Israel has been a member 
since May 11, 1940. They have made themselves 
a part of the nations that are marching to Har— 
Magedon, to the “war of the great day of God 
the Almighty.” (Revelation 16:13-16) From the 
present-day facts* not to mention statements of 
the inspired Holy Bible* it is very evident that 
those scattered natural descendants of Abraham 
are not the “seed of Abraham” by means of whom 
all the nations of the? earth were to bless them¬ 
selves. 

4;: Take courage* however, God’s promise and 
purpose have not failed. He will not prove to be 
a liar in this matter of such importance to all man¬ 
kind. By a marvelous arrangement he will have his 
“seed of Abraham” for the blessing of all mankind 
regardless of race or color. Years after Jerusalem's 
temple was destroyed in the year 70 C.E. and the 
natural Israelites were scattered Gad gave a reve¬ 
lation to a Christian Jew, the apostle John* and 
pointed ahead to the producing of the full number 
of the true “seed of Ahraham." In this revelation 
from God as given in the last book of the Holy 
Bible, writ ten about 96 GX. .focirs writes: 

44 “And I saw another angel ascending from the 
sunrising, having a seal of the living God; and he 
cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom 
it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 
saying: ‘l>o not harm the earth or the sea or the 
trees, until after we have scaled the slaves of our 
God in their foreheads/ And r heard the numlrr 
of those who were sealed, a hundred and forty- 
four thousand, sealed out of every bribe of the 
sons of Israel: Out of the tribe of Judah twelve 
thousand sealed; out of the tribe of Reuben twelve 


43, 4-1. i a > r>o*s this tn<'■ ‘ f: Dial God s purpose for the btessimt of 
n.H mankind ilnough the ’'eetd of Abraham " has falkhrt? *h> In 
itits connection, what did. Gcd resell to the spa^tte John? 
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tli o us and; out of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand; 
out of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand; out of 
the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand; out of the 
tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand; out of the 
tribe of Simeon twelve thousand; out of the tribe 
of Levi twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Isga- 
dliar twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Zebulun 
twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Joseph twelve 
thousand; out of the tribe of Benjamin twelve 
thousand sealed*”—Revelation 1:2-8* 

42 Up till that revelation the exact number of 
xhe true “seed of Abraham” was unknown to man¬ 
kind^ like the unnumbered stars of the heavens and 
the sand grains on the seashore. Later in the reve¬ 
lation to John these 144,000 sealed *'slaves'’ of 
God are seen in company with the principal mem¬ 
ber of the “seed of Abraham." John writes: 

“And I saw, and, look! the Lamb standing 
upon the Mount Zion, and wit n him a hundred and 
forty-four thousand having his name and the name 
of his Lather written on their foreheads. And I 
heard a sound out of heaven as the sound of many 
waters and as the sound of loud thunder; and the 
sound that I heard was as of singers who accom¬ 
pany themselves on the harp playing on their 
harps. And they are singing as if a new song before 
the throne and before the Tour living creatures 
and the older persons; and no one was able to 
masl. r that song but the hundred and forty-four 
thousand, who have been bought from the earth.” 
—Revelation 14:1-3, 

* T The sacrifice of this one called 41 the Lamb” 
resulted in purchasing these 144,000 “sons of Is¬ 
rael” from the earth, and so it has more power 
than the sacrifice of a literal four-looted lamb. 

18,46. In Rovolnttnn 14:1-3, where and In wlmse company ara 
Ihaso 144,000 "alava" of Odd shown, to be? 

47. (a) Mow docs "the Lamb" prove to bo one i hrough whom all 
mankind Can obtain an ever lasting < h > What l» the 

Moujit Zion where the symbolic Lamb anil his. 144.000 followers 
are t,ho\\s to be. and how does* it SilOLC n t;o -kind? 
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(He vela lion 5:9 P 10) This Is the kind of sacrifice 
that all mankind needs in order to bless itself. So 
through this principal one of the true 4 "seed of 
Abraham” they will receive everlasting blessing 
from Jehovah Cod. This symbolic Lamb and his 
144*000 4 “sons of Israel” stand upon the symbolic 
Mount Zion. This Mount Zion was foreshadowed 
by the earthly Mount Zion on which King David 
put his royal throne and set up his capital city. 
(2 Samuel 5:4-9) The symbolic Mount Zion is 
therefore the seat of government that is high er 
than the earth, on which the symbolic Lamb and 
his 114,000 followers who have been ‘Thought 
from the earth” rule over all the rest of mankind 
after God’s kingdom is established in the heavens. 

The symbolic Lamb anti his 144,000 sealed 
followers are the true "seed of Abraham” by whom 
all the nations of the earth must hi ess 1 1i emselves. 
How they become the promised seed of Abraham 
the friend of God, despite the failure of the larger 
part of the nation of natural Israel, we shall see 
in another chapter. 


Si* who make up the truf “M-ed, of Abrtiham" by of 

whom a II nations must biffs* nurmselves ? 




CHAPTER 


The Human Coming 

of the Prophet 

Like Moses 


FIE prophet Moses was a member of the 
natural seed of Abraham the friend of 
God, Necessarily the promised prophet who was 
to be like Moses must likewise be a member of the 
natural “seed of Abraham*** Moses belonged to the 
tribe of Levi, who was a great-grandson of the 
patriarch Abraham. When we count from this 
Levi the son of Jacob, Moses proves to be in the 
fourth generation from Levi, and was born in Ihe 
year 1593 B.C.E. in the land of Egypt in a north¬ 
eastern section called Goshen. (Exodus 2:1-10; 
6:17-20) However, to be like Moses it was not re¬ 
quired of the promised prophet like him to be bora 
in the tribe of Levi. His future work required him 
to be born in a different one of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, namely, in the tribe of Judah. 

3 In the month of Si van of 1513 B.C.E., or in 
the third month after Moses led the twelve tribes 
of 1 st ael out of Egypt and across the Red Sea into 
Arabia, God brought them to the Toot of Mount 

1. Of whom was Masi's a descendant, and so of what people must 
the promised prophet like Moses he a member? 

2. Through whom as mcdi-iitor did God nutko a covenant with the 
nation uf larjLvl ul Mount SJnnl? 

204 
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Sinai. While they were encamped 1 here, God called 
Moses up Mount Sinai for him to act as a go- 
between or mediator in making a covenant or 
solemn contract between God and the nation of 
Israel, God told Moses to tell them: “Now if you 
will strictly obey my voice and will indeed keep 
my covenant, then you will certainly become my 
special property out of all other peoples, because 
the whole earth belongs to me. And you yourselves 
will become to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation/* The nation of Israel agreed to enter into 
a covenant with God, saying: “All that Jehovah 
has spoken we are willing to do/*—Exodus 19:1-9. 

■Several days later Moses brought the people 
out of their encampment to the base of Mount 
Sinai. God displayed his presence on top of Mount 
Sinai h\ lire, smoke, lightnings and a quakin 
of the whole mountain, together with trumpet 
sounds. Then God proclaimed the Ten Command¬ 
ments, which were to become binding on the na¬ 
tion of Israel, (Exodus 19:16 to 20:17) At the 
miraculous sights and sounds the Israelites grew 
very frightened. In fear they said to their media¬ 
tor Moses: “You speak with us, and let us listen; 
but let not God speak with us for fear we may 
die/* So tlie people kept their distance from the 
mountain, but Moses went up Into the cloud-mass 

where God’s representative angel was. (Exodus 
20:18-21) Later Moses himself told the Israelites 
what Jehovah said regarding their request: 

4 4 'At that Jehovah said to me, 'They have done 
well In speaking what they did. A prophet I shall 
raise up for them from the midst of their brothers, 
like you; and I shall indeed pul my words in his 
mouth, and he will certainly speak to them all that 
I shall command him. And it must occur that the 


3. (a) How did Go<] m:ir.if * 1 st r.,.-, rreseni-e Lli«-r<? at Mount 

Sinai? ft>> W|)«aa Mossftji wettt u;> im.o tfii* mnuntAln on that oeva- 
ston. what did Jehovah 1HJ hten coticvrninji a futoro i»roa>h :■ 
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man who will not listen to my words that, he will 
speak in ray name, I shall myself require an ac¬ 
count from him/ ”—Deuteronomy 18:17-19. 

a Tn the fortieth year after that, when Moses 
was nearing his death* he warned his people 
against the demonism practiced by the native in¬ 
habitants of the Promised Land. Moses said: 
‘'These nations whom you are dispossessing used 
to listen to those practicing magic and to those 
who divine; but as for you, Jehovah your God 
has not given you anything like this. A prophet 
from your own midst, From your brothers, like me, 
is what Jehovah your God will raise up for you 
—to him you people should listen—in response to 
all that you asked of Jehovah your God in Horeh 
on the day of the congregation, saying, ‘Do not 
let me hear again the voice of Jehovah my God, 
and this great fire do not let me see any more, 
that I may not die/” (Deuteronomy 18:14-16) 
Thus God promised a future Mediator, a future 
Prophet like Moses, for whom they should wait 
rather than give themselves over to demonized 
magicians and diviners. 

<J More than a thousand years after Moses died 
the promised prophet like him had not yet come, 
but the last prophet of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
.Malaohi. spoke for God. saying: "Remember, you 
people, the law of Moses my servant with which 
I commanded him In Horeb concerning all Israel, 
even regulations and judicial decisions. Lookt I 
am sending to you people Elijah the prophet be¬ 
fore the coming of the great and fear-Inspiring 
day of Jehovah/* (Malaehi 1:4, 5) This indicated 
that the prophet like Moses, as well as one like 
Elijah, was yet to come. But God was timing 
matters. 


5. Rather than their 33struins to magicians and diviners, for 
whom did Mnsps at the end uf his life his people to wait? 

G More than a thousand years later, what elks mra.nee* did Cod 
give through hi* prophet Mata chi ? 
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7 About four and a half more centuries passed* 
and then in the year 3 B.C.E. God had it an¬ 
nounced that a special prophet was to be bom, 
in the tribe of Levi, In the family of the high 
priest Aaron the brother of Moses. Was this to be 
the promised prophet like Moses? No! For, inside 
the temple of Jerusalem, God's angel Gabriel told 
Zechariah the priest: “Your wife Elizabeth will 
become mother to a son to you, and you are to 
call his name John. . . . and many of the sons of 
Israel will he turn back to Jehovah their GodL 
Also, he will go before him with Elijah’s spirit 
and power/ 1 (Luke 1:8-17) So this John the son 
of priest Zechariah was to be a prophet like Elijah, 
in fulfillment of Malachi's prophecy. 

* Within six months of that announcement con¬ 
cerning John’s coming birth the angel Gabriel an¬ 
nounced the coming birth of an everlasting heir to 
King Dnvid. So this one was to be bom in the 
tribe of Judah and in the royal family of David. 
In the town of Nazareth in the province of Galilee 
tile angel Gabriel told the virgin Jewess Mary, a 
descendant of King David: “You will conceive in 
your womb and give birth to a son, and you are 
to call his name Jesus. This one will be great and 
will be called Son of the Most High; and Jehovah 
God will give him the throne of David his father, 
and he will rule as king over the house of Jacob 
forever, and there will he no end of his kingdom.” 

•This Jesus was to have no human father, hut, 
as Gabriel said to Mary, “holy spirit will come 
upon you, and power of the Most High will over¬ 
shadow you. For that reason also what is bom will 
be called holy, God ? s Son. . . . with God no declara¬ 
tion will be an impossibility. 11 —Luke 1:26-37. 

7. (»> In Use- year 3 IVC-3E,, whose birth was forrlnld to the iiriesl 
ZccheirinlT? (b) L.lke what irroribet was he to bo? 

3. Within six month# angelic announcement was matte about what 
other birth, ami In what Hue of descent? 

&. Whose son really wus LhL;- and how so? 
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10 Jesus the Son of the Most High God was to 
have John as his forerunner, for, when John was 
l>om in a city of Judah in the spring of 2 B.C*E„ 
his father Zechariah prophesied over him: “As 
for you, young child, you will be called a prophet 
of the Most High, for you will go in advance be¬ 
fore Jehovah to make his ways ready, to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness 
of their sins, because of the tender compassion of 
our God. ,n —Luke 1:57-78. 



gels appeared and said 
unitedly: “Glory in the 
heights above to God, 
and upon earth peace 
among men of good 
will.” Without delay 


11 In the early autumn of that same year, in the 
nearby city of Bethlehem in Judah, Mary gave 
birth to Jesus. Thus he was born in the birthplace 
of King David, to whom he was to be the perma¬ 
nent Heir. That same night, out in the fields near 
the city, Jehovah’s angel appeared to shepherds 
and announced Jesus' birth, saying: “Have no 
fear, for, look! X am declaring to you good nows 
of a great joy that all Lhe people will have, because 
there was born to you today a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord, in Da¬ 
vid's city/* Then a 
heavenly army of an- 


10. F*or wh in wita John to be Use lorerminer, tM prophesied at 
his birth? 

11 Where was Jesus bom. and what remarlinhle thine occurred 
m?rtr the city at the time of his oirih? 














THE HUMAN COMING OF THE PJtOPHET LIKE MOSES 209 

the shepherds followed the angel's direction 
and found the newborn Jesus, who was to be 
:in:;-inted to be t. \ i c c v . - r 1 :js t i n;: Heir and T /;■ ?’d of 

King David. (Luke 2: 1-20) The word ‘'Christ’' is 
Greek and, like the Hebrew word Messiah, means 
“Anointed One." 

12 Not long afterward things began happening to 
Jesus the Son of the Most High God like those 
that happened to the prophet Moses. Moses was 
born in Egypt at a time when Pharaoh the king 
had said that all newborn Hebrew boys should be 
killed by being thrown into the Nile River. But 
Moses was saved from such a death. {Exodus 1:22 
to 2: lO) As regards Jesus, some time after he had 
been circumcised as a Jew and had been presented 
as a firstborn son at the temple in Jerusalem, 
some Oriental astrologers came to aged King Her¬ 
od the Great of Jerusalem and announced the birth 
of a buy who was to be “king of the Jews." It 
was no son of diseased old So, in fear for 

his family, he sent the astrologers to Bethlehem, 
the city indicated by the prophecy of Micah 5:2, 
ro locate thi 1 babe who threatoned Herod's royal 
line. When the astrologer did not report back to 
King Henx>d, he sent soldiers to Bethlehem to kill 
off all boys there two years old and younger, thus 
to make sure of killing the “one born king of the 
J©W5S. w (Matthew* 2:1-12, 16-18) But, like Moses, 
the boy Jesus was preserved alive. How? 

15 After the astrologers had visited Jesus in a 
house in Bethlehem, an angel told his foster-father 
Joseph to leave at once and take the child to Egypt, 
and stay there until Herod the king of Jerusalem 
died. “So he got up and took along the young child 
and its mother by night and withdrew into Egypt, 
and he stayed there until the decease of Herod, 
for that to be fulfilled which was spoken by Jeho- 


12. Uke Mows, how wus Jv$im savtd from df.-ith when he was 
u young child T 

13, 14. Like Mus«, how was Jesus called out of Egypt by God? 
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vah through his prophet, saying: ‘Out of Egypt 
I called my son/ " (Matthew 2:13-15} When, 
alter King Herod’s death, Joseph brought Jesus 
out of Egypt and back to the Promised Land, it 
was a further fulfillment of the prophecy of Hosea 
11:1, which reads: “When Israel was a boy, then 
I loved him, and out of Egy|*t I called my son/’ 
The prophet Moses came out with Israel 

14 To Pharaoh Icing of Egypt, Jehovah God had 
spoken by Moses concerning the whole nation of 
Israel as a son, as "my first-born/’ (Exodus 4:22} 
Mnsrs was :i part of that nation, and thus v\ hen 
Jehovah called the whole nation as his firstborn 
son “out of Egypt/" he also called Moses as na¬ 
tional leader out of Egypt* So Hosea 11:1 pointed 
both backward to Israel and Moses and forward 
to Jesus, 

16 In Hebrews 11:24-26 we read: “By faith Mo¬ 
ses, when grown up, refused to be called the son 
of the daughter of Pharaoh, choosing to be ill- 
treated with the people of God rather than to have 
the temporary enjoyment of sin, because he es¬ 
teemed the reproach of the Christ as riches great¬ 
er than the treasures of Egypt; for he looked 
intently toward the payment of the reward/' 

le After Moses took his stand as being a Hebrew 
rather than an Egyptian, Jehovah God anointed, 
that is to say, appointed Moses lo be his prophet, 
and as such Moses was “the Christ*’ or “the 
Anointed (Appointed) One/' Of course, too, Je¬ 
hovah's spirit was upon Moses as a prophet. (JMum¬ 
bers 11; 16, 17, 24, 25) In that way Moses was 
“the Christ" of that time; but in order to come 
into that privileged position he had to give up the 
“treasures of Egypt" and Jet himself “be ill-treated 
with the people of God" and thus suffer reproach. 
But to Moses such “reproach of the Christ" was 
riches greater than all of Egypt’s wealth* 


Hi, 16. W)<y iioe& Hebri'WK, chapter 11, refer to Moses as "the 
Christ." .mil appro[>rt*r-f^2y so? 
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lT As regards Jesus, according to the angel's an¬ 
nouncement at his birth in J3ethlehem he was to 
become a “Savior, who is Christ the Lord/* When 
did he become Christ or ‘‘Anointed One"? After 
tiie prophet John the son of priest Zechariah baj>- 
tized Jesus in the Jordan River. Then Jesus was 
anointed with God's holy spirit, for we read, in 
Luke 3:21 -23 : “Now when all the people were bap¬ 
tized, Jesus also was baptized and, as he was 
pra> Ing, the heaven was opened up and the holy 
spirit in bodily shape like a dove came down upon 
him, and a voice came out of heaven: ‘You are 
my Son, the beloved; I have approved you.’ Fur¬ 
thermore. Jesus himself, when he commenced his 
work, was about thirty years old. 1 ' 

''Some days after Jesus was baptized, Simon 
Peter of Galilee met him. (John l:3o-42) Later on 
Peter said to interested non-Jews: “You know the 
subject that was talked about throughout the 
whole of Judea, staiding from Galilee after the 
baptism that John preached, namely, Jesus who 
was from Nazareth, how God anointed him with 
holy spirit and power, and he went through the 
land doing good and healing all those oppressed by 
the X>evil; because God was with him." ( Acts 10: 
37, 38) Not at birth, but at thirty years of age 
Jesus became Christ or “Anointed One.” He ap¬ 
plied to himself Isaiah's prophecy concerning the 
anointing with Jehovah's spirit. (Isaiah 61:1-3; 
Luke 4:16-21) Privately, to a Samaritan woman, 
he admitted that he was the Christ or Messiah. 
“The woman said to him: 'I know that Messiah is 
coming, who is called Christ. Whenever that one 
arrives, he will declare nil things to us openly/ 
Jesus said t.o her: T who am speaking to you am 
he/”—John -1:25, 26. 


17, IS (a) When and how did Jesuit .icluully become “Chi - I n I” 7 
{b> ilcv,- did JVsms. himself aiMcttowIedge that he 'r,:vi been, 
rtnoinu-d hy .1 abovah. that be was thu Christ? 
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TTRMSHINfl fREDENTIAI S AS GOO'S PROPHET 

511 To prove i hat he was sent by God, both to the 
Hebrews and to the Egyptians, Moses performed 
many remarkable miracles or powerful works. He 
was used to bring ten plagues upon Egypt, to lead 
the Israelites across the spilt Red Sea and bring 
the waters back again while Pharaoh and the 
Egyptian pursuit forces were trying to cross; and 
in the wilderness of the peninsula of Sinai he per¬ 
formed a number of miracles. Thus he furnished 
ample credentials to prove that he was Jehovah's 
prophet and mediator. (Psalms 78:12-54; 105:23- 
43; 106;7-22J No less so than Moses, Jesus Christ 
performed many miracles to furnish evidence of 
this kind that God had sent him and was with him. 
With a word he calmed the raging sea of Galilee 
that threatened to capsize the boat in which he 
and his apostles were crossing; he even walked on 
its waters to join them in their boat. (Matthew 8: 
23-27; 14:23-34) When John the Baptist, who had 
been imprisoned by King Herod Anti pas, sent to 
Jesus to ask whether he was the Christ or a fore¬ 
runner, here is what happened: 

‘ "In that hour he cured many of sicknesses and 
grievous diseases and wicked spirits, and granted 
many blind persons the favor of seeing. Hence in 
answer h v said to the t.n o i«.ILscipJt?s of John i : ’Go 
your way, report to John what you saw and heard: 
the blind are receiving sight, the lame are walk¬ 
ing, the lepers are being cleansed and the deaf 
are hearing, the dead are being raised up, the 
poor are being told the good news. And happy is 
he who has not stumbled over me.’ ”—Luke 7:18- 
23; also Matthew 11:2-6. 

- 1 Moses never raised anyone from the dead, but 
Jesus raised a number of dead persons.—Luke 7: 
11-16; 8:41-56; John 11:1-46. 

lSMii. (a.1 Uktr Musi's, whm miracles did Jdsus perform to prow 
that he bad tx^sm sent by God ? 4 b) Wtrnt mira<mlous works diet 
Jesus perform that far e\wtHlrd artvthlnu that Moses had dortev 
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** Many persons began to believe that Jesus was 
the promised prophet like Moses. “When the men 
saw the signs he performed, they began to say: 
‘This is for a certainty the prophet that was to 
come into the world, 1 ” When he was speaking at 
the temple in Jerusalem, “some of the crowd that 
heard these words began saying: ‘This is for a 
certainty The Prophet/ Others were saying: ‘This 
is the Christ/” (John 6:14; 7*40, 41) Jesus did 
not publicly advertise himself as being the Christ 
and the promised prophet like Moses. lie let his 
matchless works testify as to who he was, lie said 
to doubting ones: ‘T have the witness greater than 
that of John, for the very works that my Father 
assigned me to accomplish, the works themselves 
that I am doing, bear witness about me that the 
Father dispatched me. In fact, if you believed 
Moses you would believe me, for that one wrote 
about me/'—John 5:36, 46. 

33 When Moses came to the Hebrews to lead 
them out of their slavery in Egypt, he came in the 
name of Jehovah, the God of their forefathers. 
When sending Moses irom Arabia back to Egypt, 
God told Moses: “You go, and you must gather 
the older men of Israel, and you must say to them, 
'Jehovah I he God of your forefathers has ap¬ 
peared to me* the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, saying: *T will without fail give attention 
to you arid to what is being done to you in 
Egypt.” ’ " Back in Egypt, Moses asked Pharaoh 
in the name of Jehovah to let the Israelites go 
free. But Pharaoh said: “Who is Jehovah, so that 
1 should obey his voice to send Israel away? I do 
not know Jehovah at all and, what is more, I am 

22. < .il Who tlJd many that heurd Jesus nud s.-iw the elfins he 
performed believe tilm to be? (b| WTuit did Jcsiw say bora wlt> 
ruMss to Jiia Identity, and who did he say had written ni>out him? 

23. in whose name did Moseg apeak both to the tsnieiitiui unii 
vo I'^yitL'z Ftutruoh ? 
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not going la send Israel away/ 1 Later, before 
sending Moses and his brother Aaron back to 
Pharaoh, “God went on to sxjeak to Moses and to 
say to him: *1 am Jehovah. And I used to appeal' 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as God Almighty, 
but as respects my name Jehovah I did not make 
myself known to them/' 1 (Exodus 3:16: 5:1, 2; 
6:2, 3) So Moses was now used to make God’s 
name known in a special way. 

14 Like Moses, Jesus came in the name of God 
his heavenly Father, To his unbelieving country¬ 
men he said: “I do not accept glory from men, 
hut I well know that you do not have the love of 
God in you. I have come in the name of my Father, 
but you do not receive me; if someone else ar¬ 
rived in his own name, you would receive that 
one.” (John 5:41-43) In a final prayer together 
with all his faithful apostles Jesus Christ said to 
God: “I have made your name manliest to the 
men you gave me out of the world. . _ . Holy Fa¬ 
ther, watch over them on account of your own 
name which you have given me, in order that they 
may be one just as we arc. When I was with them 
I used to watch over them on account of your own 
name which you have given me; and I have kept 
them/'—John 17:6, ll t 12* 

3J> Very plainly, then, Hebrews 2:11, 12 applies 
the fulfillment of Psalm 22:22 to Jesus Christ and 
says: “F6r this cause he is not ashamed to call 
them ’brothers,' as he says: ‘I will declare your 
name to rny brothers; in the middle of the congre¬ 
gation I will praise you with song/ M Yes, like 
Moses, Jesus published the name of Jehovah* What 
prophet before him or after him produced such 
credentials as Jesus Christ did to prove himself 
a true prophet sent by God? 


31 . 35. Wli-'tt flirt Jesus Of, showing iJuti he Loo ramc in the name 
of Cod. and ijo wli.it name did ho <5ccly.:v'.' 
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MEDIATOR 

** For the freeing of the Hebrews from slavery 
and oppression in demon-worshiping ISgypt, the 
prophet Moses was used by Jehovah God to intro¬ 
duce the pass- 

to 


over supper 
the Israelites 
on the four¬ 
teenth day of 
the lunar 
month Nisan, 
(Exodus 12; 
1-28, 39 r 43*40) 
What did Jesus 
Christ <ln that 
corresponded 
with this? 



- r As a faithful Jew Jesus kept the passover each 
year down to his last one, which he celebrated 
with his twelve apostles in Jerusalem on the night 
of Nisan 14 of the year 33 C.E. Alter 
that he let himself be slaughtered by his 
enemies as a sacrifice* like a human 
passover lamb, to fit!HD the prophetic 
meaning contained in the original pass* 
over celebrated down in Egypt in 
1513 B.CEL The prophecy of Isaiah 53:7 
had said concerning him* ‘Tie was being 
brought just like a sheep to the slaugh¬ 
tering; and like a 'owe that before her 
shearers has become mute, he also would 
not open hLs mouth/* (Acts 8:30-35) 

After Jesus was baptized and anointed 
with God’s spirit John the Baptist di¬ 
rected his awn disciples to Jesus and 
said; “See, the Lamb of God that takes 



27. la> In tiie year 33 C.E-. wftat dirt Jesus do ttwil mrre- 
.KpMuilod with the passover sne.ririo© Ir^stitutod Hi rough Mos-cs In 
f-«yplV 'In Where In the Scriptures Is Jesus; IdeiHUied a <3 a l.imb 
for sacrifice? 
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away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) Later, the 
apostle Paul plainly identified Jesus as the sym¬ 
bolic Lamb, saying: “Christ our passover has been 
sacrificed. Consequently, let us keep the festival.” 
(1 Corinthians 5:7, 8) So Moses provided the pro¬ 
phetic types; Jesus provided the realities of the 

things typified. 

55 The yearly celebration of the typical passover 
was made a part of the Law covenant that Moses 
was used as a mediator to establish between Jeho¬ 
vah God and lire nation of Israel. (Exodus 24:1-8; 
23:14, 15; Deuteronomy 16:1-8) Jesus Christ, for 
his part, made any further celebrating of the pass- 
over out of date and told his disciples to celebrate, 
instead, each year the “Lord’s evening meal” with 
unleavened bread and wine, to symbolize his own 
sacrifice as the Lamb of God. When he offered to 
them the common cup of wine to drink, he said: 
“This cup means the new covenant by virtue of 
my blood, which is to be poured out in vour be¬ 
half.” (Luke 22:14-20: Matthew 26:17-29) By 
those words Jesus pointed to the fact that he 
would be the Mediator of a new covenant between 
Jehovah God id! his faithful disciples, by means 
of his own human blood. 

In 1513 B.C.E. the prophet Moses mediated 
the Law covenant between the nation of natural 
Israel and Jehovah God. But that covenant was 
not to last forever, for, in the prophecy of Jere¬ 
miah 31:31-34, God-foretold the making of a dif¬ 
ferent covenant, a new covenant, a better covenant 
that would really take away human sins. 

J<, By the sacrifice of himself Jesus provided the 
sacrifice needed to put this new covenant into 
force with God. Thus Jesus became the Mediator 
of the promised “nev covenant.” With good rea- 

28. Why is Ui<* celebrating of the passover nnw nut of date, but 
wlmt is to be comm e morn ted by Christians? 

29, 30. (ft) As Moses mediated the Law covenant. wlmt role does 
Jesus have In imnacftLaa with the new covenant? (b) How do 
th(i Scriptures show this'' 
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son Ihe apostle Paul later wrote: "There Is one 
God, and one mediator between God and men, a 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a correspond¬ 
ing ransom for all.” (X Timothy 2:5, 6) Because 
Jesus rendered a belter service to God than that 
of Moses, Hebrews 8:6 says: “Now Jesus has ob¬ 
tained a more excellent public service, so that he 
is also the mediator of a correspondingly better 
covenant, which has been legally established upon 
better promises.** There was no woman mediator, 
or mediatrix, of the Law covenant. Moses' older 
sister Mary (or Miriam) was not used as a me¬ 
diatrix between God and Israel* (Numbers 12:1-15, 
Doutty Vers ton) Likewise, there is no mediatrix 
of the new covenant. So in this respect of being a 
mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ is 
a prophet like Moses. 

** In the last year of his earthly life Jesus was 

% s 

gloriously transfigured 50101*0 his apostles Peter, 
James and John on a lofty mountain, possibly 
Mount Hermon. During this transfiguration a 
visionary Moses and Klijah appeared to he with 
the glorified Jesus and talking with him "about 
his departure that he was destined to fulfill at 
Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:28-36; Matthew 17:1-9) Tile 
apostle Peter understood this association of Moses 
with Jesus to mean that Jesus was that promised 
Prophet foreshadowed by Moses. Peter said that, 
as a result of this transfiguration miracle in the 
“holy mountain/’ we "have the prophetic word 
made more sure/' including the prophecy about 
the prophet like Moses.—2 Peter 1:16-19. 

#1 After the sacrificial death and resurrection of 
Jesus Clirist and his glorification in heaven, the 
apostle Peter preached in the temple of Jerusalem. 
Peter had just performed a miracle in the "name 

31. In the last year trf Jesus' earthly life, how was the prophecy 
nhentt the prophet like Moses mad>- itmre sort 1 Tor us? 

32 . 33. After Jesus* dvi.it 1 1 Jinti resurrect Jon. how did Voter publicly 
Identify Jesus as the pnaptiot tike Most**? 
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of Jesus Christ the IMazarene.” A crowd gathered, 
and Peter told them that they had mistreated 
Jesus Christ because of ignorance, 

*■ “But," said Peter, *‘in this way God has ful¬ 
filled the things he announced beforehand through 
the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 
would suffer. Repent, therefore, and turn around 
so as to get your sins blotted out, that seasons of 
refreshing may come from tin* person of Jehovah 
and that he may send forth the Christ appointed 
for you, Jesus, whom heaven, indeed, must hold 
within itself until the times of restoration of all 
things of which God spoke through the mouth of 
his holy prophets of old time. In fact, Vu-v.v said, 
‘Jehovah God will raise up for you from among 
your brothers a prophet like me. You must listen 
to him according to all the things he speaks to you. 
Indeed, any soul that does not listen to that Proph¬ 
et will be completely destroyed from among the 
people/ —Acts 3:1-23; also, see Acts 7:37. 

■'* Since Jesus Christ now glorified in henven 
fulfills God's prophecy concerning the Prophet 
like Moses, we should listen to what, this Greater 
Moses has to say to us. It means everlasting life 
to us to heed the above words of the apostle Peter. 


:>] Sf! w h,\ f. n on Id vve 1 n to whot Jesilt Christ £.3tys? 




CHAPTER 


10 


Mow Could One Man 

Die for the World 

of Mankind? 


HERE was a loving purpose behind the 
human coming of the Son of God nine¬ 
teen centuries ago to become the Prophet like 
Moses. Certainly the coming of Moses as GocTs 
prophet in the sixteenth century before our Com¬ 
mon Era was or priceless benefit to the oppressed 
descendants of the patriarch Abraham in the land 
of Egypt. In the same way the coming of the Son 
of God to serve as a Prophet like Moses should be 
of still greater benefit, not to just the nation of 
Moses' people only, but also to all the rest of the 
world of mankind. He came* not only like Moses 
to declare and exalt the name of Jehovah, but also 
to die as a human sacrifice for all mankind, that 
we might have life eternal. How could ibis be so? 

2 The resurrected Jesus Christ, now rewarded 
wifi- glory in the heavens, is higiier and better 
than the angels up there. If he were still a man, 
this could not be so. Regarding this fact we read. 

1. What was the lovlm purpose 'behind the iiumun coming of the 
Sim <if God nineteen cwnUirtL-s :*£o? 

2. 3w (el) After his death and resurrection, to what position In the 
heavens wrts Jesus exalted? (b ) But how do the Scriptures show 
that he was lower than the angels whan he wom on earth? 

210 
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in Hebrews 1 :3, 4: 44 After he had made a purifica¬ 
tion for our sins he sat down on the right hand of 
the majesty in lofty places. So he has become bet¬ 
ter than the angels, to The extent that he has in¬ 
herited a name more excellent than theirs.” For 
this reason the “Inhabited earth to come 41 has been 
put in subjection to the glorified Jesus Christ 
rather than to mere angels. For a while, as a per¬ 
fect man on earth, he was lower than the angels, 
but now by reason of his glorification in heaven he 
is above the angels. In explaining how so, Hebrews 
2 :d- 9 quotes Psalm S:4-6 and says: 

3 “For it is not to angels that he has subjected 
tile inhabited earth to come, about which we are 
speaking. Slit a certain witness [the psalmist Da¬ 
vid] has given proof someuhere, saying: 

'What Is man that you keep liim in mind. 

or the son of man that you take care of him? 

You madt? him zl little lowpr than angels; 
with glory and honor you crowned him, 
and appointed him over the works of your hands. 

All tilings you subjected under his feet.' 

For in that lie subjected all things to him God left 
nothing that is not subject to him. Now, though, 
wc do not yet sec all things [Including the “in¬ 
habited earth to come"] in subjection to him; but 
we behold Jesus, who has been made a little lower 
than angels, crowned with glory and honor for 
having suffered death, that he by God’s undeserved 
kindness might taste death for every man." 

4 Thus, prophetically In the psalm quoted, Jesus 
is called a man and the son of man. Repeatedly, 
when on earth, he spoke of himself as the “Son of 
man." (Matthew 8:20; 9:6; John 1:51) This 
showed that he had not just materialized as a man 
as angels had previously done or that he had been 


4. taj What is Indicated by that expression "Son of min" as 
applhs! to Jesus? <b> How do Uic Scrip lures make clear tbe 
why J tjjus was born as a human V 
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incarnated as a man. but that he had been born 
as a man and was a son of mankind. j\s it is v. nl- 
ten, in Galatians 4:4, “when the full limit of the 
time arrived, God sent forth his Son, who came 
to be out; of a woman anti who came to be under 
law/* In this way he was made lower than the 
heavenly angels. What was the purpose of this? 
It was his suffering a human death* "that he by 
God's undeserved kindness might taste death for 
every man.” Why did he have to be the one need¬ 
ing to die? 




& It must lie remembered that, when the disciples 
of John the Baptist were directed by him to the 
baptized, anointed Jesus, John said 
to them: “See, the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sin of the 
world!*' (John 1:29,36) The whole 
world ol mankind was under sin. 

In Homans 6:23 it is clearly stated 

that " the wages 
sin pays is deal lx.” 

For this reason 
ail i he world of 
mankind was dy¬ 
ing, in order to pay 
the penalty of sin. 

Well, then, in order for the “sin 
of the world' 1 to be taken 
away, there had to be pa\ - 
meat of the penalty of sin, 
namely, death, by someone 
innocent who was under no 
condemnation of death. In 
other' w ords, in order to take away the “sin of the 
world,” the “Lamb of God” had to die for the 
world of mankind, shedding his lifeblood for the 


world. 


BL Why was 11 neceaftary Tor Jesus to die lo (alee away the "alii 
at th-e world' ' T 
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* A literal four-footed, woolly lamb could not 
take away the sin of the world, nor even the sin 
of one single human creature, by shedding its 
blood and being offered as a sacrifice on an altar. 
A lamb is an animal lower and of less value than 
a human creature. When the shepherd Abel, the 
second son of Adam and Eve, killed some firstlings 
of his flock and offered their fatty pieces on an 
altar, those sacrificed sheep could not take away 
his inborn sin and free him from the condemna- 
i ion of death. His older brother Cain, a cultivator 
of the ground, ottered some "fruits of the ground'*; 
but this was not acceptable to God because it was 
a bloodless offering, not a living sacrifice. (Gen¬ 
esis 4:1-7; Hebrews 11:4) What Hebrews 9:22 
says on this point is unmistakable Ln its meaning: 
"Unless blood is poured out no forgiveness takes 
place.” 


T This is true, because God says: ll The soul [or, 
life] of every sort of flesh is its bloorl by the soul 
f or, life] in it. Consequently I said to the sons of 
Israel: 'You must not eat the blood of any sort of 
flesh, because the soul of every sort of flesh is its 
blood. Anyone eating it will be cur off/ "—Leviti- 


s 17:14. 


s For over fifteen hundred and eighty years the 
nation of Israel offered the sacrifices of bulls, 
goats, sheep and doves, down till the destruction 
of the temple of Jerusalem in 70 C.E., and yet all 
those millions of animal sacrifices did not take 
away the sin of the nation. Their animal sacrifices, 

repeated year after year, did not make them per¬ 
fect or really cleanse them from sin and lift the 
condemnation to death. Those sacribees were 


ft, 7- <a> Could a literal lamb lake nwny the Inborn aJu of the 
World anil free men from the condemnallon of dcuUi? lib) 

inTJirdlnK to Cod's law. what must be poured out for 
forglvi/mss fn l;utc plan- ami w!iy ? 

8, Vt What purpose was served by the mill lotus nf aiUmnU -sacrificed 
OTU 'ired by the nation of lsmM F and how Iff tills explained aal 
Hcbrf vj IQ: 1—17 
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merely pictorial, foreshadowing a true 
and better sacrifice that would really 
remove the penalty for sin. Accord¬ 
ingly we read: 

* “Since the Law has a shad¬ 
ow of the good things to 
come, but not the very 
substance of the things, 
men can never with the 
same saeri fices from year 
to year which they offer 
continually make those 
who approach perfect. Otherwise, would the sacri- 
flees not have stopped being offered, because those 
rendering sacred service who had been cleansed 
once for all time would have no consciousness of 
sins any more? To the contrary, by these sacrifices 

there is a reminding of sins from year to year, for 
it Is not possible for the blood of bulls and of goats 
to take sins away/ 1 —Hebrews 10:1-1. 




11 The reason why the blood of 
sacrificed animals could not take 
sins away is very plain to see: 
they are lower than man; 
they are not of equal value 
with man, and man has not 
descended from such lower 
animals. The first man, 

Adam, was created perfect, 
fully formed, and separate 

from the lower a nima ls, so 
that God was obliged to 
create a wife, a perfect 
woman, for Adam. Each dif¬ 
ferent kind of the lower 
animal forms of life was 
created by God, but not “in 


TO. Why c-emtd tlic blood of sjicrillocd Animals not tak-e away man's 
ring, but what kind of sacrifice was required to accomplish this? 
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God's image,” in the way that Adam was. (Genesis 
1:20-28; 2:7-28) Evidently, then, a human sacri¬ 
fice was needed, a perfect one at that. As God’s 
law said, in Leviticus 22:21 (AV}, even regarding 
animal sacrifices, “it shall be perfect to be ac¬ 
cepted; there shall be no blemish therein.” Who 
could give such a human sacrifice? 

M No human creature deriving his life from 
Adam could present himself as the necessary per¬ 
fect human sacrifice to God in behalf of all his 
feUowmen. Why not? Because he had descended 
from Adam after Adam had sinned and was driven 
out of the garden of Eden and away from the 
“tree of life." All of us are dying, because we are 
sinners. Why we are sinners is stated in Romans 
5:12-14: “Through one man sin entered into the 
world and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men because they had all sinned . . . 
death ruled as king from Adam.” The wise, ob¬ 
serving King Solomon said in prayer to God: 
“There is no man that docs not sin.” (I Kings 8: 
461 Solomon's father David said to God: “Look? 
With error I was brought forth with birth pains, 
and in sin my mother conceived me," (Psalm 51: 
5) The Christian apostle Paul refers to what was 
written in Psalm 14:1-3 and makes the following 
argument by means of God’s law: 

** “Above we have made the charge that Jews 
ns well as Greeks are all under sin; just as it is 
written: ‘There is not a righteous man, not even 
one; there is no one that has any insight, there Is 
no one that socks for God. All men have del looted, 
. . . ' Now we know that all the things the Law 
says it addresses to those under the Law fto the 
Jews], so that every mouth may be slopped and 
ail the world [Jews and Gentiles] may become 
liable to God for punishment. . . . For all have 


]1, IS. Why rnuiil no de&crndant of Adam qualify as ltie acceptable 
sacrifice to G<m 3 in tjehait of all ULs feUowmen, and what scripture* 
chow thI k to be iruu-7 
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sinned and fall short of the pioiy of God/’ 
—Romans 3:9-23, 

So the natural Jews, who were under God's 
law tlirough the prophet Moses, could not say that 
only the non-Jews or uncircumcised Gentiles were 
sinners because such Gentiles were not under the 
law of Jehovah God. God's law through Moses 
condemned even the Jews tinder it as being sinners 
just as much so as the Gentiles. So not even the 
most God-fearing Jew under the Mosaic law could 
offer himself as an acceptable sacrifice for all man¬ 
kind, nor even for his own Jewish people. The 
payment of even the largest sum of lifeless, blood¬ 
less money by any or all of the rich men would not 
meet the needs of the situation, anymore than the 
bloodless offering made by Cain, the first son of 
Adam and Eve. Hence we read: 

u “Those who arc trusting in their means of 
maintenance, and who keep boasting about the 
abundance of their riches, not cno of them can by 
any means redeem even a brother, nor give to God 
a ransom for him; (and the redemption price of 
their soul is so precious that it has ceased to time 
indefinite) that he should still live forever and 
not sec the pit.”—Psalm 49:6-9. 

THE S ATI S F.K’TOR V RAN HO M 

a!l Notice, please, that Psalm 49 speaks of re- 

deemblg or buying back nnd ol gtvin : a ransom. 
No money ransom by . the rich people was able to 
buy back a person from death for him to live for¬ 
ever and not go into the pit of the grave. Ever¬ 
lasting life was not that cheap; otherwise, the rich 
people would have the advantage over the poor. 
For this word "ransom” the Bib I leal Cyclopaedia 
by J. M’Clintock r nd J. Strong, in its volume 8, 

13, 14. (a) Would someone tin del* the llocilfi liw have bneta more 

accepts Mo ns a saru* iJlct* for sJo*! thsn n G^ntLie? Uj> Could the 

paymcn( of a Jnrw* sum of money rpdrrri mankind front cUmi'. i 
m:iiij.ua Lt possible i r iljfrn to llv< Ebcevtt? 

3.5 What J -. cneiann hy “runf-rim ’ ? 





“THINGS IN WHICH IT 15 IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO LIE“ 

page 908, gives the following definition: 11 A price 
paid to recover a person or thing from one who 
detains that person or thing in captivity. Hence 
prisoners of war or slaves are said to be ransomed 
when they are liberated in exchange for a valuable 
consideration. (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) Whatever 
is substituted or exchanged in compensation for 
the party is his ransom. ” 

u For a modern-day illustration, the New York 
Times, under date of May 30, 1961, re polled con¬ 
cerning the court trial of an official under the 
Nazi German dictator Adolf in tier, and said: 
‘'Jerusalem (Israeli Sector), May 29 — Adolf 
Eichmann’s proposal to ransom 1,000,000 Jews for 
10,000 Western trucks was related at his trial 
today.” Under the earlier date of May 22, 1961, 
the New York Times said the following on its 
editorial page under the heading "Ransoming 
Castro’s Prisoners”: 

Thus Fidel Castro was acting in a well-defined, 

LE hardly creditable, tradition when he made his 
proposal to trade the 1,000 rebel prisoners he holds 
for 500 bulldozers. The parallel with the Hitlerian 
regime’s offer during World War II to trade Hun- 
Parian Jews lor trucks comes quickly to mind. . . * 
Paying ransom to a totalitarian dictator is distaste¬ 
ful under any circumstances. 

The ransoming negotiations with the Cuban ruler 
broke down, for the time being, as free friends and 
relatives lovingly sought to provide the ransom, 
nor by the sacrifice of other human lives, but by 
the payment of material goods, lifeless and blood¬ 
less. 

The ransoming of all mankind would open up 
the way for them to gain everlasting human life 
in perfection on the earth, to which Paradise would 

TIL Give some inodem-dtiy J It us trillions of Uic Daylm' u£ rzLresom.. 
17* £a> Wlmt prospects, would the r. i :s L-orulnp mmiilud open up 
for them? (b£ As Indicated by the Scriptures, wlrnt would God 
require in exdhangc for ivh&t Adam ho.il lost for all mankind? 
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be restored. For this reason the God of justice 
refused any lifeless, bloodless ransom for the lib¬ 
eration of nil mankind. What he would require in 
exchange for that which Adam had lost for all 
mankind. Jehovah God indicated in his law 
through Moses, when he said: “If a fatal accident 
should occur, then you must give soul for soul 
[or, life for life ], eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot* branding for branding, 
wound for wound, blow for blow." (.Exodus 21: 
23-25) That is to say, like shall go for like; a hu¬ 
man life shall go for a human life, in order that 
equal justice may be rendered without partiality. 
To this effect God says, in IVumbers 35:30 : "Every 
fatal st riker of a soul should be slain as a mur¬ 
derer at the mouth of witnesses, and one witness 
may not testify against a soul for him to die.” 

J *To show that no money ransom may be ac¬ 
cepted from a murderer who wants to escape with 
his life, Numbers 35:31 said: “And you must take 
no i'ansom for the soul | or, lifej of a murderer 
who is deserving to die, for without fail he should 
be put to death." Hence the willful murderer had 
to be refused a place of safety inside an Israelite 
“city of refuge." 

In the case of an accidental manslayer, he 
could flee to a city of refuge and find safety in it. 
However, in order to avoid being killed by the 
dead person's closest relative who acted as an 
“avenger of blood," the accidental manslayer had 
to remain inside the city of refuge till the then 
serving high priest of the nation of Israel died. 
The accidental manslayer could not buy his free¬ 
dom and protection against being killed outside the 
city of refuge by pay ing a money ransom before 
the high priest died. In Numbers 35:32 God said: 

IB, 19. ( h ) How did God’s law ennccrafnjr the Israu-lltM ‘cities ot 
xHow (isit human life could not be ransomed with mnncyT 
cb) By what mt&iu could the accidental mu na layer be pet free, 
and wliy? 
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''And you must not take a ransom for one who has 
fled to hLs city of refuse, to resume dwelling in 
the land before the death of the high priest, 11 This 
was as if the high priest laid down his own life as 
a ransom that the accidental manslayer might go 
free. 

Insisting upon absolutely exact justice, Moses 
said. In Deuteronomy 19:21; **Your eye should not 
feel sorry: sou! will he for soul, eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot*” 

- l Such a requirement on the part of divine jus¬ 
tice created a situation impossible for imperfect, 
dying hunians, but it was nothing unjust on God's 
part. It upholds the majesty of his law and also 
the dignii y of human life. It shows that we cannot 
set aside God's justice or leave it out Of considera¬ 
tion anymore than God himself can. If this made 
it hard for mankind to be ransomed and redeemed, 
it made it no less hard For Jehovah God himself. 
However, this strict sticking to absolute justice 
created no situation that God could not handle. It 
merely called upon God’s merciful love and also his 
wisdom and power to provide a ransom sacrifice 
for all mankind without violating his own per¬ 
fect justice. 

** God's purpose in do so may be referred to in 
Hosea 13:14, which reads: ’’From the hand of 
Sheol I shall redeem them; from death I shall 
recover them. Where are your stings, O Death? 
Where is your destructiveness, O Sheol?” Espe¬ 
cially so, since the Christian apostle Paul quotes 
from that verse, in 1 Corinthians 15:55. 

53 Jesus Christ revealed the solution to the super- 

20. How does Deuteronomy 13:21 emphasize the divine r^qulrr- 

SI. (a) what, do wr learn from this rpqaircmf'nt of jwiUce In 
God’s law 7 (h,p Did this make impossible the ransoming of man- 

Jdbd? 

23. WHiU nppttrnni rcftfrafUM to Cod’s purpose lo provide a ransom 
is m-orded in the book of Hosea? 

2 & As explained by Jestui Christ, W|*al rniiKOm provision for 
mankind was made? 
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human problem wben he said to his disciples: “The 
Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to 
minister and to give his soul a ransom in exchange 
for many."- Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45* 

History shows that Jesus Christ, “the Son of 
man,’ 1 actually did lay down his human life as a 
ransom for multitudinous mankind, on NIsan 14 of 
the year 33 C.E, Commenting on the historical In ess 
of this fact, the apostle Paul writes: “This is fine 
and acceptable in the sight of our Savior* God, 
whose will is that all sorts of men should be saved 
and come to an accurate knowledge of truth, For 
there is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, a man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a corresponding ransom for aJL”—1 Timothy 2: 
3-6, 

For his part, the apostle Peter may have had 
in mind the words of John the Baptist when point¬ 
ing to the baptized, anointed Jesus: “See, the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 
worldr* (John 1:2D) Using a similar symbolism, 
the apostle Peter wrote to fellow Christians, who 
were “sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ,” 
and said: “You know that it was not with cor- 
ruptible things, with silver or gold, that you wore 
delivered from your fruitless form of conduct re¬ 
ceived by tradition from your forefathers. But it 
was with precious blood, like that of an unblem¬ 
ished and spotless lamb, even ChrlsTs.'’—1 Peter 
1:2, 18, 19. 

ONE MAX FOR A WORLD 

~ c Nevertheless, how could Jesus Christy one 
man, by his human deali ransom the whole world 
of mankind? Why is not an individual ransom 

34. 1114 juiius Christ actually Lay dawn h.Ls Ufa as -a ransom for 
mankind, nnd wliot does tli© reliable historical record Of llic 
131 ble a boot this? 

35. With what symbolism docs the apostle' peter describe the 
ransom? 

2&-2S. Aa explained at Romans 5:12, 15-19. how wu It possible for 
die* man by Ills diwth to ransom ail mankind ? 
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sacrifice required for each member ol the human 
family? It was all through i he undeserved kind¬ 
ness of God t and his wisdom explains it for us 
briefly, in Romans 5:12, 15-19, in these words: 

17 “Through one man sin entered into the world 
and deat h through sin, and thus death spread to 
all men because they had all sinned— . * . For if 
by one man’s trespass [ Adam's trespass in the 
garden of Eden 1 many died, the undeserved kind¬ 
ness of God and his free gift with the undeserved 
kindness by the one man Jesus Christ abounded 
much more to many. Also, it is not with the free 
gift as it was with the way things worked through 
the one man that sinned. 

*■ "For the judgment resulted in condemnation 
from one trespass Lof Adam], but the gift resulted 
in a declaration of righteousness from many tres¬ 
passes rof Adam's many descendants]. For if by 
the trespass of the one "man [Adam] death ruled 
as king through that one, much more will those 
who receive the abundance of the undeserved kind¬ 
ness and of the free gift of righteousness rule as 
kings in life through the one person, Jesus Christ. 
So, then, as through one trespass [of Adam] the 
result to men of all sorts was condemnation, like¬ 
wise also through one act of justification [by Jesus 
Christ] the result to men of all sorts is a declaring 
of them righteous for life. For just as through the 
disobedience of the one man [Adam] many were 
constituted sinners [by inheritance], likewise also 
through the obedience of the one person [Jesus 
Christ! many will be constituted righteous [free 
of condemnation)." 

20 That inspired argument balances Jesus Christ, 
one man, off with Adam, one man. Adam was 
created perfect, although ho was a man "a little 
lower than angels.” (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7; Psalm 


2D. ExpinJn how Jesus was bom a perfect luitrum, ns Adam was 
perfect. 
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S:5; Hebrews 2:G. 7i Jesus was born a perfect 
human, in spite of the fact that his mother was an 
imperfect Jewess, Mary the daughter of “Hcli, the 
son of Matthnf(Luke 3:23 T 24) The father of 
Jesus was not the carpenter Joseph, who became 
the son-in-law of Heli, Mary’s father. 2STo f but 
Mary bore Jesus while she was still in a virgin 
State, a miracle because Jehovah God was the 
Father of Jesus. Her conceiving of Jesus in her 
womb was by means of God’s holy spirit, as ex¬ 
plained to her by ihc angel Gabriel- (X-uke 1:26- 
37) Jesus had been a spirit Son of God in heaven, 
God’s “only-begotten Son,” and, in order that his 
only-begotten Son might be born as a perfect hu¬ 
man creatine, Almighty God divested the Son of 
his heaven]y godlike existence and transferred his 
life from heaven to Mary’s womb by means of 
God’s invisible active force or spirit. 

511 Thus this heavenly Son, who was God's 
Spokesman or “Word," was developed afr n human 
child for nine months in the womb of his virgin 
mother, but not inheriting sin, imperfection and 
death from Mary’s original earthly father, Adam. 
God remained the heavenly Father of Jesus, and 
he had no sinful earthly father. Hence the apostle 
John says: '‘So the Word became flesh and resided 
among us, and we had a view of his glory, a glory 
such as belongs to an only-begotten son from a 
father; and he was full of undeserved kindness 
and truth.” (John 1:14) The apostle John docs 
not call Jesus a “God-man,” and neither does any 
other Bible writer do so. Jesus in the flesh was not 
a mixture of earthly and spiritual, flesh and spirit. 
He was not a spirit person clothed with flesh, but 
John 3 :14 says he “became flesh” or was made 
flesh. lie was a whole man. 


30. (a) Whn was the* Father of the child Jesus? Lb) Was Jesus a 
‘'God-man 1 or wu he tvully ht.niurt * 
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ai If Jesus, when he was bapt ized at thirty years 
of age, had been a so-called God-man and a com¬ 
bination of spirit person and fleshly person, he 
would have been superhuman and would have had 
more value than a ransom for all mankind. The 
perfect justice of God would not unjustly accept 
more value than that of the thing to be ransomed. 
His law as given through Moses plainly stated that 
like should go for like. It was the perfect man 
Adam that had sinned and so had lost for his off¬ 
spring human perfection and its privileges. Jesus 
must likewise be humanly perfect, to correspond 
with the sinless Adam in Eden. In that way he 
could offer a ransom that exactly corresponded in 
value with what the sinner Adam lost for his 
descendants. This requirement of divine justice did 
not allow for Jesus to be more than a perfect man. 
That is why, in writing 1 Timothy 2:5, 6, the 
apostle Paul uses a special word in Greek, an- 
tUytron, to describe what Jesus offered in sacri¬ 
fice to God. 

** According to A Greek and English Lexicon of 
the New Testament (1845 edition) t by John Park- 
hurst, M.A., as revised by J. A. Major, D.D., this 
Greek word antHytron means: “a ransom, price of 
redemption-, or rather a corespondent ransom. Tl 
properly signifies a price by which captives arc 
redeemed from the enemy; and that kind of ear- 
change in which the life of one is redeemed by the 
life of another / So Aristotle uses the verb an- 
tilytrdo for redeeming life by life” (Page 47, col¬ 
umn 2) Very properly, then, the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures renders 1 Tim¬ 
othy 2:5, 6 as follows: “For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, a man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself a corresponding ransom 

31, 32. <a) If Jgeus had been a "Cod-man.'' what effort would this 
Ivtvf had on ‘tin qua lit lea Horn. as a ran;-;.'in for mankind'' < b) How 
does thi* Greek word used by Ui*> eposth? Caul ai t TlmtMhy 6 
to desprib-:: what Jesus offered in sacrifice show that Jesus did not 
present more than a perr<-d human life 7 
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for all.” Thus the perfect Jesus as a human sacri¬ 
fice did not outbalance in value the human per* 
lection and life that Adam lost. 

43 When h e sinned and was sentenced to death, 
Adam's race or offspring were all unborn in his 
loins, and so they all died in him. By natural in¬ 
heritance they have all been bom dying. They died 
by the mishap of birth from sinner Adam. Jesus 
as a perfect man had a rare or offspring unborn 
In his loins, when he died innocently as a perfect 
human sacrifice* and this possible human race died 
with him. He died as an unmarried man who had 
not raised it family of his own. Jesus' dying as a 
childless man, his unborn human offspring coun¬ 
ts rbaianced ail the race that Adam has repro¬ 
duced till now-. 

114 In this way Almighty God provided in his Son 
Jesus Christ a 4 *corresi>o riding ransom for nil.” One 
perfect man. Jesus Christ* was thus able to die for 
all mankind. On the third day Jehovah God raised 
him from the dead, after which he as*'ended into 
heaven with the full value of his corresponding 
ransom* to present it ro the Gad of absolute jus¬ 
tice* in behalf of all mankind.—Hebrews 9:24. 

**By offering a ransom for the offspring of 
Adam and Eve* Jesus Christ redeemed Adam's off¬ 
spring as his own. He not only redeemed or re¬ 
purchased his 144*000 followers who become joint 
heirs with him In the heavenly kingdom but also 
redeemed all the remainder of mankind. (Revela¬ 
tion 1:5, 6; 5:9, 10; 1 John 2:1* 2) Though he 
died childless, unmarried, he will have a heavenly 
Bride, namely* his congregation of 144,000 faith¬ 
ful disciples who are espoused to him as to one 

35. Hqw ca.fi It be said that trhal Jqsus aflfjsxqNI up In sacrifice 
quijfit i-rbai;jviriHl ail the ran- thni Atlmn h.-is* ;ir« tlucvtl? 

24. After mined from the dead* to whom did Jesus pn-^ani. 

llie volute o I Kin cftfr^spngidlng r jftsom . 

rjn fa) I low tunny did 3&SUB rt';>GLTCh t® fee? with him hi 
the heawnly kingdom, and how is Llieir f^latloliship tQ him 
ijscribed? ib) Whom else diet he 
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husband. (2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 14: 1, 3; 
19:7, 8; 21:2 t 9-14) He will also have children on 
earth, not by natural procreation, but by the re¬ 
demption of Adam's offspring. Foretelling that 
fact, the prophecy of Isaiah 9:6, T in the eighth 
century before our Common Era referred to his 
human birth and said: 

m* <*There has been a cli lid born to us, there has 
been a son given to us; and the princely rule will 
come to be upon Ills shoulder. And his name will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God # Eter¬ 
nal Father, Prince of Peace. To the abundance of 
the princely rule and lo peace there will be no end, 
upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom in 
order to establish it firmly and to sustain it by 
means of justice and by means of righteousness, 
from now on and to time indefinite. The very zeal 
of Jehovah of armies will do IJ. is.*' 

He would not be an “Eternal Father'* if his 
earthly children died off. So for this title to be 
true of him, the earthly children to whom he be¬ 
comes father by means of his ransom sacrifice will 
be given the opportunity to live forever on a peace¬ 
ful earth under his princely rule. Those of ran¬ 
somed mankind who have died as a result of 
Adam's original sin will enter into this opportunity 
by means of a resurrection from the dead under 
God's kingdom by Jesus Christ. Then by faith 
they will have to accept his perfect human sacri¬ 
fice as a ransom to free them from condemnation 
due to inheriting sin and imperfection. As It is 
written in Isaiah o3:10-12: 

** “If you will set his soul [or, lifej as a guilt 
offering, he will see his offspring, he will prolong 
his days, and in his hand what is the delight of 
Jehovah will succeed. Because of the trouble of his 

36. 37. For Jems to be cut. "Biemnl Father,** as foretold of him 
in thi* prophecy of isnlah, what opportunity must be given to Ids 
earthly i'lilldren. even to those now dead? 

ns. Am pTOptli ini t? Uuh-h Lio.lO 12. v. Lint hea Jesus dor.-C! ozi ijv’ -ait 
of sinful nuuikindLv 
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soul he win see f he will be satisfied. By 
means of his knowledge the righteous 
one, my servant, will bring a righteous 
standing to many people; and their er¬ 
rors he himself will bear. „ . . due to 
the fact that he poured out his soul 
[or, life] to the very death, and it was 
with the transgressors that he was 
counted in; and he himself carried the 
very sin of many people, and for the 
transgressors he 
proceeded to Inter¬ 
pose. ” 

** A11 this e x- 
plains why the Son 
of God, who “be¬ 
came flesh “ nine¬ 
teen centuries ago, 
could correctly 
say: “I am the 
living bread that 


came down from 


heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live 
forever; and, for a fact, the bread that I shall 
give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world/' 
—John 1:14; 6:51. 


Wlirjt 1# I lie ,+ ] Tvintf bread that came clown from I wav. -n* f * of 
which the Son of Ootl spoke* And wML fusnilU to the eaters off it* 







CHAPTER 




forty 

Land. 


I EE prophet Moses was associated with 
the congregation of natui'al Israel for 
years during its march to the Promised 
So we read in Acts 7:33: “This is he that 


came to be among the congregation in the wilder¬ 
ness with the angel that spoke to him on Mount 
Sinai and with our forefathers, and he received 
living sacred pronouncements to give you." Jesus 
Christ, the promised Prophet like Moses, is like¬ 
wise associated with a congregation, not, however, 
the congregation of natural Israel. Down to this 
day the nation of Israel, including their Republic 
of Israel, have rejected him, denying that he is 
the Prophet like Moses. In his last year on earth 
as a man, he told his apostles that he would build 
a congregation, evidently not that of Israel. 

2 It was after two years of public activity that 
Jesus asked his apostles: “Who are men saying the 
Son of man is?” They said: “Some say John the 
Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” But what did they themselves 
tliink? “Yon, though, who do you say I am?" 
Jesus asked. “In answer Simon Peter said: ‘You 


1, Jj» the conKTotfwLion with winch Jesus Christ is associated the 
game as the one with which Mrae-js was associated, and why so? 

2. When Jcsstis ashed his apostles what they tHiicvnd as to Wjs 
itlf-ttiity. what was the reply. and what did Jesus say at that lime 
conci'falr.a u i.'ongTegstiaii * 
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are the Christ, the Son of the living God/ In re¬ 
sponse Jesus said to him: *Happy you are, Simon 
son of Jonah, because flesh and blood did not re¬ 
veal it to you, but my Father who is in the heav¬ 
ens did. Also, I say to you. You are Peter r Prtr os j, 
and on this rock-mass [petra 1 1 will build my con¬ 
gregation, and the gates of Ha'des will not over¬ 
power it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of the heavens, and whatever you may bind on 
earth will be the thing bound in the heavens, and 
w'hate\cr y o u may loose on carth wibe the thing 

loosed in the heavens/ "—Matthew 16:13-19. 

3 That meant that the congregation of Jesus 
Christ had not yet been built on the symbolic 
“rock-mass [petra]” and the "keys of trie king¬ 
dom of the heavens" had not yet been given to 
Simon Peter the son of Jonah. The next time that 
Jesus spoke of a congregation he was still up north 
but by the Sea of Galilee. lie had not yet left for 
Jer u sa lem to attend the Atonement Day and the 
festival of the booths or tabernacles in October of 
32 C.E. At that time he said to his disciples: 
"Moreover, if your brother commits a sin, go lay 
bare his fault between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your brother. Hut 
if he does not listen, take along with you one or 
two more, in order that at the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every matter may be established. 
If he does not listen to them, speak to the con¬ 
gregation. If h-* do *s not listen even to the congre¬ 
gation, let him be to you just as a man of the na¬ 
tions and as a tax collector/'—Mat thew 18:15-17. 

* At that lime the only congregation of God in 
existence was his congregation of Israel, the one 

a tai HaU The congre^atInn of J*>*vus Christ boon built at that 
time7 (M Later, when near the Sea of GaSHcc, wiiat did jiwmi 
tty about a con?: re gal ion 7 

4, IS. (a) To wJuit congregation wo* hr? there evidently rt-ferringf ? 
(h) Of what rogation w&jj Jesus r a iDember, and how 

la this shown !-v bis activities from youth on? (e) When was It 
that he :^iid to The Israelites. ~TvOa 1c! Your house Is abandoned 
to you” ? 
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with which the prophet Moses had been and which 
detested tax collectors and had nothing to do with 
the Gentiles or people of the nations. As matters 
were then to develop, it would not be until in the 
month of May of the following year (33 CJE.) that 
another congregation would be founded. Since 
Jesus, by his birth in Bethlehem of Judah, "came 
to be out of a woman' 1 and “came to be under law," 
he was naturally a member of God’s congregation 
of Israel. (Galatians 4:4; Acts 7:38) Dowm lo the 
time of his death in April of the year 33 C.E. he 
did not try to set up a separate congregation. He 
did not separate his disciples from the rest of the 
Israelites but let them attend religious services in 
their synagogues and the temple of Jerusalem. 

5 In fact, “according to his custom on the sab¬ 
bath day” he would enter into a synagogue and 
would preach according to the opportunity offered. 
(Luke 4:16-22) From boyhood onward he was 
regular in his attendance at the festivals in the 
temple of Jerusalem, and the last festival that he 
attended on earth was that of the passover in 
Jerusalem, in 33 CJE, (Luke 2:41-51; 22:7-18) It 
was not tail near the end of March of 33 C.E. that 
he said to the Israelites: * "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the killer of the prophets and stonier of those sent 
forth to her,—how often I wanted to gather your 
children together, the way a him gathers her 
chicks together under her wings! But you people 
did not want it* Look! Your house [temple] is 
abandoned to you.” (Matthew 23:37, 38) So Jesus’ 
words in Matthew 18:15-17 applied then to the 
congregation of Israel, but that principle or rule 
of action would carry over to the congregation 
that Jesus said he would build on a rock-mass. 

• Well, then, when did Jesus begin to build his 
congregation or “church” as something separate 
and distinct from the congregation of natural Is- 

IW?. To what wrigtr^eailon were tho . i-Hne WViHl addled, u 
zvy- Tiud at Acts £47. and how do the lucia confirm thin? 
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rael? The second chapter of the Acts of t.he 
Apostles Ivlls us what happened to the disciples of 
Jesus Christ at Jerusalem on the festival day of 
Pentecost In May of 33 C.E. In its verse forty** 
seven, in th> ■ tinglish King James Version Bible (as 
well as in Martin Luther's German Bible transla¬ 
tion), we read: “And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved/* 

f However, the words “to the church'* translate 
Greek words {tei ekkleMai ) that were added later 
on to the original Greek text of Acts, But in Acts 
5:11 the oldest Greek manuscripts now at hand do 
say this: “Consequently great fear came over the 
whole congregation and over all those hearing 
about these things/' and this chapter shows that 
this “congregation’* was associated vyith the apos¬ 
tles, including Simon Peter. (Acts 5:1-3) What 
congregation was that? 

1 Certainly it was not the congregation of natu¬ 
ral Israel. It was the congregation that the resur¬ 
rected, glorified Jesus Christ in heaven had begun 
to build on the “rock-mass/* And when Acts 2:47 
says that the Lord God “added . . . daily such as 
should be saved/* he was not adding these saved 
ones to the congregation of natural Israel, for, by 
birth, they were members of that congregation. 

1 i a t her. the Lo rd Go d w tt s adding t hose w 1 1 o \\ c i ts 
experiencing a new salvation to the congregation 
tliat Jesus Christ had begun. 

w Those being added to this new congregation 
were being taken away from the old congregation 
of natural Israel. Those to whom they were being 
added were the ones who had become believers on 
the festival day of Pentecost of 33 CJE., for we 
read: “Therefore those who embraced his [Pe¬ 
ter's J word heartily were baptized, and on that 
day about three thousand souls were added. And 


9. From whrrv were these believers being taken, and of wlml 
group were the y becoming a part ;* 
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they continued devoting themselves to the teach¬ 
ing of the apostles and to sharing with one an¬ 
other, to taking of meals and to prayers/*—Acts 
2:41, 42. 

w With what salvation were those who “should 
be saved'* being saved? It was a salvation through 
the sacrificed but now resurrected and glorified 
Jesus Christ, On that day of Pentecost the apostle 
Peter declared that the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32 
WES being fulfilled there at Jerusalem and he 
closed his quotation of It saying: “And everyone 
who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved." 
(Acts 2:14-21) Peter then pointed out that the 
Jesus whom they had killed fifty-two days earlier 
had b'en raised fi*om the dead by Jehovah God 
and had ascended to heaven. Peter then closed his 
argument by quoting Psalm 110:1 as written by 
King David and said: “Actually David did not 
ascend to the heavens, but he himself says, ‘Jeho¬ 
vah said to my Lord; “Sit at my right hand, until 
I place your enemies as a slool for your feet/' ’ 
Therefore let all the house [ nation 1 of Israel know 
for a Certainty that God made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you impaled/ 1 (Acts 2: 
22-36) So now they must call on Jehovah r s name 
through Jesus. 

11 Hence when the convicted Israelites asked the 
apostles: ‘^Brothers, what shall we do? 1 * Peter an¬ 
swered; “Repent, and let each one of you be bap¬ 
tized in tiie name Of Jesus Christ for forgiveness 
of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of 
the holy spirit. F*or the promise [of Joel 2:28-32] 
Is to you and to your children and to all those afar 
oiT, just as many as Jehovah our God may call 
to him/ 1 Peter was very urgent with those in¬ 
quiring Jews, for we read: “And with many other 


10. (a> Whist wax the saJvaLi mi that Ihcy wi-rc cx^K-rh-ruling? 

4 b) How dkl J'Vter qlTeU 1 ' tiwy inu.st now -cat] osi JenmrpJPl 

mini'* through J(*sus In order to icel .saved? 

11. WTiflt action did urge his hearers to take? 
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words he bore thorough witness and kept exhort¬ 
ing them, saying: ‘Get saved from this crooked 
generation.* ” (Acts 2:37-40) That “crooked gen¬ 
eration*' from which to get saved was the old 
congregation of natural Israel* which Jesus him¬ 
self had called a “wicked generation” looking fc.■ 
a sign- (Luke 11:29) Now they needed to be added 
to Jesus’ congregation. 

THE FOrXDATIOX FOK THE CONGREGATION' 

ls Fi*om this it is evident that Jesus Christ began 
building his congregation on that day of Pcntecosl 
of 33 C.E. He did ihis from heaven. How? By pour¬ 
ing out holy spirit from heaven. Before that he 
was unable to do this, because, as J ohn 7:39 says, 
“as yet [at the festival of tabernacles in 32 CJ5.1 
there was no spirit, because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.” But by Penlecost of 33 C.E., Jesus was 
glorified, for Peter said on that day: “This Jesus 
God resurrected, of which fact we ere all wit¬ 
nesses. Therefore because he was exalted to the 
right hand of God and received the promised holy 
spirit from the Father, he has poured out this 
which you see and hear.** (Acts 2:32,33) That day 
the holy spirit was poured out, not on all the na¬ 
tion of natural Isra el there in Jerusalem for the 

festival, but only upon the 120 disciples of Jesus 
Christ who were meeting in an “upper chamber’' 
in Jerusalem, separate from the Jewish celebra- 
tors at the temple. '(Acts 1:12-15) To this effort 
we road the following, in Acts 2:1-4: 

1 ■ “Now while the day of the festival of Feme- 
cost v . i>> in progress they were all together at the 
same place, and suddenly there occurred from 
heaven a noise just like that of a rushing stiff 
breeze, and it filled the whole house in which they 

12. 13. fxi) fsi whfij did Jesus begin to build : rHiixrpgatjori. 

find bon ? lb> What hiiim-eried on that day of i-'cniecosi in an 
'‘upper thamlkT" in Jenin ■. h*m ? 
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were sitting. And tongues as if of lire became vis^ 
ible to them and were distributed about, and one 
sat upon each one of them T and they all became 
Oiled with holy spirit and started to ; . dc with 
different tongues, just as the spirit was granting 
them to make utterance.” 

11 Thus beg;m the fulfillment of the prophecy of 

Joel 2:28*32, just as the apostle Peter explained Ii 
to the crowd of Jews and circumcised proselytes 
that gathered to witness this miraculous spectacle. 
This also fulfilled the promise of the resurrected 
Jesus Christ to his disciples before he ascended to 
heaven: “hook! I am sending forth upon you that 
which is promised by my Father. You, though, 
abide in the city until you become clothed with 
power from on high." (Luke 24:49) “You will 
receive power when the holy spirit arrives upon 
you, and you will he witnesses of me both in Jeru¬ 
salem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
most distant part of the earth*”—Acts 1:8. 

** We remember that, when Jesus came up ou 
of the Jordan River right after John the Baptist 
immersed him, God’s holy spirit came down upon 
him and God’s voice from heaven was heard sav¬ 
ing: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have 

14 Wluit prophetic promises underwent fulfillment on this 
occasion ? 

X5. How was Jesus on earth begotten aa a ipirfioal ■ n uf God. 
In line Cor a heavenly inheritance 
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approved,” (Matthew 3:13-17) In this way the 
perfect man Jesus was begotten by God's spirit 
and became a spiritual Son of God* Jehovah God, 
**the one that caused to be born," brought forth 
Jesus Christ, “him who has been bom from that 
one/’ and Jesus Christ became the 'One bom from 
God/’ < 1 John a:l, 1.8) He became the Heir of a 
heavenly inheritance from God. 

In like manner, when the holy spirit was 
poured out upon the waiting disciples of Jesus at 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, they were be¬ 
gotten by God by means of the holy spirit to be 
spiritual children of God, To these believers in 
Jesus Christ iho words of John 1:12, 13 applied, 
namely: “As many as did receive him, to them 
fie gave authority to become God’s children, be¬ 
cause they were exercising faith in his name; anti 
they were born, not. from blood or from a fleshly 
will or from man's will, but from God/’ 

17 These spirit-begotten disciples of Jesus Christ 
became heirs of a heavenly inheritance with him. 
In support of this fact we find written, in Romans 
8:15-17, these words to the disciples: “You did not 
receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but 
you received a spirit of adoption as sons, lay which 
spirit wo cry out; *JLbhUj Father!’ The spirit itself 
biears witness with our spirit that we are God's 
children. If, then, we are children, we are also 
heirs: heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer together that we may 

Iso be glorified together/’ 

18 For this reason the congregation that was 
established there in Jerusalem on the day of Pente¬ 
cost was a congregation of spiritual children or 
God. The nation of natural Israel, of circumcised 

l>; IJkswfafr, how till! I in* ii i>!es of Jttsus or ru-ilem rm tin? 
dajr of Pentecost become 1 spiritual children of (ml? 

17. Of whitt ilk! these iptrit-boeottcn disciples of Jesiu become 
.heirs, *ji shown at Romans S: 15-17 ? 

IS What kind of con irrigation was it th.t wrts Sn 

Jerusalem on the day of E J etit«rcoftt* and with what terms Is It 
referred ta ot Gaiatiitns H;| Tr ,7 
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Jews, ceased to be the congregation of God, and 
the conjjregation of the spiritual sons of God be¬ 
came a spiritual Israel of God, a new creation. 
Upon this spiritual Israel comes peace and mercy 
from God, as it is written in Galatians 6:15, 16: 
"Neither is circumcision anything nor is uneir- 
cumcision, but a new creation is something. And 
all those who will walk orderly by this rule of con¬ 
duct, upon them be peace and mercy, even upon 
i he Israel of God/’ 

** Another thing: On the day of Pentecost, when 
the holy spirit was poured out upon the congrega¬ 
tion of Christ’s disciples, they were anointed with 
the spirit of Jehovah God. That was true of Jesus 
when God’s spirit was poured out upon him at the 
Jordan River, so that afterward he applied to him¬ 
self the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1, concerning the 
anointing. (Luke 4*16-21) It is also true of Jesus* 
disciples upon whom God*s spirit is poured out 
since Pentecost of 33 C.E., because to such ones 
are addressed the words of 2 Corinthians 1 :21, 22: 
“He who guarantees that you and \vc belong to 
Christ and he who has anointed us is God, He has 
also put his seal upon us and has given us the 
token of what is to come, that is, the spirit, in our 
hearts/* 

To that strong assurance the apostle John adds 
these words, in 1 John 2:20, 26, 27: "You have an 
anointing from the holy one* all of you have 
knowledge. These things I write you about those 
who are trying to mislead you. And ns for you, the 
anointing that yon received from him remains in 
you, and you do not need anyone [misleading 1 to 
be teaching you: but, as the anointing from him is 
teaching you about all things, and is true and Is 
no lie, and just as it has taught you, remain in 
tin Ion with him/’ 

19, Row, iskc J^suis, arc? t he members of Ills confn^epUon anoint**! 

r>fjpt* V 

-'J. wiiat don* the John Kiy nliout ihU anointing? 
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1 In Hebrew the word for “Anointed One” is 
MusJtiaJth; in Greek it is Khri&t&s. Hence the ex¬ 
pression Jesus Christ means Jesus the Anointed 
One, anrl the expression Christ Jesus means Tile 
Anointed Jesus. Jesus became Christ by being 
anointed with holy spirit, and ihus he could right¬ 
ly be called Jcllis Christ, to identify him from 
others called by the name Jesus. He could also 
have the designation Christ appear as a title before 
his personal name Jesus and thus lx? spoken of as 
Christ Jesus, by the apostle Paul. 

** Jesus' disciples also become anointed ones by 
being anointed with holy spirit Just as Jesus, 
after his baptism, was anointed with holy spirit 
to preach God's message, so his disciples are 
anointed with holy spirit to preach God's Word. 
That is why the anointing that they have received 
from God is the means with which he teaches them 
the truth, to safeguard them from false religious 
leaders who would mislead them. For his anointed 
disciples of today Jesus foretold this worldwide 
work: “This good news of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness 
to all the nations; and then the end will come." 
—Matthew 24:14. 


TIIE OCK-MASS” 

■ However, now we return to the question. 
What is the symbolic “roc|c-mass M on which Jesus 
Christ said he would build his congregation, ac¬ 
cording to his words in Matthew 16:18? Is it SI- 
t ton Peter to whom Jesus said the words, or is it 
the confession that Peter made: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God," or is I some- 


Zl* How die!: Jlsus bEtvjfflt! Ciirl^L and so what Js no properly 
CfU led 7 

22, For wh,i t purpose ttw Jesus' disciples IftOilkM with holy 
spirit, and how can It be said that the attainting teaches them? 

23. whnt ciura moils are now reteont^rninij the ’ rook-miias” on 
which Jesus Christ Sethi he would bv ' i his ctoi.^rei'ulion ? 
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one or something else? Let us ask Simou Peter 
himself. 

**In 1 Peter 2:3-9 the apostle says: “The Lord 
is kind. Coming to him as to a living stone, re¬ 
jected. it is true, by men, but chosen, precious, 
with God, you yourselves also as living stones are 
being built up a spiritual house for the purpose of 
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it is 
contained in Scripture: 'Look! I am laying in 
Zion a stone, chosen, a foundation cornerstone, 
precious: and no one exercising faith in it will by 
any means come to disappointment.* It is to you, 
therefore, that he is precious, because you are 
believers: but to those not believing [the nation 
of natural Israel], *the identical stone that the 
builders rejected has become the head of the cor¬ 
ner/ mid *a stone of stumbling and a rock-mass 
| p&tra J of offense/ These are stumbling because 
they are disobedient to the word. To this very end 
they were also appointed. But you are 'a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for special possession, that you should declare 
abroad the excellencies’ of the one that called you 
gu' of darkness into his wonderful light/* 

There the apostle Peter applies the prophecies 
of God's written Word (Isaiah 28:16; 8:14; Psalm 
118:22; Kxodus 19:5, 6), and he plainly says that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the “rock-mass” foretold 
in Isaiah 8:14, against which the nation of Israel 
would strike the foot and take offense. A second 
witness of this fact is the apostle Paul, who, when 
writing to the Christians in Rome, did not once 
mention Peter as being the “rock-mass” but said: 

2,1 “Israel, although pursuing a law of righteous¬ 
ness, did not attain to the law. For what reason? 

34. Whoci (lu^ Peter identify os Hut "rock* in am/* and how does 
he do 50 ? 

25. 26, When writing to Christians ah Tlo me, to whom iUd. the 
aposU-o Paul dirL-ct attention as being: the ''rock-masa" T 
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Because he pursued it, not by faith, but as by 
works. They stumbled on the ‘stone of stumbling*; 
as it is written: ‘Look! I am laying in Zion a stone 
of stumbling and a rock-mass f petra J of offense, 
but he that rests his faith on it [masculine pro¬ 
noun in Greek applying to the Sterne ] will not come 
to disappointment/ . . . Christ Is the end of the 
Law, so that everyone exercising faith may have 
righteousness.”—Romans 9:31 to 1< 1 :4. 

- T The apostle Paul is even more definite about 
this in his letter to the Christians in Corinth, 
Greece, for he refers to his Jewish forefathers and 
says: "Our forefathers were all under the cloud 
and all passed through the [Red] sea and all got 
baptized into Moses by means of the cloud and of 
the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they used to 
drink from the spiritual rock-mass that followed 
them, and that rock-mass meant the Christ.” 
—J. Corinthians 10:1-4. 

Nor did the other apostles of Jesus Christ re¬ 
gard Simon Peter as the ''rock-mass" on which 
Jesus Christ was to build his congregation. Even 
after Jesus spoke the words of Matthew 16:18 to 
Peter, the apostles James and John made this re¬ 
quest of Jesus through their mother: “Grant us 
to sit down, one at your right hand ant! one at your 
left, in your glory.” At this request Jesus dis¬ 
claimed r aving appointed Peter to his right hand 
in tlie heavenly kingdom, for Jesus said: “This 
sitting down at my right or at my left is not mine 
to give, but it belongs to those for whom it has 
been prepared.” Prepared by whom? “Prepared 
by my Father.” (Mark 10:35-40; Matthew 20:20- 
23) The other apostles became indignant at such 

27. Whitt even more pointed statement on this nutter did Patti 
mtkr In his it'I ter to Christians In Corinth? 

28. 29. la) How rlid the apostles Jnmc« und John show that the; 
did not believe Peter to b> the *'rock-muss” on whleh Jesus was 
to build Ills omgtvgvttJon. and wtml did Jesus' reply to them 
indicate? ( b) ix-eti at their last paaaovtr with Jesus, what were 
the jipcyyi-le?- srtfLiLng about, as reported by .Luke? 
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a request by James and John* Even on the night 
of their last passovei* with Jesus Christ they ar¬ 
gued over positions. 

In Luke 22:24-26 we read: “There also arose 
a heated dispute among them over which one of 
them seemed to be greatest. But he said to them: 
‘The kings of the nations lord it over them, and 
those having authority over them are called Bene¬ 
factors. You, though, are not to be that way. Bui 
let him that is the greatest among you become as 
the youngest, and the one acting as chief as the 
one ministering/ See also Mark 9:33-35. 

® n The apostle John outlived the apostle Peter. 
(John 21:20-24) Years after Peter died, it was 
John who wrote the last five hooks that were made 
part of the Holy Bible, namely, the Revelation or 
Apocalypse, three letters or epistles, and the Gos¬ 
pel of John. Xn the second-last chapter of the Reve¬ 
lation, John describes the glorious vision that was 
given to him of the ‘‘Lamb’s wife,” that is to say, 
the congregation as the spiritual Bride of Jesus 
Christ, she is pictured as a glorious heavenly city, 
the New Jerusalem, and, when describing it, John 
says: 

Bl *Tt had a great and lofty wall and had twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names 
were inscribed which are those of lhe twelve tribes 
of the sons of Israel* On the east were three gates, 
and on the north three gates, arid on the south 
three gates, and on the west three gates. The wall 
of the city also had twelve foundation stones, and 
on them the twelve names of the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb/'—Revelation 21:2, 9-14. 

This vision, given to John years after Peter’s 
death, gives no primacy to Peter, nor does it make 

30, 3l_ Ufu*r Peter t'lifd. what was the apostle John shown 

a* to the lounffeillon stem** of the Nt‘w Jerusalem, which is 
Christ'? glorified congrepllon? 

32. 33. faj Dot.-ii this vision show Peter to he- the one on whom the 
Christian congregation 1? bwllt? <hl Iti with LJjLs. 

whiit did PuulI s;iy o bout the foundat ion T 
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him the "rock-mass” on which as a foundation the 
Lord Jesus Christ builds his congregation* All the 
other apostles are equally fotmdation stones with 
Peter. None of the apostles rests upon Peter, but 
all of them, including Peter, rest upon the real 
‘'rock-mass/’ which both the apostle Peter and the 
apostle Paul tell us is the Christ. In agreement 
with John's vision the apostle Paul writes, in 
Lphesiaiss 2; 19-22: 

** “You are fellow citizens of the holy ones and 
are members of the household of God, and you 
have been built up upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, while Christ Jesus himself 
is the foundation cornerstone. In union with him 
the whole building, being harmoniously joined to¬ 
gether, is growing into a holy temple for Jehovah. 
In union with him [Christ JesusJ you, too, are 
being built up together Into a place for God to 
inhabit by spirit.” 

” J It was not the apostle Peter in whom the 
prophecy of Isaiah 28:16 concerning the laying of 
the foundation in the heavenly Zion was fulfilled. 
After Jesus ascended to heaven, Peter on the day 
of Pentecost said that Jesus Christ had gone to 
heaven to sit at God’s right hand; and in his first 
letter, chapter two, Peter applies Isaiah's prophecy 
to Jesus Christ. Consequently, Peter agrees with 
the other apostles that Jesus Christ himself is the 
symbolic “rock-mass” on which Jesus builds his 
own congregation. 

a '- In its foundations the Christian congregation 
of God corresponds with the former Israelite con¬ 
gregation of God. The Israelite congregation of 
God was made up of twelve tribes. The twelve 
tribes of Israel were founded upon the twelve sons 
of Israel; and, in turn, the twelve sons were found- 

JM, Did PoU?r with the <>lhi»r anosth-s on the Identity of the 

foviruluticm atont laid in heavenly Zion, Arid how dUl he show this? 
35. 36. In the Christian con^tviftiUon of God, vrho correspond 
wlLta Jacob and his sons in relation to the former Ltrii<>litc con* 
g rogation ? 
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ed upon their common father, Jacob, whose name 
was changed to Israel- In Genesis 49:28 we read: 
“All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this 
is what their father spoke to them when he was 
blessing them/' The main foundation was the pa¬ 
triarch Jacob; the twelve sons were secondary 
foundations, upon which the whole nation directly 
rested* 

Corresponding to the patriarch Jacob or Israel 
Is the Lord Jesus Christ in being the “rock-mass” 
or the main foundation of the spiritual “Israel of 
God," He laid down his human life that this con¬ 
gregation, the spiritual “Israel of God," might 
come into existence. Corresponding to the twelve 
sons of Jacob or Israel are the twelve apostles 
whom Jesus Christ personally chose. (Luke 6:12- 
16; Matthew 10:1-4; Acts 9:1-16) These all are 
c co ti d 1 11 - y to unci a tions i •e.<! i i ig 11 pon t. h e * ‘ rock - 
mass,” Jesus Christ* 

a7 Corresponding with the twelve tribes of Israel 
are the symbolic "twelve tribes of the sons of Is¬ 
rael,” namely, the entire spirit-begotten, spirit- 
anointed congregation of which Jesus Christ is the 
Head. Not Peter, taut the apostle John was given 
the vision of these symbolic twelve tribes of the 
spiritual “Israel of God.*' 

:i * In Revelation 7:4-8 John names the twelve 
tribes, each tribe being composed of 12,000 mem¬ 
bers, namely, Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naph- 
tali, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, 
Joseph and Hen jam in. All together, they make up 
a congregation of 144,000 spiritual Israelites, 
Later, in Revelation 14:1-3, the apostle John sees 
these 144,000 tribesmen standing on the heavenly 

37, Who in thcr Christian arrangt'ment of thing'd oo-rrespoTMi with 
the twelve tribes of natural Israel ? 

3tf, fiti How many of these spiritual Israelite© nuike up the 
(itristian ocuiKTCKoi mill where is tills set out Ln the* Bible? 
<b» Who Is trie m^ln foundation on whom the New Jerusalem is 
built? 
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Mount Zion with the “Lamb of God that takes 
away the sin of the world.** No doubt those twelve 
tribal names were the ones that John saw in¬ 
scribed on the twelve gates of the heavenly New 
Jerusalem, (Revelation 21:12, 13; John 1:29, 36) 
This indicates that the New Jerusalem, “the 
Lamb's wife/’ is made up of 144,000 citizens. 
Agreeable with Its twelve spiritual tribes* New 
-Jerusalem's wall had twelve foundations Inscribed 
with the names of the twelve apostles. The one 
main foundation is the Bridegroom, Jesus Chi 1st. 
—Revelation 21:14. 


"Till KEYS OF THK KINGDOM OF TICE HEAVENS" 


** In due time Jesus Christ did _ ive to the 
apostle Peter the promised “keys of the kingdom 
of the heavens.” (Matthew 16:19) These “keys” 
are, of course* not literal ones, as though the king¬ 
dom of the heavens had literal doors or gates. How 
a “key” can be used in a symbolic way Jesus 
d em onstrated when, according to Luke 11:52, he 
said to those who were versed in the Law of Mo¬ 
ses: “Woe to you who are versed in the Law, 
because you took away the key of knowledge; you 
yourselves did not go in, and those going in you 
hindered!” That “key of knowledge** could have 
helped the people into God's heavenly kingdom, 
for, in Matthew 23:13, Jesus said: “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you 
shut up the kingdom of the heavens before men; 
for you yourselves do not go in, neither do you 
permit those on their way in to go in.” 

40 Contrary to the selfish action of such hypo¬ 
critical scribes and Pharisees, Peter was assigned 
to use the keys of knowledge to open up the op¬ 
portunity to enter the heavenly kingdom. 


3$. <ft) in due times to whom did Jesus Christ Rive the promised 

We 


.1 m 




lTi' they illeriil 


kwy;■ of the kingdom of I!h~ Ucovcns' 
keys? 

40. For wliai purpose was Peter to use the keys entrusted to him ? 
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41 According to the part that Peter played on 
the day of Pentecost of 33 GJS., in acting as the 
leading spokesman under guidance of the out¬ 
poured spirit, Peter used the first one of the “keys 
of the kingdom of the heavens.” His speech to the 
thousands of inquisitive Jew's that day is reported 
in twenty-throe consecutive verses of chapter two 
of the Acts of the Apostles, together with “man: 
other words" with which he spoke and exhorted 
them to repent, be baptized and get saved. (Acts 
2:14-41) liy the knowledge that Peter thus im¬ 
parted to the Jews he enabled them to take the 
necessary steps to become heirs of the heavenly 
kingdom with Jesus Christ. 

iS Those Jews and circumcised proselytes then 
being saved were joined to the new congregation 
drat Jesus Christ was building on himself, the 
true “rack-mass.” As salvation back there was 
“for the Jew first," Peter used the first of the 
“keys of the kingdom of the heavens” in behalf 
of the Jews.—Romans 2:6-10. 

,:i According to the seventy weeks of years of 
the prophecy of Daniel 0:LM-27 ? God’s special ex¬ 
clusive favor was to continue to the nation of 
natural Israel till autumn of the year 36 CJ£.« or 
three and a half years after Jesus Christ was killed 
sacrificially. At that time Peter was given the 
second one of the kingdom keys to use in behalf 
of the non-Jews, the uneircumeised Gentiles. 

** Peter had never entered a Gentile home be¬ 
fore, but now' God sent to Peter a vision to teach 
him that God was at the point of beginning to 
cleanse the Gentiles for heavenly salvation- God 

41, When £ id Peter use the ftret one of those key®, and with what 
bene lit to thus •' win i h* i rd ■■ m? 

43 . in boluilC or whom tlltl EVtrr u.-h* the Ursi of th* kfytt? 

■13, How ion*.-. dl 1 God's special exclusive fnvor continue to 
tmlural Israel,. a«J what use of the second kingdom key was 
made nt the t-tld o-r I‘sal th"* ? 

44, (u) Why aid lvi.er «o Into the home of the Gentile Cornelia* 

u_tid even coin ,md irm-L there to baptized? (b j V/ hat 

opl'-ort unity was now a pea lor Gen Liles? 
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told Peter to go with three messengers from 
Caesarea, whom be bad told the Italian centurion 
there to send to Peter at Joppa. Accordingly Peter 
went with them and entered the Gentile home and 
preached the Kingdom message to Cornelius and 
all those whom he had gathered in his home. While 
Peter was yet speaking to those Gentile listeners, 
God poured down holy spirit upon them and they 
began speaking with foreign languages and glori¬ 
fying God. At tills evidence of God’s acceptance 
of these Gentile believers, Peter commanded them, 
not to get circumcised, but to get baptized In 
water. (Acts 10:1-48) The door was now open for 
Gentiles to enter the Kingdom. 

Years later, at a general Christian conference 
in Jerusalem, Peter spoke of his appointment to 
use this second symbolic "key,” saying: *'Brothers, 
you well know that from early days [thirteen 
years previously} God made the choice among 
you that through my mouth people of the nations 
LGentiles] should hear the word of the good news 
and believe; and God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he 
did to us also. And he made no distinction at all 
between us [Jews | and them, but purified their 
hearts by faith. . . . we trust to get saved through 
the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the 
same way as those people also. 1 ’—Acts 15:6-11. 

4f * Up till the conversion of the Italian centurion 
Cornelius many miles away from Jerusalem, the 
world of mankind had been divided up into two 
general classes, the Jews and the Gent ile nations. 
But now tile doorway into God’s heavenly kingdom 
with Jesus Christ was open to all mankind re¬ 
gardless of race or nationality. There was no fur¬ 
ther need for Peter to use any more "keys of the 
kingdom of the heavens." His work with the keys 


45. Years later, what did Peter say about fils Appointment to use 
tills second symbolic 4 * " 

■19- t>h3 Peter ttSEtiltiuf- to b.-tv** use 1 for the keys? 
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was now finished. Jesus Christ was now building 
undrcumcised Gentiles as well as natural Jews 
into his congregation on the “rock-mass,” The 
converted Gentiles were being made spiritual Is¬ 
raelites.—Ephesians 2:11-22. 

* 7 Since then the followers of Christ have been 
carrying out his commandment as set forth in 
Matthew 28 :19, 20. Since then God has been taking 
out the 144,000 members of the twelve tribes of 
spiritual Israel from all peoples, nations and races. 
Today, after nineteen centuries, there is on earth 
only a remnant of the 144,000 members of the 
true anointed Christian congregation. (Revelation 
12:17) But, particularly since tlie year 1935, Je¬ 
hovah God has been graciously gathering to their 
side the “great crowd'* of earthly worshipers fore¬ 
seen and described in Revelation 7:9-17. These 
sheep!ike people with earthly hopes have till now 
been faithfully joining with the anointed remnant 
in giving the final Kingdom witness before the 
war of Armageddon, as foretold in Matthew 24:14. 

-47 (a» AfE mcLisy monikTs of the ;i nofm.-tl Christian, 

co pat ion still cm earth ? < b) VVbat other troup of ih'Owhs 
liave joined wiut the nncinttsl remnant ah active Kingdom 
witnesses? 




CHAPTER 



God a Person 
—or Three Persons 

in One God, IVhich? 


HE word 4 'mystery/ 5 meaning * 'sacred 
secret/* Js found twenty-eight times in 
the entire Holy .Bible, not in its inspired Hebrew 
Scriptures but only in its inspired Greek Scrip¬ 
tures. In the popular Authorized Version of King 
James we read of the “mysteries of the kingdom 
of God/' and of the "mystery of the gospel/' of 
the “mystery of iniquity/' of the “mystery 
of the faith/* of The "mystery of godliness/' 
of the “mystery of the seven stars,” and of "Mys¬ 
tery, Babylon the Great,” hence of Lhe "mystery 
of the woman/ 1 Once these “mysteries” were not 
understood and men could not explain them. 
(Romans 16:25; Colossians 1:26, 27) But in hi^ 
due lime God revealed the meaning of these sacred 
secrets to his faithful worshipers, so that they 
could be declared and made known.—1 Corinthians 
15:51; Ephesians 1:9; 3:3; 6:19; Colossians 4:3. 

* Luke S:10; Epheidant 6:19; 2 Thes&alonkins 2:7; 
1 Timothy 3:9, 16; Revelation 1:20; 17:5, 7, Authorized 
Version of the Bible. 



X. What *u-i* si •ini* of ■ lie "raystark*si’* or "sacred aucxeur 1 of 
which the Bible speaks, and have they continued to he .iUcJi7 
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2 In 1 Corinthians 2;1 the apostle Paul reminds 
the Corinthian congregation that lie did not try to 
becloud the mystery or sacred secret with ex¬ 
travagant speech or worldly wisdom, saying: 4 % 
when I came to you, brothers, did not come with 
an extravagance of speech or of wisdom declaring 
the sacred secret of God to you.” 

Here we note that the apostle Paul speaks of 
the mystery or sacred secret “of God.” Elsewhere, 
also, he speaks of the “sacred secret of God” and 
of the “sacred secret ol the Christ” (Ephesians 
3:4; Golosslans 2:2; 4:3; Revelation 10:7) Does 
this refer to what the religious clergymen of 
Christendom speak of as “the mystery of the Iloly 
Trinity"? Does the Holy Bible teach such a “mys¬ 
tery" of a “God in three Persons," or, “three Per¬ 
sons in one God"? By such 4 'mystery'* of Chris¬ 
tendom they understand that the Lord God is God, 
Jesus Christ is God and the Holy Spirit is God, 
and yet they are not three Gods but only one God 
in three Persons, “Father, Son and Holy Ghost," 
Their word “Trinity” does not occur in the Holy 
Bible. 

* The Roman Catholic Church, the strongest one 
religious organization on earth, holds to the “Trin¬ 
ity” as the central doctrine of its religious belief. 
However, the religious organization ranking next 
in numbers (445,949,000 in the year 1965) is the 
Islamic or Mohammedan, They reject the ‘'Trin¬ 
ity.” According to their sacred book, Jesus denies 
that he is a member of a “Trinity” of three co¬ 
equal Persons, for their Koran, Sura 5, section 16, 
verse 119, reads: “And behold! God will say: 'O 
Jesus the son of Mary! Didst thou say unto men, 
“Worship me and my mother as gods in deroga¬ 
tion of God"?* He will say: ‘Glory to Thee! Never 

2, 3. (a) Since the Bible ref it* to tin* mystery or sacred secret 
"Of cod" mid the ‘'larred secret of the CfirUl, who L quest-ton Is 
raised in Connection wit.- tin- Trinity? tb) WMt Is Christendom's 
E.r»chttSjflE of the Trinity? 

4. L>» bOlfi Catholic' ::n ri .Moslems accept the ;d<L’a of b Trimly? 
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could I say what I had no right (to say). Had 1 
said such a thing, Thou wouldst indeed have 
known it. Thou knowest what is in my heart, 
though I know not what is in Thine* For Thou 
knowest in full till that is hidden/ M —AJi trans¬ 
lation. 

* An older religious organization, though not so 
strong in numbers* is that of the natural Jews. 
These accept the Hebrew Scriptures from Moses 
to Mai a chi as being sacred and inspired. Concern¬ 
ing the "Trinity” wc read the following in The 
Jewish Encyclopedia, Volume 12 (edition of 1909), 
page 260: 

. . . the concept of the union in one God of Father, 
Son, and Iloly Spirit us three infinite persons. It 
was the Nicene Council and even more especially 
the A tbanasian Creed that first gave the dogma its 
definite formulation: "And the Catholic Faith is 
tills: That we worship one God In Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity; Neither confounding the Persons; 
nor dividing the Substance/' Equalization of the 
Son with the Father marks an innovation in the 
Pauline theology: "Vet to us there is one God, the 
Father, of whom arc all things, and we unto him; 
and One Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things, and we through him." <1 Corinthians 8:6, 
R.VJ, while In another passage the Holy Ghost is 
added (1 Corinthians 12:3; compare Titus 2:13), 
thus rapidly developing the concept of the Trinity 
(2 Corinthians 13:14 >. 

This encyclopedia goes on to say that the con¬ 
troversies between the Trinitarians of Christen¬ 
dom and the Jews concerning the “Trinity” 

centered for the most part about the problem 
whether the writers of the Old Testament bore 
Witness to it or not. the Jews naturally rejecting 
every proof brought forward by their opponents. 
The latter [the Trinitarians 1 based their arguments 
on the Trlsagion [meaning "Three Times Holy") 
in Isaiah 6:3. a proof which had been frequently 
offered since Eusebius [of Caesarea, of the fourth 

5, (a) Do Uu> J^ws brjim 1 in the TMtlUy? <b) Do Trinitarians 
cEafm that the Trinity Helds any support La Inc Hebrew Scrip¬ 
tures ? 
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century C.E1 and Gregory of Narianzus [of the 
fourth century C-3E.L The convert Jacob Peres oi 
Valentia i tiled 1491) even found an allusion to the 
Trinity in the word “Klohim' 1 and [Martini Luther 
saw distinct traces of the doctrine in Genesis 1:1, 
20; 3:21; 11:7, 8, 9; Numbers 0:22; 2 Samuel 23:2; 
and Daniel 7:13, The Jewish polemics against this 
doctrine date almost from its very conception, 

• Even today the Trinitarians argue that the Old 
Testament (ox* Hebrew Scriptures) supports their 
teaching of Three Persons in One God, or Trinity 
in Unity. Weil, then, does their argument that the 
Trlsagfon (the mention of “Holy” three times to¬ 
gether) in Isaiah 6:3 proves the “Trinity” hold 
good? Isaiah 6:3 (AV) says concerning the sera* 
phim about God’s throne: “And one cried unto 
another, and said> Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
[Jehovah, in the traditional Hebrew text! of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

7 Does that say that the Lord (AV}, or Jehovah 
(AS), fs three Persons in One? Or does it say that 
there are three Lords or three Jehovahs? No! For 
in Mark 12:28-30 Jesus Christ quoted Moses’ 
words to the nation of Israel in Deuteronomy 6:4, 
5, which read: "Listen, O Israel: Jehovah our God 
is one Jehovah. And you must love Jehovah your 
God with alt your heart and all your soul and all 
your vital force.” So Jesus himself confirmed that 
there is only one Jehovah. 

" Similar to Isaiah 6:3, the account of Hevela- 
lion 4:8 ( AV) speaks about the living creatures 
about God's heavenly throne and says: “And they 
rest not day and night, saying. Holy, holy, holy. 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come.” Does this saying of "holy” three times 

C, 7. In) In whne wny do Trinitarian* claim that Isalnh SJlupporU 
their teaching? <b> Mow does Joans Christ, when *iik , t lug from 
the I iThrow Scriptures, shaft that Ltieue TriniLarians are wrong 
In their conclusions Y 

8. Wh«l expression found at Revelation t:S Is like that at Isaiah 
6:3, and how docs the oldest Greek manuscript containing the 
book of Revelation affect any Trinitarian claims made concerning 
thb scripture? 
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here mean that the Lord God Almighty Is Three 
Persons, or that there are three Lords God Al¬ 
mighty? If there are three Almighty Ones, how 
could there be one most mighty? Furthermore, 
the Sinaitic Greek manuscript of the fourth cen¬ 
tury C.E., the oldest Greek manuscript containing 
the book of Revelation, repeats the word "holy” 
eight (8) times, not three times, in Revelation 4:8; 
and it would be foolish to argue that this means 
that there are eight Persons in the one Lord God 
Almighty. 

"That the Lord God Almighty seated on the 
throne is just one Person, not three, Revelation 
4:9 to 5:13 proceeds to show. How? It states that 
the Lord God Almighty has in his hand a scroll 
sealed with seven seals. Then the 4 Lion that is of 
the tribe of Judah, the root of David,” steps for¬ 
ward ami takes the scroll out of the hand of the 
Lord God Almighty. After that a new song is sung 
in praise of this Lamb, saying: “You were 
slaughtered and with your blood you bought per¬ 
sons for God out of every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and you made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our God, and they will 
rule as kings over the earth.” 

10 Then all creatures in heaven and on earth join 
in saying to the Lord God Almighty on the throne 
and to the Lamb, the Lion of the tribe of Judah: 
“To the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb 
be Lhe blessing and the honor and the glory and 
the might forever and ever.” Everybody with 
clear vision can see here t he distinction and sepa¬ 
ration that are made between the Lord God Al¬ 
mighty and the Lamb or glorified Jesus Christ in 
heaven. Furthermore, there is no mention or pic¬ 
ture made here of the holy spirit and no praises 

ft. 10. ca> Bow docs Revelation 4:9 Co S:i3 show uu»t tlv- [-^rd 
God Almighty Is Jtttt am Pcmn. and distinct from 

"the Li mb' " Jasus Christ? (b) From thip and other scriptures 
in Revcltiiii'O. ivhat do Wo observe as to the holy (spirit? 
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sung to the holy spirit* So this miraculous vision 
given to the apostle- John takes in just two per¬ 
sonages, not three, and one of these two personages 
alone is “God Almighty,” All through the rest of 
the Revelation to John a difference is drawn be¬ 
tween the Lord God Almighty on his throne and 
ilie Lamb, “his Christ,” and leaving out the holy 
spirit.—Revelation 7:10; 11:15, 16. 

11 But what about the argument of the Trini¬ 
tarians concerning the Hebrew “Elohim,” which 
is translated “God” in Genesis 1:1? There we read: 
"Fn the beginning God [Elohhnj created the heav¬ 
ens and the earth*” The Trinitarians remind US 
very strongly that the w’ord elohim literally means 
"gods,” and hence that the One who created 
heaven and earth was “Gods.” And then, following 
the suggestion of Ihe German religious reformer, 
Martin Luther, they quote Genesis 1:26 (AV) t 
which reads: “And God said. Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness.” Here God (Elohitrt) 
says: “Let tis [plural] make man in our [plural] 
image, after our [plural 1 likeness/’ Here the Trini¬ 
tarians say, God (Elohim) was talking to himself 
and lie could thus talk to himself because lie is, 
not one Person, but Three Persons, a Trinity. But 
is anything wrong here? 

H Yes, because JStohtm means, not “Persons,” 
but “Gods/' So by such argument the Trinitarians 
make themselves to be polytheists or worshipers 
of many Gods. Moreover, in the next verse from 
the beginning, in Genesis 1:2, a number of modern 
Bible translations do not say ‘'the Spirit of God,” 
hut say. The Anchor Bible of 1964, “And only an 
awesome wind sweeping over the water”; An 
American Transtation s edition of 1948, “And a 
tempestuous wind raging over the surface of the 

II. 12, Wh.'ti ! i pport for their tea chins <lo Trinitarians claim 
to find in l.h« Bible's uie of the Hebrew word St&Him, but whet 
Ls wtoih: with lhr:r argument? ■ t>» L>oo- (.he sc corn! vers* of 
■; rofer ' iii-? ■ i ;..rci Person'' ol like Trinity, and ±iow do 

modem Bible tran inuons help one to determine thUT 
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waters”; The Torah - The Five Books of Moses cl 
1962, “And a wind from God sweeping over the 
water”; The Holy Bible in Modern English (Ferrar 
Fenton) of 1928 f “But the breath of God vibrated 
over its fluid face*’; and the Ncio World Transla¬ 
tion of 1961, “And Gad ! s active force was moving 
to and fro over the surface of the waters.” So here 
no “Third Person” of a “Trinity” is referred to 
actually. 

1J Well, then, if God or Flo him was not talking 
to himself in Genesis 1:26 and also in 3:22; 11:7, 
to whom was He really talking? To the angels, 
say the Jews. But evidently it was to God’s “mas¬ 
ter worker, M who found what he was fond of in the 
“sons of men." (Proverbs 8:22-31) That is to say. 
God was talking to the one who is called "The 
Word of God” in Revelation 19:13. This Word of 
God is spoken of by the apostle John also in John 
1:1-3, where, according to An American Transla¬ 
tion, we read: “In the beginning the Word existed. 
The Word was with God, and the Word was divine. 
It was he that was with Gad in the beginning. 
Everything came into existence through him, and 
apart from him nothing came to be.” Also, Colos- 
sians 1:16, 17 (AT): “All things were created 
through him and for him. lie existed before all 
things and he sustains and embraces them all.” 
Thus, at man’s creation, Blohvm talked to his only- 
begoUen Son, “the Word of God.” 

14 It is therefore evident that the title Ela him , 
which has the form of a plural noun, is the plural 
of excellence or of majesty, as grammars of the 
Hebrew irMiguagc point out, and is not a plural 
form to denote a combination of several fellow 
members. For that mason, in the Hebrew text, 
BloMm, when applying to Jehovah as God. has a 

13. To whom, then, was God talking at Genesis 1:26. and how do 
other portions or the LUhic snow tbit? 

14. Why is tho HUl- Rio Aim In the plural form when rcferriMj to 
JehDviJi, and bow do tile a ocomi Moving verbs corroborate Lalj t 
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verb in the singular number and not In the plural 

number as if indicating several persons. So, in 
Genesis 3:5, it does not say, “God XElohlm^ 
know,” as of several persons knowing, but, “God 
[. Eloh&m | knows,” as of one person* 

11 The title Eltofohn, when used as a plural form 
of excellence or of majesty, is applied, not only to 
Jehovah, but also to others who are considered 
and worshiped each one as a God. For Instance, 
when the Israelites brought the lone Ark of the 
Covenant into their war camp for help, the enemy 
Philistines got afraid and said: “God [ EJlohtm J is 
come [not, are comej into the camp.” (1 Samuel 
4:7, AV) In Judges 3:33 we read concerning the 
unfaithful Israelites: "They appointed Baal-beritb 
as their god [clohim].** Also: “They went into the 
house of their god [ etohim 1 and ate and dl-ank and 
called down evil upon Abimelech.” (Judges 9:27) 
In Judges 11:24 Judge Jephthah asks the Am¬ 
monites: 'Is it not whoever Chemosh your god 
| elohrm J causes you to dispossess that you will 
dispossess ?” 

“ Also, in Judges 16:23, 24 the Philistine god 
Dagon is four times called eJohim; likewise in 
1 Samuel 5:7. Concerning unfaithful King Sol¬ 
omon and his subjects we read, in 1 Kings 11:5, 
33: “Solomon began going after Ashtoreth the 

goddess [efoMT/il of the Sidoninns and after Mil- 
com the disgusting thing of the Ammonites.’- “The 
reason why is that they have left me and begun 
to bow down to Ashtoreth the goddess [ etohim] 
of the Sidonians, to Chemosh the god f clohim ] of 
Moab and to Milcom the god [doftlm] of the sons 
of Ammon.” 

17 In 1 Kings 18:27 the prophet Elijah taunted 
the prophets of Baal, saying: "Call at the top of 
your voice, for he 1- a god \_clohim ]In 2 


15-17. Give other Scriptural examples of the use of the title 
tftoMrri to h onvey the idea ot excdienc# or majesty. 
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1: 2, 3, 6, 16 BaaLzehub is called eloJi l m. In 2 Kings 
19:37 and Isaiah 37:38 the Assyrian Nisroch is 
called clohim* 

11 Certainly the calling of each one of these idol 
gods by the title eiohim did not mean that each 
such god was a “trinity.” Neither does the apply¬ 
ing of Nlohim to Jehovah mean that He is more 
than one Person. For a certainty, then, the Chris- 
rian Bible writers got no Trinitarian ideas from 
the inspired Hebrew Scriptures. 

IS THERE A TKIXTTAKIAN “SECOND PERSON” 7 

IS> Do nol be otended at the question, but. Is 
Jesus Christ the “Second Person" in a •‘Trinity” 
of “God the Father. God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost"? Let the Holy Bible answer. When 
the angel Gabriel announced the coming birth of 
Jesus to Mary, he said: “This one will be great and 
will be called Son of the Most High; . . . Holy 
spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. For that reason also 
what is boro w ill be called holy. God's Son.” ( Luke 
1 :32-3 d) Since Jesus is the “Son of the Most High” 
and so Is “God's Son,” how can Jesus be the Most 
High God himself? Or be ‘equal in power and 
glory' with the heavenly Father? He could not be 
such, nor does the Holy Bible say tilts, 

** Hence, when the Son let God his heavenly 
Father transfer his life from heaven to the virgin's 
womb, he showed that he was not even trying to 

* Sec also Isaiah 44:6; 45:5, 14, 21; Daniel 1:2 

l twice); Hosea 13:4; Amos 5:26; 8:14: Jonah 1:5; Micah 
4:5, Compare Acts 7:43 with Amos 5:26. where the 
<4reek word the6s (singular) compares with m* 


IK, <i) Ts II rfMonablf to conclude that- ouch of tbcie goils was a 
"trinity" “ ibj So did the Christian Bible writers leant about the 
Trinity from th* inspired: Hebrew Scriptures? 

19. How does an announcement by Ijio migol Gabriel answer 
this question, is Jesus Christ the "Second Person" in a "Trinit 
Of oornual member#: 

all. 21. Rather than trying to make liitrsaelf resemble the Most 
High, bow did Jesus act, as shown at Phlllpplans 2'5-HT 
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be like the ancient king of Babylon, who said: “I 
shall go up above the high places of the clouds; 
I shall make myself resemble the Most High/’ 
fIsaiah 14:14) Just to the contrary of that was 
the way that the godlike “Son of the Most High" 
acted, as described by the apostle Paul in Phllip- 
plarus 2:5-11, which says: 

** "Christ Jesus, who, although he was existing 
in God's form, gave no consideration to a seizure, 
namely, that he should be equal to God. No, but 
he emptied himself and took a slave's form and 
came to be in the likeness of men. More than that, 
when he found himself in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient as far as 
death, yes, death on a torture stake. For this very 
reason also God exalted him to a superior position 
and kindly gave him the name that is above every 
other name, so that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend of those in heaven and those on 
earth and those under the ground, and every 
tongue should openly acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is [what?] Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.” 

aa If Jesus Christ were already, from the begin* 
ning, the Mo^l High God, how, then, could “God 
the Father* exalt him any farther or give him a 
“superior position,'” higher than the position he 
had occupied before he became a man? Impossible! 
When resurrecting his Son Jesus from the dead 
and exalting him te heaven, God the Father did 
not exalt the Son to be His equal, but graciously 
gave to him the second-highest place in all the 
realm of life. Hence now every creature in heaven 
and earth and the dead people yet to be resur¬ 
rected from the ground have to confess Jesus, not 
as God, but as “Lord,” and their doing so serves 

Cai Hrmr does what God did for his Son Jf'-us after reFrirreet- 
lag him show that Jcsux was not the Mnut High God? (hi Wfcmt 
la meant by the statement that “in the name of Jesus every line* 
shoulil Ix'tul . . - to tlie glory of ^ot! lh-? Father" 
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to the ‘‘glory of God the Fat'tor.” In Jesus' name 
every knee will bend to God the Father, as God 
foretold in Isaiah 45:23, 24: (< To me every knee 
will bend down, every tongue will swear, saying, 
‘Surely in Jehovah there are full righteousness and 
strength/” Worship will be rendered to God 
through the Lord Jesus* 

- 1 Jesus always acknowledged himself as under¬ 
neath God, subject to God* He plainly declared 
that the heavenly Fattier was his God, the God 
of Jesus Christ When he came to John the Bap¬ 
tist to be baptized, he acknowledged the heavenly 
Father as his God, for then he fulfilled Psalm 40: 
6-8, just as Hebrews 10:5-10 says: 

,# When he comes into the world he says: 

4 “Sacrifice and offering you did not want, but you 
prepared a body for me. You did not approve of 
whole burnt offerings and sin offering/* Then I 
said, “LookI I am come (in the roll of the book it 
is written about me) to do your will, O God/’ * 
After first saying: ‘You did not want nor did you 
approve of sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt 
offerings and sin offering*—sacrifices that are of¬ 
fered according to the Law—then he actually 
says: ‘Look! I am come to do your will/ He does 
away with what is first that he may establish what 
is second. By the said ‘will* we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
onoe for all time/* 

There Jesus called the heavenly Father his 
God, whose will he came to earth to do. So he 
laid down a perfect human sacrifice, I he “body” 
of flesh that God had prepared for him to this end. 
When he was dying on the torture stake, he ac¬ 
knowledged the heavenly Father as his God, as 

•US* JK . 

23, 24. What did Jc-su£ odmow 3 ed no concerning his heavenly 
Pother, aui Imw Is this shpwn by the prophecy he fu]fU|*d at the 
time he pn^aentcil hlmuclf fur baptism? 

2SL When dyLnjr on the torture stake, how did Jesus show that he 
acknowledged the heavenly- Father a* his God? 
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Matthew 27:45, 46 tells us: 11 From the sixth hour 
on a darkness fell over £iil the land, until the ninth 
horn*. About the ninth hour Jesus called out with a 
loud voice, saying: ‘Eli, Eli , lama sabacht hunt ?* 
that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?' “ He thus fuffilled Psalm 22:1. Jesus was 
certainly not calling out to himself or asking why 
he had forsaken himself. Without hypocritical 
show he was really calling out to his God in heaven. 

- : On the morning o his resurrection day he did 
not raise himself from the dead, nor did he have 
what some dercymen have called “a spontaneous 
resurrection'’ (something like ‘spontaneous corn* 
bustion’). It was not as one Roman Catholic pic¬ 
ture book said: “Jesus is God. Only God couid 
make himself come back to life. Jest is arose from 
the dead on Easter Sunday/' However, on Pente¬ 
cost, fifty days after Jesus' resurrection * the apos¬ 
tle Peter said to the Jews: “God resurrected him 
by loosing the pangs of death, . , . This Jesus God 
resurrected, of which fact we are all witnesses. 
Therefore because he was exalted to the right hand 
of God . . , God made him both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom you impaled.”—Acts 2:24, 32-36. 

In agreement with all this, Hebrews 5:7, S 
says: '‘In the days of his flesh Christ offered up 
supplications and also petitions to the one who was 
;ible to save him out of death, with strong outcries 
and tears, and he was favorably heal’d for his 
godly fear. Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience from t he 1 things he suffered.*' When Je¬ 
sus was dead for parts of three days, God was not 
dead, for Habakkuk 1:12 says: “Are you not from 
long ago, O Jehovah? O my God, my Holy One, 
you do not die.” (NW; AT: Mo; Ko} So the im¬ 
mortal God could raise Jesus Christ from the dead. 

36. Who raised Jesms from the dead, and haw do you know? 
27. (a> When .T«fcu* was a rruin of flash, to whom did ho pmy ? 
|b) Wels it God who w«* dt-mt when Jesus died? 
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Shortly after Jesus Christ was raised f om the 
dead he spoke of the One who had raised him out 
of death as his God. He appeared to Mary Mag¬ 
dalene and said to her: “X have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But be on your way to my brothers 
and say to them, *1 am ascending to my Father 
and your Fatl j?r and to my Cod and your God/ " 
(John 20:11-17) The resurrected, glorified Jesus 
Christ worships the heavenly Father as his God 
tiie same as Jesus’ own disciples do. 

Because Jehovah the Most High is God to him, 
Jesus Christ can serve as God’s High Priest. Hence, 
according to Psalm 110:4 ( “Jehovah has sworn 
(and he will feel no regret) : "You are a priest to 
time indefinite according to the manner of Mel- 
chizedek!* ** And Hebrews 5:5, 6 says: “Christ did 
not glorify himself by becoming a high priest, but 
was glorified by him who spoke with reference to 
him: ‘You are my Son; T t today, I have become 
your father/ Just as he says also in another place: 
‘You are a priest forever according to the manner 
of Melchizedek/ n The God worshiped is higher 
than his high priest. So Jehovah God is higher 
than his High Priest Jesus. 

** As God’s High Priest, Jesus was privileged to 
offer an acceptable human sacrifice, the blood of 
which sacrifice was applied also to God’s # *new 
covenant” for the benefit of Jesus’ disciples. 

a 1 For this reason Jesus Christ is also privileged 
to serve as the "one mediator between God and 
men/* (1 Timothy 2:;>, 6; Hebrews 8:6 to 9:28} 
In being mediator of a covenant between God and 
men Jesus Christ is like the prophet Moses, who 
mediated the old Law covenant between Jehovah 
God and Israel. As to this it is written, in Gala¬ 
xy, After hi* resiirrrcllon, to whom dJd Jesus say he would be 
A£C*endln£ ? 

29, 3D. Whn in ;rii■ .Tesu* CThrlst O hli;h prli?At. and wh;;: does this 

SuateT 

31. What Is shown by the fact that Joui is the "mediator 
between Oo«l and men ? 
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tians 3:19* 20: "It [the Law] was transmitted 
tJirough angels by the hand of a mediator. INTow 
there is no mediator where only one person is con¬ 
cerned: but God is only ono." According to this 
Bible rule* Jesus Christ as Mediator was not deal¬ 
ing with himself as if he were two persons and 
mediating between himself. Jesus could not do 
that, for Jesus is only one person. Jesus was me¬ 
diating between the anointed Christian congrega¬ 
tion and God. who is “only one,* 1 not three persons. 
Jesus Christ and his Father Jehovah are not one 
God. but are separate and distinct persons; and 
Jehovah as God is higher and greater than his 
Mediator, Jesus Christ. 

** True, Jesus, when discussing shepherding 
work, did say: “I and the Father are one." (John 
10:30) They were one, not bodily, but in work, for 
Jesus was doing the will of his heavenly Father, 
who had sent Jesus and had a no in I ed him with 
holy spirit. Jesus wanted his faithful disciples to 
come to a similar unity with him and his Father. 
So Jesus prayed to Him as “the only true God/* 
saying: 

** "This means everlast i ng life, their taking in 
knowledge of you, the only true God, and of the 
one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ. Just as 
you sent me forth into the world, I also sent them 
foi-th into the world. And I am sanctifying myself 
in their behalf, that they also may be sanctified 
by means of truth-1 make request, not concerning 
these only, but also concerning those putting faith 
in me through their word; in order that they may 
all be one, just as you. Father, are in union with 
me and I am in union with you, that they also 
may be in union with us, in order that the world 
may believe that you sent me forth. Also, I have 
given them the glory that you have given me, in 

32 33, (ji) What dlil Je$u4 m«MUi by his staUrarnt. ''I and tin? 
I-’aHwr on#*’? U>> In tills connection, what did he pray 

rcgnxdmg O-ll who would, put In biJtt V 
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order that they may be one just as we a re one. 
I in union with them and you in union with me, 
in order that they may be perfected into one/* 
—John 17:3, 18-23. 

* 4 Jehovah God as Hie Sender and Anointer Is 
greater than the anointed Jesus, the Sent One. 
(John 13:16; Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:16-21) Jesus 
was a servant or slave to the One whose will he 
obeyed. (Romans 6:16; Isaiah 42:1-5: Matthew 
12:15-22) In fact, Jesus told his faithful apostles: 
‘"The Father is greater than I am/’ (John 14:28) 
The apostle Paul backed up Jesus Christ in that 
statement, when Paul wrote: “The head of the 
Christ is God." (1 Corinthians 11:3) “There Is 
. . . one Lord [Jesus Christ], one faith, one bap¬ 
tism; one God and Father of all persons, who is 
over all and through all and In all/' (Ephesians 4: 
4-6) There Is only one “God and Father of alt per¬ 
sons”; and since that exclusive one is “over all,” 
he is ovor his Son Jesus Christ. This Son is next 
below “God the Father.'* As for the holy spirit 
with which Jesus was anointed, this spirit is not a 
person at all but is God*s invisible active force by 
means of which God carries out his holy will and 
work.—Acts 10:38; Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:16-21. 

** Consequently, as regards that “mystery of 
the Holy Trinity,” the Sacred Bible says nothing 
about it, for it does not exist. * 

* The words "In heaven, the Father, the Word* and 
the Holy Ghost: and i ^ three are one. And there 
:aru.’ three that bear witness in earth.," as found in 
1 John 5:7, 8 of the Awtltori bfigd (King James) Version., 
are not found tn the oldest Greek raanu^iv ipts nor in 
modern Bible versions, such as AS, AT, IV Iff B. 3/o, Ro, 
RB r iVW, and others. (See page 3 for explanation of 

abbreviations used here.) 

34, (&> Since Jehovah God sent Jckuk to the earth end anointed 
him. and J esc us obeyed him. what den** nils show as to their 
relative positions? tbl Who did Jesus das' was ere a ten the 
father or himself? ana how did the apostle Paul hack up Jesus' 
statement? (e) What is the position of the "one f:otl and Father"’ 
Jn n-laUun to all others* including iris Son Jesus Christ? 

35. Docs the Bible teach the ''mystery of the Holy Trinity'”? 




CHAPTER 



Are You Under 

the Ten Commandments 

of Moses? 


N JOHN 1:17 it is written: “The law 
was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ/' (AV) Naturally the 
question arises: To whom was that law given, and 
are you and all other persons, Buddhists* Hindus, 
Confucianists, Shintoists, Mohammedans, Chris¬ 
tians, and all other religious people, under 

that Jaw given by means of the prophet Moses? If 
that law given by him came from the one true 
God, would it not be universal in its embrace and 
so would it not apply to all the inhabitants of the 
earth and also continue to apply to them forever? 
If we are seeking to do the will of our Creator, 
the Maker of heaven and earth* we should desire 
to know the answers to such questions, 

- Nineteen hundred years ago the Christian con¬ 
gregation was interested in such questions. Why? 
Because, for the first three and a half years of its 
existence, the Christian congregation was made 
up exclusively of Jews and circumcised proselytes. 

1. What questions arise* concerning the Jaw given by mean* of 
Mase-j, anti why should wo wuiu to know the arurw/<?ri>7 

2. Why were such questions of particular interest to the Christian 
conj^roj tat lwi at its be?■ mni n .: 7 



'-170 
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After such Jews and proselytes became Christians, 
were they still under the law given by Moses 1 ? To 
the Jewish Supreme Court of Jerusalem the Jew¬ 
ish Christian Stephen said: “This is the Moses 
that said to the sons of Israel, 'God will raise up 
for you from among your brothers a prophet like 
me.’ This is he that came to be among the con¬ 
gregation in the wilderness with the angel that 
spoke to him on Mount Sinai and with our fore¬ 
fathers, and he received living sacred pronounce¬ 
ments to give you.”—Acts 7:37. 38. 

4 The Ten Commandments were the first of the 
“living sacred pronouncements” that were given 
at Mount Sinai, through the angel of Jehovah God. 
Not all persons around the earth are familiar with 
those Ten Commandments. So here we quote them 
for our readers: 

(1) I am Jehovah your God, who have- brought 
you out of the hind of Egypt, out of the house 
of slaves. You must not have any other gods 
against my face, 

(2) You roust not make for yourself a carved 
image or a form like anything that is In the 
heavens above or that Is on the earth under¬ 
neath or that is in the waters tinder the earth. 
You must not bow down to them nor be in¬ 
duced to serve them, because I Jehovah your 
God am a God exacting exclusive devotion, 
bringing punishment for the error of fathers 
upon sons, upon the third generation and 
upon the fourth generation, in the case of 
those who hate me; but exercising loving- 
kindness toward the thousandth genera Lion in 
the case of those who love me* and keep my 
commandments. 

(3) You must not take up the name of Jehovah 
your God in a worthless way, for Jehovah will 
not leave the one unpunished who takes up 
his name in a worth! way. 

44) Remembering the sabbath day to hold it 
sacred, you are to render service and you must 
do &U your work six days. But the seventh 


3. With wJto!» did tlie Ten commandtnents originate, rind what 

i tvjuirvmcnta <it*l they set emit 
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day is a sabbftlb to Jehovah your God. You 
must not do any work, you nor your son nor 
your daughter, your slave man nor your slave 
girl nor your domestic animal nor your alien 
resident who is inside your gates, For in six 
days Jehovah made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea and everything that is In them, and he 
proceeded to rest on the seventh day. That is 
why Jehovah blessed the sabbath day and 
proceeded to make it sacred 

Honor your father and your mother in order 
that your days may prove long upon the 
ground that Jehovah your God is giving you. 
You must not murder. 

You must not commit adultery. 

You must not steal. 

You must not testify falsely as a witness 
ugamst your fellow man. 

You must not desire your fellow man's 
house. You must not de-sire your fellow man's 
wife, nor his slave man nor his slave girl nor 
His bull nor his ass nor anything that belongs 
to your fellow man.— Exodus 20:2-17. 

* Now. were you ever under those Ten Com¬ 
mandments? If you were, are you still under them ? 
You may ask. How could I be under them when 
I was not there at Mount Sinai more than thirty- 
four centuries ago when they were given, before 
the Buddhist era, the Hast Indian (Saka) era, the 
Greek Olympiad era, the Roman era, and the Mo¬ 
hammedan era? Of course, you were not there 
personalty, but were your ancestors there at the 
giving of the Ten Commandments in the month 
of May of the year 1513 B.CE, ? To this last ques¬ 
tion the natural Jews or Israelites will answer Yes. 
They are correct. 

6 At 5 hat time Jehovah was the God of the an¬ 
cestors of those circumcised Jews. He was not the 
God of the Babylonians, Assyrians, Arabs, Egyp¬ 
tians, Hittites, Canaanites, and other ancient na¬ 
tions in Asia and Europe. He had not brought up 

-I Whittle ancestors were present when the Ten Command men 13 

wt*Tc Riven? 

3. g. To whom Is the First Commandment and how 

dc«cs Kxodus Hh3-S support thlst 


<5) 


(6) 

(7) 

(R> 

<91 

ao) 
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those nations out of Egypt and out of a slavery 
down there. Hence they were not the ones spoken 
to in the first of the Ten Commandments by the 
words; *‘I am Jehovah your God T who have 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slaves.” (Exodus 20:2) Rather, it was 
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. In proof of 
this we read: 

# 4 ‘Moses went up to the true God, and Jehovah 
began to call to him out of the mountain, saying: 
‘This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob 
and to tell the sons of Israel, “You yourselves 
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, that I 
might carry you on wings of eagles and bring you 
to myself. And now If you will strictly obey my 
voice and will indeed keep my covenant, then you 
will certainly become my special property out of 
all other peoples, because the whole earth belongs 
to me. And you yourselves wall become to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are 
the words that you are to say to the sons of Is- 
rael* ”—Exodus 19:3-6. 

T When told this, the representative older men 
of the Israelites said: “All that Jehovah has spo¬ 
ken we are willing to do. t# Three days later Jeho¬ 
vah, by means of his angel, delivered to the Israel¬ 
ites the Ten Commandments by word of mouth. 
Frightened at the awesomeness of what they saw 
and heard, the Israelites told Moses: “You speak 
with us, and let us listen; but let not God speak 
with us for fear we may die.” (Exodus 19:7 to 
20:19) Some time later, after further laws were 
given to them and written down, the nation of 
Israel entered into a formal solemn contract or 
covenant with Jehovah God through his mediator 
Moses. The account of this is found in Exodus 24: 
1-8, Commenting on how this covenant of the Law 
was put in force between Jehovah God and the 


T. ii. When and ho iv did the nation of Israel tmicr Into a format 
covenant w ith Jehovah <Jorl ? 
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mandment according to the Law had been spoken 
by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of the 
young bulls and of the goats with water and scarlet 
wool and hyssop and sprinkled the book itself and 
all the people, saying; ‘This is the blood of the 
covenant that God has laid as a charge upon you/ 
. . . Yes, nearly all things are cleansed with blood 
according to the Law, and unless blood is poured 
out no forgiveness takes place/* 

•The forefathers of those Israelites, namely, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel), and the twelve 
sons of Jacob, were not under that covenant of 
Law and were not under the Ten Commandments 
as a set, as a collected body or code of laws. It is 
true that, when Jehovah announced the coming 
birth of Abraham’s son Isaac, Jehovah made this 
statement concerning Abraham: “AH the nations 
of the earth must bless themselves by means of 
him. For I have become acquainted with him in 
order that he may command his sons and his 
household after him so that they shall keep Je¬ 
ll ovali*s way to do righteousness and judgment; 
in oi dcr that Jehovah may certainly bring upon 
Abraham what he has spoken about him/' Also: 

©, JU„ .Although Abraham .'o: Jehovah's commands and. did who l 
wm righteous, did. he have the Ten Qdiiim:iivdrnem#7 
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"Abraham listened to ray voice arid continued to 
keep his obligations to me, my commands, my 
statutes, and my laws/’ {Genesis 18:17-19; 26:5) 
But note this: 

10 Jehovah God Is not reported as making any 
declaration of the Ten Commandments to Abra¬ 
ham, either before he brought Abraham into the 
cov enan t for the blessing of all the nations of the 
earth or even after that. He gave Abraham no 
tablets of stone on which the Ten Commandments 
were inscribed. (Genesis 12:1-8; 15:1-21) Never¬ 
theless, Abraham did "righteousness and judg¬ 
ment" in God’s sight. 

11 In the last year of his life Moses plainly stated 
that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the twelve sons 
of Jacob were not under the Law covenant and its 
Ten Commandments, In Deuteronomy 5:1-22 the 
prophet writes: "Moses proceeded to call all Israel 
and to say to them: 

11 " ‘Hear, O Israel, the regulations and the ju- 
dk-iHf deck ions that I am speaking in your ears 
today, and you must learn them and be careful to 
do them. Jehovah our God concluded a covenant 
with us in Horeb. It was not with our forefathers 
that Jehovah concluded this covenant, but with us, 
all those of us alive here today. Face to face Jeho¬ 
vah spoke with you in the mountain out of the 
middle of the fire. I was standing between Jeho¬ 
vah and you at that particular time to tell you the 
word of Jehovah, (for you were afraid because of 
the fire and did not go up into the mountain,) say¬ 
ing, "I am Jehovah your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slaves. 
You must never have any other gods against my 
face." *" 

Then Moses continued on repealing the re¬ 
maining ones of the Ten Commandments, after 
which he added: "These Words Jehovah spoke to 

IMS. How dirt Moags make It plain that tF-cir rnn'f;>(tHTs wert 
not under the Lnw covenant and Its Ton Co mrnap.d merits? 
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all your congregation in the mountain out of hr 
middle of tire fire t the cloud and the thick gloom, 
with a loud voice, and he added nothing; after 
which he wrote them upon two tablets of stone 
and gave me them/* 

14 That, the Law was no' prior to Moses, we 
read in Romans 5:13, 14, in These words: M tlntil 
the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not 
charged against anyone when there is no law. 
Nevertheless, death ruled as king from Adam down 
to Moses [over sinners].*' 

15 The Law covenant, based on the Ten Com¬ 
mandments and hundreds of added command¬ 
ments, statutes and ordinances, separated the 
nation of circumcised Israelites from all other na¬ 
tions. Those nations were non-Israelites or Gen¬ 
tiles. To people who were once uncircumcised Gen- 
tiles the apostle Paul wrote: “You were at that 
particular time without Christ, alienated from the 
state of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
the promise, and you had no hope and were with¬ 
out God in the world.** (Ephesians 2:11, 12) Those 
in the “stale of Israel** were under covenant to 
keep God’s law, with hope of a reward, for the 
covenant state !, in Leviticus 18:5: “You must 
keep my statutes and my judicial decisions, which 
if a man will do, he must also live by means of 
them. I am Jehovah." 

1,1 Sincere Israelites who tried to keep the righ¬ 
teous law of God found that* instead of its pro¬ 
nouncing them to be righteous or sinless, the Law 
pronounced them to be sinners who could not earn 
their own right to everlasting life. Hence by their 
works of the Law they did not gain the fire held 
out to them but kept on dying. 

14. According to IToman3 5:13, 14. did the Law apply prior to the 

time of Mi&scs " 

is, fa) What did the apostle Paul p-kwci wten he said that 
Gcnlllcf wrerc to Hie covenants of the promise 4 *? 

(What hope >velb set before those who wore onrtrr covenant to 
keep Ofjflfw law? 

16. Were the Israelites ah to to gain life by works of the Law? 
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1 ■ Under the Law one of the worst 
punishments was for a violator of it, 
after he had been killed, to have his 
body hung on a tree in public dis¬ 
grace. Concerning this, Deuteron¬ 
omy 21:22, 23 said: “In case there 
comes to be in a man a sin deserving 
the sentence of death, and he has 
been put to death, and you have 
hung him upon a stake, his dead 
body should not stay all night on the 
stake; but you should by all means 
bury him on that day, because 
something accursed of God is the 
one hung up; and you must not de¬ 
file your soil, which Jehovah your 
God is giving you as an inheri¬ 
tance/* 

4 The Law covenant that was mediated by Mo¬ 
ses was binding upon all the descendants of those 
Israelites who directly entered into the covenant 
with Jehovah God at Mount Sinai or ITorcb. That 
was why Jesus, who was bom of Mary a Jewish 
virgin, was born under the Law as a Jew, he being 
circumcised on the eighth day. This did not prove 
to be to his disadvantage, for, as a perfect man 
whose life was from heaven, Jesus was able to 
keep the Law perfectly and so the Law declared 
him to be righteous and deserving of everlasting 
life. Besides this, there was another purpose in 
Jesus' being bom tinder the Law. What was that? 

*• The apostle Paul states this in Galatians 4:4, 
5, saying: ‘*When the full limit of the time arrived, 
God sent forth his Son, who came to be out of a 

17. Whitt wss out of the worst punishments for a violator Of the 
1 .aw? 

.IH, (a) Upon whom tK'-sidfa those who were «f, Mount Sinai when 
the Iaw was given was Uni! rovenant binding! <b) £>1<1 this 
include Jesus? 

19, As pointed out at Gnlntlniu 4:4, 5, why wa« J< .iits bora under 
the IjImvt 
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woman and who came lo be under law, that he 
might release by purchase those under law, that 
we t in turn, might receive the adoption as sons.*' 
For the Jews to be released from God’s condemna¬ 
tion due to their sins, it was necessary for a Jew 
who kept God’s law perfectly lo die as a ransom 
for them. 

*° Because of entering into a covenant of Law 
Lh rough Moses the Jews came under a special re¬ 
sponsibility before God that rested on no other 
people or nation, for none of the Gentile nations 
were under the obligations of a covenant solem¬ 
nized with God. For that reason* although the 
Gentiles also were sinners and hence dying, the 
Jews alone came under God’s curse because ol 
being violators of God's covenant including the 
Ten Commandments. So, in order for Jesus* death 
to cover the cursed sinful case of the Jews as well 
as the sin of the Gentiles, it became necessary for 
Jesus to suffer and die in a certain way, namely, 
on a tree or torture stake. 

" Galatians 3:10-14 explains such a need in this 
way: “All those [Jews and circumcised proselytes] 
who depend upon works of law are under a curse; 
for it is written: 'Cursed Is everyone that does 
not continue in all 1 he things written in the scroll 
of the Law in order to do them/ [ Deuteronomy 
27:26] Moreover, that by law no one is declared 
righteous with God is evident, because 'the righ- 
teous one will live by reason of faith/ [Habakkuk 
2:4] JMow the Law does not adhere to faith, but 
'he that docs them shall live by means of them.* 
[ Leviticus IS:5; Nehemiah 9:29] Christ by pur¬ 
chase released us [circumcised Jews, like the 
apostle Paul] from the curse of the Law by be- 

20.21. (a> Who alone came uniJlt i-ni .: curve bec&une of b-t.Lng 
violators f.ft Hie Cr*w covenant, and why. i b> As c7cj>lnined ut 
Galatians 3:10-14, why wav It nnriTiinrjr for Jesuv to die in the 
miuuitr tha t he did. Chat is. on a tree or (.nrtwrc :;irtkeT 
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coming a curse instead of us | Jews 1, because It is 
written: ‘Accursed is every man hanged upon a 
stake/ The purpose was that the blessing of Abra¬ 
ham might come to be by means of Jesus Christ 
for the nations [Gentilesj, that we might receive 
the promised spirit through our faith [not by be¬ 
coming Jews under the Law]/' 

** That is why the Christianized Jew Paul writes 
concerning his yet unbelieving Jewish brothers: 
*T bear them witness that they have a zeal for 
God; but not according to aecuitite knowledge; for, 
because of not knowing the righteousness of God 
but seeking to establish their own* they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 
For Christ is the end [finish] of the Law, so that 
everyone exercising faith may have righteous¬ 
ness. "—Romans 10:1-4. 

u Jesus Christ could not destroy the Law that 
God had put in force upon Israel. But Jesus could 
fulfill it and bring Its purpose to reality so that 
God would have no further use for it. Jesus Christ 
stated tiiat this was his very purpose in coming as 
a Jew. He said, in his famous Sermon on the 
Mount: "Do not think I came to destroy the Law 
or the Prophets. I came, not to destroy, but to 
fulfill; for truly I say to you that sooner would 
heaven and earth pass away than for the smallest 
letter or one particle of a letter to pass away from 
the Law by any means and not all things take 
place.” (Matthew 5:17; IS) Hence Jesu> did not 
teach his Jewish disciples to break the Law me¬ 
diated by Moses, but he himself lived and died in 
order to fulfill it, producing the realities of which 
the things of the Law were only advance shadow's. 
—Hebrews 10:1-10. 


'22. Following the death of C&rtst, how WAS it for rho 

Jews to attain to m. riehtt'das Moulding with God? 

38. Fer whut porpoise m connection with Lhe Low did Jesus come 
as a Jew, arid so did Jesus teach ),!.■ disciples to disregard the 
Lnw media tod h[jr Moses? 
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What, then, happened to the Law? Since Jesus 
died as a perfect Jew who kept the Law, the effect 
of his death was to abolish the Law of command¬ 
ments that served as a barrier causing enmity or 
hatred between the two peoples, between the cir¬ 
cumcised Jews and the uncircumdsed Gentiles. 
That is what Paul, who was “an apostle to the na¬ 
tions,” writes, saying to the Gentile believers: 

25 “Now in union with Christ Jesus you who 
were once far off have come to be near by the 
blood of the Christ. For he is our peace, he who 
made the two parties one and destroyed the wall 
in between that fenced them off. By means of his 
ilesli he abolished the hatred lor, enmity], the 
Law of commandments consisting in decrees, that 
he might create the two peoples in union with 
himself inlo one new man and make peace; and 
that he might fully reconcile both peoples in one 
body to God through the torture stake, because he 
had'killed off the hatred [enmity] by means of 
himself. And he came and declared the good news 
of peace to you, the ones far off, and peace to those 
near [the circumcised Jews], because through him 
we, both peoples, have the approach to the Father 
by one spirit* Certainly, therefore, you are no 
longer strangers and alien residents, but you are 
fellow citizens of the holy ones and arc members 
of the household of God/'—Ephesians 2:13-19. 

** Jesus Christ provided the means for the abo¬ 
lition of the Law, but it was Jehovah God who took 
it out of the way, canceling it by {so to speak) 
nailing it to the stake on which his Son Jesus 
Christ died. Writing especially to uncireumcised 
Gentile believers, Paul says; 

ST “Though you were dead in your trespasses and 
in the uncireumcised state of your flesh, God made 

M, 2.V What effort did Jd&ui’ death have on the I-kw. uml what 
did this me;■" lo the CVrulle believers 7 

2B. C7. Who actually took Law out Of the way. and how does 
the Jtfble show tni^Y 
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you alive together with him. He [God] kindly 
forgave us all our trespasses and blotted out the 
handwritten document against us, which consisted 
of decrees and which was in opposition to us [be* 
cause of condemning us as sinners]; and He [God ] 
has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the 
torture stake. Stripping the governments and the 
authorities bare, he [God] exhibited them in open 
public as conquered, leading them in a triumphal 
procession by means of it. Therefore let no man 
judge you in eal ing and drinking or in respect of 
a festival or of an observance of the new moon or 
of a sabbath; for those things are- a shadow of 
the things to come, but the reality belongs to the 
Christ/*—Colossians 2:13-17. 


** Jesus Christ died on Nisan 14 of the year 
33 C.E,. but it was first three and a hair years 
later that the opportunity was oj^ened for the Gen¬ 
tiles to become members off the anointed Chris¬ 
tian congregation* That was when the apostle 
Peter was sent to preach God 11 s kingdom to the 
Gentile centurion Cornelius in Caesarea. Those un- 
circumcised Gentiles were never under the Law 
mediated by Moses, for they were never in the 
covenant of Israel with Jehovah God* So by now 
becoming anointed Christians they did not come 
under the Law, not even under the Ten Command¬ 
ments of that covenant of Law. On the other hand, 
the Jewish believers in Christ became free of that 
Law, Including its. Ten Commandments.—Gala¬ 
tians 4:31 to 5:6. 

The Holy Bible does not make a difference 
between the Ten Commandments and the rest of 
the covenant of the Law. It lumps the Ten Com- 
nrinrimcnts and the Lav covenant all in one ns 


23. When was the wvy opened for Gentile to become members 
or the anointed Christian com; r« nation, tutd did they thereby 
fiinie under the EAW With Its ’Ten ConoanandmentM? 

39. 30. According to the apostle Paul's letter to the Romans* are 
■in- Ten Ointn;■ ntoients to bo viewed as distinct from tli® rest of 
i he Law 7 
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inseparable. Showing that, when he uses the ex¬ 
pression “the Law, M he also means the Ten Com¬ 
mandments, the apostle Paul writes, in Romans 
7:6-11: 

no **js?ove we have been discharged from the Law, 
because we have died to that by which we were 
being held fast, that we might be slaves In a new 
sense by the spirit, and not in the old sense by the 
writ ten code. What, then, shall we say? Is the Law 
sin? Never may that become so! Really I would 
not have come to know sin if it had not been for 
the Law; and, for example, I would not have 
known covetousness if the Law had not said: ‘You 
must not covet/ [The Tenth Commandment 1 But 
sin, receiving an inducement through the com¬ 
mandment [ the Tenth Commandment], worked 
out in me covetousness of every sort, for apart 
from law sin was dead, in fact, I was once alive 
apart from law; but when the commandment rthe 
Tenth Commandment, or all Ten Commandments] 
arrived, sin came to life again, but X died. And the 
commandment which was to life, this I found to 
be to death. For sin, receiving an inducement 
through the commandment [by defining sin and 
condemning it], seduced me and killed me through 
if.'*—See also James 2:S-1L 

31 Even in his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, when 
speaking about the Law, referred to some of the 
Ten Commandments. (Matthew 5:17-21, 27; 7:12) 
As a prophet like Moses, he has acted as Mediator 
for a new covenant between his disciples and God. 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 9:11-1G) Conse¬ 
quently Jesus’ disciples are under the law of this 
new covenant. On the very night that Jesus an¬ 
nounced the new covenant to his apostles, he said 

concerning the cup of wine: “This cup means the 
new covenant by virtue of my blood/* and a ft er¬ 


as. Under what covenant blue) what corirmandmotst are Jus us' 
di&cJpies 7 
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ward* be said to them: “I am giving you a new 
commandment, that you love one anot her; just as 
I have loved you* that you also love one another.-” 
i Luke 22:20; John 13:34) Unlike eight of the Teh 
Commandments, this “new commandment” is not 
"Thou sfaalt not” or “You must not.” How power- 
fill* then, is this new commandment against sin¬ 
ning? 

43 In his letter to the congregation In Rome, the 
apostle Paul stresses the power of love against sin¬ 
ning. He refers to himself and his fellow mission¬ 
ary Timothy as being adequately qualified “min¬ 
isters of a new covenant/' in 2 Corinthians 1:1; 
3:6; and in Romans 12:9, 10; 13:8-14 he writes: 
“Let your love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what 
is wicked, cling to what is good. In brotherly love 
have tender affection for one another. . . . E>o not 
you people be owing anybody a single thing, ex¬ 
cept to love one another; for he that loves his 
fellow man has fulfilled the law. For the law code, 
‘You must not commit adultery. You must not 
murder. You must not steal. You must not covet,' 
and whatever other commandment there is, is 
summed up in this word, namely, ‘You must love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does not work 
evil to one’s neighbor; therefore love is the law's 
fulfillment. Do this, too, because you people know 
the season. . . . But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and do not be planning ahead for the desires of 
the flesh.” 

3a Thus their not being under the Ten Com¬ 
mandments of the old Law covenant mediated by 

* See the book *‘AU Scripture Is Inspired of God and 
Beneficial/* page 2S9, last column under “John." Also, 
A Harmony of the Synoptic Gospels in Greek* by E. D. 
Burton and K. J. Good speed, pages 280-2&4. 

32 . Dot*:- lover hove the power to keep one from working harm to 
one's neighbor? Explain. 

33. (a) Does the wet that Christians arc- n uqte the Ten 
CommaudmetiU make them feel tree to Jin? (b) What does it 
really magnify t 
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Moses resulted in no lawlessness on the pari of 
the true Christians. Why not? Because they were 
under the law of the new covenant mediated by 
Jesus Christ. God's grace or undeserved kindness 
to those in or under the new covenant does not 
make them feel free to sin. “For/' says Romans 6: 
14, 15, “sin must not be master over you, seeing 
that you are not under law but under undeserved 
kindness. What follows? Shall we commit a sin 
because we are not under law but under unde¬ 
served kindness? Never may that happen!” Ac¬ 
cordingly It is not outrageous nor is it an incite¬ 
ment to sin when we say that we today are not 
under the Ten Commandments. Rather, it mag¬ 
nifies God’s undeserved kindness to us through 
Christ. 4 "The Law was given through Moses, the 
undeserved kindness and the truth came to be 
through Jesus Christ.”—John 1:17. 



CHAPTER 


Must You Keep a 

Weekly Sabbath Day? 


N VARIOUS lands laws have been en¬ 
acted fay the governmenLs to protect 
the religious ol^servance of a sabbath day or rest 
day each week. Fines arc even laid upon persons 
who profane the day by doing certain types of 
work or by keeping open shop. At times the Sab* 
hath law fixes a certain day that is observed by 
only the most powerful religious group. This 
creates a hardship, as, for instance, the Moham¬ 
medans celebrate their Sabbath on Friday, the 
natural circumcised Jews observe Saturday, the 
seventh day of the week, and the Catholics and 
Protestants of Christendom consider Sunday to be 
sacred as the weekly sabbath and hence a special 
time for going to church. Since an those sabbaih 
days each week are observed, presumably, to the 
one and the same God, the question bobs up. Which 
one is the correct sabbaih day? Or, it may even 
be allowable to ask the question, profane though 
the question may sound, Do we today have to 
keep a weekly sabbath day toward God? 

In the first century of our Common Era the 
Jews, who were scattered throughout the earth, 

1. lit) iJn all religious n'rouph observe t.heir sabbath on tile turn 
tlnvT tb> What questions are thverefnrs naked? 

2 . whf?n dirt fir ft -century Jew.: tjlnnr.'i their weekly s-ibbltth flay, 
and In obedience to what com man dme r< t T 
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observed their weekly sabbath day from sundown 
of what is called Friday to sundown of Saturday. 
They would hold religious services in the Jewish 
synagogues during that time. They kept the week¬ 
ly sabbath in obedience to the Fourth Command¬ 
ment, which reads: if Remember the sabbath day 
and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work; but the seventh day is a sabbath 
of the Lord your God; you shall not do any work— 
you, your son or daughter, your male or female 
slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is within 
your settlements. For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth and sea, and all that Is in them, 
and He lested on the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it” 
—Exodus 20:8-11, Torah. 

The Lord God was very strict about the keep¬ 
ing of the weekly sabbath day on the part of his 
people in the Law covenant. lie said to Moses: 
“You shall keep the sabbath, for it is holy for 
you. He who profanes it shall be cut off from 
among his kin. Six days may work be done, but on 
the seventh day there shall be a sabbath of com¬ 
plete rest, holy to the Lord, whoever does work on 
the sabbath day shall be put to death."—Exodus 
31:14, 15, Tora/t. 

* This punishment was enforced For example, 
"once, when the Israelites were in the wilderness, 
they came upon a man gat)tering wood on the 
sabbath day." He was put in custody, and Moses 
inquired what to do with him. "Then the Lord 
said to Moses, ‘The man shall be put to Heath: 
the whole community shall pelt him with stones 
outside the camp.' ” The community did so.—Num¬ 
bers 15:32-36, Torah. 


3, 4. How serious a thing was it for iliose under tbs Lnw coventmt 
to profane itu* s;&bba.tJa day ? 
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In God’s commandment there was no command 
for the Israelites to attend a synagogue on the 
weekly sabbath day, but. in process of time, the 
custom of doing so grew up. As a man on earth 
Jesus Christ observed the custom. The account in 
Luke 4:16 says: “He came to Nazareth, where he 
had been reared; and, according to his custom on 
the sabbath day, he entered into the synagogue, 
and he stood up to read.” Was he thus setting an 
example for his congregation of disciples to fol¬ 
low? In considering this question, we have to bear 
in mind that Jesus “came to be out of a woman” 
and "came to be under law.” (Galatians 4:4) Con¬ 
sequently, as a bom Jew, circumcised on the eighth 
day, Jesus was obliged to keep the weekly sabbath 
in obedience to the Fourth Commandment. But as 
a natural Jew he was obliged also to keep the 
Jewish passover and Pentecost and the Festival of 
Booths or Tabernacles. And* according to the Bible 
record, he did so. Are Jesus’ disciples therefore 
bound to keep, not only the weekly sabbath, but 
also all other Jewish festivals? If they must keep 
one observance* why not all? 

* But* then* would not the example of the Chris¬ 
tian apostle Paul argue that the members of 
Christ’s congregation must keep the weekly sab¬ 
bath the same as the Jews do? Note Paul's exam¬ 
ple. On his second missionary trap he entered 

Europe, and Acts 17:1-3 tells us: ‘They [Paul and 
his companions]; now-journeyed through Amphip- 
oils and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, 
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. So ac¬ 
cording to Paul's custom he went inside to them, 
and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them 

5. in) Why did Jcsut go to the synggoguo on the fttEbath day? 

Cb) Iji detfTTialiiLnt; whether this set an example for ail tits 
tlisciples. t<i follow, what Should we bear La mind? 
tt-S. taj Why does Paul's roLiub Into "d. synaEORue of the JpwiC 
on the sabbath not argue that Christians are to Keep the weekly 
sabbath? (b) What was Paul's reason, for going to tbs Jewish 

on tin? s&utxith? 
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from the Scriptures, explaining and proving by 
references that it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from 1 >ie dead, and saying: 
‘This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am pub¬ 
lishing to you/ ** 

‘ However, this docs not prove that Paul as a 
Christian continued keeping the sabbath law as 
he used to do as a Jewish Pharisee- If Paul was, 
as a Christian, celebrating the weekly sabbath 
there in Thessalonica, why does the record not 
say that Paul went to the Christ.icm congregation 
on the Jewish sabbath day, meeting with his 
Christian companions? Why does it say that he 
entered into the Jews’ synagogue on their sab¬ 
bath day? 

* Plainly it was because the Jews kept t he sab¬ 
bath day and met in their synagogues on that day, 
and so Paul could conveniently preach to them all 
by going to their synagogue on their meeting day, 
at their meeting time. So, in itself, Paul's course 
at Thessalonica does not prove that this Christian 
apostle was observing a Christian sabbath and thus 
setting an example for fellow Christians, to whom 
he wrote: “Become Imitators of me, even as I am 

of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1) Otherwise, Chris¬ 
tians would have to keep the weekly sabbath by 
meeting with Jews in their synagogues. 

" Furthermore, the sabbath day on which Paul 
attended the Jews' synagogue was from sundown 
of Friday to sundown of Saturday, whereas Cath¬ 
olics and Protestants of Christendom observe 
’heir sabbath day on Sunday, from midnight to 
midnight. So, even in their weekly sabbath ob¬ 
servance, the religious people of Christendom are 
not imitating cither the Christian apostle Paul or 
Jesus Christ. 


o. do warxhJpcrs who observe their sabbath day on Sunday 
imitate the Christian apostle Paul or Jesta Christ ? 





must you keep a v.-eekly SABBATH Day? 



10 However, some will argue and say, The obliga¬ 
tion to keep the sabbath day preceded even the 
giving of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai 
in 1513 B.CJE., and the sabbath obligation began 
with man’s creation in the garden of Eden. Sab¬ 
batarians holding this idea point to Genesis 2:3, 
which reads: “And God blessed the seventh day 
and declared it holy, because on it God ceased from 
all the work of creation which Tie had done.’' 
( 77 te T&rah) The seventh day that the Lord God 
blessed and sanctified or declared holy is the last 
{lay of a week of creative activity toward earth. 

11 However, Genesis 2:3 is not drawn up in the 
form of a law* If merely states a fact and does not 
suy that all mankind must keep the seventh day 
of each week (from Friday at sundown to Satur¬ 
day at sundown) as a sabbath for desisting from 
unnecessary earthly or secular work. In the “his¬ 
tory of the heavens and the earth*' and in the 
“book of Adam's history," as contained in the first 
five chapters of Genesis, iliei'e is no record that 
God put the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, 
in the garden of Eden under a weekly sabbath law. 
(Genesis 2:4; 5:1) Adam and Eve were sentenced 
to death and driven out of the garden of Eden, not 
for breaking any announced sabbath-day law, but 
for breaking the announced law against eating the 
forbidden fruit. The serpent did not tempt Eve to 
break any sabbath law. If there was no such sab- 
bath law applying lo perfect man and woman, how 
could the serpent tempt Eve on such a law? He 
could not do so. even though Adam and Eve were 
created near the encl of the sixth day and their 
next day would be the seventh day that God 
blessed and sanctified.—-Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-3. 

1CL When, ttOC&rdiiiK to the- arguments put forth by some persons, 
ctld the to keep the sabbath day bo^lnT 

U* I>gi?s Gtfnrais 2:3 show t hut Atlam nod Eve In Eden were 
rihl!ut-ri *o k^ep a sabbath, day? 
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1 ‘ Certainty after God drove Adam and i£vc out 
of the garden of Eden at; lawbreakers, God did not 
lay upon them a sabbath law for all their sinful. 
Imperfect offspring True, the Cord God did say 
to Noah, the tenth generation in the line of de¬ 
scent from Adam, In the year 2370 JXC-E.; 'Go. 
you and all your household, into the ark, because 
you are the one I have seen to be righteous before 
me among this generation. . - . For in just seven 
days more I am making it rain upon the earth 

forty days and forty nights; and I will wipe every 
existing thing that 1 have made oft* the surface of 
the ground/' < Genesis 7:1-5) God here spoke of 
“seven i lays” more. 

13 True, also, that in the following year near the 
end of the flood, Noah “went on waiting still 

another seven days” before send¬ 
ing out a dove 
from tiie ark for 
the second time. 
After the dove 
returned with a 
fresh leaf in 
its beak, Noah 
“went on wait¬ 
ing still anoth¬ 
er seven days” 
before seneiing 
out the dove 
again, never to 
return. After 
that God told Noah to get out of the ark with all 
its inmates. (Genesis 8:8-17) This indicates that 
away back there they broke up the calendar year 
into weeks of seven days. But the Bible account 
says nothing about Noah's keeping a holy sabbath. 



12. 13. What Is proved by the laci that periods of "seven days** 
mesmopti'd in the rime of Htsoh ? 
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: After Noah and his family offered up sacrifice 
to God outside the ark, God gave his law concern- 
ing the eating of animal flesh and the strict ob¬ 
serving of the saeredness of the blood of animals. 
God also introduced his solemn covenant with all 
mankind against any occurring again of such an 
earth-wide flood. However, he said nothing to our 
common forefather Noah about keeping the sev¬ 
enth day of each week holy by desisting from all 
nonreligious work. Hut Sabbatarians will argue 
that God said nothing to Noah about sabbath 
keeping because it was already in racrice ty Noah 
and his family and, if God mentioned it after the 
Flood, he would be repeating a law already In 
force and recognized. Hut is til at so? 

Are taws left uninentioned and not put on the 
record because they are already in operation and 
do not need repetition in a code or list ai laws? 
God’s law for all mankind concerning the sanctity 
of blood was definitely stated to Noah and his 
three sons, our forefathers* Why, then, did God 
mention the law on blood and bring it in when 
giving the Israelites the Law through the prophet 
Moses? Was that not an unnecessary repetition of 
a universal law already in force? (Leviticus 17: 
10-16) Also, if it would have been a needless repe¬ 
tition for God to mention a sabbath law to Noah 
and his sons after the flood, 1,657 years after 
Adam’s creation, was it not also an unnecessary 
repetition for God to put a sabbath-day law in the 
Ten Commandments only S56 years after Noah 
came out of the ark? To be consistent regarding 
such matter we should have to reason so. 

14, (a) Was arty mention of the sabbath tYmrie by Cj<<d to Noah 
after tin* Hood? il» lint what <lu xabbni;ii'iung say was liie reason 

for \ h l k 

35, Doe* the Rlble rhp> tlteor.v' tLoit law* Already In 

operation ara thereafter left un merit toned and do not need 
repetition ? 
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,0 There is no Bible record that after the Hood 
Noah and his sons, Japheth, Shem and Ham , and 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and the twelve 


vribes of Jacob (Israel) down in Egypt kept 
sabbath law. observing the seventh day of each 
week as holy. The Egyptians did not let the Jews 
have one day ofT each week from their slave work 




a 


I 


la rei*-l rate any sabbath. The :i:>t JJ:ble record 
of any sabbath observance by m£in is in the ac¬ 
count of the Israelites alter coming out of Egyp¬ 
tian slavery anfihbektg on their way to Mount Sinai 
to receive there the Ten Commandments from God. 

17 In order to 
feed the millions 
of Israelites and 
the “vast mixed 
com pa n y 7 * w i t h 
them in the wil¬ 
derness God be¬ 
gan causing a fail 
of miraculoUs 
manna morning 
after morning. 
^ The Israelites 

why they were commanded to pick double 
the amount of manna on the sixth morning. So 
Moses said: “It is what Jehovah has spoken. To¬ 
morrow there will be a sabbath observance of a 
holy sabbath to Jehovah.” When some Israelites 
broke this divine command, Jehovah said: “Mark 
the fact that Jehovah has given you the sabbath. 
That is why he is giving you on the sixth day the 
bread of two days. Keep sitting each one in his own 
place. Let nobody go out from his locality on the 
seventh day.” Now why did God need to say this 
all along up till then the Israelites had been 


1 n In the Bible Iss thfir« any record that a weakly sabbath was 
kept before th« Israelites came out Of Egyptian slavery? 

IT. In conneet-lon with God’s Instructions on what provision Of 
food for the Israel itfj <ihl God Institute a sabbath, observance" 
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keeping the sabbath law? But now, for the first 
time in the Bible we read this account of sabbath 
observance- “And the people proceeded to observe 
the sabbath on the seventh day.”—Exodus 16:13- 
30; 12:37, 38. 

lft Till then, in 1513 all mankind had been 

under no sabbath law since man's creation, nor 
have all men been under such a law since. Plainly, 
tlie Israelites were the first people, tlie first nation, 
and the only nation, to be put under a sabbath 
law. Not all men have been under the Fourth Com¬ 
mandment of the Ten Commandments as given at 
Mount Sinai through Moses. (Exodus 20:8-11) In 
proof of that fact, we read, in Exodus 31:12-18, 
these words: 

“And Jehovah said further to Moses: 'As for 
you, speak to the sons of Israel* saying, “Especial¬ 
ly my sabbaths you are to keep, for it is a sign 
between me and you during your generations that 
you may know that I Jehovah am sanctifying you. 
And you must keep the sabbath, for it is some¬ 
thing holy to you. A pro fan er of it will positively 
Ik? put to death. ... It is a covenant to time In¬ 
definite. Between me and the sons of Israel It is a 
sign to time indefinite, because in six days Jeho¬ 
vah made the heavens and the earth and on the 
seventli day he rested and proceeded to refresh 
himself." ' Now as soon as he had finished speak¬ 
ing with him on Mount Sinai he proceeded to 
give Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets 
of stone written on by God's finger.” 

That the sabbath law was a sign (Hebrew, 
oth) between God and only Israel, sanctifying only 
Israel, Is confirmed for us nine hundred and two 
years later, in 611 B.C.E., when God commanded 
the prophet Ezekiel in Babylon to say this to the 

If!. 10. ia> Does the sabb&LIi law Apply to »ll manlcinti? (b> How 
<3003 Kxotlus prove this? 

20. How did wh&t God find the prophet Kx- klel say to the 
is in elites show that the sabbath Law differentiated them from 
n * the Gentile n i*Ho ns 



2!J4 things in which n ts impossible fojt goo ro lie*' 

Israelites: "‘So I brought them forth from the 
land of Egypt and brought them Into the wilder¬ 
ness* And 1 proceeded to give them my statutes; 
and my judicial decisions I made known to them, 
in order that the man who keeps doing them might 
also keep living by them. And my sabbaths I also 
gave to them, to become a sign between me and 
them, in or del for them to know thal 1 am Jehovah 
who is sanctifying them/' (Ezekiel 20:10-12) lie 
was not sanctifying all the nations by giving all 
nations the sabbath law, but was sanctifying only 
the nation of Israel by giving to it alone the sab¬ 
bath law. As a sign it differentiated.Israel from all 
the Gentile nations.—Deuteronomy 5:15. 

S1 The weekly sabbath law, just like the sabbath 
years, was a part of the Law covenant of Jehovah 
with Israel through the mediator Moses. As long 
as that Law covenant continued in force between 
God and the nation of Israel the natural Israelites 
were bound to keep It. Consequently, when the 
Law covenant was ai>oiished by means of the pro- 
riUntory sacrifice of the perfect Israelite Jesus 
Christ, the weekly sabbath Jaw was also abolished 
as a part of that covenant. Although the natural 
Jews today refuse to recognize that fact, they are 
under no weekly sabbath requirement now; their 
sabbath keeping since 33 C.E. has not had God’s 
recognition or approval. He grants no righteous¬ 
ness for sab ha Ui keeping-—Ephesians 2:15, 

22 The new covenant between Jehovah God and 
the congregation of Jesus Christ includes no week¬ 
ly sabbath law. (Jeremiah 31:31-34; 1 Corinthians 
11:22-26) We read, in Hebrews 8:3 to 9:15: “In 
his saying ‘a new covenant* he has made the for¬ 
mer one obsolete. Now that which is made obso- 

23. Of tv Hat was the snbbath Law a part, and are Uns J-CW9- 
obligated before Goa to keep It today? 

22 l* UM b re a sabbath law Inducted in the new covenant, and 
what has happebba to the "former" covenant? 
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lete and growing old is near to vanishing away. 
For its part, then, the former covenant used to 
have ordinances of sacred service and its holy 
place upon this earth. . . . However, when Christ 
came as a high priest of the good things that have 
come to pass through the greater and more per¬ 
fect tent not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation, ... he is a mediator of a new covenant, 
in order that, because a death has occurred Tor 
their release by ransom from the transgressions 
Under the former covenant, the ones who have 
been called might receive the promise of the ever¬ 
lasting inheritance.’* The old Law covenant with 
natural Israel is the “former” covenant, now *‘ob¬ 
solete," that has vanished away. The new covenant 
mediated by Christ is the one now in force. 

a * Christ’s congregation does not observe the 
w eekly sabbath any more than it observes the Jew¬ 
ish new moons or passover or other Jewish fes¬ 
tivals. In Colossians 2*13-17 the apostle Paul called 
our attention to this, saying: "God made you alive 
together with him. He kindly forgave us all our 
trespasses and blotted out the handwritten docu¬ 
ment against us, which consisted of decrees and 
which was in opposition to us ; and I le has taken it 
out of the way by nailing it to the torture stake... . 
Therefore let no man judge you in eating and 
drinking or in respect of a festival or of an ob¬ 
servance of the new moon or of a sabbath; Tor 
those tilings are a shadow of the things to come, 
but the reality belongs to the Christ." So we should 
not let sub bath-keeping religionists take us to task 
or pass adverse judgment upon us because we do 
not keep a weekly sabbath day. If Jews choose to 
keep on observing the shadows in the Law given 
through Moses, let them do so. True Christians 
who are in the new covenant will observe the 

realities with God's approval. 

■ - 


23, Why do true Christ Ians nut observe a weekly sabbath day 7 
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-* Since the end of the sixth creative day Jeho¬ 
vah God has been enjoying his great sabbath day, 
desisting from work of earthly creation* (Exodus 
20: U) Christ *s disciples enter into God’s sabbath 
keeping by desisting from their own works at try¬ 
ing to justify themselves* Instead, they rest by 
faith in the righteousness and sacrifice of the Son 
of God* Telling us how Chris Mans in the new cove¬ 
nant enter into God's rest, to enjoy it every day of 
the week, Hebrews 3:19 to 4:11 contrasts Jews 
and Christians, saying: 

*» '*So we see that they [the unbelieving Jews] 
Could not enter in because of lack of faith. There¬ 
fore, since a promise is left of entering into his 
rest, let us fear that sometime someone of you 
may seem to have fallen short of it. For we have 
had the good news declared to us also, even as 
they also had; but the word which was heard did 
not benefit them, because they were no I united by 
faith with those who did hear. For we who have 
exercised faith do enter into the rest, just as he 
[God] has said: ‘So I swore in my anger, “They 
shall not enter into my rest,” T although his works 
were finished from the founding of the world f in 
4026 B.C.E-j. For in one place he has said of the 
seventh day as follows: ‘And God rested on the 
seventh day from all his works,’ and again in this 
place fin Psalm 95:11, in David's day in the 
eleventh century B.C.E, |: ‘They shall not enter 
into my rest [God's rest]/ 

■s, 

=,t “Since, therefore, it remains for some to enter 
into It, and tlio.se [Jews] to whom the good news 
was first declared did not enter in because of dis¬ 
obedience, he again marks off a certain day by 

saying after so long a time alter more than 
2,900 years from man's creation to King David] 
in David's psalm ‘Today*; just as it has been said 


2-3-27. Xnio what sabbath <jo Christ’s &I*cipIes enter as shown at 
Hebrew* to 4:ll. and how? 




MUST YOU KEEP A WEEKLY SABBATH DAY? 


297 


above: ‘Today if you people listen to his own 
voice, do not harden your hearts.* For if Joshua 
had led them into a place of rest X when Israel 
entered the Promised Land in 1473 B.C.EJ, God 
would not afterward have spoken tin David's time] 
of another day. So there remains a sabbath resting 
for the people of God. For the man that lias en¬ 
tered Into God's rest has also himself rested from 
his own works, just as God did fmm his own fin 
4026 B.C.E.J. 

- T “Let us lChristians in the first century of 
our Common Era] Hierefore do our utmost to 
enter Into that rest, for fear anyone should fall 
like the Jews’! in the same pattern of disobedi¬ 
ence.” 

3<l So, now. back to our original question, Must 
you keep a weekly sabbath day? The Holy Bible 
answers No! Instead, the thing to do is to enter 
Into “God's rest” by exercising faith in his life¬ 
saving provision through his Son Jesus Christ. 
The account in Genesis 2:1-3 does not say that 
God took up working creatively again with re¬ 
gard to our earth after the sixth creative day had 
ended with the creation of Adam and Eve. God 
has been enjoying a great rest day ever since. He 
invites us to enter into it with him by resting each 
one “from his own works'' at self-justification and 
by believing God's Word and putting faith in his 
provision for salvation through Jesus Christ, So 
Jet us keep God's rest every day. 


2S. Docs Coil rcsjulix* you to keep a weekly sobbath rttsy? 

(,t>) Into wiiac Tins! urc you fnvlt&d to tmtrr? 





CHAPTER 



God 9 s Permission of 

Wickedness Soon to End 


AXY heartbroken persons have cried 
out in anguish, ‘If there is a God, why 
does he permit all this sorrow, suffering and 
wickedness?' Because of not knowing the answer 
to this Question, they have lost faith in God. So if 
we too do not desire to become atheists, agnostics 
or infidels through lack of understanding, we must 
go to God's written Word, the Holy Bible, for his 
own explanation of why He has permitted wicked* 

- Naturally we ask questions such as these: Has 
God done an injustice to mankind by permitting 
wickedness to prevail over the earth for alt those 
millenniums? Or has God shown weakness, os if 
he is unable to control the situation? Is it right 
for us to take offense ni God's long permission of 
wickedness and stumble into disbelief because of 
it? Because such worldwide wickedness hurls us 
so much, should we disown God, yes, put him out 
of our lives? 

1.. (a) Paced with sorrow. suffering- nn<l wirk*wjru-Rs r wMt quojrtltm 
have many j»«rsii,rb,s, 7 f b> Why is It Imiiortuut to know the 

answer God «tves Jn his written Word? 

2, Whnt *traU;htforw:ird questions on this subject are here 
asked? 
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3 According to the Bible, Satan the Devil said 
that even the most upright man would disown God 
if things did not go his way and if the deeds of 
wicked people spoiled his happy condition. At a con¬ 
ference of the angelic sons of God in heaven, Satan 
the Devil came also "from roving about in the 
earth and from walking about in it.” So Jehovah 
God called Satan’s attention to a man down There 
on earth. Job in the land of Uz, as being different 
from all others, “a man blameless and upright, 
fearing God and turning aside from bad.” Satan 
was not impressed at: lids but said that Job was a 
God-fearing man because He was enjoying a 
shielded life of prosperity under God’s protection. 

1 "‘But,” continued Satan, "for a change, thrust 
out your hand, please, and touch everything he has 
and see whether he will not curse you to your 
very face.” God did not choose to thrust out his 
own personal hand against Job. Why should he? 
But, to put Job to the test and to silence Satan the 
Devil, God permitted Satan to thrust out his hand 
against Job; “Only against him himself do not 
thrust out your hand!” So Satan brought against 
Job wicked men, Sabeans and Chaldeans who vio¬ 
lently look away 1 he thousands of Job’s livestock. 
Lightning or lire from heaven destroyed his seven 
thousand sheep. A windstorm struck the house 
where his seven sons and three daughters were 
feasting and caused if to collapse, killing them all. 
When all this calamity was reported to Job in 
rapid succession, did Job do as Satan said that he 
would do, curse God to his very face? What would 
you have done if you had been Job under those 

fti" Who clttlnnnl that even the roost upright - :in would tllsw. u 
God if the deeds of Wtckcd were alio we a to ^poii his 

hnppiitcsii? fb) on what occasion, nported in the Bible wai this 
claim ro arte T 

•1, 5. (a) Who hroueht calamity ujx>n Job. and why did God 
[HTTuit It"* i ht How did Job react In the face of .ill this CnJuniity ? 
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circumstances? Here Is what Job, t hough grieved, 
said: 

* “Naked I came out of my mother’s belJy, and 
naked shall I return there [that Is, to the ground, 
to which he could point 1, Jehovah himself has 
given, and Jehovah himself has taken away. Let 
the name of Jehovah continue to bo blessed.” 
—Job 1:1-21. 

fl Not silenced by this, Satan challenged God to 
give him fiuther permission to afflict Job, this 
time touching Job’s bones and flesh. Then, surely. 
Job would become anti-God and curse Him. So, 
with Goths permission, Satan struck Job with a 
repulsive, stinking disease from head to foot. Ilis 

breath became loathsome to his wife, and she 
said; "Are you yet holding fast your integrity? 
Curse God and die!’ 7 Next, three friends came, con¬ 
sidered his situation and to d him he was a hypo¬ 
critical sinner, being punished openly by God for 
his secret sin. Job denied that he was a man of a 
bad private life and now undergoing the punish¬ 
ment that he deserved; but he ascribed to God the 
right to treat him nicely and also to treat him 
otherwise even though Job continued righteous. 
His accusing friends were put to silence; and a 
young man, listening in. spoke in defense of Je¬ 
hovah God, as One who could restore people. 

' Finally Jehovah God himself spoke to Job and 
showed how weak man was in comparison with 
how mighty God was without needing man’s help. 
Job admitted the truth of this, at last saying: 
“I do repent in dust and ashes/ 7 Then God con¬ 
demned Job’s accusers, told how Job would pray 

6_ (»> AJinr this. whai. further aflllctiOKi did Satan ferLnft upon Job 
<ib) What did Job's wile urge -him to do? Of what aid three of 
bis friend* accuw him? But what position did Job take? 

Y. (a) What fact did Jehovah himself point out to Job? <b> How 
was Job rewarded for his endurance? (c) Whet was proved by 
this test? 
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for them, and restored Job to 
good health so that he lived for a 
hundred and forty years more. 


Ifis wife also bore him ten more children, seven 
sons and three daughters. Job became a prosperous 
stock raiser again, with twice as many livestock. 

(Job 2:1 to 42:1?) In view of this we ask, I>id it 
prove to be rewarding for Job to hold onto God in 
spite of wickedness that sorely tried him by God's 
pern: isst on ? i 1 1 c ou t coHI i * of Job’s oncinn 1 i 1 ce ;.i n- 
swers Yes! By permitting tills test Gad proved 
Satan the Devil to be a liar and vindicated himself, 
disproving all charges of injustice. 

* This is no fairy tale or myth, merely a made-up 
story with a nice moral. It is a true-life story, an 
authenticated historical happening, one vouched 
for by God himself, (Ezekiel 14:14, 20; James 
5:11) Let us leam from it and not attribute wrong 
to God. 

* Of course, we can open up tile question of God's 
rightness and discuss It. The patriarch Abraham 
did so, before God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah 
by fire and sulphur from the skies. Thinking oF 
his nephew, righteous Lot, and his family in 
Sodom, Abraham asked; “Is the Judge of all the 
earth not going to do what is right?” < Genesis 


S Oid those Things really happen to Job? 

9. Can it rightly be said tli.it God is unjust in Ills dealings with 
mankind ? 
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18:25) Even though many human judges accept 
bribes and twist justice, we should expect the 
"Judge of all the earth" to do perfectly right. And 
lie always does. The Christian apostle Paul asks 
questions and answers them from the Bible, say¬ 
ing: * £ What shall we say, then? Is there injustice 
with God? Never may that become sol For he says 
to Moses; T will have mercy upon whomever I do 
have mercy, and I will show compassion to whom¬ 
ever I do show com passion, r So, then, it depends, 
not upon the one wishing nor upon the one run¬ 
ning, but upon God, who has mercy/'—Romans 
9:14-16. 

xo Well, then, insl cad of doing you an injustice, 
is God having mercy upon you and showing com¬ 
passion to you by permitting wickedness till now, 
yes, more wickedness than ever in our day? Eel 
us see. 

11 About six thousand years ago, in the garden 
of Eden, Adam and Eve confessed to having bro¬ 
ken God's law, for which they deserved death. Je¬ 
hovah God was then faced with the need to make a 
far-reaching judicial decision. He could hold to 
strict justice and show mercy and compassion to 
nobody mixed up in the case. As man’s Creator and 
Lawgiver he had told Adam in the garden of Eden: 
"As for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad 
you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat 
from it you will positively die/ 7 (Genesis 2:17) 
God, as Judge, could have interpreted that law to 
specify a ‘‘day" twenty-four hours long and could 
then have put Adam and Eve to death that same 
day, in all righteousness. 

Had God done that, in all justice, what would 
have resulted? Adam and Eve would have died 

10. 11. tn -determining whether has shown mercy to you by 

permitting wickednrsa until, now. what events in the garden or 
Eden should Ik* considered? 

12_ (a> What would, have happened to you if God had not allow i^! 
wii-ki-dnei^t to continue: but bad. put Adam anil Sv« to death ,i t 
once? Su has God bu'i/n merciful to you? 
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childless. Then what would have happened to you? 
You would have died in Adam’s loins and nev 
have been bom! Did God do you wrong in letting 
you be born at all, even if it has been with your 
naturally inheriting sinfulness, imperfection and 
condemnation to death? No! He has shown mercy 
to you. 

13 Another thing, one of greater concern to God 
himself: when God created Eve and married her 
to Adam, he blessed them both and said: "Be 
fruitful and become many and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the 
sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and 
every living creature that is moving upon the 
earth/' (Genesis 2:18-24; 1:26-28) Now, if God 
had put childless Adam and Eve to death on that 
same twenty-four- hour day in which they had 
sinned, what: would have happened to God’s pur¬ 
pose to have all earth filled with a righteous hu¬ 
man race living in a Paradise? It would have had 
to wait till after God’s long rest day ended, which 
day of God’s resting from earthly creation has not 
yet ended but has at least a thousand years yet 
to go. How so? 

l * Because, after Jehovah God created Adam and 
Eve, his sixth creative day ended and his seventh 
day of desisting from earthly creative work began, 
which day he blessed and made sacred. In view of 
that, God" was not going to profane his own sacred 
“day” of sabbath keeping by doing earthly cre¬ 
ative work, by creating another perfect man and 
woman to take the place of Adam and Eve after 
their execution to death. God does not lie and deny 
himself. So he would have had to wait till his rest 
day ended and, after it ended, he could create 
another perfect man and woman to fill the earth 

13. 14. If God h;ui putt Adorn and Eve* to death Immediate!v alter 
lhoy ftljuacd. wJrat would have hnpiM’-ned to his purpose for the 
earth, nnd how *o? 
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with a righteous race. This, or course, would 1 
accompanied by a test of their perfect obedience 
also, as in the case of Adam and Eve. But God did 
not choose to wait. So what did he do? He showed 
mercy. 

,r On a Jewish sabbath day the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, once asked this question; “Is it lawful on 
tlie sabbath to do good Or 1o do injury, to save or 
to destroy a soul?” Then he miraculously healed 
a man with a withered right hand. (Luke 6:6-10; 
Matthew 12:9-13) When Jesus' disciples were ac¬ 
cused as sabbath breakers, he showed the accusers 
to be wrong and added: “If you had understood 
what this means, T want mercy, and not sacrifice/ 
you would not have condemned the guiltless ones.” 
(Matthew 12:1-7) Accordingly, the heavenly Fa¬ 
ther of Jesus Christ was not violating his own 
long rest day by showing mercy back there in 
Eden's garden. Showing mercy to whom? 

19 Of course, it was a mercy to the sinful Adam 
and Eve that God did not destroy them on that 
twenty-four-hour day, but took the judicial view¬ 
point of one day as meaning a thousand years. 
(2 Peter 3:8) Consequently we read concerning 
Adam: “He became father to sons and daughters. 
So all the days of Adam that he lived amounted to 
nine hundred and thirty years and he died.” (Gen¬ 
esis 5:4, 5) Adam thus died within a thousand 
years of time. In view of this we can appreciate 
that, back there in the garden of Eden, Jehovah 
God showed mercy and compassion mainly to 
Adam's then unborn offspring, including you. God 
purposed to make merciful provision for Adam’s 
offspring. God's love dominated him rather than 
strict justice. 

13. (a> How <Hd Jujus show that It tviut right to do a merciful 
deed on the Jewish siibtmth day? (b) So wils Cud violating his 
rj-st day by showing mercy in Kden? 

16. To whom did God show mercy thore In Eden, arid how? 
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Win? THE WICKED ONE IS PEHMrrrCD TO UVK 

17 For a fact* there must have been someone be¬ 
hind that serpent In Eden that made it talk to Eve 
and deceive her with a lie and tempt her into sin¬ 
ning against God her Creator. That was a wicked 
thing to do. Who did that wicked thing? It was 
an angelic son of God who had rebelled against 
his heavenly Father and who was now tempting 
God's earthly children to do the same thing. It was 
the self-made Satan the Devil, who did the talking 
by means of the speechless serpent. He became 
doubly guilty, for not only did he himself rebel 
and slander God his Father but he also tempted 
Eve and Adam to sin rebel! iously against God. 
Why did God not at once destroy Satan the Devil 
after he caused Adam and Eve to fall? 

1P Satan the Devil had to be proved a liar and a 
false god. He had told Eve that she and her hus¬ 
band would become like God for eating the for¬ 
bidden fruit. It required a period of time for that 
to be proved a lie. (Genesis 3:l-o> Satan the Devil 
had made himself a god over mankind by bringing 
them over on his side as a rebel against God, So 
Satan iiad to be proved a false god, the worship of 
whom would result only in wickedness, calamity 
and death. Furthermore, he had corrupted the 
very first man and woman on earth. Well, then, 
could God ever put a perfect man and woman on 
earth for filling it with a righteous race and not 
have them go wrong when tempted by Satan the 
Devil? To determine this point would take time. 
Would Jehovah God have to wait till his rest day 
ended and then create another perfect man and 
woman to prove that he could produce perfect hu¬ 
man creatures of unswerving faithfulness to Him? 
What guarantee was there that Satan the Devil 

IT. Who wu behind the serpenL that spoke? to Eve, and of what 
wicked, thin► t a wrts i-u? guilty? 

13. Why did God allow Satan to remain for a time instead of 
destroying him. at tigeu after he caused Adam and -Hive to sint 
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would not also succeed against another perfect hu¬ 
man pair? Jehovah God decided to prove the mat¬ 
ter in his own favor on his own rest day. How? 

111 Almighty God did not destroy that particular 
serpent there in Eden, neither did he destroy the 
greater Serpent, Satan the Devil, at once. Choos¬ 
ing a different course, one of matchless wisdom, 
Jehovah God said to the greater Serpent; "I shall 
put enmity between you and the woman and be¬ 
tween your seed and her seed. He will bruise you 
in the head and you will bruise him in the heel/' 
(Genesis 3:14, 15) It would take time for the 
o man ” here meant to produce her seed. It would 
also take lime for the greater Serpent to produce 
his seed. It would require some time before the 
greater Serpent could bruise the woman’s seed in 
the liter] and also before her seed could bruise the 
greater Serpent in the head. Bruising the woman's 
seed in the heel would bo a wicked act, and that 
meant that Almighty God would have to permit 
wickedness for a time. But, no matter how much 
time it would take, the greater Serpent and his 
seed were marked for everlasting destruction as 
objects of God’s wrath. At the same time the seed 
of the “woman” was marked for deliverance to 
everlasting life ns an object of God's mercy. 

- In Romans, chapter nine, verses 14-16, of 
which we have already quo led (on page 302), the 
apostle Paul argues in the above manner, to show 
that God does not- destroy" the wicked ones im¬ 
mediately, in order to spare the righteously dis¬ 
posed ones. In I tomans 9:17-26, the apostle Paul 
first quotes Exodus 9:16 and follows it up thus: 

3'J. <RiiLhor than destroy]me ih*: 1 Devil, whm. did Jehovi>li God 
Miy i>» rimv (in wiiM wouJ<j ihf fu trill am in i of iin? r , ro|th«*y 
require, but for what were the Serpent mid ills sf-*d marki-d 
and far what was the seed of the '‘woman*' rnnrk«J ? 

20-23. <&) In Rimnia chapter a. who does the aposrtle show la 
sj’Bitd because God dot's not destroy the vrickni ones ImmcdkidyI 
fb) Why wait wicked Pharaoh allowed to remain for a IIP 
(c) What line Ulustrttion does the Scripture use to show man's 
position in relation to Cod? 
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a "For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: *For this 
very cause I have let you remain [alive, in wicked¬ 
ness toward the twelve tribes of Israel], that in 
connection with you I may show my power, and 
that my name may be declared in all the earth/ 
So, then, upon whom he [GodJ wishes he has 
mercy, but whom he wishes lie lets become ob¬ 
stinate [as he did with Pharaoh of Egypt]. 

“You will therefore say to me: ‘Why does he 
yet find fault? For who has withstood his express 
will?” O man, who, then, really are you to be an¬ 
swering back to 
God? Shall the 
thing molded say 
to him that mold¬ 
ed it, ‘Why did 
you make me this 
w a y?’ W h at? 

Docs not the pot¬ 
ter have author¬ 
ity over the day 
to make from the 
same lump one 
vessel for an hon¬ 
orable use, anoth¬ 
er for a dishonor¬ 
able use? 

** 4 l If, now, God, 
although having the will to demonstrate his wrath 
and to make his power known, tolerated with 
much long-suffering vessels of wrath made fit for 
destruction, in order that he might make known 
the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, 
which he prepared beforehand for glory, namely, 
us, whom he called not only from among Jews but 
also from among nations, what of it? It is as he 
says also in Hosea: *Those not my people I will call 
'*my people/’ and her who was not beloved “be- 
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loved"; and in the place who it? it Mas said to them, 
'‘You are not my people,” There they will be called 
"sons of the living God/*' ”—Ilosea 2:23; 1:10. 

-* God did not destroy Pharaoh of Egypt right 
after he refused the first request of the prophet 
Moses to let the Israelites go free from Egypt. 
Instead, God began bringing plagues on all Egypt 
to induce Pharaoh to let Jehovah*s people go. 
After he. at The request Of Pharaoh, lifted each 
plague, Pharaoh would harden his heart or make 
it stubborn. Of course, Jehovah God could have 
prevented Pharaoh front hardening his heart, by 
killing him off and not tolerating him any longer. 
Jehovah did not hurry Pharaoh’s destruction but 
tolerated him "with much long-suffering,” even 
though Pharaoh was getting harder, with a greater 
degree of obstinacy, all the time. Just why was 
this? Jehovah God explained it to Pharaoh. 

-* After the sixth plague had been lifted and 
Pharaoh had recovered himself and turned obsti¬ 
nate again, Jehovah said to him by means of 
Moses: “Send my people away that they may serve 
mo. Por at this time I am sending all my blows 
against your heart and upon your servants and 
your people, to the end that you may know that 
there is none like me in all the earth [including 
Egypt with all its idols]. For by now I could have 
thrust my hand out that X might strike you and 
your people with pestilence and that, you might 
be effaced from the earth. But, in fact, for this 
cause I have kept you in existence, for the sake of 
showing you my power and in order to have my 
name declared in all the earth."—Exodus 9:13-16. 

SR If Jehovah had cut off Pharaoh right at the 
start, it would not have given opportunity for Je- 

24 . How did God demonstrate "much lonp-euiftrimr'' In dealing 
with phwaoti? 

25. Why did Jehovah not destroy Plmrnoh at once when he 
refused to let the Israelites go free? 

2G, 27. What opporum It lea wen- l-herc for Jehovah to Show hi* 
power In Kgypt and at the Red Sea when the Israeli ter. were on 
the1 1 Wjiy out ff Hifrypt? 
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hovah to show all his diversified power that all the 
magicians, sorcerers and astrologers of Egypt could 
not duplicate. What Jehovah was doing to Egypt 
bec ame common knowledge in all the earth after 
each plague, and people would be talking about 
God’s name in all the earth. Even after Jehovah 
had struck Egypt with the tenth and last plague, 
which took the life of Pharaoh’s firstborn son and 
the lives of the firstborn of all his cattle* Jehovah 
God had not yet shown Pharaoh the full extent of 
his power to prove that there is no god like Jeho¬ 
vah in all the earth* Jehovah let Pharaoh harden 
his heart after that, so that he went in pursuit of 
the departing Israelites who were now seemingly 
trapped on the western shore of the Red Sea. 

=T When matters got extreme for the Israelites, 
Almighty God opened up a way for them through 
the Red Sea to the eastern shore. God had marked 
Pharaoh and his pursuit troops as 'Vessels of 
wrath made fit for destruction/’ and so he left 
the pathway through the seabed open till Pharaoh 
and his iroaps got between the walls of seawater 
on each side. Then as Moses, safe on the eastern 
shore, stretched out his hand over the sea, God let 
the walls of water collapse right upon the trapped 
Egyptians and drowned them. 

Not since the great flood of Noah’s day had 
there been such a show of Jehovah's power. It 
caused Jehovah’s name to toe declared In all the 
earth. Forty years later the pagan inhabitants of 
the Promised hand were st ill talking about it, in 
great fear. (Exodus 9:17 to 15:16; Joshua 2:8-11) 
Un till that glorious display of divine power at 
the Red Sea, Jehovah God was preserving his cho¬ 
sen people like ‘"vessels of mercy." Up till then the 
Israelites had had to suffer much oppression at the 
hand of the "vessels of wrath made fit for de- 


ivs. (a) As a rowult, what was made known in all the* curtb? 
<t>) Wh<) were Mkc ‘'vessels of mercy" In this ca.se. and bow did 
God make known Ills gluiv In ctnmwtlun with them? 
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stniction,” but it was worth it to see this show of 
God’s power for His glory and for the complete 
deliverance of his people. Then his people could 
appreciate why Almighty God had permitted all 
that wickedness on Egypt’s part for so long a time. 

** In tlie garden of Eden, God made the pro¬ 
phetic statement, as recorded in Genesis 3:14, 15, 
concerning the great Serpent (that is, Satan the 
DevilJ and his seed. Ever since then these ones 
have been “vessels of wrath made fit for destruc¬ 
tion. M As a whole they have been permitted to 
exist for almost six thousand years till now. Dur¬ 
ing all this long stretch of time much wickedness 
has been perpetrated in the earth by reason of the 
activity of the greater Serpent and his seed, Nine¬ 
teen centuries ago God permitted them to bruise 
the seed of the “woman” in the heel in the out¬ 
standing case of Jesus Christ. During all these 
thousands of years why has God permitted all this 
wickedness down to its terrible state today? 

30 Just as he permitted Pharaoh of Egypt to re¬ 
main in existence and carry on all his wickedness 
against Jehovah’s people, so God has let Satan the 
Devil remain in existence in order to show forth 
His power over all of Satan’s earthly evildoers, 
soon now, in the “war of the great day of God the 
Almighty” at the place called in the Hebrew 
tongue Mar—Magedon, After that he will bind Sa¬ 
tan the Devil and all his demons and inactivate 
them in the abyss during his promised kingdom. 
—Revelation 16:13-16; 20:1-3. 

31 In the meantime, while Almighty God has 
been tolerating Satan and his wicked agents in 

K V T er slncn Rd-eit f who have been tolerated by God as '‘vt'isels 
of wrath rn-ide lit for destruction."' ar-d for what have they been 
EsiptmiiUt? 

30* Why has GoiJ let t«n and. the wtrkrdrie*s caused by him 
mtinUri? until our day* and when will tills situation be brought 

t Q ,js j*| \ <* i ;ij 

31. While Hod bo* been tolerating Satan, for what hoc he 

been allowing himself 1 lime? tfc»> whjii waui bcint; <3 one in 
connection with faithful men and wn n*.“n prior to the faringiri« 
forth of tfco "sets!" of the "woman”? 
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heaven and earth for all these thousands of years, 
God has been allowing himself time for bringing 
forth at last the promised “seed” of the “woman.” 
Preliminary to his beginning to bring forth this 
seed of the woman there has been a lot of activity 
on God’s part Din ing this period of preliminary 
activity God has tested the faith, devotion and en¬ 
durance of many faithful men and women, such as 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah and Moses. 
Call to mind the proving of Job’s endurance under 
terrible mistreatment by Satan the Devil. This was 
a small-scale illustration of why God the Almighty 
permits wickedness and how he rewards those per¬ 
sons who loyally endure in faith to the finish. 

Nineteen hundred years ago God brought 
forth the first and principal one of the woman’s 
seed, namely, Jesus Christ. Since then he has been 
preparing the rest of the woman’s seed, who are 
to be associated with Jesus Christ in the glory of 
his heavenly kingdom. These ones, 144,000 in num¬ 
ber, are those “vessels of mercy” spoken of by the 
apostle Paul, During the time that God has been 
preparing all these, he has had to exercise much 
long-suffering and to tolerate further the wicked, 
the “vessels of wrath,” holding off their destruc¬ 
tion. Why? “In order that he might make known 
the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, 
which he prepared beforehand for glory, namely, 
Lis, whom he called not only from among Jews but 
also from among nations [the Gentile nations, 
since the year 36 C.E".].”—Romans 9:22-24; Reve¬ 
lation 7:4-3; 14:1, 3. 

-■ God has about completed now the selecting 
and preparing of the predetermined number of 

52. ta) When aid God brinjt forth the principal one of the 
woman'* seed. -id how many others arc to he associated with 
tluit one In the heavenly kingdom? (b) Who arc those '“Vessels of 
mercy 1 r referred to by the apostle Paul, and, while preparing 
Uiera, why has Cod. continued to cr>1 erftte the “vessels of wrath 1 *"? 
33. W ho iire now associating with the remain! nsr ones of the 
144,000 and, with them. lusting of God's mercy? 
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144 t 000. So, particularly since 1935 C.E., a “great 
crowd"' of sheep! ike persons are being gathered out 
from among the wicked elements of the world of 
mankind* They are being assembled together with 
tiie remaining ones of the 144,000, to form “one 
flock** under the “one shepherd.” (Revelation 7: 
9-17; John 10:16: Matthew 25:31-46 J These 1 ‘other 
sheep” also taste of God’s mercy in these times 
when the long-restrained wrath of God is about 
to be poured out upon the workers of wickedness, 

14 All these facts are an indication that God's 
permission of wickedness is soon to end and that 
God’s kingdom of righteousness is soon to take 
charge of all the earth for mankind’s blessing. 

Do not be disturbed, then, al the great in¬ 
crease of wickedness in these latter days. This was 
foretold as evidence that God's permission of it is 
soon to end. “When the wicked ones sprout as the 
vegetation and all the practicers of what is hurtful 
blossom forth, it is that they may be annihilated 
forever, But you arc on high to time indefinite, 
O Jehovah. For, look! your enemies, O Jehovah, 
for, look! your own enemies will perish; all the 
practicers of what is hurtful will be separated 
from one another.” (Psalm 92:7-9) Speaking of 
the end of this wicked system of things, Jesus 
Christ said: “Because of the increasing of law¬ 
lessness the love of Lho greater number will cool 
off. But he that has endured to the end is the one 
that will be saved.” (Matthew 24:12, 13) To be 
saved, take full advantage of God’s mercy now 
and keep on enduring till God's wise permission of 
wickedness ends. In that way you will share also 
with Jesus Christ in proving Sat a- the Devil fo 
be a liar and in vindicating Jehovah God as the 
truthful One. 


. Of whfi 1 . arc thrst* filers &n Indication? 

35. way shuuid wt trot be diiFUjrhv-d ill great increase of 

ivicfceffnipjys, but u hat should we do now? 




CHAPTER 



"The Conclusion of 

the System of Things” 


ODERN science calculates that in the 
distant future, because of tremendous 
changes in the sun of our solar system* this earth 
will be turned into an uninhabitable mass floating 
around in space, dead, with no signs of life upon it* 
This fanciful theory of twentieth-century scientists 
is not in agreement with the written Word of 
earth’s Creator, Their theory differs fmm God’s 
purpose regarding the earth. When God put man 
and woman on earth, he located 1 hem in the gar¬ 
den of Eden and told them to fill the entire earth 
and subdue it as a home for all their offspring. 
(Genesis 1:26-28) The Creator has not changed in 
this purpose. 

" Almost three thousand three hundred years 
after man’s creation, Jehovah God referred to the 
earth and spoke of himself as "the One who firmly 
established it, who did not create it simply for 
no tiling, who formed it even to be inhabited." 
(Isaiah 45:18) Yes, long after the first man and 
his wife had sinned and brought death upon The 

1. What modern scVnoi? forecast will happen to the earth In 

the distant future, but does their theory agree with God's 
purpose? 

2, 3, (n> Long alter man's crt‘<ition, how did Jehovi.h shew that 
bis pu'.-e for trie earth had not changed? (b) What do the 
Scriptures testify us to the permanence ot the earth? 
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generations of their offspring, God inspired King 
Solomon to write: “A generation is going t and a 
generation is coming; but the earth is standing 
even to time indefinite, 1,, (Ecclesiastes 1:4) That 
the earth will remain, God further stales in these 
words: 

“He has founded the earth upon its established 
places; it will not be made to totter to time indefi¬ 
nite, or forever.” (Psalm 104:5) “lie began to 
build his sanctuary just like the heights, like the 
earth that he bus founded to time Indefinite.” 
(Psalm 78:69) “The meek ones themselves will 
possess the earth, and they will indeed find their 
exquisite deUght in the abundance of peace. Watch 
the blameless one and keep the upright one in 
sight, for the future of that man will be peaceful. 
But the transgressors themselves will certainly l>e 
aimihHated together; the future of wicked people 
will indeed lx* cui off.”—Psalm 37:11, 37, 38; 
Matthew 5:5. 

4 What, then, does the expression “the end (or, 
consummation J of the world” mean, as found in 
certain old popular translations of the Bible?* 
For centuries the clergymen of Christendom have 
taught that this meant the destruction both of 
our earth and of the heavenly bodies about it; but 
tliis is wrong, unscri plural. In the original Greek 
text of the Bible this expression is spnt&leia ton 
aidnos, and it has no reference to the end of the 
literal earth and the rest or our solar system. More 

* See the German translation of Dr. Martin Luther of 
the sixteenth century C.K., the Homan Catholic Ltouay 
i ' ersio n < En gli s h» and t h o. A w thor izrd < K in g J umes 
Version of the seventeen th century, the English Ratvised 
Version of the nineteenth century, and the American 
Standard Version and George Lamsa's Bible Version of 
the twentieth century. 

4. tfi t Wluil have titans In OirJsttndom bfitn L$ufiht that 

ihM* "enil of the wijrld 1 ' means? Cb) Hijw do nreeiit Bll>le trans- 
hUlons heir t» m!>.it<!‘ clear tho mo*SMatnj| o£ mt express km in 
ordinal Grec-k text 7 
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recent Bible translations show this by rendering 
the Greek expression in another way, such as '‘the 
close of the age” i AT), “the end of the age” 
{NEB}, “the conclusion of the age” (Ro), “the 
full end of the age” (Yp>* “the consummation of 
this state” {031D) f, and “the conclusion of the 
system of things.” {NWy Thus the original Greefe 
expression refers to the crid of a state of things on 
the earth, the termination of a system of things, 
but not to the end Of the earth itself in literal fire. 

5 SiiT-e the earth itself will never' be destroyed 
by God, how will the people then living on the 
earth know 
that the “age” 
or “state” or 
“system of 
things” has 

reached its end 
or is In its con¬ 
clusion? Four 
of Jesus' apos¬ 
tles asked him 
that very ques¬ 
tion on Tues¬ 
day, Nisan 11, 
of the year 
3 3 C.E., or 

ihrec days be- 
fore he was t 
Matthew 24:3 reports. Ibis, saying: “While he was 
sitting upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples ap¬ 
proached him privately, saying: ‘Tell us t When will 
these things be, and what will be the of your 

f Barred Writings of the Apostles and vangelists of 
Jesus Christ Cotntnonly Sty ted the New Testament, by 
G. Campbell, J. MacKiiight and P. Doddridge* and pub¬ 
lished by Alexander Campbell in 182R In Bethany, Vir¬ 
ginia, U-S-A. 



S. As to the "conclusion of the- ^ystezn of thing*," what did the 
Jj pO:, tlfii u.&k J ce u s ? 









3J6 "THINGS IN WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO L1L" 

presence* and of the conclusion of iho system of 
tilings t ”—See also Mark 13:3, 4; Luke 21:7. 

a In those words the apostolic disciples wanted 
to know ahead of time the “sign . „ . of the? con¬ 
clusion of the system of things.'* If they lived to 
see the “sign/* they would then know that the 
present “system of things” on earth was at its end 
or In its conclusion. If they did not live to witness 
the “sign/* then the later disciples of Jesus Christ 
would know what it meant and they would know 
the particular message of God to preach at that 
time. As tradition locates the aposl le John’s death 
about the end of the first century C.H1, he lived to 
see the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and 
Its temple in the year 70 C.E. However, though he 
survived all the other apostles, he did not live to 
see the “sign.” But are we who are living today 
seeing the “sign**? To make sure, we must compare 
Jesus* words with the facts of rncxlem history. 

■ Already, about two years before the apostles 
asked this question, Jesus had spoken to them 
about the “conclusion of the system of things.” 
When speaking to the people by the Sea of Galilee, 
he gave an illustration (or parable) of the wheat 
and the weeds (or tares) and that of the dragnet 
that was let down into the sea. In explaining the 
meaning of these prophetic illustrations, he said: 

* “The sower of the fine seed is die Son of man; 
hie field is the world 1 k&smos ]; as for the fine 

* The original Greek word parousfa is here translated 
“presence*' In the fallowing translations: That by J. B. 
Rotherham, that by Robert Young, that by Fcrrar Fen¬ 
ton, that by Pablo Besson in Spanish, and f/ip J0t nphatio 
IJiiWlott by Benjamin Wilson, and the marginal read¬ 
ings of the English Rfrvi&ed Version and the jlmertco* 
Standt/rd Vt?rs ion. 


6. What would Iho apTW-nra^ce of that ‘*»in’ Indicate, and how 
e*ft we? know if we today are £tx?3ng that * 2 * 1 fin wm ? 

T-Sj What had Jg&us Raid about the a, a)nduslon of the system of 
t'l.sig^" in two parables at an earlier time? 
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seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; but the 
weeds are the sons of the wicked one, and the 
enemy that sowed them is he Devil. The harvest 
is a conclusion \synt&Lew 1 of a systeri of things 
[ ai&n ], and the reapers are angels. Therefore, just 
as the weeds are collected and burned with fire, so 
it will be in the conclusion [s-ynlelcia] of the 
system of things [aidn]. The Son of man will send 
forth his angels, and they will collect out from his 
kingdom all things that cause stumbling and per¬ 
sons who are doing lawlessness, and they' will pitch 
them into the fiery furnace. There is where their 
weeping and the gnashing of their teeth will be. 
At that time the righteous ones will shine as bright¬ 
ly as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. . , * 

w “Again the kingdom or the heavens is like a 

dragnet let 
down into the 
sea and gath¬ 
ering up fish 
of every kind. 

When it got 
full they 
hauled it up 
onto l he beach 
and, sitting 
down, they 
collected the 
fine ones into 
vessels, but 
the unsuitable 
they threw 

away. That is how it win be in the conclusion 
[aynfdZeia] of the system of things [ aimt]: the 
angels will go out and separate the wicked from 
among the righteous and will cast them into the 
fiery furnace. There is where their weeping and 
the gnashing of t heir teeth will be.”—Matthew 13: 
37-43, 47-50. 
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i° when we keep in mind the fact that the 
‘weeds** are poisonous and that the Jews to whom 
Jesus spoke were not permitted by God's law to 
eat all sorts off Osh and sea creatures, but ate only 
fish with scales and fins, we can appreciate the 
need for separating the wheat from the weeds and 
the fine kind of fish from the unsuitable kind. 
Just like that, there would be suitable persons for 
the kingdom of the heavens and there would be 
those unsuitable for it. 

‘ ; There would be those like weeds, mere imita¬ 
tion Christians, unfit for the kingdom of the heav¬ 
ens, and thci'o would be those like real wheat, 
true, dedicated, baptized, faithful Christians, be¬ 
gotten of God's spirit, real “sons of the kingdom.” 
The time for separating imitation Christians, “the 
sons of the wicked one," from genuine Christians, 
“the sons of the kingdom/* would be during the 
conclusion of the system of things, “the comple¬ 
tion of the age" or “period/* (Matthew 13:39, 49, 
I?error FenfOA) When this work of separating the 
false Christians from the real heirs of God’s king¬ 
dom took place, it would be a proof or a “sign" 
that we are in the “conclusion of the system of 
tilings." Are we in it now? Yes. 

1S During tile years of World War I, namely, 
1914-1918, there was great persecution carried on 
by the fighting nations against true Christians 
who proclaimed the ending of this system of things 
and who held fast to their allegiance to God's 
kingdom of the heavens. After World War I ended, 
and particularly from the year 1919 forward, 
there was a great separating of all persons who 

10. How do these paml'iles show that Hie re would, bo persons 

rm Lis-- i_-l Hi-. 1 hf iivens and Olliers v. Iio would ( 

unsuitable? 

11. Who are the “sons of Hu- kingdom" &sd who art the "sons of 
t Jh* wick ml one," And of whet is the scfia rating Of them from one’ 
another a “aurji'f 

12. lido ivhitl two funeral rlngKes have l»eopl<- l>m-n sc-y: iruled 
liurih-ultirly sltui-e tin? yc-ar 1919? 
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claimed to be Christians into two general classes: 
(1) those who stayed in the religions organizations 
of Christendom and who favored the League of 
Nations (now the United Nations) as the inter¬ 
national agency for world peace and security, while 
at the same time holding fast to their nationalism: 
and (2) those who obeyed the divine command, 
“Get out ol her, my people, if you do not want to 
share with her in her sins, and if you do not want 
to receive part of her plagues.” (Revelation 18:4) 
These ones got out of Babylon the Great, that is 
to say, out of the world empire of false religion 
based on the religion of ancient Babylon, which 
world empire includes Christendom with its more 
than a thousand religious denominations. 

la The ones that got out proved themselves to be 
those whom God calls “my people,” making a full 
dedication of self to Jehovah God and being bap¬ 
tized in water as Jesus was, and then preaching 
ai!d t«.iacb ing the good news o I God' s Messinnic 
kingdom as being the only hope of mankind. They 
could not be real “sons of the kingdom” if they 
had joined Christendom in giving support to the 
League of Nations as the world's hope for inter¬ 
national peace and security. 

,J So they differ from the “sons of the wicked 
one/’ this one being Satan who sows symbolic 
“weeds." They are spiritual sons of the true God, 
Jehovah, for he has begotten them through his 
spirit and by means of his written Word. In the 
year 1919 this small remnant of the “sons of the 
kingdom” began to be organized for postwar work, 
and on September 1-8 they held a general conven¬ 
tion at Cedar Point, Ohio, U.S.A,, to inform them¬ 
selves on the work ahead of them. Over two hun¬ 
dred newly dedicated Christians were baptized in 

13. How nave fome proved themselves to tra God's people n,nd 
"son* of the- kingdom’ ? 

3.4, In wbal have the spiritual sons of God put their Imp*, but to 
what organ Jot eon did others took in hope alter the first world 

WILT 7 
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water, and the president of the convention de¬ 
livered a public address on “The Hope for Dis¬ 
tressed Humanity" to thousands of listeners. He 
Script uraily proved God's kingdom to be that 
“hope” and said concerning the then proposed 
League of Nations: 

The Lorti s displeasure is certain to be visited 
upon the League, however, because the clergy— 
Catholic and Protestant—claiming to be God's rep¬ 
resentatives, have abandoned his plan and endorsed 
the League ol Nations, hailing it as a political 
expression of Christ’s Kingdom on earth. The 
Watch Tower, as of October 1, 1919, page 298, 
column one. 

w In 1931 the remnant of the “sons of the king¬ 
dom" embraced the name “Jehovah’s witnesses/’ 
in order to distinguish themselves from the re¬ 
ligionists of Christendom who profess to be Chris¬ 
tian. Since that year hundreds of thousands of 
other God-fearing persons have ‘got out of Bab¬ 
ylon the Great’ and have taken their stand along¬ 
side the spiritual remnant of the “sons of the 
kingdom," joining them in preaching the good 
news of God's kingdom world wide. They do not 
want to be found Inside Babylon the Great when 
the conclusion of this system of things ends and 
when the symbolic “weeds" and the symbolic “un¬ 
suitable" fish are cast into the symbolic “fiery 
furnace” and are thus destroyed forever.—Mat¬ 
thew 13:41, 42, -!E9, 50. 


“THE SIGN" OF THE CONCLUSION OF THIS SYSTEM 


16 In the year 83 C.E. the apostles asked Jesus 
Christ for “the sign ... of the conclusion of the 
system of things/' Did he then refer back to h:* 


IS, Cn) Since 1931. by what name have Ui^jw "son* Hie 
kingdom’ i«.■••*» dhstinKuJshed? Cb) Who besides the spirit-bcpoLLua 
1 'sons of the kingdom"' are preachers or God’s kingdom? 

IB- In whnt kind of inn gunge did Jesus set out the '"sign ... of 
the conclusion o£ the System or things'*? 
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parabolic ill us Ira lions of the wheat and the weeds 
and tire dragnet of fish? No, He used quite literal 
language in foretelling further evidences to prove 
that we are in the “conclusion of i hr system of 
things/' After giving genera! information as to 
events that would precede the “conclusion/' he 
said ; 

it “These things must take place, but the end 
[t&los J is not yet- For nation will rise against na¬ 
tion and kingdom against kingdom, and there will 
he food shortages and earthquakes in one place 
after another. All these things are a beginning of 
pangs of distress. Then people will deliver you up 
to tribulation and will kill you, ami you will be 
objects of hatred by all the nations on account of 
my name. Then, also, many will be stumble*i and 
will betray one another and will hate one another. 
And many false prophets wall arise and mislead 
many; and because of the increasing of lawless¬ 
ness the love of the greater numljer will cool off- 
But he that has endured to the end is the one that 
will be saved. And this good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a 
witness to all the nations; and then the end [frUbs | 
will come/'—Matthew 24:6-14; see also Mark 33; 
7-13; Luke 21:9-19. 

l ' Wars there would be prior to the conclusion 
of the system of things, so Jesus foretold, but now 
here uL the “beginning of pangs of distress" war 
of an unusual kind would break out. It would be 
war in which the nations and kingdoms embroiled 
in it would organize a total mobilization of the 
people of each nation and kingdom. It would be 
war, not just between armies in the field of battle 
and navies on the seas, but between whole peoples, 
whole nations regimented. Have we as yet. had war 

27. What are some of ttv -0 features f>r that "sign," and whore are 
they recorded ? 

18 . Although there Would be v.ai\-= prior to the conclusion of the 
system of things, tv hat would distinguish war at tlil» time? 
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of Hi is kind? History answers Yes! Since when? 
Since the unforgettable year of 1914. Listen: 

** Says The Encyclopedia Americana f Volume 2S 
of the 1929 edition, page 257, column 2, under the 

heading “War”; 

During the Great War of 1914-18 practically the 
entire Industries of the nations involved were di¬ 
verted from the usual channels to the one great 
task of keeping Lhn armies in the field supplied. 
Great science ami skill are applied to the conduct 
of military operations and the principles on which 
they ought to be conducted are carefully invesli¬ 
gated In the light of experience. 

^ Says the book The Shaping of the Modern 
World 1870-1914* by Maurice Bruce, pages 926, 
927 of the 1958 edition: 

THE UNWANTED WAR 

Lloyd George was right in ihlraking that no one 
at the head of affairs quite wanted war In 1914. 
Austria-Hungary, for example, after years of in¬ 
decision and unable to solve her own interna] 
troubles, desired only to raise her prestige by a 
victorious local war against Serbia. From that 
everything else followed,. Germany had to pay the 

E Hfrict* of the 1879 alliance by supporting, perhaps 
■■ghthcartedly, her one remaining ally. If this sup¬ 
port led to a general war. then Germany preferred 
It in 1914 rather than when Russia and Franco had 
had more time to gain strength. . . . No one had 
realized how little room for maneuvre remained as 
a result of tire history of the preceding decade. So, 
in the summer of 191L the Great Powers entered 
upon the first of the total wars of the twentieth 
century during which four empires disappeared, 
millions of lives were lost, and the economic basis 
of the prosperity of the nineteenth century was 
eo m plet ely ti ndermined. 

:! ISo wonder that 1913 has been called 41 the la.s! 
normal year/' Since then the world of mankind 
has entered into an "“age of violence” that has 
steadily grown worse till now. 


L£>, 2D. Aixx>rdlnir lo i]^* rwortb of history, wtiot kind of war 
(« 1314 T 

31. Sin ci« 1913. In what kind of age has mankind lived? 
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*“ If no one at the head of affairs on earth 
wanted war in 1914, the invisible "god of this 
system of things," namely, Satan the Devil, wanted 
war. Why? Because in that year the "times of the 
Gentiles,” or, "the appointed times of the nations,” 
would end, after which the birth of God’s Mes¬ 
sianic kingdom in the heavens would take place, 
Satan the Devil wanted to continue as “god ol 
this system of things” and did not want the earthly 
nations under his control to submit peacefully to 
the newborn heavenly kingdom of God by Jesus 
the Messiah. Hence Satan the Devil fomented war 
in 1914 over the issue of world domination. 
—2 Corinthians 4:4. 

33 In the very same prophecy on the “sign” of 
the conclusion of the system of Tilings, Jesus fore¬ 
told the fulfillment of the “t imes of the Gentiles,” 
or, “the appointed times of the nations,” which 
Gentile nations include those of Christendom. In 
the prophecy as recorded by the Christian disciple 
Luke, Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem 
that occurred in 7u C. E. and referred to the Gen¬ 
tile Times, saying: “Kor there will be great neces¬ 
sity upon the laud and wrath on this people [the 
unbelieving Jews!; and they will fall by the edge 
of the sword and be led captive into all the nations 
[Gentiles! ; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by 
the nations, until the appoin d times of the na¬ 
tions [Gentiles] are fulfilled.”—Luke 21:23, 24 r 
NW; AV . 

- 4 As regards those ‘times of the Gentiles,” even 
before the magazine The Watch Tutcer began to 
be published in July of 1879, dedicated, baptized 
Christians who became associated with this maga¬ 
zine were pointing out from the prophetic scrip- 

22 . Wbo was the real instigator of the war that began in 3U14, anil 
why 7 

23. As reported at l.ukp 21:24. to what 'Himass*’ did Jesus refer In 

his prophecy on the ami what did he say about them? 

24 . was tiicri* :m;. ini ".,1 r,ce notice given a-iicfriUnc the erul <•: 
those “times, of the Gentiles'"? 
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tures of the Holy Bible that those “times*' would 
end In 1914 and that then the time would be due 
for God’s kingdom to be fully established in heaven. 

115 From the prophecy of Daniel, chapter four, 
they pointed out that these Gentile Times would be 
seven in number, each “time*' period being a pro¬ 
phetic year of three hundred and sixty literal years 
and the total of “seven times” therefore amount¬ 
ing to 2,520 years. Those Gentile Times began In 
the year that Jerusalem was destroyed by the king 
of Babylon who had the dream that is recorded 
in Daniel 4:1-27, the Jewish lunar year running 
from the spring month of Nisan of 607 B.C.K. and 
running down till Nison of 606 B.C.E. Since the 
Babylonian armies destroyed Jerusalem in the 
summer of 607 R.C.E. and the land of Judah be¬ 
came desolate bv the beginning of autumn* those 
2,520 years of the Gentile Times would end in 
1914 of our Common Era, about October 1 of 
the year.* 

rn When Jerusalem was destroyed In 607 B.C-E. 
and the Jewish king was token captive to Bab¬ 
ylon, “Jehovah's throne'' on which the Jewish 
kings of David's line had sat in Jerusalem was 
overturned. (1 Chronicles 29:23; Ezekiel 21:25- 
27) Thus the typical or small-scale kingdom of 
Jehovah God over the Jews passed out of existence 
and the pagan Gentile nations took over the total 
domination of the earth without any interference 
of God’s kingdom. From then on mankind has had 
Gentile world powers dominate the earth, one 
after the other, namely, Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece or Macedonia, Rome, and the alliance of 
Great Britain and the United States of America. 


* I-’or further ex pi an tinn, $6C “Baby to it the Great 

Host Pollenr* God’s /{inj/dom Rules?, pag«s 174-131. 


25. How wtu it known when I he O^ntilr Times won Id end? 

26. WiUi what event Was God's lypicul kingdom put out of 
♦•xt 'Tt-ni'i; tri 60T IJ,C.LI.» and who dominated the curlh after thnlT 
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without interference of any Da v I die kingdom of 
GckL 

- 1 Consequently, when the Gentile Times were 
due to end in 1914 CMC.* it was the time for the 
Gentile nations to lose their total domination of 
the earth that they had exercised since 607 B.C,E. 
without the interference of God's kingdom. It was 
i he time for God's Icingdom in the line of King 
David to be reestablished* not on earth in the non- 
christian city of Jerusalem in the Middle East, but 
in the heavens, in 1 he hands of the Permanent 
Heir of King David, namely, the resurrected, glo¬ 
rified Jesus Christ at God's right hand. Accord¬ 
ingly God’s Messianic kingdom was born in the 
heavens in 1914, at the end of the Gentile Times 
about October 1. Satan the Devil, "the god of this 
system of things," did not want his system of 
things to end, and so he was opposed to the birth 
of that kingdom. For that reason he started World 
War T in 1914 over the issue of world domination. 

** By no means was the outbreak of World War X 
in 1914 accidental and unrelated to Bible proph¬ 
ecy. It came right on time—God’s marked time— 
and it indicated that the “appointed times of the 
nations” were ending that year, to allow for the due 

birth of God's kingdom in the heavens. The birth 
of God’s heavenly kingdom meant that the “con¬ 
clusion of the system of things" had begun, 
with a "beginning of pangs of distress* 1 for all the 
earlhly nal ions. Si nee rh r-n we have l>een in the 
period that Jesus Christ called “the conclusion of 
the system of things.” Jehovah God t by means of 
his Christ, has taken up his power again to dom¬ 
inate all the earth as its Creator. Over this fact 

27. (•) In wh::( w;iy did tin- sHnation cTuuiep for th<* OcnOJf 
nations in 1914 C E_ ' tb) Where wim Icmydom In th<- Hnu- 

of Kina’ David nee^Lahi isiar>ii in that ytar? 

29. (n i Wlmt Utnc period began with th# birth of Grid's 
heavenly kingdom? lb) How did Uig holy ere*tune* of heaven 
respond to Uud'a ti i. s jL, L.p Kingdom power by inoaiu of Chriai? 
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the holy creatures of heaven are grateful and, 
according to Revelation 11:15-18, they say: 

3 TB **'phe kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will 
rule as king forever and ever. . . . We thank you, 
Jehovah God, the Almighty, the One who is and 
who was, because you have taken your great power 
and begun ruling as king. Hut the nations became 
wratliful, and your own wrath came, and the ap¬ 
pointed time for the dead to be judged, and to give 
their reward to your slaves the prophets and to the 
holy ones and to those fearing your name, the 
small and the great, and to bring to ruin those 
ruining the earth/* 

**The first total war of human history, in com- 
ing exactly on time, was not all that there was to 
the “sign" proving that the “conclusion of the 
system of things" had begun in the year 1914, 
Jesus foretold also food shortages and famines, 
earthquakes, pestilences, the growing hatred of 
people for one another, even those in Christendom, 
the increasing of lawlessness and of loveless ness 
on mankind's part, and the persecution of his true 
disciples, these beeomin r an object of hatred by 
all the nnl ions. In addition to World War I, have 
we had all these other things? Yes. 

31 Not only did such things accompany and fol¬ 
low World War I of 1914-1918, but they continue 
to afflict us and grow worse. Amid all tins world 
distress and violence, Jehovah's witnesses continue 
to endure as faithful followers of Jesus Christ, 
even though they are, as Jesus foretold, “object-- 
of hatred by all the nations on account of my 
name/’ (Matthew 24:9) If they endure until the 
end of their affliction and tribulation at the hands 

30. In addition to total war, what were some of the other features 

of the and have tinise things occurred T 

31, («» flow do Jehovah's wltncosex rood l<> the foretold persecu¬ 
tion they suffer at the hands of the nations? (b) "Wlmt is their 
attitude toward the lawlessness and lack of love that ore now so 
prevalent? 
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of the nations, it means their eternal salvation. 
They do not persecute people of other religions* 
but try to help them to get out of Babylon the 
Great before her destruction comes. They do not 
take part in the increasing of lawlessness and vio¬ 
lence, nor do they let their love of Jehovah God 
and Jesus Christ and of fellow man cool off. 

In expression of their love they obediently 
take part in the fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy on 
tlie “sign/ 1 when he said: “And this good news of 
the kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited 
earth for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end wiU come.” (Matthew 24:14; Mark 13:10) 
At the time of first printing this book, Jehovah's 
witnesses were preaching God's newborn kingdom 
in more than 190 lands and in more than 160 
languages. 

All these fulfillments of Jesus' prophecy not 
only prove that he was a true prophet like Moses, 
but also make the foretold “sign” stand out very 
clearly to our eyes of understanding, proving that 
the “conclusion of The system of things” began at 
the close of the Gentile Times in 1914. So we are 
now nearing its end in the “war of the great day 
of God the Almighty” and the putting of Satan the 
Devil out of action for the thousand years of 
Christ’s reign over mankind.—Revelation 16:14, 
16; 20:1-3. 

::i However, the foretold “sign" stands out even 
more clearly to our .view when we consider still 
other features of the "sign” that prove the “pres¬ 
ence” ( rou&kt) of Jesus Christ, showing us what 
he would do when present again. It will be en¬ 
couraging to us to consider these other features 
in the next succeeding pages. 

32. In expression of lls**ir love for God tmd for their Teiltiwtnert, In 
what, activity ary Jehovah's MLiif^.e.ii cnjriuted, and to what ?. ■■ 
lent Ijs this work belr.s done? 

33. AJl these fujiUlmeiU* Of prophecy sir -' 19)4 jirnvv Hint we 

are living In wlrat time period, juid when will It end? 

Si. la lher*- »ny more to U1I45 ' sljfn" itiun wluit we luivc ft I. ready 
eon side-red ;■ 




CHAPTER 


The Return of the Prophet 

Greater Than Moses 


OSES, who was saved from death as a 
babe in the Ni)e River, fled from Egypt 
at tiie age of forty years in order to preserve his 
life. This Moses the enslaved Israelites “disowned, 
Saying, 'Who appointed you ruler and judge?’ M 
and he became av dead to them. Forty years later, 
at the command of Jehovah God, Moses returned 
to Egypt as God’s prophet to deliver God’s chosen 
people and lead them out of Egypt and to the 
Promised Land. (Acts 7:20-35) Liken ise, Jesus, 
who, as a babe, was saved from death at the hands 
of King Ilorod, was rejected by his own people 
when he was thirty-three and a half years old and 
was put to death. Almighty God raised him from 
the dead and summoned him to a distant country, 
that is to say, to heaven itself. Before his death 
he told his faithful apostles tha ! he was going 
away but thal he would return and then receive 
them home to himself.— fohn 14*1-4, 

- At the time that he ascended to heaven from 
the midst of his disciples on the Mount of Olives, 

1, (a) flow goes Moses' being disowned hy his. jwciplc and then 
returning to them In Egypt many years latrr find n purallol In 
the c/ik 4& of Jesus ChrUl? <b> fit-r. >rv tJyin>:. what promise did 
Jesus make to his faithful ap-os tics ? 

2. 3. At the Um» that Jesus aic«rktii?tj to hMMQg how was his 
promise to return confirmed? 
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this promise of his return was made more sure, 
for we read, in Acts 1:9-11, the following words: 

3 “And after he had said these things, while they 
were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud 
caught him up from their vision. And as they were 
gazing into the sky while he was on his way, also, 
look! two men in white garments stood alongside 
them, and they said: ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was 
received up from you into* the sky will come thus 
in the same manner as you have beheld him going 
into the sky/ " 

: More than ten days later, the apostle Peter 
said to a crowd of worshipers in the temple of 
Jerusalem: “Repent, therefore, and turn around so 
as to get your sins blotted out, that seasons of 
refreshing may come from the person of Jehovah 
and that he m ay send forth the Christ appointed 
for you, Jesus, whom heaven, indeed, must hold 
within itself until the times of restoration of ah 
filings of which God spoke through i hr mouth of 
his holy prophets of old time. In fact, Moses said. 
‘Jehovah God will raise up for you from amony 
your brothers a prophet like me. You must listen 
to him according to ah the tilings he speaks to 
you/ “—Acts .*>:19-22. 

-' So, as prefigured >y Moses’ return to Egyp? 
after forty years of absence, Jesus Christ must 
return at God's due time, “the times of restoration 
of all things of which .God spoke through the 
mouth of his holy prophets." This would mean 
the time for restoring God’s kingdom in the line 
of David's family, which time was at the end of 
the “appointed times of the nations" in 1914. Did 
Jesus Christ return in that year? Did his “pres¬ 
ence" begin then? 

4 . When talking to a crowd In Jerusalem. tv tint did ilic apostle 
Veter jseny about Tbc time for the return of Una Prophet .greater 
than Moser*-? 

5. WhaL wns to be ‘restored* at this time, and In wlrat year wns 
till a doe 10 lake place 7 
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Most people will say, ‘Our eyes did not see him 
return then** Well* at the time that Jesus ascended 
to heaven, the two angels who appealed did not 
say that the onlooking apostles would see “this 
Jesus” come again. They merely told the apostles 
that Jesus would come hack. How? “Thus in the 
same manner* as you beheld him going into the 
sky.” They saw him go away but would not see 
him return* The angels" words* “thus in the same 
manner,” do not say ‘thus in the same foody." As to 
the manner of his going away, “a cloud caught 
him up from their vision” so that he became in¬ 
visible to them. His return would therefore be 
invisible. The words “thus in the same manner 1 " 
rail attention to the fact that the world of man¬ 
kind in general did not see Jesus going into heav¬ 
en: only the disciples there with him, the “men of 
G alil ee,” saw him leave. 

1 The words “thus in the same manner" would 
accordingly mean that the world of mankind would 
not see him come again. INTot even the disciples 
t here with him would see him return, for he would 
have to raise them from the dead after he re¬ 
turned. This agrees with Jesus' promise to his 
apostles before his death: “A little longer and the 
world will behold me no more, but you will behold 
me, because I live and you will live." (John 14:19) 
Hence the natural eyes of the world of mankind 
will never see Jesus Christ again on earth. The 
impossibility of their seeing him with human eyes 
is stated in these words, in 1 Timothy 6:14-16: 
“Until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
This manifestation the happy and only Potentate 
will show in its own appointed times, he the King 
of those who rule as kings and Lord of those who 

6. (*> In What "manner” would Je^us return., ami bow L* this 
indicated by the manner to which he ascended to heaven T 
Mj) Who were the only ones that saw Jesua going into heaven? 

7. Cm) Would the world In general sec Jesus mmr again? fb) Mow 
d >!-• the Bible slirnv t h.ir It would be import 1 ■ J r . ..t ®ri«: Llj sl 1 ': 

tJ:e iflorilk'O JtSiLS Christ with fturuan i.l?-Ii»n7 
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rule as lords, the one alone having immortality 
f among such earthly k ings and lords I„ who dwells 
in unapproachable light, whom not one of men has 
■seen or can see/' 

We must never forget how Jesus Christ was 
I'aised from the dead. The apostle Peter, to whom 
the resurrected Jesus appeared out of the invisible 
realm, says: "Christ died once for all time con¬ 
cerning sins, a righteous person for unrighteous 
ones* that he might lead you to God. he being put 
to death in the flesh, but being made alive in the 
spirit/' (1 Peter 3:18; 1 Corinthians 15:5) In dis¬ 
cussing the resurrection of the faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul calls him "the last 
Adam” and says: 

11 “It is sown a physical body, it is raised up a 
spiritual body, if there is a physical body, there 
is also a spiritual one. It is even so written fin 
Genesis 2:7] : "The first man Adam became a liv¬ 
ing soul.’ The last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. Nevertheless, the first is, not that which is 
spiritual, but that which Is physical, afterward 
that which is spiritual. The first man is out of the 
earth and made of dust; the second man Is out of 
heaven. As the one made of dust is, so those made 
of dust are also; and as the heavenly one is, so 
those who are heavenly axe also. And just as we 
have borne the image of the one made of dust 
[ the first man Adam], we shall bear also the image 
or the heavenly one. However, this I say, brothers, 
that flesh and blood cannot inherit God’s king¬ 
dom."—I Corinthians 15:44-50. 

10 Thus Jesus Cb rist was resurrected as a * ^spiri¬ 
tual body,** and was "made alive in the spirit.” Iliad 
he taken back the sacrifice of his "flesh and blood/' 

S, 9* An explained by the at ji ns Lies Peter and Paul* In svhat I*imn 
Vp r as Jesuit from the dead? 

I£l. {aI Sini'c jfius '"made alive In the spirit/* how wan It 

possible Tor his disciples to see bins aJfcer his urrectionT 
tbl Why does Jesus no Icmger ncHI a fleshly boily? 
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lie could not have Inherited God’s heavenly king* 
dom. In his resurrection he “became a life-giving 
spirit.” That was why for most of the time he was 
invisible to his faithful apostles. Just as spirit an¬ 
gels had previously done, he was obliged to ma¬ 
terialize a body of flesh in order to make himself 
visible to his earthly disciples from time to time. 
Each time he would demateiialize the fleshly body 
assumed and would disappear into the spirit 
realm. He needs no human body any longer. “For 
we know that Christ, now that he has been raised 
up from the dead, dies no mote; death is master 
over him no more. For the death that he died, he 
died with reference to sin once for all time.” (Ro¬ 
mans 6:9, 10) Accordingly he does not return in a 
visible bodv of flesh, inasmuch as he does not need 
to be sacrificed once again. 

11 The return of Jesus Christ from heaven is 
therefore as a spirit person. His second “presence" 
is unseen to natural human eyes. 

£ ~ I low, then, nrc we to understand the words of 
Revelation 1:7? There the apostle John writes: 
“Look! He is coming with the clouds* and every 
eye will sec him, and those who pierced him; and 
all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in 
grief because of him. Yes, Amen,” The Revelation 
to John is a symbolic book, for Jesus “sent forth 
his angel and presented it in signs.” The clouds 
and the seeing mentioned in Revelation 1:7 are 
therefore to be understood figuratively. The clouds 
are symbolic; the seeing him Is by means of the 
eyes of discernment that behold the evidences 
marking his coming. Those who literally “pierced 
him" nineteen hundred years ago are no longer 
alive on earth. So they picture others on earth who 
imitate the conduct of “those who pierced him” 

11_ At CbrUt's second “pimnw," will In? be vlslMo to hunion 
evts? 

12. (a) Is whnt P,**vclai Ion 1:7 say* About. Christ's return literal 
■ s* symbolic, and how do you know? tbj In whuat sense, then, 
do people ■'' J :m, nnd who arv '"those who pffrivtl him*' ? 
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by piercing his followers yet on earth.—-Matthew 
25:40, 45; Acts 9:1-5. - 

When Jesus ascended to heaven before his cm 
looking disciples, a cloud rendered him invisible to 
them. 1 Acts 1:9) Certainly if he came again, even 
with a literal human body, and was accompanied 
by clouds and had to remain at cloud level above 
the earth, nearsighted people on earth would not 
be ai de to see him, except with powerful binoculars 
or telescopes. Also, the act of uniting liis still living 
remnant of disciples with him at his return is said 
to he not at the level of the earth: but, in 1 Thes- 
salonians 4; 17, we read: “Afterward we the living 
who are surviving will, together with them, be 
caught away in clouds to meet the Lord in the air; 
and thus we shall always bo with the Lord/ 1 Hence 
Revelation 1:7 docs not disprove that his return, 
arrival and presence must be invisible. Neither do 
Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26 and Luke 
21:27 do so. 

“THE SIGN OF vorn !■ RES EX our* 

,+ It was most fitting, therefore, that his apostles 
should ask Jesus for a future sign, saying: "Tell 
us. When will tht'se things 1 to, and what will bo 
the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of 
the system of things?” (Matthew 24:3) As his 
return and second “presence 1 ' {paronym ) would be 
In the spirit and invisible to human eyes, a “sign” 
would be needed to giyc proof that he had arrived 
and was present. According to the way that the 
apostles framed their question, the ‘'sign'* that 
would indicate the "conclusion of the system of 
things’* would also Indicate his invisible, spiritual 
“presence.** In the preceding chapter we have 
noted a numlTcr of features of the “sign" that 

l.L If Joslus wf-rio to cnini? litcrHlljr 1 Vlth the cfoutt-?, would it 
be possible To i" ev<-rv human eye to nfrg him? 

14. Why, then, would a Of Christ"# second presence be 

In order to prove that he hjtd arrived, and alnce wluit year 
]xas thJBLt “sign 4 * bvett In fjvidettCt?f 
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have been in evidence since the year 1914 C.E. 
and that prove that, since that date* we have been 
in the "conclusion of the system of things." So 
those very same features now in evidence prove 
also that' the second but invisible presence or 
parousia of Jesus Christ is a f act today. 

1 * We have still further features of the "sign 1 ' 
now in effect to add to the proof that the ‘life- 
giving spirit/ 1 the Lord Jesus Christ* has returned 
and is in his second “presence." In answer to the 
question of his apostles regarding a "sign'* Jesus 
said: 

** "Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days the sun wiH be darkened* and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. And then the sign [semefofi] of the Son 
of man will appear in heaven* and then ah the 
tribes of the earth will beat themselves in lamen¬ 
tation, and they will see the Son of man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power a:id great glory. 
And he will send forth his angels with a great 
trumpet sound, and they will gather his chosen 
ones together from the lour winds, from one ex¬ 
tremity of the heavens to their other extremity/' 
—Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27. 

lt The first part of the “tribulation of those 
days” upon the nations began with World War I 
in 1914-19IS. Since then things have not looked so 
favorable for us with respect to the sun, moon and 
stars and the physical “powers of the heavens." 
Why not? Because of what modem science is re¬ 
vealing to us and what applied science is attempt¬ 
ing to do. But, besides that, the “sign of the Son 

15. 16 What further features of the ''tipi" did Jesus provide to 
help us to identify this as the Ume of bis second "presontt!"? 
37. (a I When did the first port of ti.^ ii-Mjlj JaUaw of those days” 
hcKiti? iT>) Since then, why have Urfnjzs not looked favorable for 
Hum with respect to the sun. moon and £tars and the physical 
"IHiwer* of the lic-in tas' ? (e) WiJul other "sign’' has hJsu 

a ppL’ared 5n hi*av<?r»? 
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of man'* has appeared “in heaven/* It is the "sign" 
of the presence of Jesus Christ in the heavenly 
kingdom, inasmuch as he was installed and en¬ 
throned as Messianic King in 1914. Since then God 
has sent forth the “rod” of Christ's strength out 
of tiie heavenly Zion, in fulfillment of Psalm 110: 
I, 2 and Hebrews 10:11-13. 

M It is true that the apostles asked Jesus for a 
“sign," but it was a future sign as regards his sec¬ 
ond presence, not his first presence of nineteen 
centuries ago. Those apostles were not part of the 
faithless generation concerning which Jesus said: 
'*A wicked and adulterous generation keeps on 
seeking for a sign/* (Matthew 16:1-4) They did 
not join the Pharisees and Sadducees in demanding 
of Jesus a “sign from heaven” to prove that he 
was the promised Messiah or Christ. By what they 
then observed about Jesus and what they heard 
from him, they were convinced that he was the 
Messiah. 

19 Back there, when Jesus asked them: “You. 
though, who do you say I am?" Peter answered: 
‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God/' 
Even years before that, the apostle Nathanael had 
said: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are 
King of Israel.” (Matthew 16:15, 16; John 1:49) 
So at that time they did not need any “sign from 
heaven” to believe in the “presence” of the Mes¬ 
siah or Christ in their midst. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees and other unconvinced Jews saw the 
man Jesus present among them, but they did not 
see in him the Messiah or Christ. Thus they did 
not discern the first “presence” of the Messiah or 
Christ among them. 

IS. Why d!<] th« *mM SadducNS ask Jesus to show 

(bent a "slj{n from heaven." but did Jehus' apostles Join Uicm in 

this? 

19, («1 Who dirf tin* nrtn';' Ils they Jesus to lie? 

< b> AlthouRli many Jews saw Jesus with tneir physical cyps, what 

did they fall in discern concerning him? 
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The "sign from heaven" for which those un¬ 
believers were asking was, in effect, the event 
foretold in Daniel 7:9-14, where the prophet says: 
"I kept on beholding [in my visions during the 
night] until there were thrones placed and the 
Ancient of Days sat down. . . . The Court took its 
seat, and there were books that were opened. . . . 
I kept on beholdi ng in the visions of the night, and, 
sec there! with the clouds of the heavens someone 
like a son of man happened to be coining: and to 
the Ancient of Days he gained access, and they 
brought him up close even before that One. And to 
him there were given rulership and dignity and 
kingdom, that the peoples, national groups and 
languages should all serve even him. His rulership 
is an indefinitely lasting rulership that will not 
pass away, and his kingdom one that will not be 
brought to ruin." 

- 1 Nineteen centuries ago during the bodily 
"presence" of the Messiah or Christ on our earth 
it was not the time for this prophetic vision to be 
fulfilled. But at the end of the Gentile Times in 
1914 O.E. the time did arrive for Daniel's vision 
to be fulfilled; and it was, according- to the many 
features of the "sign" of Christ's second "pres¬ 
ence" or pGTOusia that have come true. 

-- Krona the heavenly throne, m which Jehovah 
God seated him, God sent forth the "rod" of 
Christ's strength from the heavenly Zion and 
toward the earth where the enemy nations arc. In 
this way the Messiah or Christ has come to earth 
to begin Ms second "presence " here. It did not 
require his direct personal coming as a spirit per¬ 
son. Since he has all the needed power hi heaven 
and on earth, it required only his turning of his 
attention to the earth and the extending of his 

30,21. IVhut wb> the "sign from ht‘^v(. i n” for which those un- 
b?I1<?vera woro asking! but when dl£t It onderpo fit till linen t? 

22. Tn whrtt way has Christ come to earth to begin his second 
“presence”? 




THE RETURN OF THE PROPHET GREATER THAN W.OSES 337 


royal power 10 the earth for him to be present 
again. Hence his “presence” now is invisible. 

“ The many features of the H slgn M are plainly 
evident for all persons on earth today to see. With 
their eyes of discernment they can “see the .Son 
of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory/* lie is no longer a lowly man on 
earth, “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.” (Isaiah 53:3 t ^17) lie is now a heavenly 
King, enthroned, crowned. He now possesses glory 
and power that are superhuman, although he is 
rendered inv isible to hitman eyes by the “clouds 
of heaven” that attend his coming and presence. 
However, the work that he Is having done in the 
earth is not invisible to our eyes. What work? 
Matthew 2*1:31 tells us: 

24 “And he will send forth his angels with a great 
trumpet sound, and they will gather his chosen 
ones [ his elect 1 together from the four winds, 
from one extremity of the heavens to their other 
extremity.” The angels that he has sent forth to 
this work are not visible to our eyes anymore th an 
he himself is: but their work of gathering together 
Christ’s followers who are the ones chosen for 
i he heavenly kingdom goes on. These are the elect 
or chosen ones on whose account the days of the 
“great tribulation” are cut short that some “flesh” 
may be “saved” at the final climax of the “con¬ 
clusion of the system of things.” (Matthew 24:21, 
22) On earth today only-a remnant survives of the 
144,000 “chosen ones,” who are dedicated, bap¬ 
tized Christians, begotten by the spirit of Jehovah 
God to be the joint heir's with his Son Jesus Christ, 
in the heavenly kingdom. {Romans 8:14-17) Re¬ 
ports show less than 12,000 now surviving. 

23. 3Tow lit it possible for oil persons on earth today to "see the 
Sun of man corning on the doudx of heaven with power tuui 
grtsat friary"? 

(o]i A.*i foreteH nt Mutllirw 24.31, wftrri work Ip Christ having 
done that Is visible to ««r cyofcT (b) Who are the "chosen ones 
that are gathered, and how many of them remain on earth today? 
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Note now this feature of I he “sign,’" After the 
"beginning of the pangs of distress” during 1914- 
1918 and from the first postwar year of 1919 for¬ 
ward these anointed, spirit-begotten “chosen ones” 
in all parts of the earth have been gathered to¬ 
gether as a Christian organizational unity. From 
where? “From the four winds [north, south, east 
and west], from one extremity of the heavens to 
their other extremity." You will now find them 
in Australia, New Zealand, Japan and other parts 
of the Eastern Hemisphere as well as in ;ie 
Americas of the Western Hemisphere. Attend, if 
you please, any one of their yearly celebrations of 
the Lord’s supper or evening meal on its anniver¬ 
sary date, the night of the fourteenth day of the 
lunar month of N isan, and you will observe these 
"chosen ones” partaking of the emblematic bread 
and wine, as commanded by Jesus Christ. (1 Co¬ 
rinthians 11:20-29; Matthew 26:26-30) In x lie year 
1931 the remnant of “chosen ones” all around the 
globe embraced the designation “Jehovah’s wit¬ 
nesses/* to show that they had been “gathered to¬ 
gether** out of all the religious systems of Bab¬ 
ylon the Great, including Christendom .'—The 
Watch Tower, September 15, 1931. 

How has the gathering of them together been 
accomplished? Surely under the guidance of an¬ 
gels whom the glorified “Son of man” has sent 
forth. (Matthew 13:39-42; 18:10; Psalm 91:11, 
12) It has taken place at the sounding, as it were, 
of a great trumpet, that is to say, the proclamation 
worldwide of “this good news” of the birth of 
God's heavenly kingdom in 1914, the kingdom of 
the enthroned “Son of man.” (Matthew 24:14) 
With spiritually enlightened eyes these * "chosen 

25. (u) From wh«r» are tiles*.- ' chosen ones" pliicnwl, and Ml 
wbefe are ;fct!y found on the tsartb? ( fc>) Hy what ceujc are they 
known 7 

26. (a) Under whoso guidance have the "chooeii ones" been 
ther^il ? < b) How bun the gather lag been done "with a great 

Lrumpijt Eouittl,” and to what have tins ’ i.iiosen ones" been 
gathered 7 
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ones” have discerned the "sign of the Son of man” 
and they have unitedly gathered to it as to a stan¬ 
dard or beacon or signal.* They have gathered to 
It in full allegiance to God's heavenly kingdom. In 
response to the symbolic “great trumpet sound-” 
(Isaiah 27:13) The cutting short of the days of 
the “great tribulation such as has not occurred 
since the world's beginning until now” has allowed 
the angels the time and the conditions for gather¬ 
ing together these “chosen ones.” 

- Another feature of the “sign” now in evidence 
is the activity on earth of the “faithful and dis¬ 
creet slave.” In his prophecy on the “sign” Jesii- 
further said: “Who really is the faithful and dis¬ 
creet slave whom his master appointed over his 
domestics, to give them their food at the proper 
time? Happy is that slave if his master on a rriving 
finds him doing so* Truly I say to you. He will 
appoint him over all his belongings.”—Matthew 
24:45-47* 

- E Is this “faithful and discreet slave” an indi¬ 
vidual man? No; he must be a class of true Chris¬ 
tians who feed their fellow Christians, the Mas¬ 
ter's “domestics," with spiritual food from the 
Holy Bible. Since Jesus Christ as the Master “ap¬ 
pointed” this “slave” nineteen centuries ago in the 
days of the twelve apostles, and since that slave is 

K In Matthew 24:30 the Greek word for “sign” is 
ccnrcfem. In the ancient Greek Saptuapint translation 
of the inspired Hebrew Scriptures this Greek word 
semeiun is given ilie meaning of “standard, signal, en¬ 
sign." See Isaiah 11:12; IS:3; Jeremiah 6:1; 51:27; 
Numbers 21: S, 9, for instances*—See The Journal of 
Theological Studies, as of October, 1964, pages 299. 300. 
under the heading "The Ensign of the Son of Man 
(Matthew 24:30 >, by T. Francis Glasson. 

The Bible translation by Dr. Fcrrar Fenton uses the 
word "signal" in Matthew 24:3, 30* 

£ 7 . a a another rcattir* t-I the *'s Sgn/' what diet Jesus 41 bout a 
"fittllJiful jmiJ dlsr-itteL Slave* *T 

£S. <Q) Why Is it said that thl* ’'ataw” must be a composite 
or.c. and of whom la It compos'd'' ID) Wh*l legal agency have 
they uaisl to Eicscompllsti tlietr work? 
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now on earth after the arrival and second "pres¬ 
ence” of the Master Jesus Christ, he must be a 
composite slave, a class of faithful anointed fol¬ 
lowers of Him. This class must be composed of all 
those "chosen ones” whom the angels under 
Christ’s command have gathered together into a 
united theocratic organization since 1919. History 
proves that they have used the corporation Watch 
Tower Bible & Tract Society of Pennsylvania as 
their agency tor doing the spiritual feeding work 
and general management of Christian activilies 
worldwide of the Master’s "domestics.” 

** Since the issue of October 15, 1931* the front 
pa go o f 1 1 ■ i e ir official ma g nzi?i > 7 7; c l \ V? / < - h to 11 ■ r t * 
has displayed the legend ** ‘You are my witnesses/ 
says Jehovah.”—Isaiah 43:12. 

In 1965 this magazine The Watchtoincr wr\ < 
being printed in 68 languages, with a printing of 
4,550,000 copies of each Issue. As for all the pub¬ 
lications of tiie Watch Tower Society, these arc 
printed in more ihr.n 160 languages and arc being 
distributed in more than 190 lands around the 
globe. This feeding program is earthed on under 
now more than ninelv Bs inch offices of the Watch 
Tower Society, This gives us some idea of the 
enlargement of the scope of the work of the •'faith¬ 
ful and discreet slave” class since the angelic 
gathering of them began in 1919. It proves undis- 
putably that then the newly arrived Master ap¬ 
pointed this "slave” class to be “over all his be¬ 
longings” on earth. The activity of tills appointed 
“.slave” class in such an enlarged way from 1919 
till now is another outstanding feature of the "sign 
of your presence,” Christ's second parotisia. 

** Jesus' prophecy concerning the "sign” in¬ 
cluded the parabolic illustrations of the "ten 

29. 30. What is thdr officio] moitaelnf, and why 1$ the extent of 1h« 
distri but Ion of Eh? publications of this Society siignlJlcant? 

3L Who avc -.-ntercel Into the joys f-i-. ouJii in the parables 
of the “tan virgins" and of the talents, and ylnc<? wJiaE ynnr 7 
or what lltf.- pnrxibKjit. too, a partv 
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virgins,” five wise 
and 1 ive foolish, 
and of the talents. 

These also have 
been undergoing 
fulfillment since 
the year 1914: 
and the faithful 
“chosen ones” 
have, since the 
ycar 1919, en¬ 
tered into the 
joys foretold in those parables* (Matthew 25:1-30) 
Their fulfillment adds further modern-day features 
to the sign to prove the “presence” of Christ in 
Kingdom power* 

32 As a grand climax to his prophecy on the 
“sign" of his presence and of the conclusion of the 
system of things Jesus gave the parable of the 
sheep and the goats, the separating of them and 
the giving to each class its just deserts. Showing 
that the fulfillment of the parable belongs to the 
time of his second "presence" at the conclusion of 
this system of things, Jesus began the parable by 
saying: “When the Son of man arrives in his 
glory, and all the angels with him. then he will sit 
down on his glorious throne. And all the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another, just, as a shepherd sepa¬ 
rates the sheep from the goats. And he will put the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.” 
-—Matthew 25; 31-33. 

33 Other scriptures show that, at the end of the 
Gentile Times in 1914, the glorified Son of man 
sits down on a throne, but not on a material one 



With what parable did Jesus dim .lx h!s prophefy on the 
“sign” of his presenw*. and how does his introduction Co this 
tifirable jjIiow when it applies? 

S3. Cal Where does Christ sir down on Jil» throne? ib.1 Wbat work 
must be ftft'timpllshcd nuw, before the complete end of Chi* 
system of things? 
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at Jerusalem or any oilier place on earth. His 
“presence" in royal glory does not require him as 
a spirit person to be directly at the earth. From 
his heavenly throne he can give his attention to 
the earth and extend his power there, directing his 
angels in the work of separating people among all 
nations to whom he gives his attention. This he 
does before the “conclusion of the system of 
things" ends in the ‘Svar of the great day of God 
the Almighty" at Armageddon. Before the end of 
the opposed nations at Armageddon takes place, 
“this good news of the kingdom" has to be 
preadied to all the nations for a witness, after 
which the complete end comes to 11ns system of 
things, (Revelation 16 : 1 . 4 , 16 ; Matthew 24:14; 
Mark 13:10) So now is the time for the separating: 
work. 

a4 Those gathered to the King's right hand of 
favor as “sheep” Include people of all nationalities. 
They do good to the “chosen ones," Christ’s spiri¬ 
tual brothers who are joint heirs of his kingdom. 
Those gathered to the King’s left hand of disfavor 
as “goats” are the people of all nationalities that 
refuse to do good to even “one of these least ones/' 
one of Christ's spiritual brothers, the remnant of 
the “chosen ones” yet on earth.—Matthew 25: 
34-45. 

Such a separation of all the peoples in general 
has been going on particularly since the year 1935, 
as statistics show. Symbolic sheep are taking their 
stand as dedicated, baptized witnesses of Jehovah 
in full support of God's kingdom as being the right¬ 
ful government over all the earth. The symbolic 
goals persist in rejecting God's kingdom, as they 
prefer this “system of things," which is under the 
control of the “Devil and his angels.” (Matthew 

34. What distinguishes the symbolic sheep from the goats? 

:«j. How mre the symbolic sheep taking Eltelr stand m support of 
Cod's kingdom, and In wliat work do they join the rennt.iin of 
the "eho^n ' i not 1 V 
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25:41) Whereas the dwindling remnant of the 
elect or “chosen ones" arc ‘'objects of hatred by all 
the nations,” just as Jesus foretold (Matthew 24: 
9), yet hundreds of thousands of sheeplike people 
are dedicating themselves to God and getting bap¬ 
tized as in symbol of this dedication. They are 
Joining with Hie remnant of anointed "'chosen 
ones,” Christ's spiritual brothers, in preaching 
“this good news of the kingdom” and announcing 
the ‘'presence” of Jesus Christ in the heavenly 
kingdom* They act as Jehovah's witnesses. 

The separating work of this kind now going 
on is part of the “sign” proving Chr ist's Invisible 
“presence.” It adds to the proof that the Prophet 
greater than Moses has returned. The sepai-aiinc 
work win be completed by the time that the de¬ 
struction of Babylon the Great, the world empire 
of false religion, takes place, to be followed immo 
diately by the war of Almighty God's great day. 

** It is highly important for us to recognize whal 
the “sign” means—Cbrist's invisible presence in 
his capacity of King. It is vitally important for 
people to submit to him as King and let hint put 
them with the “sheep on his right hand.” Shortly 
the King will destroy Babylon the Great and will 
fight agar is t all her political paramours in the 
“war of the great day of God the Almighty.” Thus 
all the symbolic “goats” will lie destroyed ever¬ 
lastingly as if by a consuming fire that reduces 
its victims to smoke and ashes.—Matthew 25:41. 

** Hie Lord Jesus Christ warned of this by clos¬ 
ing his prophecy on the “sign” of his presence and 
Of the c onclusion of the system of things by say¬ 
ing: “And these [the goats just spoken of] will 
depart into everlasting cutting-off [as their pun- 

3G. Of wjiolL Is tMJi stcparM mg work a part, 4 intl by when wlU 11 
tie completed 7 

37 P la) Whiat dors fLitllllmmt of thi- ’ slm" m*ran? Why is 
it vital lor people to uubmlt la Christ els klnpc now. and how did 
Jesuit show this In the- condudl::, words of ills prophecy on the 

** m & mmi ** of bis jircL-crtee 7 
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ishmentl, blit the righteous ones [the sheep} Into 
everlasting life.” (Matthew 25:46) When the goat- 
like persons are punished with everlasting de¬ 
struction, the sheeplike righteous people will joy¬ 
fully respond to the King’s invitation: ‘'Come, you 
who have my Father’s blessing, inherit the king¬ 
dom prepared for you from the founding of the 
world. For I became hungry and you gave me 
something to eat; I got. thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink. 1 was a stranger and you re¬ 
ceived me hospitably; naked, and you clothed me. 
I feH sick and you looked after me. I was in prison 
and you came to me. . . . Truly I say to you, To 
the extent that you did it to one o: the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.” (Matthew 
25:34-40) This will mean that the King, Jesus 
Christ, the Prophet greater than Moses, will reign 
over there sheeplike ones who inhabit the earthly 
realm or territory of his kingdom, forever, be¬ 
cause they have discerned, understood and obeyed 
the “sign* of [his] presence.” 


CHAPTER 


Freeing the Dead People 

from Ha'des 


HE freeing of dead people from what 
the Holy Bible calls “Ha'des” means 
their being resurrected from the dead. From the 
time that Adam's firstborn son Cain killed his 
godly brother Abel, billions of humankind have 
died and gone to Ha'des. The freeing of all these 
from Ha'des under God's ki lom in the hands of 
Christ Is a heart-cheering truth that Jehovah God 
teaches us in his written Word. Impossible though 
such a truth may seem, Jehovah God will not be 
found lying in this remarkable thing, for he has 

given a guarantee of It. IIow? By freeing his be¬ 
loved only-begotten Son from Ila'des nineteen cen¬ 
turies ago.—Acts 17:31. 

- Just before Jesus Christ told his apostles that 
“he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the older men and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the third day be raised up f M 
ho said to the apostle Peter: “On this rock-mass 
I will build my congregation, and the gates of 
TIa'dcs will not overpower ft*” (Matthew 18: 18, 
21) This did not mean t hat the congregation of his 

JL What liacs the* fer-p Inj- of deuij from Ha dw me«n for 

them, and what guarantee had Jehovah Cod given aa to its 
rt tttiu my ? 

2. When JesLUi wthl that "iHo gales of Hades" would hot over¬ 
power «• sn^rejjatlcun, what end he mean? 
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spiritual brothel's would be spared from entering 
in through the "gates of Ha'des” and going into 
Ha'des. Rather, it meant that they would die and 
go to I la "des but. with hope of a resurrection from 
Ila'des, Us “gates” not being able to hold them 
prisoner forever, 

5 Even Jesus Christ spent part of three days in 
Ha'des, that is* * Nish n 14-16 of the year 33 C\K 
He was buried in a “new memorial tomb” quar¬ 
ried in a rock-mass, belonging to a rich Jew of 
Arimathea. But on the third day an angel from 
God rolled the sealed stone away from the en¬ 
trance, and later the disciples, on arriving, found 
the tomb to be empty. (Matthew 27:5 1 to 28 :10) 
Fifty days later the apostle Peter, who had visited 
Ibe empty tomb, told how the “gates of Hatties'* 
were unable to hold Jesus prisoner, saying; 

* “God resurrected him by loosing the pangs of 
death, because it was not possible for him to con¬ 
tinue to be held fast by it. For David says re¬ 
specting him, *E had Jehovah constantly before my 
eyes; because he is at my right hand that I may 
never he shaken. On this account my heart became 
cheerful and my tongue rejoiced greatly. More¬ 
over, even my flesh [while still alive) will reside 
in hope; because you will not leave my soul in 
Ila'des, neither will you allow your loyal one to 
see corruption. You have made life’s ways known 
to me, you will fill me with good cheer with your 
face/ [Psalm Id: 8-11] Brothers, it is allowable 
to speak with free ness of speech to you concerning 
the family head David, that he both deceased and 
was buried and his tomb is among us to this day. 
Therefore, because he was a prophet and knew 
that God had sworn to him with an oath that he 
would seat one from the fruitage of his loins upon 


1 1 (to Old Christ kq to IlidiM? H»i How flirt the apostle 

Peter show that the "niites of Hitd.es*' were not Uj lurid 

*Jesu_ L pr^uiii'T? 
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his throne, he saw Ik? forehand and spoke eoncem- 
ing the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was 
he forsaken in Ha'dos nor did his flesh see corrup¬ 
tion* This Jesus God resurrected, of which fact we 
are alt witnesses."—Acts 2:23-32. 


Years afterward, when sending a message to 
congregations In Asia Minor, Jesus said: M Do not 
be fearful, I am the First and the Last, and the 
living one: and I became dead, but, look! I am 
living forever and ever, and I have the keys of 
death and of Ha'desT (Revelation 1:17, IS) Being 
In possess ion of those keys, the resurrected, glori¬ 
fied Jesus is able to unlock those "gates of Ha'deS” 
and let his faithful congregation out by raising 
them from the dead. Even before his own death 
and resurrection Jesus said: "The hour is coming 
in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear 
his voice and come out." (John 5:28, 29) So now 
his own resurrection from the dead and his being 
given the "keys of death and of Ha'des” made 
more certain their hearing the voice of the Son of 
man and conning out of the memorial tombs, out 
of Ha'des, 

“ When Jesus Christ was freed from Ila'des, ho 
was "made alive in the spirit," not in the flesh. So 
says X Pater 3:18. In what way, then, is his con¬ 
gregation of Kingdom joint heirs made alive in the 
resurrection? Necessarily in the spirit, since they 
are to inherit the heavenly kingdom with him. 
This is exactly what the congregation is told in 
Romans 6:3-6, in which the apostle Paul says; “bo 
you not know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into bis death? 
Therefore we were buried with him through our 
baptism into his death, in order that, just as Christ 


5. Who now has the 'key of I-iades.' ami wliat clcwm that mean 
for Christ’s congregation? 

G, 7. In ivii'ii way will tl j* < - i ■: retention of Kingdom Joint heir* 
he made alive tn the resurrection, and how la this Indicated in 
th-‘ ;ilie Paul's iettei *t> UM rbemnna? 
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was raised!; up from the? dead through the glory oi 
the Father, we also should likewise walk in a new¬ 
ness of life. For if we have become united with him 
in the likeness of his death, we shall certainly also 
be united with him in the likeness of his insurrec¬ 
tion; because we know that our old personality 
was impaled with him, that our sinful body might 
be made inactive, that we should no longer go on 
being slaves to sin*” 

- Though dying with sinful flesh, they will not 
be raised in sinful flesh* They will be “made alive 
in the spirit/’ like him. 

* The apostle Paul makes th is even more certain 
when, writing to the Christian congregation, he 
describes the resurrection of the congregation 
from Ha'des, saying: “It Is sown in corruption, 
it is raised up in incorrupt ion. It is sown in dis¬ 
honor, it is raised up in glory. It is sown in weak¬ 
ness, it is raised up in power, It is sown a physical 
body, It is raised up a .spiritual body.” In proof of 
this, the apostle Paul goes on to say: 

" “if there is a physical body, there is also a 
spirit tin l one. It is even so written tin Genesis 
2:7J: *The first man Adam became a living soul/ 
The last Adam [Jesus] became a life-giving spirit. 
Nevertheless, the first is, not that which is spiri¬ 
tual, but that which is physical, afterward that 
which is spiritual. The first man is out of the earth 
and made or dust: the second man [ Jesus, the Son 
of man 1 is out of heaven. As the one made of dust 
[Adam 1 is, so those made of dust are also: and as 
the heavenly one [Jesus Christ] is T so those who 
are heavenly are also. And just as we have borne 
the image of the one made of dust [Adam], we 
- hall bear also the image of the heavenly one [the 
resurrected Jesus Christ]/' 

a s, u) When 1 he aposi N Paul wrote to the Christian wugr^ga' 
lion, with what Loncl of body did be sa,V they would he raised 
from HodesT fb) What argument did. be present support of 

this.? 
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I 1 The apostle Paul now shows why the congre¬ 
gation must be “made alive in the spirit 1 ' in their 
i-esurrect i o n, saying: “However, this I say* broth¬ 
ers, that fiesh and blood cannot inherit God r s king¬ 
dom, neither does corruption inherit incorruption. 
Look! I tell you a sacred secret: We shall not all 
fall asleep in death, but we shall all be rhangcd, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, during the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead [of the congregation] will be raised up in¬ 
corruptible* and we (the congregation] shall be 
changed. For this which is corruptible must put on 
incorroption [to inherit God’s kingdom |, and this 
which is mortal must put on immortality. But 
when this which is corruptible puts on incorrup- 
tion and this which is mortal puts on immortality, 
then the saying will hike place that is written 
[in Isaiah 25:8]: ’Death is swallowed up for¬ 
ever.’ "—1 Corinthians 15:42-54. 

II What about those of the congregation who arc 
still alive on earth after Christ's second presence 
begins and who die after the symbolic ’’last trum¬ 
pet" sounds for gathering the remnant of the 
“chosen ones"? Such ones will not need to sleep on 
in death In Ha'des to await the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hence, as soon as they die in the 
sinful* corruptible flesh, they will be "made alive 
In the spirit,” being “changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, during the last trumpet." 
(Revelation 14:13) Of-course, their dead bodies 
of flesh will not be “spiritualized," as certain false 
religious teachers argue; but their resurrected per¬ 
sonalities wall he given spiritual, heavenly bodies. 
In that way they will “bear also the image of the 
heavenly one" and be Invisible, heavenly spirit 

Hi. Why Is it iK'ci’ssaiy for Christ's cangregniioti to tie ’’mado 
mJsve in the spirit' 1 '* 

11. At ihr time of death. what happens in the ctim of those of 
Christ** L*<m fttokhI ion v.lio havi< survived Into this time of Christ's 
si^cooii piHsenoe when UM "Choieji are already being 

K'lthcn-d? 
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creatures, sharers in the “likeness of his resur¬ 
rection/' 

**In view of this, indeed, “the gates of Ha'des 
will not overpower” Christ's congregation. But 
how about the billions who died before Jesus 
Christ began building his congregation on the 
“rock-mass’* in the year 33 C.E.? And how about 
the other billions who died since and who have 
gone to Ha'des without being members of his 
congregation? When and how will they be deliv¬ 
ered from death? 

13 These earl lily dead ones will not begin to be 
raised from Ha'des before the members of Christ's 
congregation have begun to be raised. That is why 
the resurrection of Christ's congregation is called 
“the first resurrection/* it being first in time as 
well as in importance and quality. That is also 
why the congregation is called a “certain first 
fruits of his creatures*" Jesus Christ himself being 
called “the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep in death/' (James 1:18; 1 Corinthians 15: 
20) The expression “the first resurrection” is used 
in connection with the resurrection of the congre¬ 
gation, in Revelation 20:4-6, which says: 

34 “And I saw thrones fin heaven!, and there 
were those who sat down on them, and power of 
judging was given them. Yes, I saw the souls of 
those executed with the ax for the witness they 
bore to Jesus and for speaking about God, and 
those who had worshiped neither the wild beast 
nor its image and who had not received the mark 
upon their forehead and upon their hand. And 
they came to life and ruled as kings with the 
Christ for a thousand year's. (The rest of the dead 
did not come to life until the thousand years were 
ended.) This is the first resurrection. Happy and 

12. What other dead one# »Ie« need to be mrisidcrerf 7 
13,14. Why U the raltlnfc from the dead of Christ's rnicn'KoUoa 
called '‘the first w*ttrrec&on. M onrj where does the BiWr use this 
expression ? 
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holy is anyone having part In the first resurrec¬ 
tion; over these the second death has no authority, 
but they will be priests of God and of the Christ* 
and will rule as kings with him for the thousand 
years/* 

The “second death” has no authority over 
these happy, holy ones who are rewarded with the 
*‘first resurrection” because they are clothed upon 
with immortality and incorruption on being raised 
to life as spirit creatures in heaven. Their resui - 
location to life in heaven is Invisible to human eyes* 
(1 Corinthians 15:50-54; Revelation 2:10, 11) Be¬ 
cause of their immortal life they will have no suc¬ 
cessors in the throne, and, during the thousand 
years that. Satan the Devil and his demons are 
bound and imprisoned in the abyss, they can rule 
as kings with the immortal Jesus Christ, at the 
same time rendering a priestly service to all 
mankind* 

** Thus both Jesus Christ and his congregation 
have an experience with the place that the Bible 
calls Ha'des* But just what does the Bible mean by 
Ha'des? All those who go there get out eventually, 
never to return there. In the Christian Greek 
Scriptures, according to the earliest handwritten 
copies available today, the word Ha'des occurs 
only ten times.* The word Ha'des Is Greek, where¬ 
as Jesus Christ and the first members of his con¬ 
gregation were Jews and spoke the Jews* lan¬ 
guage of that day. What was the word that they 
used instead of Ha'des? It was the word found In 
the Hebrew Bible, namely. Shed. In the third 

•The ten places of the occurrence of the word Ha'des 
in the Greek text of the Christian Scriptures are 
Matthew 11:23; 16:18; Luke 10:15; 16:23; Acts 2:27, 31; 
Revelation 1:18; 6:8; 20:13, 14* 


l!>. Why does th-‘ Nficovul doiiiJi*' have no authnritv over tlioi-c 
slinritij; In the "Ural resurrertiotj"? 

16. 17. Wiui.1 La the Hebrew tQui valent of the GreeSt word Ha'dtt. 
and how I is this shown by the tilde* i Grctffc v t-rslon of the 
Hebrew Scriptures V 
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century of our Common Era the Holy Bible was 
translated into Syriac and it was called the Pf r shit- 
fa (moaning '"Simple") version; and the word that 
it uses for Ha'des is ahiul, correspond in g to the 
related word SheoL 

iT So the Hebrew word Sheol is the f-ume in 
meaning as the Greek word Ha'des. In fact, when 
the Jews of Alexandria, Egypt, translated the He¬ 
brew Scriptures into Greek for their use, they 
translated the Hebrew word Sheol as Ha'des. This 
oldest Greek version was called the Septuagint, 
this word meaning "Seventy" and being common¬ 
ly designated. JjXa. It began to be translated about 
2S0 B.C.E. Says Harpci^s Bible Dictionary (1052 
edition), pages 745, 746: 

This unique achievement outgrew its original 
purpose of providing a Dibit? tor the Jews of 
Alexandria, and was used by Jews throughout the 
eastern Mediterranean. It was the Bible of Paul, 
the Apostles, and The early Church. The LXX was 
quoted in the New Testament and used in the argu¬ 
ments of the Church fathers, and for this reason It 
ceased from about AJD. 100 to be an authority to 
the Jews. From its text other Important transla¬ 
tions were made. It has been the Bible of the Greek 
Church to tlu- present day. 

1B Iu the inspired Hebrew Scriptures the word 
Sheol (Ha'des, LXX; Syriac^ Shi hi) occurs sixty- 
five (65) times.* By looking up in your own per¬ 
sonal Bible the places where Sheol occurs in the 

a. 

In ih* Hebrew text the 65 occur rt-nces of Rhwl are: 
Genesis 37:35; 43:38; 44:29, 31; Numbers 16:30* 33; 
Deuteronomy 32:22; 1 Samuel 2:6; 2 Samuel 22:G; 
1 Kings 2:6, 9; Job 7:9; 11:8; 14:13; 17:13. 16; 21:13; 
2-1:19; 26:0; Psalms 6:5; 9:17; 16:10; 18:5; 30:3; 31:17; 
49:11 ttwlcej , 15; 55:15; 86:13; SS:3: S9:-IK; 116:3; 139: 
H; 141:7; Proverbs 1:12; 5:5; 7:27; 9:18: 15:11, 24; 
23:14; 27:20; 30:16; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Song of Solomon 
8:6; Isaiah 5:14; 1-3:9. 11. 15; 28; 15, 18; 38:10, 18; 57:9- 


1K Hmv ninny times Is the word Sheol vtwxt Jti the In.%piri-d 

TS-ijrc-w strlvUirt-, niifl, as shown by 111 uh> m (bn WMl, vnill 
iIcn s ft meant 
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Hebrew text, as given in the footnote bclov,. you 
can see for yourself how Sheol has been translated 
into the Bible of your language. In the American 
Standard Version it is always translated as Sheol. 
But in the popular Authorized Version of King 
James of England, published back in 16! ! O.E., 
it is translated as “the grave** 31 times and as 
“the pit" 3 times, in the main text, and 2 times ns 
“the grave” in the marginal reading (in Tsaiah 
14:9; Jonah 2:2), where the main text reads 
“hell.”* Translating the Hebrew word as “the 
grave’* agrees with the Bible usage of the word 
Sheol, namely, to mean the common grave of 
dead mankind in the bosom of the earth, the sea 
furnishing, however, a watery burial place for 
countless many. 

™ For example, in Isaiah 38:10 King Hezekiah 
speaks of the “gates of Sheol.” But Jesus Christ, 
when referring to the resurrection of his congre¬ 
gation, speaks of the “gales of Ha'des.” (Matthew 
16:18) Also, according to the Hebrew text. Psalm 
16:10 reads: “For thou wilt not leave my soul to 
Sheol; neither wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see 
corruption.” (AS) But when the apostle Peter 
quotes this vers e on the day of Pentecost of the 
year 33 C.E., he says, according to the Christian 
Gr-^k Scriptures: fl Because thou wilt not leave 
my soul unto Ha 'ties, neither wilt thou give thy 

Holy One to see corruption.” (Acts 2:27, AS) 
Peter’s usage of the woiyI Ha'des thus gives full 
approval to the Greek Sfjptua&hit in translating 

Ezekiel 31:15, 10, 17; 32:21. 27; Hosea 13:14 (twice); 
Amos 9:2; Jonah 2:2; Habakkuk 2:5. 

Sheol (with an adverbial ending) occurs another 
time, a sixty-sixth time, in I$aisth 7:11, according to 
RS r AT f MOj N W, Vff, Dy, French \ Jerusalem edition, and 

H. Kittcil’s Hibl ul tichrixica.. 

’ All together, the King James Version translates 
Sheol 31 times as “hell.'’ 


19. Whitl scripture* shcm' itutr ejitJ ]bnl< the saute 

thim: 7 
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the Hebrew word Shcol by the Greek word Ha'des. 
The two words, SIteol and Ha'dos, are thereby seen 
to mean the same thing, namely, tlie common 
grave of dead mankind in the ground. 

a * The cases of Jesus Christ and his congregation 
are actual illustrations of the fact that it is not 
the physical body with which a person dies that is 
raised from the dead or freed from Ha'des. What 
is raised is the personality that the person has 
developed by the time of his death and that iden¬ 
tifies him and that helps us to remember his per¬ 
sonal history. It is this personality that is brought 
back into existence by being clothed upon with a 
suitable live body at the resurrection time. In this 
way the soul that once died because of sin or as a 
sacrifice Is re-created. As it is stated, in Psalm 
104:29, 30, in an address to God: “If you take 
away their spirit, they expire, and back to their 
dust they go. If you send forth your spirit, they 
are created; and you make the face of the ground 
new/' 

Correctly, then, the apostle Peter applied to 
Jesus Christ the words of Psalm 16:10: “You will 
not leave my soul [not, my human body) m Ha'- 
des- M (Acts 2:27-31) The human body of flesh, 
which Jesus Christ laid down forever as a ransom 
sacrifice, was disposed of by God’s power, but not 
by fire on the altar of the temple in Jerusalem. 
The flesh of a sacrifice is always disposed of and 
put out of existence, so not corrupting. But tile 
value of the fleshly sacrifice remains and counts 
in behalf of the one offering the sacrifice. 

:s So, if the patriarch Abraham had been al¬ 
lowed to go through with the actual sacrifice of 

ISO, Howl do the cases «f Jesus and his cemjjrcitation. h<jlp na to 
under stand Just what Is resurrected? 

21. ta> As shown try Peter's quotation from Psalm Id: 10, what 
was raised from Hades In the cane of Jesus? (b) What happened 
to the human body that Jesus had laid down En sacrifice? 

22. Who was pictured by both istute and trie ram that Abraham 
offered en Mount Morbit. tsnd wbajt was done with the body of 
the rant? 
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his son Isaac on Mount Moriah, he would have 
bled Isaac's killed body first and then would have 
burned the body to smoke and ashes. God did not 

let the matter go that far, but provided a ram to 
be substituted for Isaac, and this ram was burned 
on the altar that Abraham had built. (Genesis 22: 
1-14) On this occasion Isaac pictured God's only- 
begotten Son Jesus Christ, and the ram whose 
body was bled and then burned on the altar as a 
sacrifice pictured Jesus Christ.—John 1:29, 3G. 

- lienee Jesus Christ was not resurrected with 
the saci ifieed human body, but, as 1 Peter 3:18, 19 
truthfully tells us, "Christ died once for all time 
concerning sins, a righteous person for unrigh¬ 
teous ones, that he might lead you to God, he being 
put to death in the flesh, but being made alive 
| not in the flesh, but) in the spirit. In this state 
also he went his way and preached to the spirits 
in prison." As a spirit the resurrected Jesus could 
preach to other spirits in the invisible realm. Con¬ 
sequently, when he ascended to heaven, in* did not, 
even as he could not, take the sacrificed human 
body with him. He took up with him the value of 
his sacrificed human life, this being pictured by 
his blood. 

21 In proof of this we read, in Hebrews 9:11, 12, 
24: i( When Christ came as a high priest of the 
good things that have come to pass . . . he en¬ 
tered, no, not with the blood of goats and of young 
bulls, but with his own blood, once for all time 
into the holy place and obtained an everlasting 
deliverance for us. Christ entered, not Into a holy 
place made with hands, which Is a copy of the 
reality, but into heaven Itself, now to appeal* be¬ 
fore the person of God for us." Thus the fleshly 
body of Jesus Christ was disposed of on earth by 
Almighty God and not taken to heaven by Jesus. 


23, 24. Afti-r bis resurrection, what did Jesus talcs with him to 
hSOVSf), sod how Is t l-ils trxjU:i:m d at Htbrvws c-h&ptrr 9? 
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£R Tliis is further made clear for us 
in Hebrews 13:11, 12, which reads: 
“The bodies of those animals whose 

. blood is taken into the 

holy place by the high 
priest for sin are burned 
up outside the camp. 
Hence Jesus aiso. that he 
might sanctify the people 
with his own blood, suf¬ 
fered outside the gate 


| all or which his fleshly body was disposed of by 
Almighty GodJ .** Eight verses lat or we read, in He¬ 
brews 13:20: “The God of peace, who brought up 
from the dead the great shep¬ 
herd of the sheep with the 
blood [ not the body I of an 
everlasting covenant, our Lord 
Jesus,” Accordingly, Jesus 
Christ was raised from the 
dead as a spirit person, and 
not in the fleshly body in 
which lie died as a hitman 
sacrifice. 

LR The so-called Apostles’ 

Creed is not found in the 
Holy Bible and is really not “apostolic.” Its 
statement, "[ lieUcve in . . . the ix's nr reel ion < >t 
the body,” is not based on the Bible and is not 
taught by the Biblei Rather, in the resurrection. 
Almighty God re-creates the soul with the same 
personality, not with the same physical body. That 
is why each one will be able to recognize himself 
and to be identified by those who formerly knew 
him. In the resurrection Christ's congregation will. 



2 5. In whiil way does Hebrews 13:11. 12, 20 add to thi? evident’** 
that Jesus was not ralst'd Jrt Hie fleshly body In which he had tiled 
m ■> a hu: na n sacrlttee — 

•j&. (ai Does the Bible t evict! rUii ono will he resurrected with 
identically the same physical body ntie had at death7 (b> How 
will it be determined wiint kind of body rar'n chip will have? 
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each, “be raised up a spiritual body,*' just as Jesus 
Christ himself was. The rest of the human dead 
who will be freed from Ha r dc?s or Sheol will be 
raised up with suitable human bodies, according 
to the rule: “As for what you sow, you sow, not 
the body that will develop, but a bare grain, it 
may bo, of wheat or any one of the rest; but God 
gives it a body just as it has pleased him/' 
—1 Corinthians 15:37, 38. 

Er When testifying before a pagan Roman gover¬ 
nor who believed, not in the resurrection, but in 
the Immortality of the human soul, the apostle 
Paul said in refutation of the Jewish high priest 
and elder’s: *T believe all the things set forth in the 
Law and written in the Prophets; and I have hope 
toward God, which hope these men themselves also 
entertain, that there is going to be a resurrection 
of both the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Acts 
24:14, 15) In his letters to the Corinthian congre¬ 
gation the apostle Paul spoke much of the resur¬ 
rection* In oil the inspired Christian Greek Scrip¬ 
tures (“New Testament”) the word ‘'resurrection” 
(andstasix ) occurs forty-one (41) times, besides 
the expression l vn niter resurrection” (earandata- 
m) once. * The faithful men and women of ancient 
times before Ch list’s death and resurrection also 
believed in the resurrection of The dead by God's 
power,—-Hebrews 11:17-19, 35. 

M With all fitness the last book of the Holy 
Bible gives us a picture of the resurrection of the 
“rest of the dead” (those not included in Christ's 
congregation of 144,000 members) after the wick- 

* In Luke 2:34 the Creek word andstasts is rendered 
•'rising again'* (jLV; KW) or "rising 1 * {RS). 


27. in) When testifying before « Roman irovrriMr, what did the 
.ii>OKlk' Paul sov as to the kind of pea pit- who auulij to* rv^rreci- 
eqT (b) Is the resutrcchcm a subfeet about svhieJi me uttolr has 
mui'ii to say ** 

28. 29. What picture of tho rrsurrerrion of iho*e not Jncludod In 
Oiriat'ft <'(inKn-j.;.il ;on of Ml i'W member;, doe±i m*- lait book tif 
tliu mtuc present.? 
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ed organization of Satan the Devil is done away 
with in heaven and on earth* In Revelation 20:1 1 - 
14 we read these words of John: 

"• “And I saw a great white throne and the one 
seated on ft. From before him the earth and the 


heaven fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne, and scrolls were 

opened* But another scroll was 
opened; it is the scroll of life. And 
the dead were judged out of those 
things written in the scrolls accord- 
i ng to their deeds- And the sea gave 
up those dead in it. and death and 
Ha'des gave up those dead in them, 
and they were judged individually 
according to their deeds. And death 
and Ha'des were hurled into the 
lake of fire. This means the second 
death, the lake of fire.” 

Hie death that is traceable 
< to the sinner Adam will be 



30 


destroyed, just as we read in the next chapter, in 
Revelation 21:4: "And death will be no more, 
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be any 
mo re. The f c >m ie r i h i i igs r i a ve p; s ? so d ; t u • a \ " 


at The Adamic death that we inherited will thus 


be "hurled into 
the lake of fire*' 
and itself die in 
"second death./’ 
For that reason 
the literal sea will 

give up those 
drowned in it who 
inherited Adamic 
death, and Ha'des 



30. 31. («| What will become of Atlantic death, and how Is this 
shown In the Scriptun?*? (t>) How many of (hose In Hades or 
Sbtol will come buck" 
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or Sbeol will give up ail those dead in it. Ila'des, 
the common grave of dead mankind, will be emp- 
tied of all its dead and will cease to be. It win die 
out forever. Graveyards will then not ruin rhe 
beauty of our earth. Funeral parlors and tomb¬ 
stones will be removed. Thus by means of Jesus 
Christ, who has the “keys of death and of Ha'des," 
Jehovah God will hurl Ha'des into the “lake of 
fire” that symbolizes the “second death/* Ha'des 
will then be one of those “former things" that wiH 
have “passed away/* But what will be the outcome 
to all those on earth who then stand before the 
One seated on the “great white throne"? Let us 
examine the Bible and see. 




CHAPTER 


Judgment Day—When 

for All Mankind? 

How Long? 



HE apostle Peter was one of those in¬ 
spired men who foretold the destruc¬ 
tion oT the wicked organization of Satan the Devil 
in heaven and earth in a fiery time of trouble. This 
trouble will result in destruction to that world 
empire of false religion, * ‘Babylon the Great, M and 
to the imperfect podli ical governments of this 
earth; it will also result in the binding of Satan the 
Devil and his demon angels and the hurling of 
them into the abyss, to be shut up there under seal 
for a thousand years. (Revelation 18:1-24; 19; 11 
to 20:3) Tills will occur according to God's un¬ 
breakable word; and concerning this the apostle 
Peter writes; “By the same word the heavens and 
the earth that are now are stored up for fire and 
are being reserved to the day of judgment and of 
destruction of the ungodly men. However, let this 
one fact not be escaping your notice, beloved ones, 
that one day is with Jehovah as a thousand years 
and a thousand years as one day." 


1 What will the dntrucilon of Satan's wicked orgoohcuUdu in¬ 
clude, and how docs llw apostle* Peter describe this? 
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Those words, in 2 Peter 3:7, 8, do not say that 
the “day of judgment and of destruction of the 
ungodly men” wilt be a thousand years long* No; 
that “day of judgment and of destruction of the 
ungodly men'' will occupy a comparatively short 
period of time at the end of this system of things. 
That is to say, it will occupy enough time to bring 
about (1) the destruction of Babylon the Great, 
the final plagues upon whom come M in one day*' 
and whose judgment arrives “in one hour/' figura¬ 
tively speaking; also (2) the destruction of the 
visible political organization of Satan's rulership; 
and (3) the binding and hurling of Satan and his 
demons into the abyss. For this “day of judgment 
and of destruction of the ungodly men” the “heav¬ 
ens and the earth that are non” arc being “re¬ 
served.” So that “day* 1 comes and passes before 
the thousand years of Christ’s reign begins. (Reve¬ 
lation IS:8-10; 19:1, 2, 19-21; 20:1-3) So that 
“day” does not correspond with the first thousand 
years of the “new heavens and a new earth.” 
—-2 Peter 3:13. 

Why, then, after he mentions “the day of judg¬ 
ment and of destruct ion of the ungodly men,” does 
Peter say: “However, let this one fact not be 
escaping your notice, beloved ones, that one day 
is with Jehovah as a thousand years and a thou¬ 
sand years as one day” ? Peter says those words to 
show that God will not be slow or late about 
bringing that “day of judgment and of destruc¬ 
tion” upon the ungodly men. These men are say¬ 
ing, ‘Where is that promised day of Jehovah? It 
will rot come in our day, for “all things are con¬ 
tinuing exactly as from creation’s beginning.” 1 
—2 Peter 3:3, 4. 


2. flow long Is (he “day of Judgment'‘ to which the apostle 
Peter here refers, and when will it conic? 

SL Then wiiy floe* Peter go on to nay that "one day Is with 
Jehovah ns a thousand years ' T 
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4 By the apostle Peter’s time more than two 
thousand four hundred years had passed since the 
global flood of Noah’s day, in which hood “the 
world of that time s :Ter<?fl destruction wh' v n it 
was deluged with water/* But now in our day it is 
more than four thousand three hundred years 
since Jehovah God punished that “ancient world” 
by the flood, (2 Peter 3;6; 2;5) To ungodly men 
now living “in the last clays/* that seems like a 
very long time; but to Jehovah God that is Jess 
than five days of time, seeing that ho measures a 
"thousand years as one day.*’ That is not; very long 
for God to wait. He is timeless, and in comparison 
with eternity or everlastingness a thousand years 
is as nothing. Psalm 90:2. 4, addressed to Jehovah 
God, says: “Even from time indefinite to time 
indefinite you are God. For a thousand years are 
in your eyes but as yesterday when it is past, and 
as a watch during the night.” 

' Consequently, men who today ridicule the 
warning of the coming of the “day of [condemna¬ 
tory] judgment and of destruction of the ungodly 
men” and the destruction of the “heavens and the 
earth that are now" are throwing themselves off 
guard and are due to be overtaken by sudden de¬ 
struction. That is why the apostle Peter, after 
pointing out that God does not measure time as wc 
humans do, says: 

* "Jehovah Is not slow respecting his promise, as 
some people consider slowness, but he is patient 
with you because be does not desire any to be 
destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance. 
Yet Jehovah’s day ["the day of judgment and of 
destruction of the ungodly men”] will come as a 
thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a 

41 Ai^cordin^ to Jt’h-OVfrirs fc l eolation of time, how long: ?MMt It 
Jn-t^n since tbe- global tiooil of NolIi'k day flefltroyed the witricedT 
5. 6. (a) Why Js It dangerous to ridicule ivurnintr of ttu* coming: 
of this '’day Of judgment"? U») Rather than rid .ruling, what 
should wc wisely do before that destruction comes? 
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hissing noise, but the elements being 

hot will be dissolved, and 
and tlie works In it will be 
discovered. Since all 
these things are thus to 
be dissolved, what sort 
of persons ought you to 
be in holy acts of con¬ 
duct and deeds of godly 
devotion. 


awaiting arid 
in mind the 
of the day of 
through which 


zxr- 



presence 

Jehovah, 


the heavens being on fire will be dissolved and the 
elements being intensely hot will melt!’*—2 Peter 
3:9-12. 

J If is after that removal of the earthly and 
heavenly parts of the organization of Sal an the 
Devil that “new heavens and a new earth” will 
take complete charge of man's af¬ 
fairs on this planet earth. Hence, 
in the next verse, the apostle Peter 
adds: “But there are new heavens 
and a new earth that we are await¬ 
ing according to his promise, and 
in these righteousness is to dwell. 

—2 Peter 3:13. 

* Under these “new heav- 
* and in the “new earth'’ 



the judgment of mankind, the 
living and the dead, will pro¬ 
ceed. This is the order of 
events that the apostle John 
saw in vision and described in these words 
1 saw a great white throne and the one seated on 
it. From before him the earth and the heaven fled 




7. After Satan's OT^zLnlzation If; d&Sitroytid, whal wUl Lake compHL- 

cijur^t- cl Jimruin air.'i rn " 

5. When wall the judeiji^, not only of th« living but also of tin- 
dead snumx manic in cl. take pvnt*e. otid. row tin?, order of 
events shown In the vision recorded by the apostle John7 
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away, and no place was found for them. And I 
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and scrolls were opened. But 
another scroll was opened; It Is the scroll of life. 
And the dead were judged out of those tilings 
written in the scrolls according to their deeds. And 
the sea gave up those dead in it, and death and 
Ha'des gave up those dead in them, and they were 
judged individually according to their deeds.” 
—Revelation 20:11-13. 

9 The Judge seated on the “great white throne” 
is Jehovah God. However, he does not judge man¬ 
kind directly during the thousand years of Christ’s 
reign but uses his only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
as his Deputy. The procedure will be just as Jesus 
said: “The Father judges no one at all, taut he has 
committed all the Judging to the Son, . . . he has 
given him authority to do judging, because Son 
of man he Is. Do not marvel at this, because the 
hour is coming In which all those in the memorial 
tombs w ill hear his voice and come out, those 
who did good things to a resurrection of life, 

those who practiced vile things to a resurred ion 
of judgment.” 

10 In harmony with those words in John 5:22, 
27-29 the apostle Paul, when speaking to the high¬ 
est judicial court in Athens, G recce, said to those 
judges: “God . . . has set a day in which he pur¬ 
poses to judge the inhabited earth in righteousness 
by a man whom he has appointed, and he has fur¬ 
nished a guarantee to all men in that he has 
resurrected him from the dead.”—Acts 17:30, 31. 

11 In The vision of Revelation 20:11-13 those 
whom the a [jostle John saw “standing before Die 
throne” to be judged do not include the corgrega- 

9, 10. W3io will do tlMr Jude ini;. and how do the Scriptures show 
inis ? 

<1, What group is not Included amonu those whom John saw 
"fttaridlnjc cwTbnc t hr throne.' and why so? 
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tion of Christ's 144,000 faithful followers. This 
congregation t nkes part in the “first resurrection/‘ 
and concerning them Revelation 20:4-6 says: “I 
saw thrones, and there were those who sat down 
on them, and power of judging was given them. ... 
they wall be priests of God and of the Christ, and 
will rule as kings with him for the thousand 
years." Through the “first resurrection” they come 
to life in heaven as spirit persons and so do not 
stand with mankind on earth before God's judg¬ 
ment throne. 

1L * Instead of coming under judgment with man¬ 
kind, they are given “power of judging,” and for 
this reason they sit down on heavenly thrones. So 
they serve, not only as heavenly kings and priests 
with Jesus Christ, but also as associate judges with 
him over mankind. Their term of office as judges 
with Jesus Christ is the same as their reign, name¬ 
ly, a thousand years long. Hence the judgment day 
of mankind under the “new heavens” will be a 
thousand years long. 

: In view of this fact the apostle Paul wrote the 
congregation of holy ones in ancient Corinth, 
Greece, and asked: “Do you not know that the 
holy ones will judge the world? And if the world 
is to be judged by you. are you unfit to try very 
trivial matters? Do you not know that we shall 
judge angels? Why, then, not matters of this life?” 

(1 Corinthians 1:1, 2; 6:2, 3) This includes what 
Jesus promised to hisTaithful apostles for leaving 
all earthly things and following him, saying: *Th 
the re-creation [or, regeneration; rebirth], when 
the Son of man sits down upon his glorious throne. 


12. (a) What power Is given to ihomc who share In the "flrsi 

n m t -hi ir.iv, ]■; t.'r • r* !<-IlgCt| Of Eh I.: Jt|t 1 ,L! i il !j I <] ay t.f 

mankind therefore revealed to usV 

13, 14. Tn his k-Uvr to Christian;; at Corinth, who did the 

ar-offtlc ta» ! I f ■ o’.v w )u] rj -[>.rv* sn ! lid{: tm; 11 i>■ •••■ ■ i-vhi r : l> > In Ullf 
piMinrcUon, what promise did Jc j si±s make to his faithful apostles, 
and. to wluu th.'L-s thi‘ hivssKMi “twelve ulhfra of ismci” hare 
refer ? 
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you who have followed me will also yourselves sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel/*—Matthew 19:27, 28. 

** Here the expression 41 twelve tribes of Israel” 
appeal's to take in the whole race of mankind* for 
whom Jesus Christ serves as High Priest and for 
whom he offered himself as a sacrifice of atone¬ 
ment, like those sacrificial victims on the Jewish 
Atonement. Day.—Leviticus 16:1-31; Hebrews 9: 
11-16, 24-28; 1 John 2:l t 2. 

14 These 144,000 associate judges with Jesus 
Christ had to qualify first, for their heavenly po¬ 
sition of judgeship. Hence they are all on trial 
since Pentecost of 33 C-E. as members of Christ's 
congregation, and at their death in the flesh final 
judgment is rendered respecting them and is held 
on i-coord until the time for the M first resurrec¬ 
tion” to begin toward them. That these 144,000 
Christians having the “new birth” faced judgment 
while on earth to determine their everlasting fu¬ 
ture, the apostle Peter plainly stated, when he 
wrote: 

in **y ou yourselves also as living stones aiv being 
built up a spiritual house for the purpose of a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual saerdices accept¬ 
able tx> God through Jesus Christ. . . . let none of 
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer 
or as a busybody in other people's matters. But if 
he suffers as a Christian, let him not feel shame, 
but let him keexj on glorifying God in this name. 
For it is the appointed time for the judgment to 
start with the house of God. Now if it starts first 
with us, what will the end be of those [in the 
‘house of God* j who are not obedient to the good 
news of God?”—1 Peter 1:1-3; 2:5; 4:15-17. 


IS. 16 , When do the 144.000 mcml-ors of Christ’s congFrcaUon 
Uiemscl ttl fact Juilyment, and hmv dot's the upostlo Peter plainly 
;t;iLe 1111f 7 
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* Thus tile judgment Ls pronounced and exe¬ 
cuted upon Christ's congregation of 144,000 “holy 
ones" before the judgment begins upon the work I 
of mankind in general. This is why the apostle 
Paul wrote to the congregation of “holy ones" and 
said: “We shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of God; for it is written [in Isaiah 45:23J: 4 “As 
I live," says Jehovah, ’‘to me every knee will bend 
down, and every tongue will make open acknowl¬ 
edgment to God." * So. then, each of us will render 
an account for himself to God-" (Homans 1:1-7; 
14:10-12) Also, since Jesus Christ serves as I>ep- 
uty Judge for Jehovah, the ; rustle Paul writes to 

the congregation: 

** “Therefore we are also making it our aim that 
. . . we may be acceptable to him. For we must all 
be made manifest before the judgment; scat of the 
Christ, that each one may get his award for the 
things done through the body, according to the 
things he has practiced, whether it is good or vile." 
—2 Corinthians 5:9, 10. 

By practicing what is good in this earthly life 
as imitators of Jesus Christ, and by proving faith¬ 
ful to the death, the 144,000 are judged worthy of 
the “first resurrection" to heavenly life as immor¬ 
tal, incorruptible spirit sons of God. When they 
experience their resurrection from the dead, they 
come forth from the sleep of death to what Jesus 
called a ^^resurrection’ of life." (John 5:28, 29) 
They instantaneously enter into the fullness and 
perfection of life. They arc thus found qualified to 
sit down on heavenly thrones with Christ and 
have the “power of judging" given to them. 

17. lit. (a) To whom was the apostle Paul writing when he said, 
'"We - rial I all siuad before the judgment seat of go 4" T Us) why 
did he also my. "We must all do made manifest h’fore the 
Judgment neat of the Christ"? 

itJ. At the time Ihey nrr raised from the dead, who* reword I* 
given to those sharing la the "linst return>eticm"? 
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^ To a Christian superintendent who was in line 
to be one of the heavenly judges of mankind, the 
apostle Paul wrote : “I solemnly charge you before 
God and Christ Jesus, who is destined to Judge the 
living and the dead, and by his manifestation and 
his kingdom/* (2 Timothy 4:1) In the apostle 
John's vision, in Revelation 20:11-13, we see the 
human “dead'* coming forth from the sea and 
from Ha'des or Shcol to stand before the “great 
white throne” to be judged. Who, then, are the 
"living** who are also to be judged on earth? Tn 
Jesus* parable of the sheep and the goats, which 
he gave a> a climax to his prophecy regarding the 
“sign of [Ids] presence and of the conclusion of 
the system of things/* he indicates who those 
“living** ones are. They are the sheeplike persons 
who survive the “conclusion of the system of 
things** and who enter, without dying as human 
creatures, into the new system of tilings under 
God's Messianic kingdom.—Matthew 2d:31-46. 

= l The fact that there will be liuman survivors 
of the “conclusion of the system of things** is al¬ 
lowed for by Jesus' words in his prophecy on the 
“sign” thereof. Jle gave no exact lime for the 
passing away of the “heavens and the earth that 
are now/* but he urged those who desired to sur¬ 
vive to be on the watch, saying: 

** *Tleaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will by no means pass away. Concerning 
that day and hour nobody knows, neither the 
angels of the heavens nor Hu. Son, but only the 
Father, For just as the days of Noah were, so the 
presence [ paroitsia ] of the Son of man will be. 
For as they wen: in those days before the flood, 
eating and fir inking, men marrying and women 

,■ 11 . m* At 2 Timothy 4:1. whom ltd*#; it any til lit Christ Jesus is 
to ju<iiic : < b > Who art; the “living" that are to ho Judged on 
tarth? 

21. 2? When tpeikin k of :he ' Von Huston of the sysV'rn of th: 
how <tid Jesus indicate Hint there would toe survivors? 
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being given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark; and they took no note until 
the Mood came and swept them all away, so the 
presence of the Son of man will be*... Keep on the 
watch, therefore, because you do not know on 
what day your Lord is corning.”—Matthew 24; 


35-42; Luke 17:26. 27. 

* J In 2370-2369 B.CJEL eight 
human souls survived the 
Flood, namely, Noah and his 
sons JaphetL, Shorn and Ham 
and their four wives. (1 Peter 
3:20) Apart from these sur¬ 
vive rs, “the world of that time 
suffered destruction when it 
was deluged with water.” (2 Pe- 





r 3:6; 2:5) The system of things of 
foi'e the Flood ended, but Noah and his 
family survived its end and afterward resumed 
their godly living on the same earth free from un¬ 
godly people. That historic 
fact is used as a prophetic 

picture that there will be t 

human survivors of 
the end of this 
present system 
of things. 

z * These sur¬ 
vivors arc the 

class 




who do good to 

Christ's spiritual brothers on the earth arid 
whom he therefore places on his right hand 
of favor and protection. After they survive the 
"conclusion of the system of things,” they have 
set before them an opportunity to gain “ever- 


23 - How many survived tut* Flood, and ol what Iji the fact tlicit 
t htTe wWf* wrvfvor* -i prophetic pic tuns? 

"M. Who will survive thi? “conditflon of the system oi 

thing***? (b) Hops their survival mean that they hhvc gained 

'*ev«*iestiiief lire” - .' 
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lasting life” in the “new earth” under the heavenly 
kingdom. (Matthew 25:46) After their survival 
they are still imperfect, sinful and dying; but if 
they continue obedient to God and his Messianic 
kingdom t they will in time be fully recovered from 
this condition that they inherited from sinner 
Adam. 

With that blessed goal in view they need to 
pass tile test that will be applied during the 
thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ, They must 
always have in mind that they yet need to have 
a favorable judgment passed upon them at the 
end of the thousand years. By that time “death/* 
that is, Adamic death, will have completely given 
them up. They will be alive in human perfection 
and will be able to pass the final, decisive test in 
pei’feet obedience to God. Having never died in the 
flesh, they need no resurrect i on. They are the 
ones “living** whom Jesus Christ must judge at 
his kingdom.—2 Timothy 4:1. 

However, the human “dead” are also to be 
judged. To tliis end they must have a resurrection. 
Giving assurance of this, the apostle John de¬ 
scribes the prophetic vision of this, saying: “I saw 
the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and scrolls were opened. But another 
scroll weis opened; it is the scroll of life. And the 
dead were judged out of those things written in 
the scrolls according to their deeds. And the sea 
gave up those dead in it, and death and Ha'des 
gave up those dead in them, and they were judged 
individually according to the it* deeds.” (Revelation 
20:12, 13) Will the resurrection of these individ¬ 
uals prove to be one “of life” or one “of judg¬ 
ment"?—John 5:28, 29. 


21. wtua do they still need to have ft favorable judgment posted 
upon TJiexn, but to what condition will tlio&e 'llvliig'' one* have 
HiUlndl by tta»t time" 

26 For the human "dead" lo be Judged, whst mutt take pl&ee, 
ami from where cln they come? 
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:r According to the vision given to John, dead 
humans, all the way hack to Adam’s martyred son 
Abel, will come back from death in Ha'des or in 
the sea. They win not come back all at one time, 
that is, on one twenty-four-hour day. The return 
of the dead will provide problems and obligations 
for those alive on earth; due preparation will have 
to be made by the living. This will call for order 
to be observed in the resurrection, and the Mes¬ 
sianic King and Judge, Jesus Christ, will have 
consideration for the living ones. Those resur¬ 
rected in due order will be absorbed into the living 
arrangements of the "new earth.’ 1 Those coming 
back to life on earth will need and will be given 
help to adjust themselves to the righteous new 
order of things. Finally the last dead one in the 
sea or in lla'des will come forth. Resurrection will 
then be complete. 

*■ A “scroll of life” will be in process of being 
written up, to contain the names of those judged 
deserving of everlasting perfect human life on 
earth under God f s eternal kingdom. They will have 
to make a favorable record for themselves in the 
“new earth.” Why? 

2> Becau.se i Ixey will be judged, not according to 
their deeds during this present system of things 
before the destruction of Babylon the Great and 
the “war of the great day of God the Almighty” 
at Armageddon, but according to their deeds in the 
new system of things, that is to say, after Satan 
and his demons are bound and imprisoned in the 
abyss. Of course, the personality that people built 
before the flood of Noah’s day or during this pres¬ 
ent system of things will affect them. It will at 

27. (a) Who will be raised Iroin the dead? (b) Will they come 
back all at once ? 

2S. Whilst- tumirts win hr written cm the scroll of life”? 

29. (a) According: to what deeds will the resurrected ones be 
judiced? <b) Will their twm courtt of life in any way affect them 
then? to What help will be given to ail will hue ones? 
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first help them or hinder them during the thou- 
sand years or Christ's reign. For that reason, 
things wifi then be either more endurable or less 
endurable for individuals. (Matthew 11:20-24) But 
the purpose of Christ’s millennial government will 
be to help all the wilting ones on earth to cultivate 
righteousness to the degree of perfection.-—Isaiah 
26:9. 

There will be no need to go over the record 
of their past life in the flesh, because the judges 
in heaven well know that people’s past life of sin 
and imperfection already condemns them. Bui 
Christ died as a ransom sacrifice to relieve man¬ 
kind of sin and imperfection and the penalty there¬ 
of. Hence earth's Inhabitants will then be ‘‘‘judged 
out of those things written In the scrolls according 
to their deeds/* These “scrolls’' will first be opened 
up after the present wicked “heavens" and “earth" 
of Satan's organisation have fled away from be¬ 
fore the face of the Judge on the "great while 
throne.’* What do those scrolls contain? Not the 
record of the past life of all men who then come 
up for judgment. The scrolls are something in ad¬ 
dition to our present Holy Bible. As the book 
' Babylon the Great Hast Fallen*** God’s Kingdom 
Rules! says, they 

are the law books of Jehovah. That is, they are the 
publications setting forth his will for all people on 
earth during Christ's millennial reign. After what 
is written, in these law ‘‘scrolls" has been published 
and made known, the people will be judged by 
wh:it laws and instructions are found written In 
those scrolls "according to their deeds," not their 
deeds committed in thus life or before the scrolls 
were published, but their deeds afterward as long 
hs they are on judgment.—Page GIG, paragraph X. 

-LJL m 

30. (ii> v.'tLy will the on At resurrected not then be Judged on the 
tirt&ti of whnt they did In their past Life in the lush f (to> What 
does the arrlpture moan whrit li f- iys that they will be "judged 
out of those things written In the scrolls accord lng to their 
deeds"? 
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31 If some persons willfully refuse to learn righ¬ 
teousness and holiness or willfully fall away from 
such required qualities, they may be executed 
sooner or later before the thousand years of the 
judgment day are ended. They will then not be 
returned to Adamic death or to Ha'ties but will be 
destroyed eternally. As Revelation 20:15 states, 
“Whoever was not found written in the book of 
life was hurled into the lake of fire.” As regards 
such persons who were resurrected from the dead, 
their coming back to life from Ha'des or the sea 
turns out to be “a resurrection of judgment/* a 
resurrection that led at last to condemnation to 
extinction.-—John d:2S, 29. 

31 However, what about those persons who make 
the proper progress during Christ's thousand-year 
reign and who attain to human perfection and per¬ 
sonal righteousness by the end of those thousand 
years? They will then be subjected to a final test 
That will determine their eternal future. This su¬ 
preme test wiU come w hen Satan the Devil and 
his demons are let loose from the abyss. “Now as 
soon as the thousand years have been ended, Satan 
will be let loose out of his prison, and he will go 

out to mislead those nations in the four c-orners 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them to¬ 
gether for the war. The number of these is as the 
sand of ! he sea. And they advanced over the 
breadth of the earth and encircled the camp of the 
holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down 
out of heaven and devoured them. And the Devil 
who was misleading them was hurled into the lake 
of fire and sulphur, where both the wild beast and 
the false prophet already were; and they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. . , . 

31. What w]U tiapp«n to any persons who wUlf ully refuse la 
<‘ittiform to the righted lis ways Of that new ey5 1 em of thing*? 

32. When the ttiousjund years nre ended, to wtuu will per reeled 
fuamklJid bt* *Uhj*x*ted. and why? 
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This means the second death, the lake of fire/’ 
—Revelation 20:7-10, 14* 

31 At the end of the thousand years of reigning 
Jesus Christ will turn over the kingdom and its 
earthly subjects to Jehovah God the Final and 
Supreme Judge. (1 Corinthians 15:24-23) Satan 
the Devil and his demons will be let loose upon 
earth's inhabitants* who are fully recovered from 
all the bad effects of Adam's fall into sin. The 
ones who let themselves be misted, the number of 
whom is just as indefinite to our knowledge now 
as the “sand of the sea," will rebel against the 
"beloved city/' God's capita] organization, and the 
“holy ones" occupying it. They will estrange them¬ 
selves from Jehovah God and Ms universal orga¬ 
nization, like distant “nations in the four Corners 
of the earth, Gog and Magog*" Their “nations" 
will not be “written in the book of life.” So God 
will execute his condemnatory judgment upon 
them as if by raining down a devouring fire from 
heaven upon them. They will go into the "second 
death" of endless annihilation. The past resurrec¬ 
tion of any such will turn out to be "a resurrection 
of judgment." 

f 1 What, though, about those perfected humans 
who faithfully pass this final test of their exclusive 
devotion to God and his Christ and who get their 
names A Svritten in the book of life"? Will they be 
taken from earth tea heaven, or where will they 
enjoy God's award To them of cverlast i ng life ? The 
past resurrection of any of Lhese will prove to be 
“a resurrection or lire/' (John 5:28, 29) But where 
will they forever spend that life after the Millen¬ 
nium? (Revelation 20:5) Let the Bible fell us, 

33. 14t> Who will «it as the TTnal Juripc* t»r mankind? (b) How 

many will be misled. at Umt Lime, unti against what does thin 
Bible show that will rebel T (e) In the case of such ones, of 

wkat kind docs 1 heir post resurrection prove to tic? 

34. m> Of what kind non the past r-•.ui recti on of those proving 

faithful prove to be? (to) Whal question. a rifles U W 

Where they will enjoy the award of everlasting- life7 
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tarth’s Future 

as a Paradise 
in God’s Purpose 


MMKDIATKLY after the apostle John 
writes, “Whoever was not found writ¬ 
ten in the book of life was hurled into the lake of 
fire,” he continues on to say: 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
for the former heaven and the former earth had 
passed away, and flic sea is no more. I saw also 
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God and prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. With that I heard a loud 
voice from the throne say: ‘Kook! The tent of God 
is with mankind, and he will reside with them, 
and they will be his peoples. And God himself will 
ibe with them. And he will wipe out every tear 
from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither 
will mourning nor outcry nor pain be any more. 
The former things have passed away.' "—Revela¬ 
tion 20:15 to 21:4* 

B Does this mean that, after the thousand years 
of Christ’s reign with his 144,000 associated 

1. 2. In trial]on. fnltowing whQ[ docs the apostle Jotin tall 

about New Jerusalem coming down out of licavon? 

3, 4- fal thin meant that, foil owl hr Christ's thcmsiand-jrettr 

reign. New Jerusalem will laive heaven and come down to occurv 
the earth? (b) Why would it be foolish to Hi ink so? 
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judges, kings and priests in heaven and after the 
everlasting destruction of all the wicked ones 
whose names were “not found written in the book 
of life," then the “holy city, New Jerusalem,*’ will 
leave the “new heaven” and literally come down 
to our earth and occupy it forever? For one thing, 
it would be foolish to think so, because New Jeru¬ 
salem's measurements are so enormous. Revelation 
21:16 tells us what an angel of God found its 
measurements to be: “And the city lies four¬ 
square, and its length is as great as its breadth. 
And he measured the city with the reed, twelve 
thousand furlongs * its length and breadth and 
height arc equal.” 

4 As a furlong or s£ddton was at least an eighth 
of a mile long, this would mean that the New 
Jerusalem was fifteen hundred miles in circum¬ 
ference at the base, or 375 miles to each of its 
four sides. It would therefore be 375 miles high, 
thus towering up into what is today "outer space*' 
for man. A city like that, if centered on the site of 
ancient Jerusalem, which is only about thirty-five 
miles from the Mediterranean Sea, would spread 
out into Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt and 
into the Mediterranean Sea. And how about eleva¬ 
tor (or lift) service to the top, 375 miles up? There 
will be no such city in or on the "new earth,” for 
the New Jerusalem is symbolical. 

r- In Revelation 21:9-14 God's angel shows the 
apostle John that "the holy city Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God” is a symbol of “the 
bride, the Lamb’s wife.” It is accordingly a sym¬ 
bol of Christ’s congregation of 144,000 disciples 
who have part in “the first resurrection” to im¬ 
mortal life in heaven. That is why it is written of 
these 144,000: “These are the ones that keep fol¬ 
lowing the Lamb no matter where he goes. These 


s wiini Is liiis "holy city Jerusalem * 1 that comes "flown pul ur 

iwiaven iruni God’' ? 



FAITH'S FUTJRE AS A PAIIAOlSE fN COD'S PURPOSE 



wore bought from among 
mankind as a first fruits to 
God and to the Lamb/' 
—Revelation 14:4. 

* Never will they return to 
our literal earth and become 
persons of flesh and blood 
again. Neither will t heir 
Bridegroom Jesus 

Christ do so. That would 
be an eternal humiliation of them, inasmuch as 
earthly man is made “a little lower than an gels. f * 
(Hebrews 2:7; Psalm S:5) Rather, the bride of 
144,000 members will never cease to be part of 
the “new' heaven,” high above the “new earth.” 
The only way in which they will, as the “Lamb’s 
wife,' 1 come down to the earth is by d tree ting their 
attention to earth’s inhabi¬ 
tants and joining with their 
heavenly Bridegroom in bless¬ 
ing all mankind- The New 
Jerusalem comes down from 
heaven in this way at the 
beginning of the thousand- 
year reign of Christ, when the 
“new heaven” and “new earth' 
are established. 

7 In Revelation 21:23, 24 we 
read concerning the bridal New 
Jerusalem: “And the city has no 
need of the sues nor of the moon to 
shine upon it, for the glory of God 
lighted it up, and Us lamp 

£ (a> WUJ Jcjsujs Christ and his bride 
ever return to earth tri iicsii ufockj / 
ib> in, whitt way, th<*n. docs the 
''New ijeru&ah'nn'* nrne ’ 'down out of 
heaven from God.*' and when tlot*s this 

tuceur t 

7. 8* How will It Ih* true that “the 
nation* will w.'iJk by means of * the 
lU:hi from Mew Jerusalem? 
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was the Lamb. And ilie nations wiU walk by means 
of its light. 0 

" Thus all the peoples who have made up the 
nations of human history prior to the “war of the 
great day of God the Almighty” at Armageddon 
wiU receive enlightenment from the heavenly New 
Jerusalem and conduct themselves aright by 
means of that light, whereas the 144,000 associate 
rulers of Christ as “kings of the earth*' will “bring 
their glory into it*” In consequence of this, the 
mental, religious and social darkness due to Satan 
the Devil, “the god of this system of things,” will 
be completely dispersed. With that Blinder of 
men's minds out of the way, Jehovah God, the One 
who at earth's creation said; “Let the light shine 
out of darkness/' will shine on the hearts of men 
“to illuminate them with the glorious knowledge of 
God by the face of Christ,”—2 Corinthians 4:4-6. 

* The “new earl a” will hi? indeed an enlightened 
place* This expression “new earth” does not refer 
to a new earthly globe upon which mankind will 
live forever, anymore than i he expression "new 
heaven” refers to a sky different from the one we 
earthlings now' have above us bedecked with the 
sun, moon, planets, comets, galaxies and other 
heavenly bodies that are made known to us by 
naked eye, visual telescopes and radio telescopes* 
The "new heavens/' of which God directly made a 
promise long ago in Isaiah 65:17; 66:22, will be 
the new heavenly ruling power’s, namely, the glo¬ 
rified Lord Jesus Christ and his Bride, his 144,000 
faithful disciples, all these replacing Satan the 
Devil and his demon angels, who are “the world 
rulers of this darkness/' “the wicked spirit forces 
in the heavenly places” of this present time. 
(Ephesians 6:3 3, 12) Correspondingly, the “new 
earth” will not mean a new earthly globe on which 
to live forever. It will mean all saved mankind 

El To wtwi tScKr* the expression “new h-eavens * refer, &mJ what 
if tii* "new carUi"'/ 
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living as a righteous society in a new system of 
things under the “new heavens"' and \ cl living on 
this same terrestrial globe. 

‘ Concerning the enlightenment that will fill the 
literal earth and the effect of this on earth’s in¬ 
habitants, Isaiah 11:9 says: “They will not do any 
harm or cause any ruin in ail rny holy mountain; 
because the earth will certainly be filled with the 
knowledge of Jehovah as the waters are covering 
the very sea." 

:l Not only will the wild beasts of the forest and 
field again become friends of mankind, but the 
beastly qualities that men have developed through 
millenniums of human degradation will be stripped 
away in favor of new, humane, godly personalit ies. 
The prophecy of Isaiah 65:17-25 supplements that 
of Isaiah 11:1-9 by saying: “ TIere I am creating 
new heavens and a new earth; and the former 
things will not be called to mind, neither will they 
come up into the heart, . . . The wolf and the Iamb 
themselves will feed as one, and the lion will eat 
straw just like the bull; and as for the serpent, his 
food will be dust. They will do no harm nor cause 
any ruin in all my holy mountain/ Jehovah has 
said.” 

14 No longer will the earth be plowed up by all 
the violent instruments of mortal warfare. De¬ 
pending upon no international organization such 
as the League of Nations, the United Nations and 
the International Court of Justice for world peace 
and security, the people are prophetically invited 
in Psalm 46:8-11 to come to God for security: 
“Come, you people, behold the activities’ of Jeho¬ 
vah, how he has set astonishing events on the 
earth. He is making wars to cease to the extremity 

ID. What docs 11:0 say conceralOR the enllpriiteim’.fjil that 

will then (UJ Ute earLh? 

11. What will be* true of the wild beasts then, and what change 
will take place In the personatUle* of men themselves? 
t2. To whom will mankind look for security, end with what 
result T 
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of the earth. The bow ho breaks apart and does 
cut the spear in pieces: the wat.'oas ho burns in the 
fire. ‘Give in, you people* and know that I am God. 
X will be exalted among the nations, 1 will be 
exalted in the earth/ Jehovah of armies is with 
us; the God of Jacob is a secure height for us.” 

11 Already, since the year 1919, the year in 
which the victorious nations of World War I 
adopted the League of Nations, Jehovah's wit¬ 
nesses have exalted the worship of the one living 
and true God above alJ lofty things of this system 
of things. They have stuck to the rule of life laid 
down by God's prophet in Isaiah 2:2-5: 

14 "And he will certainly render judgment among 
the nations and set matters straight respecting 
many peoples. And they win have to beat, their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into prun¬ 
ing shears. Nation will not lift up sword against 
nation, neither wall they learn war any more. O 
men of the house of Jacob, come and let us walk 
in the light of Jehovah.” 

** TIie prophet Micah, who lived at the same 
time as Isaiah, expressed a similar prophecy but 
added the words: "And they will actually sit, each 
one under his vine and under his fig tree, and 
there will be no one making them tremble; for 
the very mouth of Jehovah of armies has spoken 
it. For "all the peoples, for their part* will walk 
each one in the name of its god; but we, for our 
part, shall walk in the name of Jehovah our God 
to time Indefinite, even forever.” (Micah 4:1-5) 
In this way the prophet Micah calls attention to 
the effect on the earth that this turning of im¬ 
plements to peaceful, constructive uses will have. 
Under the blessing of tht? “God of peace” all earth 
will be cultivated into a Paradise- 

13 . 14. To What rule 1 of iLfi* set nui, In Isaiah 2:3-3 do Jehmuh's 
wiUK<S3M adhere i*v«*n now? 

i3, Wtvut good results of turning implements to peaceful voies does 
the prophet Mica): mention? 
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111 In the “war of the great day of k>d the Al¬ 
mighty" the time will have come for Jehovah of 

armies to “bring to ruin those ri lining the earth/’ 
(Revelation 11:13-18; 16:14, 16) The sheeplike 
people who survive that war at Armageddon will 
believe in fulfilling the purpose concerning the 
earth that Jehovah God stated to the first man and 
woman in the garden of Eden: “Subdue it, and 
have in subjection the fish of the sea and the fly¬ 
ing creatures of the heavens and every living 
crealui'e that is moving upon the earth/* Man in 
that garden of Eden or “Paradise of Pleasure" 
was assigned “to cultivate it and to take care of it*' 
and to extend it ail around the globe. (Genes is 1: 
28; 2:8-15) To this day titan has not carried out 
God’s purpose regarding man’s earthly home. 

1 However, Jesus Christ is the great Son of man, 
and to him, rather than to inferior angels, Jeho¬ 
vah God “has subjected the inhabited earth to 
come, about which we are speaking. But a certain 
witness has given proof somewhere fin Psalm S: 
4-6], saying: ‘What is man that you keep him in 
mind, or the son of man that you take care of 
him ? ... All things you subjected under his feet/ ” 
This Son of man, Jesus Christ, is “crowned with 

glory and honor for having suffered death” as a 
perfect man. He will see to it that God 7 s purpose 
concerning the earth, as stated to the perfect man 
in the Paradise of Pleasure, is completely carried 
out and the whole earth is transformed into a 
Paradise in obedience to God’s will.—Hebrews 
2:5-9. 


1G. vvimt purfww* for the earth did God stale lo Lhe first nuin 
anil wi.mia.rL in Sdeti, und tuts that purpose yet been carried out 
by man ? 

17 . Who is the Son of mini it> whom "the InhablLed earth to 
come" has been subjected, and what does this mean for the 
earth T 
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Jesus Christ had this in mind nineteen hun¬ 
dred years ago, on the day of Nisan 14 of the year 
33 C-E. An evildoer, hanging on a torture stake 
alongside the dying Jesus, said to this man over 
whose head was posted the inscription, “This is 
the king of the Jews,” these words ol 1'afth: “Jesus, 

remember me when you get into your 
kingdom/’ What did Jesus say in an¬ 
swer on that day when everything 
seemed contrary to his getting into a 
kingdom? The account tells us: “And 
he said to him: ‘Truly I tell you today, 
You will be with me in Paradise/" 
(JLuke 23:38-43) On that very day 
both Jesus and that sympathetic evil¬ 
doer went to Ha des, On the third day 
Jesus was brought out from behind the “gates of 
Ha'des" and thereafter was exalted to heaven, to 
await the time for his kingdom at the end of the 
Gentile Times in 
1914 C.E. In his 
kingdom, after 
the "war of the 
great, day of God 
the Almighty" at 

Armageddon, the 

King Jesus Christ 
will make good 
his word to that 
dying evildoer. 

How? Not only 

by resurrect! ng 

him ii.o renewed 
life on earth, but 
also by having 

the whole earth 
into a Paradise. 




IS, (a) Nineteen hundred years Ago. wluit promise did Jeaius 
make Lt> an evildoer who was put to dent5- alongside him? 
ib* Htnv will that promise be fulfilled? 
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doer resurrected on earth will thus be in Para¬ 
dise with the King who has turned his attention 
and energies to the earth. 

1U By means of the heavenly Mount Zion, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, Jehovah God will make the 
earth a most productive place. In it there will be 
an abundance ui food for all, both for those who 
survive the "war of the great day of God the ■Al¬ 
mighty” and for all the billions of dead whom the 
sea and Ha'des will give up at God’s command 
through Christ. The prophecy will go into ful¬ 
fillment; 

ao “Jehovah of armies will certainly make for 
all the peoples, in this mountain, a banquet of 
well-oiled dishes,, a banquet of wine kept on the 
dregs, of well-oiled dishes filled with marrow, of 
wine kept on the dregs, filtered. And in this moun¬ 
tain he will certainly swallow up the face of the 
envelopment that is enveloping over all the peo¬ 
ples, and the woven work that is interwoven upon 
all the nations. He will actually swallow up death 
forever, and the Lord Jehovah will certainly wipe 
the tears from all faces. And the reproach of his 
people he will take away from all the earth, for 
Jehovah himself has spoken it. And in that day 
one will certainly say: ‘Look! This is our God. We 
have hoped in bim, and he will save us. This is 
Jehovah, We have hoped in him. Let us be joyful 
and rejoice in the salvation hv him.’ —Isaiah 
25 : 6 - 9 . 

51 There will be a stop to the present process 
with mankind, that “a generation is going, and a 
generation is coming*' on the same old earth. In¬ 
stead, all human creatures whose frames are 
“found written in the book of life” after the final 
test wilt remain for all time on the Paradise earth 

xd. 20. Will there Ik* amrilr food for earth's Inhabitants, and 
what doi 55 Isninh 25:f^9 i say about this? 

IfX. 22. taj Will people continue to die Ihf'fi 7 <bj Where w ill r.hosr 
who pusd tilt! Anal test ;.uccc.^/uily continue to live for alt time, 

;ls tllv pe»:liulsl showE'.' 
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to praise and serve Jehovah God through Jesus 
Christ, for “the earth is standing even to time in- 
definite*” (Ecdesia-^tes 1:4; Revelation 20:13-15) 
The words of Psalm 115:15-18 will be true of these 
dwellers in the earthly Paradise: 

“You are the ones blessed by Jehovah, the 
Maker of heaven and earth. As re; yards the heav¬ 
ens, to Jehovah the heavens l>eIong, but the earth 
he has given to the sons of men, Tho dead them¬ 
selves do not praise Jah, nor do any going down 
into silence. But we ourselves will bless Jah from 
now on and to time indefinite. Praise Jah, you 
people [Hebrew, Hallelujah 1!” 

“Thus it will not be in vain that Jehovah God 
blessed the seventh day of his creative week, mak¬ 
ing it sacred. His resting or desisting from eai i lily 
creative work for lhe seven thousand years of this 
“seventh day” will not have let things go to wreck 
and min, even though Satan's rule and sin and 
death did enter into man's experience and prevail 
for six thousand years. By the end of God's great 
rest day or sabbath his glorious purpose regarding 
our earth and mankind will come to blessed 
reality. The sacred purpose of his rest day will be 
grandly realized through his beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, who is called “the Son of man/’ God's own 
sabbath day will have served for the eternal bene¬ 
fit of obedient mankind.—Genesis 2:2, 3. 

To all eternity our earth will bear a distinction 
such as no other planet throughout endless space 
will enjoy. To all eternity, throughout all creation, 
it will be a glorious showpiece to Jehovah’s praise. 
Not that it will be the only planet that will ever 
be inhabited, but that it will be the only planet 
to which the Creator of all good things sent his 

23. Wh*t will tilers fore tu- uic ivsuit of this seventh dny of 
G6d's creative Week 7 

JM, 25 . fn) Jjq wfiat wav* will our earth forever bear a (HeUa<tton 
that no other planet will enjoy? C■>> By rorteesnin* from the 
earth 14-3,000 to 1 >ct "Joint helr^ ivlth ChrlJit" In heaven, whnt hoi 
Jehovah caused to be ruude known? 
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only-begotten Son to become a man and die sacri* 
ficialiy to recover the planet’s inhabitants from sin 
and Its penalty death* It will be the only planet on 
which Jehovah, by means of his Son Jesus Christ* 
wall have fought the “war of the great day of God 
the Almighty” to show his power over all his 
enemies in heaven and on earth and to vindicate 
himself as the Un i versa! Sovereign*—Jeremiah 50: 
25; Psalm 140:7; Ad s 4:24. 

’* Earth will bo the onfiy planet from which Je¬ 
hovah God will redeem 144,000 faithful members 
of Its human inhabitants to be the wifelike asso¬ 
ciates of his heavenly Son Jesus Christ* to be 
“heirs indeed of God* but joint heirs with Christ*” 
(Romans 8:16, 17) The purpose of showing such 
marvelous undeserved kindness to these 144,000 
who are redeemed from among men was that 
**there might be made known through the con¬ 
gregation the greatly diversifiod wisdom of God* 
according to the eternal purpose that he formed 
in connection with the Christ, Jesus our Lord,” 
—Ephesians 3:10, 11. 



CHAPTER 



God Vindicated 

as Being No Liar 


GD is not a man that he should tell 
lies, neither a son of mankind that he 
should feel regret. Has he himself said it and 
will he not do it, and has he spoken and will he 
not carry it out?* 1 (Numbers 23:19) The answer to 
this compound question as raised by the prophet 
Balaam in about the year 1473 B.C.E. is Yes I 

* In all the more than thirty-four centuries since 
those words were spoken God has done as he has 
said and he has carried out what he has spoken. 
He has not proved to be a liar, but he has proved 
to be the very opposite of the great “liar and the 
father of the lie,* 1 Satan the Devil* (John 8:44) 
God, the only one whose name is Jehovah, has 
lived up to the statement made by the prophet 
Samuel of the ancient nation of Israel: “The Ex¬ 
cellency of Israel will not prove false, and He will 
not feel regrets, for He is not an earthling man so 
as to feel regptetft, rt Cl Samuel 15:29) He does not 
prove false to us in not carrying out his recorded 
purpose and promises, neither does he prove to be 
like an imperfect cart Ming man in having to feel 
regrets over what he has stated his purpose to be. 



l t 2. How hjts Johovah God proved that ho Is no Uiir nnd that 
he Is not like men who may fool regrets over promises they make? 
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He has not left his trusting people of today dis¬ 
appointed, but down to this year he has" irre¬ 
sistibly carried out his Word* 

a In comparison with the numberless gods and 
goddesses of the worldly nations, how unusual a 
God Jehovah the Creator is! Having formed and 
declared his purpose as to how things shall work 
on* to his praise and credit and for the blessing 
of righteously disposed mankind, and having the 
unlimited power to carry out his purpose to the 
finish, He truly knows the end of his works I mm 
the beginning of them. When he foretold the fall 
of ancient Babylon and the fall of her modern 
counterpart Babylon the Great and the deliverance 
of his people therefrom* Jehovah God truthfiully 
said: 

* “Remember this, that you people may muster 
up courage. Lay U to heart, you transgressors. 
Remember the first things of a long time ago, that 
I am the Hivine One and there is no other God, 
nor anyone like me; ih-.? One it*Ning from the be¬ 
ginning the finale* and from long ago the things 
that have not been done; the One saying, ‘My own 
counsel will stand, and everything that is my de¬ 
light I shall do'; the One calling from the sunrising 
a bird of prey I a symbolic bird], from a distant 
land the man [Cyrus the Great) to execute my 
counsel* I have even spoken it; I shall also bring 
it in, I have formed it* I shall al:-'o no it.”—Isaiah 
46 : 8 - 11 . 

B Those recorded words are not just the writing 
of an ancient Hebrew prophet as if he were brag¬ 
ging about a national God. a God who is peculiar 
to only the ancient Hebrews, Jews or Israel lies. 

3, 4, (a I Why calk 11 truthfully bf *jnld Hint. from the ivr 
hi..;innlnK at his works. God knows wftnt the outcome will toe"? 
(b) What il3d Jehovah say In this connection when furvicllItiR the 
fnIE iiT Babylon and the deliverance at hlx people.' 

5. (a) Is Jehovah, whom tan tab served as n prophet, merely a 
natlomnl (loii of the Jews? (to) Old the Christian apostles also 
look to ms sayings for information concernLng wants In their 
time? 
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Tile words are the writ ing of a prophet of the One 
who is God over all, the “King of the nations,” as 
the Hebrew prophet Jeremiah calls him* (Jere¬ 
miah 10:7) Yes, Isaiah was a prophet of the “King 
of the nations,” and not of a mere tribal God. 
(Homans 3:29, 30) The Christian apostles of our 
first century agreed with the sayings of Jehovah 
God as written down by his prophet Isaiah. Those 
Christian apostles quoted those prophetic sayings 
and spoke of the fulfillment O' Uivjxi* They agreed 
that Jehovah God is the One and only One who 
knows tiie end of his works from the beginning. 
An example of where the apostles took note of 
prophecy occurred about 49 C.E. 

* At that time the apostles were faced with the 
question of whether non-Jewish (Gentile) believ¬ 
ers would have to make Jews of themselves by get¬ 
ting circumcised and thus obliging themselves to 
keep the whole Law of the prophet Moses. The 
question was submitted to a gathering of apostles 
and older men of the congregation in Jerusalem, 
There the missionaries Syrneon Peter, Paul and 
Barnabas produced factual evidence to show that 
for more than ten years God had been accepting 
non-Jo wish believers into the Christian congrega¬ 
tion without requiring ihem to get circumcised in 
the flesh. 

r Thereupon the disciple James, a half brother 
of Jesus, rose up and referred to the fulfillment of 
Hebrew prophecy in which God foretold how he 
foreknew that he would accept uncircumcised be¬ 
lievers from the non-Jewish nations into the con¬ 
gregation of Jesus Christ. James pointed out that 
since the year 607 B.C.E. the royal booth of King 
David had fallen down and lain in mins, lor, since 

6. When the Question of c-lrcuineislOa for nou-Jg wl.-ch believers 
Arose in the early Christian oongregai ion, whnt evidence was 
!:;<■■■ 'it for von*, l Aeration T 

i- (a) Was this Acceptance af non-JewlsIt believers inLo the 
Christian, congregation something that God had fore-told? <b) As 
shown by Jerries* what foretold action was Jehovah Cod rJ-vo 
taking as lo the royal ‘’booth of Dairld” ? 




GOl> VINDICATE® AS BEING NQ UAR 



that year, King David had had no active successor 
sitting on “Jehovah's throne" in Jerusalem. But 
now Jehovah God had anointed Jesus the descen¬ 
dant of David with holy spirit as the Permanent 
Heir of King Da\ id and had raised up this anoint¬ 
ed Jesus from the dead and had made him sit down 
at the right hand of Jehovah God in the heavens. 
In this way God had now rebuilt the ruins of the 
royal booth of Ktrig David that had fallen down. 

* Moreover, God was now joining to Jesus Christ 
as his joint heirs not only the remnant of Jews 
who remained faithful but also the believing peo- 
pli • from the Gentile nations, God putting his name 
Jehovah upon these Gentile believers also without 
requiring them to be circumcised in the flesh. God 
foretold this at least over 800 years in advance and 
he foretold it over his own name. 


**The disciple James commented on this fact of 
God’s foreknowledge, saying: “Brothers, hear me. 
Symeon has related thoroughly how God for the 
first time [in 36 C.E.l turned his attention to the 
nations to take out of them a people for his name. 
And with this the words of the Prophets agree, 
just as it is written [in Amos 9:11, 12, £*XX], 
‘After these things I shall return and rebuild the 
booth of David lhat is fallen down; and I shall 
rebuild its ruins and erect it again, in order that 
those who remain of the men may earnestly seek 
Jehovah, together with people of ail the nations, 
people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, 
who is doing these things, known from of old/ ” 
—Acts 15:1-18; Galatians 5:3, 4; 2:1-3. 

lft That was undeniable proof in those days of 
the Christian apostles that the same God, Jehovah, 
was then still alive and at work. He had then be¬ 


st. What imi Lh i; g tv»ft Ood extending evi*n to believing Gentile 
At ihis time, and how m advance hud he foretold riii*? 

LL Where in the Bible are these things recorded! 

10. Who Is the C lod of the Christian cortgrogai kwe tuui how could 
the early Christian! know that? 
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come the God of the Christian congregation made 
up not only of previously circumcised Jews but 
also of uncircumcised Italians, Greeks, and other 
non-Jewlsh nationalities. Long in advance Jehovah 
God had 4J known from of old" the things that He 
was then doing with the Christian congregation. 
" his proved that Jehovah was now the God of the 
Christian congregation, whereas he had aban¬ 
doned the unbelieving circumcised Jew’s, no longer 
favoring them above the Gentile nations. By defU 
nltely foreknowing and then foretelling what he 
would do at a certain time, he made It possible for 
his faithful worshipers to identify him as being 
the One who was Irresistibly doing the things that 
were taking place. 

11 This illustrates the kind consideration and 
loving provision of Jehovah God for his faithful 
worshipers. He has not kept secret from his people 
his movements and his contemplated works. He 
forewarned Noah and his family in order that 
they might prepare for their survival through the 
Flood. He forewarned his people concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 
GOT R.C.E. He forewarned his Jewish Christian 
worshipers by his Son Jesus Christ concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in t he 
year 70 CJE. He is now forewarning his Christian 
worshipers and witnesses concerning the oncoming 
destruction of this present system of things in the 
“war of the great day of God the Almighty.” The 
world in general does not take heed to the warn¬ 
ing and get saved. So his own works that he has 
foreknown as due to be performed down at the end 
of the system of things he has foretold for the 
benefit, of his worshipers today and has revealed 
them in his due time. 


u. Cite exsun plat to show (hut God has shown loving considera¬ 
tion fur his won vipers by telling them, In tidvanc®, of his works. 
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li: It is . list as the prophet Amos was inspired to 
say la Jehovah’s people in liic ninth century 
B,C.E.: “If a horn is blown in a city [to warn of 
an attack 1 f do not also the people themselves 
tremble? If a calamity occurs in the city [notably 
Jerusalem 1, is it not also Jehovah who has acted? 
For the Lord Jehovah will not do a tiling unless 
he has revealed his confidential matter to his ser¬ 
vants the prophets.” (Amos 3:6, 7) Such revela¬ 
tion places upon the prophets the responsibility to 
tell to the people the secret or confidential matter 
of Jehovah, that the people may be informed in 
advance and thus be able to take the right action. 
Jehovah has confidence in himself to foretell 
things because he knows that he will not prove to 
be a liar In respect to these things. lie reveals his 
deeds that he has foreknown that, when he does 
them, it may be correctly understood and appre¬ 
ciated that He is the One that did them and un¬ 
failingly carried out his word and will. 

151 Many centuries a_o Jehovah God foreknew his 
own works for these days in the “conclusion of the 
system of things/’ When the writing of all sixty- 
six books of the Holy Bible was finished by the end 
of the first century of our Common Era, He fin¬ 
ished declaring in advance his own works for the 
present day. (Revelation 1:1-3; 22:18, 19) From 
the written record we can see with eyes of dis¬ 
cernment that He is at work, doing these final 
things that he has declared from the beginning. 
The kingdom of his Christ has been bom in the 
heavens. The “war of the great day of God the 
Almighty” at Armageddon is unavei~tibly ap¬ 
proaching. (Revelation 12:1-10; 16:13-16) Also, 

12. Cut) Whw J eh mAh Inform* hi* jpxoi' r. - t - n advmire of the 
ihlltg* that lie will do. what responsibility liras It place on those 
prophets 7 (b) Because Jeliovsh has revi*nlnd bis ilmls In advance, 
wiiai 1* it possible Tor os to up predate when, they are fulfilled'.' 

13. <n % Where do we find God’s advance decimal ion of works that 
he would do In these days? Cb) la Cod doing those things that he 
fo retold T te) What Gwvas thul he has lore-told arc now draw in k 
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the thousand-year reign of his Son Jesus Christ in 
the rebuilt ‘"booth of David" is getting nearer for 
the everlasting deliverance and blessing of dis¬ 
tressed mankind. 

^Unbelieving, skeptical men will no longer be 
permitted to scoff at the existence, the name, the 
Word and the universal sovereignty of Jehovah 
God. By doing the works that he has foreknown 
and foretold, he will make their seeding die upon 
their lips. As he has repeatedly said, from the days 
of ancient Egypt onward, “the nations [the Egyp¬ 
tians and all others, including Those of today] will 
have to know that I am Jehovah/'* 

,a In these days of increasing violence and tur¬ 
bulence among peoples and nations Jehovah's 
words in Psalm 46:10 deserve our attont ion: “Give 
in, you people, and know that I am God. I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” Now is ihe time for enlightened in¬ 
telligent action. It behooves us to know that there 
is one living, true God and that this God is Jeho¬ 
vah. It is urgent upon us to know him now and 
acquaint ourselves with him now before he exe¬ 
cutes his vengeance upon men and nations who 
refuse to know him and come to peaceful relations 
with him. 

im In dealing w ith Him we are not fooling with 
an unreality. He is not like the gods of the ancient 
nations, who I utve proved to be no gods and whose 
worship must perish from the earth. His words 
and manifestations,''his prophecies and his historic 

* See Exodus 6:7; 7:5. 17; 8:22; 10:2; 29:46; 31:13; 
Deuteronomy 29:6; 1 Kings 20:13, 2 &; Isaiah. 49:23; 
Ezekiel 6:7. 10, 13; 36:23; 39:6, 28; Joel 2:27; 3:17, In 
Ezekiel's prophecy alone God declares more than sixty 
times his purpose to have individuals and narions 
"'know that I ajn Jehovah.'" 

14. How will Cod put to si Jen co the SJCOfTlhg of unbelievers. Slid 
wiiat win they have to know? 

15, What ie It urgent lor all of its to do now? 

1C, What kind of Cud. Jehovail, and us what, has ho alre^uly 

been vindicated ? 
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deeds clown till the? present time, prove that he is 
a living personal Reality. He alone is the most 
high and all-powerful God, and the worship of 
Him must at last pervade all ttie realm of living 
creation in heaven and on earth. Hie has already 
vindicated himself as being no liar but as being 
“the God of truth.'* ( Psalm 31:5) We do ourselves 
an everlasting benefit to seek his goodwill now. 
“Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will 
be saved.”—Acts 2:21; Joel 2:32; Romans 10:13. 




CHAPTER 



Become One 
of God’s "Men 
of Good Will* 


since first the words we ire spo¬ 
il early two thousand years ago, 
have they lost their heartwarming appeal: “Glory 
to God in the highest: and on earth peace to men 
of good will.” These were the words, not of men 
on earth, but of heavenly creatures. God-fearing 
angels. In glory they appeared to shepherds who 
were watching their sheep by night in the fields 
outside Bethlehem at the time that the virgin Jew¬ 
ess Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God. 
(Luke 2:4-14, Dy) The words then spoken showed 
how angels felt about the birth of the Son of God 
as a human babe. 

” Aside from being charmed by the angels’ 
beautiful words, how do we feel about that act o:f 
God in sending his only-begotten Son to be born 
on earth as an infant? Do we, with the angels, feel 
that ‘glory in the highest* should be given to God? 
Those angels were higher than men, and they felt 
that such glory should be given to God in the 
highest. We are men, but are we ‘men of good 

1. What words spoken to near Bethlehem show how 

an>rct& felt oJjout Lite human birth of the Son of God r ‘ 

Z What questions Should. w« ask ourselves About this matter'' 

094 


How to 



ker 
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will" to whom peace from God belongs? In our 
hearts we want, to be such, 

' How can we make sure that we are *he “men 
of good will” to whom the ‘'peace" is assured? 
Can we do so by having goodwill toward God and 
his Son? Can we do so by havin' merely kindly 
religious sentiments toward God, that is to say, to 
the heavenly Father of the Son who on earth took 
the name of Jesus? Hardly that! Why so? Because 
the very people among whom the Son of Got) was 
bom as one of their own race and nation had 
kindly religious sentiments toward his heavenly 
Father, Jehovah God. But has that people, the 
natural descendants of the patriarch Abraham, 
had the peace that is promised to “men of good 
will”? Human history from the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans in the year 70 CJC. down 
to the present day shouts back No* Why lias that 
been so with that nation, favored as it was with 
being entrusted with all thirty-nine books of the 
inspired Hebrew Scriptures? To help us to under¬ 
stand why, a circumcised man of their own race, 
a one-time Pharisee among hem, said: 

4 “What, then, is the superiority of the Jew, or 
what is the benefit of the circumcision? A great 
deal in every way. First of all, because they were 
entrusted with tile sacred pronoun cements of God. 
What, then, is the case? If some did not express 
faith, will their lack of faith perhaps make the 
faithfulness of God without effect? Never may 
that happen! But let God be found true, though 
every man be found a liar, even as it is written: 
‘That you might be proved righteous [or, justified] 
in your words and might win when you are being 
judged.' " “The good will of my heart and my sup- 

3, (a) !>o« lw*lnp one of the “men of Rood will" mean that we 
ircriily kindly wllltotw sentliaftots toward ■ IT- 

does the situation with the truurtU dasccntikrota of Abraham show 
this? 

4- Although being entrusted with th<* * ‘sacred pranmim-r:m'.nu of 
Ood" unci having a "stein 1 for Goil," in what tild tho Jews in 
general fjiii to exercise faith t 
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plication to Cod for them are, indeed, for their 
salvation. For I bear them witness that they have 
a zeal for Cod* but not according to accurate 
knowledge; for, because of not knowing the righ¬ 
teousness of God but seeking to establish their 
own, they did not subject themselves to the righ¬ 
teousness of God. For Christ is the end of the 
Law, so that everyone exercising faith may have 
righteousness.”■—Romans 3:1-4, A r TV/ NEB; AV; 
10:1-4; Psalm 51:4. 

* Those zealous stickers to the Law given 
through Moses had kindly religious sentiments 
toward God. However, because of lack of faith they 
did not have goodwill toward his Son. Now, if they 
did not have goodwill toward His only-begotten 
Son, how could they really have goodwill toward 
Jehovah God? They could not do so, in spite of all 
that they might say. They had a zeal toward God, 
but it was not according to accurate knowledge. 
They refused to take in the additional knowledge 
concerning the “righteousness of God” that is 

gained, not through self-justifying works of the 
Mosaic Law, but through faith in the atonement 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. For that reason God 
could not keep up his goodwill toward them. Be¬ 
cause of their conduct in not subjecting themselves 
to the “righteousness of God/’ lxis goodwill toward 
them as a chosen nation ceased. They did not be¬ 
come men of God’s goodwill.—Amos 3:1, 2. 

* From this Bible illustration it becomes clear to 
us that the important thing to have is God’s good¬ 
will toward us, not what we imagine to be our 
goodwill toward God. We must become men hav¬ 
ing God’s goodwill. The greatest man of God’s 
goodwill, or God’s greatest ‘man of goodwill/ was 

5. Why did those people who continued to stick to the Luw given 
through Moms Iiwp God's goodwill ? 

T. taJ Which is more Important! our fceliiiF. that we have good* 
wiil toward God or our huvlne Gel's goodwill toward us? (B) A* 
recorded by Inal Ah, what did Jehovah prophetically say about hi* 
goodwill for Jesus Christ and bis dhdples? 
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Jesus Christ when on earth. In the Hebrew Set ip- 
tures, in Isaiah 49:8, 9 t God spoke prophetically 
of his goodwill toward Jesus Christ and his dis¬ 
ciples, saying: 

7 “This is what Jehovah has said: Tn a time of 
good will I have answered you, and in a day of 
salvation I have helped you; and I kept safeguard¬ 
ing you that I might give you as a covenant for 
the people, to rehabilitate the land, to bring about 
the repossessing of the desolated hereditary pos¬ 
sessions, to say to tile prisoners, “Come out!” to 
ihose who are in the darkness, “Reveal your¬ 
selves!” * ** —NTV, edi tion of 19o8, marginal reading, 

■ The application of those prophetic words was 
widened out to refer also to Christ's footstep fol¬ 
lowers, when the Christian apostle Paul wrote un¬ 
der inspiration, as follows: “Sharing in God's 
work, wc urge this appeal upon you: you have re¬ 
ceived the grace of God; do not let it go for 
nothing. God's own words are: ‘In the hour of my 
favour I gave heed to you; on the day of deliver¬ 
ance I came lo your aid/ The hour of favour has 
now come; now, T say, has the day of deliverance 
dawm»d.’'—2 Coid Juans 6:1, 2, NE.D, 

11 There is a very" strong reason why the apostle 
Paul reminds Christians to take advantage of Je¬ 
hovah's “time of good will” and Jehovah's “day of 
salvation/’ and not misuse the opportunity. This 
favorable time stands in contrast with Jehovah's 
“day of vengeance/' One sabbath day, when 
preaching to the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus 
Christ put these two periods in contrast with each 
other when he read from Isaiah 61:1, 2, which 
says: “The spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me, 
for the reason that Jehovah has anointed me to 

8. On the b.iEls of thjit prophecy. what ilid. the apostle Pan! urge 
t:hrb:l\< follower- tn dtK' 

9. With wont did Jesus show that Jehovah's “year of j^ood will** 
Is coni routed. Ulid haw ? 
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tell good ncw-s to the mock ones. He lias sent mo 
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to those taken captive and the wide opening of 
the eyes even to the prisoners; to proclaim the 
year of good will on the part of Jehovah and the 
day of vengeance on the part of our Cod.”—Luke 
4:16-19; 21:20-22. 

!f1 The “day of vengeance on the part of our 
God” is rapidly getting closer with respect to Bab¬ 
ylon the Great and her political paramours. {Reve¬ 
lation 17:1 to IS:2D; 19:1, 2) Now, already so late 
in the day. it is urgent for us to take to heart the 
words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2 and seek 
God s favor or goodwill. 

In this brief “hour of favour,” this "day of 
deliverance/* this "year of good will on the part 
of Jehovah/* he is offering to mankind "grace” or 
undeserved kindness- This is something too pre¬ 
cious for us to spurn, refusing it. How can we 
avail ourselves of it and gain God’s goodwill? The 
apostle Paul tells us how to do so in the preceding 
lines of his same letter, writing; 

13 "But all things are from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us the min¬ 
istry of the reconciliation, namely, that God was 
by means of Christ reconciling a world to himself, 
not reckoning to them their trespasses, and he 
committed the word of the reconciliation to us. 
We are therefore ambassadors substituting for 
Christ, as though- God were making entreaty 
through us. As substitutes for Christ we beg: ‘Be¬ 
come reconciled to God-’ The one [Jesus Christ] 
who did not know sin he j Jehovah GodJ made to 
be sin [ or, a sin offering] for us, that we might 
become God’s righteousness by means of him/* 
—2 Corinthians 5:13*21 

10, Why is It urgent for us to sock God\: ..-J-iKlwill now? 

11. n As Evrlidiied by the apo:.t It- Paul, how can we avail oup- 
suis cs of God's undeserved kindness urui gain his goodwill? 
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13 In ancient times ‘'ambassadors’* were sent to 
a nation that was at war or that threatened war, 
in order to bring about peaceful relations between 
those who were at enmity with each other. (Isaiah 
33:7; Luke 14:31* 32; 19:14) All mankind, in¬ 
heritors of sin and imperfection from the sinner 
Adam, are naturally at enmity with Jehovah God. 
We could not meet God's perfect requirements, and 
so God lovingly, mercifully, took steps to make it 
possible for us to meet his requirements for gain¬ 
ing everlasting life in happiness. 

14 God took the first steps to reconcile us to him- 

st ir. 1 1 > win u.v over to friendliness to him, to ren¬ 
der us no more opposed to him, to bring us into 
agreement and harmony with him. For this reason 
he sent his Son, who “did not know sin,” to become 
a perfect man and to "be sin for us,” to die as a 
human sin offering, in order to relieve us of the 
charge and penalty of sin. Being relieved of the 
charge of sin in this way, we could appear righ¬ 
teous in God's eyes, “become God’s righteousness 
by means of him.’* 

Colossians 1:21 T 22 the apostle Paul says; 

‘ Indeed, you who were once alienated and enemies 
because your minds were on the works that were 
wicked, he now has again reconciled by means of 
that one’s fleshly body through his death, in order 
to present you holy and unblemished and open to 
no accusation before him.” 

18 In Romans 5:6-11 the apostle Paul remarks on 
how God took the flrsl steps to show us favor, 
when he writes: “Christ, while we were yet weak, 
died for ungodly men at the appointed time. For 
hardly will anyone die for a righteous man; in¬ 
deed, for the good man, perhaps, someone even 

13. 14. Ca) "The reference here 1o * ainbassndors'* bnp)ir-s wtuit cu 
to man's position in relation to Gad ? ib) Who look the First steps 
to eftret otir rcL'cmclljaUOn to GOd. nu<l haw? 

15. What r|>» CoJossinrts 1:21. 22 say about this provision for 
reconciliation and. Its ertt*ci ? 

15. How docs Roman* 5r5-11 emphasize the love Shown by God 
In taking the first steps to show us favor ? 
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dares to die. Hut Cod recommends his own love 
to us in that* while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. Much more, therefore, since we have 
been declared righteous now by liis blood, shall we 
be saved through him from wrath. For if, when 
we were enemies, we became reconciled to Cod 
through the death of his Son, much more, now that 
we have become reconciled, \vc shall be saved by 
his life. And not only that, but we are also exult¬ 
ing in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received the reconciliation/’ 

17 So, then, to come under Jehovah’s goodwill, 
what must we do? We have to recognize that we 
arc sinners i macceptable to God and that we need 
to be reconciled to God. Certainly if God has no 
pleasure in sin, we need to feel sorrow because of 
our sins, repent of our sins. This will lead us to 
convert, turn around and go in the direction oppo¬ 
site from that of the sinful way of this world. 
That was what the apostle Peter told the Jews 
shortly after Jesus died and was resurrected and 
returned to God in heaven: “In this way God has 
fulfilled the things he announced beforehand 
through the mouth of all the prophets, that his 
Christ would suffer. Repent., therefore, and turn 
around so as to get your sins blotted out, that 
seasons of refreshing may come from the person 
of Jehovah/ 1 —Acts 3:18, 19. 

tH Since Jesus Christ is God*s High Priest and he 
o tiered himself as a^sin offering to God for us, we 
can experience the lifting of the condemnation and 
charge of sin through his sacrifice. This obliges us 
to accept his sacrifice for us, exorcising faith in it 
and its power to cleanse us from sin. So we must 
confess our sins to God and beg him to relieve us 

17. What must wc do if wi* arc 10 pomt? wider Jahovah's froodwlli. 
and how t& tills maili* <’lct»r by what the apostil? Petfr , c ;aldT 
114, 15. In) I Tow can we avail out^filvi's at God's provision to 
relieve us of the ri t n Jem nation at sin? (b) What <Lld the apostle 
Paul ay to the Jews, cmphMielitf that men cannot make them¬ 
selves rlshtevvft? 
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of the charge of sin through the ransom sacrifice 
of his Son Jesus Christ. The apostle Peter pointed 
out this fact to the first uncircumcised Gentile 
believer, the Italian Cornelius; “This is the One 
decreed by God lo he judge of the living and the 
dead. To him all the projihets bear witness, that 
everyone put ling faith in him gets forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” (Acts 10:42, 43) We can¬ 
not make ourselves righteous. The apostle Paul 
emphasized that fact to the Jews, who were trying 
to render themselves righteous by works of the 
Law, saying: 

,! * if Let it therefore be known to you, brothers, 
that through this One a forgiveness of sins is being 
published to you; and that from all the things from 
which you could not be declared guiltless by means 
of the law of Moses. . y ryone who believes is de¬ 
clared guiltless by means of this One [that is, 
Jesus ChristJ."—Acts 13:38, 39, 

9a Thus our reconciliation to God is through 
Jesus Christ. So, after we repent of our sins and 
convert to righteousness, what do we need to do 
in order to continue righteous in God's sight? We 
need to become followers of bis Son Jesus Christ. 
This means that we must imitate him. How? Well, 
although he “came to be under law 1 * by being born 
of a Jewish virgin and although he was dedicated 
to God as Mary’s firstborn son on the fortieth day 
at Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem, yet at the age 
of thirty years he dedicated his earthly life fully 
to God. Why? In order to serve the interests of 
God’s kingdom that John the Baptist was then 
preaching and also to reconcile mankind to God. 
Hence he went to John the Baptist to get baptized 
and thus give an outward symbol of this dedica¬ 
tion to God to do God’s special will. (Galatians 4: 

30, 31. (a) Who.w followers must we become It wt are to continue- 

rlfiiiSi'OUM In Coil's .'itght? <l»> Why vns Jcstix haptigietl hy John 
the Baptist ? <e> At mat time what expression tJirtUo lf>nj£ befoi*o 
in Uu* Psalms applied to 
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4; Luke 2:22-27; Leviticus 12:3-4; Luke 3:21-23) 
What was recorded long previous in Psalm 40:6-8 
then applied to Jesus, and that this is the correct 
application Hebrews 10:5-9 assures us, saving: 

=1 “When he comes into the world he says: 
4 “Sacrifice and offering [of animalsj you LGodj 
did not want, but you prepared a body for me. You 
did not approve of whole burnt offerings and sin 
offering [by means of animalsj.” Then I said, 
'Look! 1 am come tin the rail of the book it is 
written about me) to do your will, O God/ 4 ' After 
fit's! saying: ‘You did not want nor did you ap¬ 
prove of sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt 

offering and sin offer¬ 
ing'—sacrifices that arc 

offered according to the 
Law—then he actually 
says: ‘Lookr I am come 
to do your will/ ” 

33 Jesus as a sinless, 
perfect man needed no 
repentance an* conver¬ 
sion. Hut we as born 
sinners do need to re¬ 
pent and convert. Then, 
after we do repent and 
convert from sin, we 
must imitate Jesus as 
our “Leader” by mak¬ 
ing a dedication of our¬ 
selves to God and sym¬ 
bolizing this dedication 
by baptism in water. We 
must be completely sub¬ 
merged as Jesus was at 
his baptism. (Matthew 23:10; 3:13-16) This is the 
very thing that the resurrected Jesus Christ com¬ 
manded before he left his apostle.; and ascended to 



2££. Why should wo, too, lac baptized? 
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heaven. He said: “All authority has been given me 
in heaven and on the earth. Go therefore and make 
disci plea of people of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the holy spirit, teaching Them to observe 
all the things I have commanded you."—Matthew 
28:18-20. 

24 Therefore, after we are baptized in water, we 
must hold fast to our dedication and be careful to 
do ns Jesus Christ said, “observe all the things I 
have commanded you.” We learn what alt these 
commanded things are by making a personal study 
of the Holy Bible. It will be most helpful to us to 
have a personal copy of the Bible for our own use. 
Besides that, wo must associate with other dedi¬ 
cated, baptized disciples of Jesus Chris 1 ! and be¬ 
come part of the congregation of believers and at.- 
tend its regular meetings. If we desire to hold 
firmly to our faith and our dedication, we will 
earnestly do what is commanded in Hebrews 10: 

24, 25: 

- 1, “Let us consider one another to Incite to love 
and fine works, not forsaking the gathering of 
ourselves together, as some have the custom, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more so as 
you behold the day drawing near.” 

rt> This explains why the dedicated, baptized wit¬ 
nesses of Jehovah of today have their gathering 
places known as Kingdom Halls, all around our 
earmly globe, and regularly meet In them, with 
brotherly Christian love. More than 23,000 con¬ 
gregations do so, in more than 190 lands. 

2^;. 24, C l) What must w<* be careful to do afti*r our br.pUsm? 
Hi) How can we learn oil these thing* that Jesus h«u commanded t 
(e) With whom #hfiu1d we ufttocJ anti how can we heed thii 
command recorded at Hebrews 10:24. 25? 

25. Where do Jehovah’s wltnesu;^ hold their meeting? 
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** However, there is a great work for the Chris¬ 
tian congregation world wide to do* Happily, by our 
repentance, conversion, dedication and baptism 
and becoming Christ’s disciples, vve have become 
God's “men of good will/* and wc enjoy peace with 
God through Christ. What, though, about the rest 
of mankind? They continue at enmity toward God. 
Meanwhile the “year of good will on the purl of 
Jehovah” is fast ending and the "day of vengeance 
on the part of our God” is getting closer. People 
in the midst of the world who may want to escape 
destruction in God’s "'day of vengeance” need to 
“become reconciled to God." Just as God did in the 
case of the apostle Paul and his companion Tim¬ 
othy, so he has "committed the word of the recon¬ 
ciliation to us/' because vve are his “men of good 
will/' 

~ T That precious word is meant to be delivered to 
others, and vve who are dedicated to do God’s will 
must therefore use that “word of the reconcilia¬ 
tion" by delivering it to those needing recon¬ 
ciliation. With this word we must go to them as 
“substitutes for Christ” and be it them: “Become 
reconciled to God." This will lead to their deliver¬ 
ance and salvation.—2 Corinthians 5: 1 S-20; 1:1. 

*• Jehovah God has in reservation immense 
goodness and joy for his faithful people. As his 
dedicated people who follow Jesus Christ wc have 
the heartfelt longing like that expressed by the 
psalmist; "Itemember me, O Jehovah, with the 
good will toward your people. Take ea re of me with 
your salvation, that I may sec the goodness to 
your chosen ones, that I may rejoice with the re¬ 
joicing of your nation, that I may make my boast 

36. 37. Wjiy is it lircc-fit far us to Help olbi ' n» b« . ome rpcomriled 
to Cod. find, to that end, what Has Clod committed to his **jn«vn of 
sood will* ’ ? 

38. Wtiut lont'Lm; expressed by the ii&ilmtet do dedicated 
Christ i "Hi luve, t- v .: i. *•. n U .i cw that lbe> n t <■ no; 

iihont it ? 
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with your inheritance [the people whom yon in¬ 
herit 1." (Psalm 106;4, 5) We should not be selfish, 
but we should feel urged to help others to share in 
such joy and goodness from Jehovah God through 
his Son Jesus Christ* We can do so. 

** By what vvc see in fulfillment of Bible proph¬ 
ecy we know that we are in the “conclusion of the 
system of things** and that the full end of it is 
nearing. In connection with our work of recon¬ 
ciliation Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 24: 

14 is now due for realization: “This 
good news of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the inhabited earth 
for a witness to all the nations; and 
then the end will come." Jesus* 
dedicated followers, God’s “men of 
good will,” arc the ones appointed 
to do this Kingdom preaching. 

They are doing it, for Jehovah’s dedi¬ 
cated, baptized Christian witnesses are 
preaching the good news of God’s established king¬ 
dom of the heavens in more than 160 languages, 
in more than 190 lands. In apostolic fashion they 
are doing this, that is to say, "publicly and from 

house to house.” (Acts 20:20; 5: 
40-42 i The persecution as foretold 
in Matthew 24:9-13 does not stop 
them. They do not fear men who 
can kill only the body but not the 
soul; rather, they fear God, who 
can resurrect t hem From the dead. 
—Matthew 10:26-28. 

*" As a result of the preaching 
till now, particularly from the 

—9 Whnt U;d Jesus ftiy would hr* preached In ri |] t,he 

inhabited < ;;rili nt (.his tlitre. and who ore the ones that do lilts 
T>] L r- v i i! rr l: (b) tn whirl. v.Eiy is th ! s. work rtone? it. - * Wr.j. Cor-:, 

persecution not stop those carryinjg thU mood news 
3U- (a) VVhO Are responding to (he preaching, and tmijcr vvlyv:., 
rnre dp they com is ? (bf When. Gort'a vengeance It avfcuted, on the 
wicked, whul will his appointed Kins say to these “men Of rood 
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year 1935, a "great crowd" of symbolic sheep are 
being gathered during what time yet remains of 
God’s "year of good will.” The Lamb of God, as 
the "Fine Shepherd,” is leading them toward their 
attainment of everlasting life in perfection on the 
Paradise earth. (Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:14- 
16) Because they are numbered among God’s "men 
of good will," the King-Shepherd puts them on the 
right side of his royal throne. When the “day of 
vengeance on the part of our God” arrives at God’s 
appointed time, what will the King say to them? 
“Come, you %vho have my Father’s blessing. In¬ 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
founding of the world.”—Matthew 25:31-34. 

S1 Such "men of good will” thus living will sur¬ 
vive the "day of vengeance on the part of our 
God/’ They will inherit the earthly realm of the 
heavenly kingdom that God purposed from the 
founding of the world of mankind. Any "men of 
good will” who may have died before the "day of 
vengeance of our God” destroys the goatish, un¬ 
reconciled enemies of God will enter into this 
earthly inheritance by means of the resurrection 
of the dead,—Matthew 25:41-46; 22:31, 32, 

* z Toward the end of the Holy Bible the apostle 
John wrote these words: "And the one sealed on 
the throne said: 'Look! 1 am making all things 
new/ Also, he says: 'Write, because these words 
are faithful and true/ And he said to me: 'They 
have come to pass!*," (Revelation 21:5, 6) Jeho¬ 
vah God, seated on his heavenly throne, is certain 
that all the things in his Holy Word for the future 
wall come to pass. To him i hey are as already hav¬ 
ing come to pass. These are the “t hings in which it 


31. («> What La the Inheritance that nwii 11.s them beyond God'S 
"Guy nr vengeance”7 Il»> Will tticiee "men of Rood wUi who may 
have died, before tlirn there in that tWloPitanceT 

32. 4a > At R+^-ekllftn 21:5. 6, how does God express confidence In 
tlie fulfillment of these promises, and why can we share that 
confidence? Oil Uow does Psalm rio I'xpm-'i the Joyful lot that can 
he ours as God's ‘‘men of good wiir'r 
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Is impossible for God to lie.” (Hebrews 6:18) It is 
the highest wisdom on our part to take God at his 
word and live in harmony with his Word of truth 
as his blessed "rnen of good will. 11 

“Being under his anger is for a moment, being 
under his good will is for a lifetime. In the evening 
weeping may take up lodging, but in the mornin,!: 
there is a joyful cry. O Jehovah, in your good will 
you have made my mountain to stand In strength. 

. , . You have changed my memrning into dancing 
for me; you have loosened my sackcloth, and you 
keep me girded with rejoicing, m order that my 
glory may make melody to you and not keep silent- 
O Jehovah my God. to time indefinite I will laud you.” 

— Psalm 30:5, 7, 11, 12, 
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One"* joy aver finding something good is 
doubled by sharing it t eith others. Doubt* 
less, after reading this bo&fy, "7 flings in 
Which It Is Impossible for Cad la Lied* 
you feel a great and deep joy. You arc 
eager to share, with other deserving ones 
your joy at finding the hearts a ti s fy in g 
things of God's “ u'ord of truth .** Fee ling 
the same desire to share, ice are happy to 
advise that you may have additional copies 
of this boolt at 50c a copy, these to be 
sent, postpaid, lo any address that you 
designate around the globe, 

—Tuf. Publishers 



ROW CAN YOU GAIN ADDED BENEFIT FRONT COD S WORD? 

Bv obtaining the outstanding 052 -p*ige book ‘M// 
Stripture Is Inspir' d of Gad and Henefh ml." In this 
volume the sixty*six books of the Bible airi* epitomized, 
one at n time. Main ideas are highlighted and partieu- 
\it r attention is directed to the practical value of these 
inspired Scriptures. Part. Two of this volume contains 
ten special si li dies on the inspired Scriptures and their 
background, such as "A Visit to the Promised Laml/’ 
“V ing Events in the Stream of Time/* and ^Ar- 
chaco logy Supports the Inspired Record/* Included are 
nuips, illustrations and many informative charts such 


as '.Main 7/vents of -Tesus* Earthly Sojourn** and 
^Outstanding Prophecies Concerning Jesus and Their 
Fulfillment/* Park-blue hardbound cover. "All Scrip¬ 
ture Is Inspired of God o<>d fit m/v.W* will be sent 
anywhere, postpaid> for $ I a copy. 



BIBLE TRUTHS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 

Would you like to find pointed scriptures f\uiekly 
on almost any subject embraced by the Biblof I>o you 
have questions or personal problems that Bible counsel 
could help It! solve rf you had self-evident scriptures 
grouped by subject 1 Seriptures on 123 principal sub¬ 
jects are at your fingertips for instant uso in the book 
*\l/«/i‘e Suns of All Things; Hold Fast to What fs 
Fine** The subject coverage of this handbook ranges 
from “Angels" to “Work” and in between you will 
find scriptures that set out dearly all the main Bible 
doctrines plus scriptures on such subjects a 4 “Deci¬ 
sions/’ “Eiteniimgeniejit,” “Kvolution/* "'Holidays/' 
“"Marriage/* “Prophecy*’ and “Settling Personal Dif¬ 
ferences/* The book is designed for speedy reference. 
It will be sent to yon for 75 cents. To order it, sec 
the addresses on page 4 K>. 




WHAT IS "BABYLON THE GREAT"? 

The mystical ^Babylon the Orrat^ is mentioned in 
the last book of L he Bible, Revelation, There it is enm- 
manded: "Get out of Her, tny people, it* you do not 
want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not 
want to receive part of her plagues/'' (lievelal ion 18: 
4) But how can yon "get out of her” if you cannot 
identify “Babylon the Great”? To get a complete un¬ 
derstanding of what “Babylon the Great’* is, do not 
fail to obtain and read the revealing book 

"Bobylon the Great Has Fallen! 1 ' 

God's Kingdom Roles! 

Only 75c 

Tills scholarly work of 704 pages 
is actually two books in one. Its 
first section considers ancient Bab¬ 
ylon and its relation with Go«Ps 
people and contains a verse- by- 
verse discussion of large portions 
of the Bible books of Daniel, Isaiah 
and Jeremiah* Part Two includes 
a verse-by-verse consideration of Revelation chapters 
14 through 22, focusing attention on modern-day 
‘'Babylon the (Treat.** 

Tt is most urgent 1.o understand Babylon's history, 
fall and final destruction, for this throws light on its 
counterpart "Babylon the Great/* The book of Revela¬ 
tion shows- that "Babylon the Great" exercises ruling 
authority today—long after ancient Babylon's desola¬ 
tion. 

Since your very own life hinges on your under¬ 
standing the mystery of “Babylon the Great," take the 
lifesaving course that God reveals ns this mystery 
reaches its climax* Act now! Obtain *"J$abyl-on ihs 
Great Has Fallenl” Gad’s Kingdom Rides! Sent, post¬ 
paid, for 75 cents* 














GOD'S WORD LIVES WHEN YOU READ 


the New World Translation 
of the Holy Scrip t u res, 
a complete Bible in modern 
speech for only $1. 

Char, understandable Language 
brings t ie intended meaning 
plainly to the readers mind. TJie 
New tl4>r£c2 Trans?ation of the 
Hoty Scriptures hrings to life the 
force* beauty and sense of the original writings. 

Faithfulness to original-language texts an<l its con¬ 
sistency of rendering make its tise satisfying. 

The New World Translation docs not. obscure the 
name of the Most Iligh <:ud, Jehovah. It dignifies it 
by restoring it to its rightful place in the text. 

Paragraph divisions aid you in reading, and descrip¬ 
tive page headings quickly inform you as to the subject 
contents on each page. 

REGULAR EDITION: With Concordance, Appen¬ 
dix, mnpH, illustrations. Bound in green vinyl, mea¬ 
sures TW* x 5" x 1%"- Special Bible paper, 1,472 
pages. Originally published in six volumes, now ap¬ 
pears in a revised edition in this one volume, for $ 1 , 

DELTJTTN EDITION: Same features, but black or 
maroon flexible cover, gold-edged pages. $2,50 each. 

POCKET EDITION: Only x 4*4" * 1" red 

edging on pages. $1.50 per copy, 

LAJiOE-PR I NT EDITION: Barge type* excellent for 
careful study, copious marginal references and helpful 
footnotes. Contains original edition of the New World 
Translation* now in one volume. Measures x 5" 

x 214 ", 3,648 pages. $4.50 a copy. 



















CHIEF OFFICE AND OFFICIAL ADDRFSS OF 

Wfttch Tower Bible 4L Tract Society of Ponnaylvania 
Watchtowtr Bible find Tract Society of New York, Inc. 
(international Bible Students Association 

12* Colombia Heights,. Brooklyn, New York 11£0T» U-S-A. 

ADDRESSES OF ©RANCH OFFICES; 

ALASKA 99SU: 1438 Modlra Street, Anchorage. ARGENTINA: Calls Hon¬ 
duras 384C--V-:, Doenes Alrc* 14. AU&tfcALlA: 11 B#ax=fnrd Raa<J„ StPRi'-b- 
ficJd, N.S.W. AUSTRIA: CaUffA&Sf 44. Vienna IXTJJ. BAHAMAS: Box 1247, 
Nassau. N-P. BELGIUM: 28 Ave, Cert, j-iifionliower. Schar-rbeek-Brusnels, 
KfRLIH, KIS1ERH 6EI8MY. *5-50 B ■ * nsllrr, Ch&rlotLcnburff 9. BO¬ 
LIVIA: Caslllft Nq, 1440, La Paz. BRAZIL: Ilua Llctalo Cardoso, 330, KiO 
de Janeiro, CB, ZC-15. BRITISH GUI AHA. 50 Brick dun, Ckor|Gtowa 1L 
RRITI5H HONDURAS: Bax 3HT, B-uIl:e. BL'IIMA: PO. Box A3, Rnnsioon. 
CAMEFIOUM, REA FEB. DU: B.P, 5-132. Douala Atwa. CANADA; 190 Bridge - 
land Ave.. Toronto 10. Ontario. CEKTAAL Arm CAR n l PUBLIC; B.P, 99, 
Bangui. CCYLIN; II Balrvlihi Lane, CdDmbo 3. CHILL: CafTco 13, 
CnsilLs Jfll'V, Sunilajp) CllMMUU: Apartado Aerro 2587. Barran^UlllA. 
CONGO, AT PUBLIC QF THh B.P. 7400. Leopold v Li: - L. CflM&n REPiJLLIC; 

il.y i 1?r 0=2avI i le COSTA FI G A; A -r-.-» f.>i 2'»O. K:J m 4. tv ft: 

AvcmMa 15 Nun. 4&H8, Almernlfirci, Msrianao, Havana. CYPRUS: P.O. 
U ox 1000, Nicosia. Dm MARK r Kiii’.g.-vrjj'n iuT Yiruxn Copenhadon, 
DOM I Hi can At PUBLIC: Avert Id. a Franda 93. Santo Domini-: 0 ■ ECUADOR: 
GnrHIb 4512, GutiyaqtilL EIRE: 95 Lindsay ltd., Dublin 3. EL 
SALVADOR: Apartado 401, San Salvador, ENGLAND: Watch Tower 
House, Tbe RtdCoway, London N-W. 7, Till* Box 23. Suva. FlKlfl-NO: 
Puutarhatlc 3|, TthtrurJl. 1 . TllAMC£: 81. rue du T"'- -clu-Jour. BOU- 
loEtie-BLUancourt t Seine I . GERMANY tWE&TEfrUl: Ain Kuhihtck. Postfaiih 
I3tf25, 163 i Wiesbaden-I Jo till AHA. WEST AFRICA: Box 7iS0. Accra. 

GREECE: Ho. 4 KartiU St., Athens fill. GUADELOUPE: B.F. 230. Point*- 
i-ritre, GUATEMALA; 11 Avcnlii 5-87. Guatemala 1. HAITI: Poll Box 
185, Fort-au-Prince. HAWAII &581.4: 122ft PerecacaLn St,. H-oftojulu, 

HRNDffffAS. Apai'^ido 147. TcGUcLpilpA. HRIKC KOAC: 312 Prince Edwurtl 
MUX., SkoM Floor, Kowloon, let LAND: P.D. Ti-r-v 25 J, Fley kj:iviK. 
INDIA: Sou tb Avenue, JLmto Crux. Bombay 34, IW DON ESI A; KotaJrpta* 
2105. Djakarta. ITALY: Via Monte (Viatel* 32 (Monte Sacroi. Rome, 
JAMAICA. W.I.: 41 Tr.iEaljjar He!., 10, JAPAN: 1 Toyoofca-Cho, 

Shlhamlla. MLnato-Ku, Takanawa Tokyo. iflF34N; I low 163K. 

Amman. KtNYA; Box TTR8, Nadrobl. KOREA: P.O. Box 7. K-xjucmun^ku 
P.D,. Seoul. LESANOt; P.O. Box 1122. Beirut. LEEWARD ISLANDS. W.I.: 
Mr-r ] 10, St, Johns, An liit na. LIBERIA: P.O. Box 171. Monrovia. 
LUXCM&DDNC: 105, me Adolphe Fii^hcr. Luxembourg G.Ll. MALAGASY 
nrPUILtlC: 31, avenue Dab. :id. Andravoalutn;; -Haul. TfiUaflarlve. 
MALAWI; Box S3, Rbatyrc. MALAYSIA: 33 T .le R-jad, Singapore 15. 
MAURITIUS' 12, me Lrhmn, Rose FT in MEXICO: Calxada Melchor 
Ocampo 71, Mexico 4, D,F. MSRftlXQ: D. Piccnne, B.P. 1023 Principal, 
Tat:izl* r, NETHCRl AN[?8: VoorburKstrr.at 70, Amsterdam J7. METfctflLAHDS. 
ANTILLES' Ooirtertw?etidraat 11, WUknut'.i, Car-nio. NEWFOUNDLAND, 
CANADA: 238 PwmywoJ] Bd . St. John's. HEW ZEALAND: GZ1 New Marita 
TTd , Auckland S WT. 1. NICARAGUA: Anartaeio 1B3. ManaRua, n.N, 
NIGERIA. WIST AFRICA: P.O. Box 104. ¥aba, Colony 'uiFWAY: Inkojrnito- 
Kuten 20 14.. Oslo. PAKISTAN: 8-JS HRbibtillr.li Rd.. Lahore PANAMA: 
Apartado 1388, Panama. PAPUA: Box 113,. Port Mqn-Mby. PARAGUAY; 
Carilln de Corrco 482. Anucion. PERU: Carina No. 3178, Mirnflorwv;. 
Lima. PHILIPPINE Hi PUBLIC: 189 RocmevoU Ave.. San Francisco del 
3donte, Quezon City, PUERTO RICH 00909: 704 Calk? Lafayette, Pda. 21, 
Santurce. RHODE It <4: P.O. Box 1442, Salisbury. SIENNA UftHE: Box 
13-:. Freetown. SOUTH AFRICA: Private Bak 3, P.O, XJands/antela. 
Tmnirvnat- SURINAM: Box 42. WlcherRtr. 6. PfimitiftribO, SWEDEN: 
JAkotuhCT-g. SWITZERLAND: AUm«KDlraS3*- 39, 3000 Berne 22. TAIWAN 
{REPUBLIC 8F CHINA/: Mo. 5 Lane 80. Yun-Ho :<t . Taipei. THAILAND; 
Box in. Bangkok. TRINIDAD. W.l: 21 Taylor St., Woodbrook, Port of 
Spain. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 117 Adams St.. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
13201. URUGUAY: Francisco Bauza 3372, Montevideo. VENEZUELA: Avda. 
Honduras, Quinta Lux, Urb. Las Acacias, Caracas, D.F. ZAMBIA: Box 

15 US, KJktWL-. 
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